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T HE
AUTHORs ADVERTISEMENT.

T has been judged proper to begin this New

Edition of the Ace of Lours XIV. with a
lift of the Royal Family, and of all the Princes
of the Blood of his time. This is followed by
one of all the cotemporary Sovereigns, the Mar-
thals of France, the Admirals and Generals of
the Gallies, and of the Minifters and Secretaries
of State who ferved under this Monarch.

After thefe is given an Alphabetical Catalogue
of the learned Men and Artifts in every branch.
This preliminary information is a kind of Dic-
tionary, in which the reader may fele& the fub-
je&s he choofes to render himfelf mafter of the
great events which happened in thi reign,
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THE

AGE of LOUIS XIV.

\

An AUTHENTIC LIST of the CHILDREN
| of LOUIS XIV.

‘fOf't'Be Princes of the Rovar Faminy of Frawce,
‘in bis Time, the cotemporary SOVEREIGNS, the MaRr-
- 'SHALS, the Ministers, and the moft diffinguilied
WriTers and ArTisTs that flourifbed in that dge.

" OUIS XIV. had but one wife,, Maria-Therefa
2 of Auftria, born in 1638. (the fame year with her
hufband) only daughter of Philip 1V. King of Spain, of
his firt marriage with Elizabeth of France, and fiiter to
‘Charles 11. and Margaret-Therefa, whom Philip IV, had
by his feccnd alliance with Mary-Anne of Auftria,
This fecond marriage of Philip 1V. is fomewhat re-
dnarkable. Mary-Anne of Auftria was his niece, and
had been affianced in 1648, to Philip-Balthazar, Infant
‘of Spain; fo that he wedded at once both his niece,
and the betrothed of his own fon.

The nuptials of Louis X1V, were celebrated the ninth
of June 1660~ Maria-Therefa died in 1683. The
Hiftorians of that time ftrained hard to fay fomething
extraordinary of this princefs, They have invented a
ftory, that a Nun having afked her, if fhe had not laid

t T a herfelf



i THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV.

herfelf out to attract the admiration of the young men
of diftinction at her father’s Court, fhe replied, ¢ No,
¢ for there were no Kings among them.”
' They have not given us the name of this fame Nun,’
whom they have thus reprefented as both: impertinent
and indifcreet. The Infantas were not permitted to con-
verfe with any of the young men of the Court; and
when Charles I. King of England, then Prince of
Wales, went to Madrid to efpoufe the daughter of
Philip III. he was not allowed even to fpeak to her.
This anfwer cf Maria Therefa feems befides to fuppofe,
that if there had been Kings at her father’s Courr, fhe
would have taken pains to arttach their affections.
Such a reply might have fuited the fifter of Alexander,
but correfponded not with the modeft fimplicity of
Maria-Therefa *. Hiftorians often take the liberty of
making princes fay things they never either faid, or
ought to have faid. .

The only iffue of this marriage, that lived, was
I ouis the Dauphin, intitled Monfeignenr, who was born
November 1, 1661, arid died April 14, 1711. Foralong
time before his death, the following prophecy about him
was cugrent in France :  Son of a King, father of aKing,
but never a King himfelf.” The event appeared to
favour the credulity of thofe who lend faith to pre-
diGtions; but this fentence was nothing more than a
repetition of what had been faid before of the father of
Philip de Valois, and was founded, befides, on the health
and vigour of Lcais X1V. which promifed fairer for
long life, than thofe of his fon. -

® A fimilar flory is recorded of Alexander, who being interrogated, '
why he did not efigage in the Olympic games? anfwered, He would do
fo, if there aere Kings to cope avith him. This muft have been Voltaire’s
reafon for oppofing a suppofed fifter of Alexander’s to Maria-Therefa,
which otherwife would have been abfurd, as he had no fifter. Quintus
Curtius, his hiftorian, was one of thofe inventive Biographers whom our
Author hints atin this paflage. Lyfimachus hearing fome redoubted
exploits reported of Alexander, cried out, ¢ Where was I, while fuch’
fine feats were performing 2 ) '

3 o Truth

e —



. THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 1t

Truth requires it to be affirmed, that no credit is to be
given to the fcandalous anecdotes that have been fo
often repeated with regard to the private life of this
prince. The Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon com-
piled by La Beaumelle, are full of thefe ridiculous
ftories. One of the moft extravagant is, that Monfesg-
meur was in love with his own fifter, and that he mar-
ried Mademoifelle Chouin. Such nénfenfe only re-
quires to be refuted, becaufe it has been publifhed in

rint.

P He efpoufed Maria-Anna-Chriftina-Victoria of Ba-

varia, March 8, 1680, who died April 20, 1690; by

swhom he had iffue, :

1. Louis, Duke of Burgundy, who was born Auguft
6, 1682, and died February 18, 1712, of an
epidemical meafles. He had by Maria-Adelaide of
Savoy, daughter of the firft King of Sardinia, who
died ‘February 12, 1712, the Duke of Brittany,
who died in 1705 :

. Louis, Duke of Brittany, who died in'1712: And

Louis XV. born February 15, 1710.

The premature death of the Duke of Burgundy was

- regretted by all France, and Europe too. He had been

well-educated, was juft, pacific, an enemy to all vain-

glory, and a pupil worthy of the Duke of Beauvilliers

and the celebrated Fenelon. We have, to the reproach
of human nature; a numberof volumes written againft

Louis X1V, his fon Monfeigneur, and the Duke of Orleans

his nephew, but not one to record the merits and virtues

of this Prince, whofe chara&er deferved to be handed
down to pofterity, had he been only a private man.

2. Paiip, Duke of Anjou, King of Spain, who
was born December 19, 1683, and died July 9,
1746.

3. Cuarces, Duke of Berry, who was born Augult 31,
1686, and died Mav 4, 1714.

Louis XIV. had alfo two fons, and three daughters,
who all died young.

a2z LeciTi4
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LecitTiMaTed asd Naturar CHILDREN.

 Leuis XIV. had by the Duchefs of La Valiére, who

bécame a Reclufe of the Carmelite order, June 25 1674,

profefled herfelf June 4, 1675, and died June 6, 710,

aged fixty-fix, _ :

Louis “of Bourbon, Count of Vermandois, who was
born-O¢tobér 2, 1667, and die¢d in 1683.

Marv-Anne, ftiled Mademoifelle de Blois, who was
born in 1666, married to Lewis-Armand, Prince of
Conti, and died in 1739.

" Other NaturaL CHILDREN LEGITIMATED.

Lours-Avcustus of Bourbon, Duke of Maine; who
was born March 31, 1670, and died in 1736. ‘
Yot1s-Cxzsar, Count of Vexin, Abbé of St. Denis,
and of St. Gerrhain des Prés, who was born in 1672,

and died in 1683. , :

Louis-Arexanper of Bourbon, Count of Touloufe,
who was born June 6, 1678, and died in 1737.

Loursa-Frances of Bourbon, ftiled Mademoifelle de
Nantes, who was born in 16%3, married to Louis III.
Duke of Bourbon-Condé, and died'in 1743.

Louisa-Marra of Bourbon, ftiled Mademoifelle: - de
Tours, who died in 1681,

Frances-Maria of Bourbon, ftiled Mademoifelle de
Blsis, who was born in' 1677, miarried to Philip II.
Duke of Orleans, Regent of France, and died in 1749:

He had two other fons alfo, who both died young,

Princes and Princosses of the BLoop Rovar, whe
lived in'the Ace of Louis XV,

Jotrn-BapTisT-Gaston, Duke of Orleans, fecond fop
of Henry IV. and of Mary of Medicis, who was born
"at Fontainebleau, in 1608, almoft ever unfortunate, .
hated by his brother, perfecuted by Cardinal Riche-
licu; engaging in all the political parties of the’

Y , ’ ' ~ Courty
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Court, and frcqucntly forfakmg his confcdc:'ates Ee
was the caufeof the deathof the Dukeof Montmorency,
of Cing-Mars, and of the.virtuous De Fhau. Jealousof
his rank, and the etiquette of precedence himielf, he
yet brokc through the forms, one day, with regard to
all the Nobility of the Court, at an entertainment Cwhich
he gave .them; and taking the Duke of Montbazon

- by the hand, to lead him down ftairs, the Duke «f
Montbazon faid to him, 1 am the firft of ycur friends
thatever you affifted to defcend from the fcaffold.” He
ated a confiderable part, butan unhappy one, during -
the Regency, and dird in banithment at Blois, in 1660.

Er1zaseTn,daughterof Henry 1V, whowas born 1602,
married to Philip IV. very unhappy in Spain, w here
fhe liwed without credit or comfort and died in 1644.

CurisTina, fecond daughter of chry IV. wife to
Viétor-Amadaus, Duke of Savoy. Eer lite was
pafled in a perfeét ftorm, both at Court, and in her
Family. They difputed with her the guardiznthip of
her fon, oppoted her power, and attacked her repu-
tation. « She died in 1663.

HenrieTTA-MaAR1A, Wife to Charles 1. King of Great-

" Britain, the moft unhappy Princefs of this Houle.
She poﬁ'cﬁ’ed almoft all the qualities ot her father.
She died in 1669.

Mademoifelle De MoNTPENSIER, named the Great Mad:-
moifelle, daughter of Gafton, and of Waria de Bour-
bon Montpénﬁér, whofe Memoirs are publifhed, and
who is much {poken of in this haﬁo.y Ste died in
the year 1693.

MarcareTTa-Louisa, wife to Cofmo de Medicis,
who quitted her hufband, and retired into France.
Frances-MagDaLen, wife ofCharles-Emmanucl, Dule

of Savoy.

Puivip, Monfieur, only brother of Louis XIV. e

. ‘efpoufed Henrietta, daughter of Charles I. ng

of England, and grand- daughter to Henry 1V,

Princefs ‘dear to France by her wit and 'ccomphfh-

ments, and who died in the flower of herage, in 1470,

Monfiear furvi- ed ’till the year 1701,

a3 , It
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It was he who commenced the new Houfe of Orleans.
‘He had, by the daughter.of the Elettor Palatine,
who died in 1722, :

Purir of Orreans, Regent of France, famous for
his courage, his wit, and his pleafures, born for
focial life even more than for public bufinefs, and
one of the moft amiable men that ever lived. His
fiter was the laft Duchefs of Lorraine. He died
in 1723, '

Tbe Houfe of ConDE were a diftinguifbed Branch, in this C lé/.‘r.

Henry, Prince of Conpe, the fecond of the name,
firft Prince of the Blood, was held in much efteem
during the Regency, and had a chara&ter of remark-
able probity in thofe troublefome times. His in-
come was computed at about two millions of livres
a-year, according to our prefent reckoning*. He
gave an_example, in the management of his houfe-
hold, of an ceconomy that Cardinal Mazarin fhould
have copied, if it had been poffible : but his greateft
glory was to have been the father of the Great Condé.
He died in 1646. ‘

The Great ConpE Louiss II. of that name, fon of the
former, and of Charlotta-Margaretta of Montmo-
rency, nephew to the illuftrious and unfortunate

. Duke of Montmorency beheaded at, Touloufe, who re-
united in his perfon every quality that had charac-

terifed, during fo many ages, both thefe houfes of

heroes, was born September 8th, 1621, and died

December 11th, 1686. ,

He had iffue by Clemence de Maillé de Brezé, niece
to Cardinal Richelieu,

Hexry-Jurius, commonly called Monfieur the Prince,
who died in 1509. ,

Heary-Julius had, by Anne of Bavaria, Palatine of
the Rhine,

® Abouyt two hundred thoufand Pounds Engllﬂ).
. Louis
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Louis of Bourbon, ftiled Monfieur the Duke, father of
him who. was Prime Minifter under Louis XYV,
He died in 1710.

The Branch of CoxTI,

The firft Prince of Conti, ARMAND, was brother to
the Great Condé; he had a part in the Fronde,
and died in 1666. .

He left iffue, by Anne Martinozzi, niece to Cardinal
Mazarin, o

Louis, who married Mary-Anne, daughter of Louis XIV.
by the Duchefs of Valiere, and died without iffue, in
1685.

FRANCSIS Louis, Prince of Roche-fur-Yon, afterwards
Conti, who was ele&ted King of Poland, in 1697; a
Prince whofe memory was long held in efteem in
France, refembling the Great Condé in his-wit and
courage, and always animated with a dcfire ot plea-
fing, a quality which was often deficient in the Great

" Condé. He died in 1709. ’
He had iffue by Adelaide of Bourbon, his coufin,

Lovurs-ArManD, born in 1695, who furvived Louis XIV.

Tbe Branch of BourBON-S015SONS,

There was of this branch only Lours, Count of
Soiflens, killed at the battle of La Marfée, in 1641.
All the other branches were extinét.

The CourTENAYS were not acknowledged for Princes

" of the Blood, but by the Courtefy of the Public,
and they held not the rank. They were defcended
from Lewis the Grofs; but when their anceftors affumed
the arms of the heirefs of Courtenay, they had not taken
the precaution to attach themiclves to the Royal
Family, at the time when the great land-holders ac-
knowledged no prerogative, except what was annexed
to the great feodal tenures, or the Peerage.

* An antiminifterial League, in the Minority of Louis XIV, fo
galled. R '
‘ a4 o This
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This branch had given Emperors to Conftantinopleq
but could not furnifh an acknowledged Prince of thet
Blood. Cardinal Mazarin, in order to mortify "the
Houfe of Condé, endeavoured to confer on them the rank:
and honours they had ‘been aiming at { lpng; but he
found that they had not fufficient confequence in them-

felves, to fecond his intention.

COTEMPORARY SOVEREIGNS.

POPES.

BARBERINI, Ursan VIII It was he who firlt gave
to Cardinals the title of Eminence. He abolithed'
the order of female Jefuits. The time was not ripe
enough for abolifhing the male ones. We have
a large colle&tion ot his Lartin verfes, The poeuy
of Ariofto and Tafio is preferred before them. He
died in 1644. S o '
Pamphilo, Invocent X. noted for having banifhed
from Rome the' two Néphews of Utban VIII  to
whom he owed his rife; for having condemned
the five propofitions of Janfenius, without having
* ever taken the trouble of reading the book ; and for
having ‘been governed by Donna Olympia, his
fifter-in-law, who fold, under his Pontifrcate, every
. thing that was vendible. . He died in1655. -. =
Chigi,"Atexanper VIL' It was he that afked pardon
- of Lopis XIV. by a Legdte a Latere. He was even a
worfe poet.than'Urban VIII. 'Long time commend-

ed for having negletted Nepotifim, he concluded

with placing it on the throne. "He died in 1667.
Rofpigliofi, CLemenT 1X. A patron of literature, with-
out writing verfes ; pacific,” ceconomical, liberal, and
a fath:r of his people. He had two objeéts at heart,
- which he was not able to compafs; to hinder the
Turks from taking Candia, and to preferve’ peace’in
the Gallican church. Hedicd in 1669, -~
Altieri, CLemenT X. "An honeft man, and of a pacific
difpoficion, -like his predeceffor; but governed -too
"much. He died in 1676. : P
' Odefcalqui,
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,(Ddefcalqnx, Invocent XI. A violent enemy to
Louis XIV. forgetting the interefts of the Church
in favour of the league formed againft that Monarch:
He is often mentioned in this_ hiftory. He Jied
in 168g.

Ottoboni, a Venetian, ALEXANDER VIII. Few men ever
diftributed more charity, or fhewed ‘more liberality
to his relations. He died in 1691.

Pignatelli, InnocenT X1I. He condemned the illuftri-
ous Fénélon. Kxcepting this; he was loved and
efteemed. He died in. 5700.

Albani, Crement XI. Eisbull againft.Quefael, which

~ is only a fingle fheer, is more generally read than
hxs works in ﬁx folio volumes. He died in 172 S

of th OTTOMAN RACE

IBRAHIM *Tis him-of whom Racme Taid very Juf’cly,

¢ This foolifh Prince dreads not impending fate *
- ‘¢ Byt fpends his thought]efs hours in childifh prate ”

Raifed from a prifon to a throne, on the death of his
brothey Amurath. But notwithitaading his weakhcfs,
the Turks conquered Candia under s reign, He
was ftrangled in 1649. :

MauomeT IV, fon‘of Ibrahim. He was depofed, and
died in 1687.

" Sormaax IH..fon of Ibrahim, and brother to Maho-,

:met. IV after various fuccefies® in' his wars againft
Germany, died a natural death, in 169}.

AcuamzT il brother to the formcr a poet and mufi--

- cian; His'army was beaten at Salankamcn by Prince

. Louis of Bad¢n. He died in 16935 .
Mustapua 1L fon to Mahomet IV. conquercr at
t: Temefwar, conquered by Prines Eugene, at the battle

of chta on the le:[k, in Septcmbcr 1697, dcpofcd

. Alludmg to the cuﬁom of thc Sultam, of 1mprxfonmg all their
brothers, and putting tliofe of them to death, who are ddhngulfhcd

for fenfc, fpirit, or other talents dangerous to defponfm
i
v € Bears like the Turk no brothcr near the *hrone »
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.in-Adrianople, and died in the feraglio at Conftanti-
nople, in 1503. .

Acumer IIL brother to the former; defeated alfo by
Prince Eugene, at Peterwaradin and at Belgrade, and
depofed in 1730.

EMPERORS ¢ GERMANY.

Nothing particular of them need be mentioned here,
as they are fully fpoken of in the body of this
hiftory. . S

Ferpivawnp III. died in 1657.
LeoroLp 1. died in 1705.
Josepu I. died in 1711.
Crarres VI, died in 1740.

KINGS of SPAIN.

The fame filence is obferved here, and for the fame
reafon. ' '
PurLiplV. died in 16654.
Cuarces II. died in 1700.
PuiLie V. died in 1746,

KINGS of PORTUGAL.

Joun IV. Duke of Braganza, furnamed tbe Fortunate

His wife Louifa de Guiman made him King of P r-
.tugal, He died in 1656. ' .

Avrpuonso, fon of the former. If John was made King
by his wif¢, Alphonfo was dethroned by his. He
was confined in the Ifland of Tercera, where he died
in 1683. .

Don Pepro, brother to the former, whom he deprived
both of his crown and wife; and in order to render
his marriage with her legitimate, he had his brother
pronounced impotent, all-profligate as he was,

~ He died in 1706. :

Joun V. died in 17350,

: KINGS
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KINGS o ENGLAND, SCOTLAND,
and I1REL AND, of whom mention is made in the
Age of Louis XIV.

Cuarves 1. affaffinated, according to forms of law, on
a fcaffold, in 1649.

CromweLL (Oliver) Protetor, December 22, 1653; more
powerful than a King. He died September 15, 1658.

CromwecL (Richard) Proteftor immediately after the
death of his father. He was peaceably difpofieffed,
in the month of June 1659, and died in 1685.

Cuarigs I1. died in 1685.

James I1. dethroned in 1688, and died in 1701.

Wiiriam III. died in 1702.

AnNE Stuart, died in 1714.

Grorce . died in 1727.

KINGS o DENMARK.

Curistian IV, died in 1648. .

Frepzric III. acknowledged in 1661, by the Clergy
and the Burghers as an abfolute fovereign, fuperior
to the laws, having authority to enac, to abrogate,
or infringe them, at his fole will and pleafure. The
Nobles were obliged to comply with the determination
of the two other Orders of the State. By this ftrange
conftitution the Kings of Denmark are the only.

. Princes who are defpotic by law; and yet, what is
ftill more extraordinary, is, that neither that King,
por any of his fucceffors, have ever fince made any
unjuftifiable ufe of fuch boundlefs controul. He
died in 1667.

Curistian V, died in 1699.

Frepzric IV, died in 1730.

"KINGS o SWEDEN.

CurisTiNa, She is much fpoken of in the Age o
Louis X1V. She abdicated in 1654; and di%ccl a
Rome, in 1689. )

CHARLE!
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Cuarres X. Gustavus, who artcmpted to eﬂableh
- the defpotifm of the Crown, and died in 1660. -
Cuarres XI. who confirmed it, and died in 1697.
Crarces XII. who abufed it, and was therefore . the
" caufe of the people’s recovering _their hberty again,
. Hediedin 1718,

KINGS of POLAND.

I_.ADISLAUS SIGISMOND, conqueror of the Turks. It
was he who, in 1645, fent a magnificent embafy to
efpoufe by proxy the Princefs Maria de Gonzaza de
cher,s The {uite, the drefles, the horfes, and the
coaches of the Polifh Ambaffadors, eclipfed the
{plendour of the Court of France, on which Louis X1V.,
bad not yet beftowed that mag ;nificence. that has

fince out-thone all thc oLhcr Courts in thc world. He

died in 1648, .

Jomun-Casrmir, brorher to the former, a Jefuit,
afterwards a Cardinal, and then King." He efpoufed
his brother’s widow, - grew tired of Poland, -retired ta

aris, was made Abbé of St, Germain des Prés,. lived
much with Ninon de L’Enclos, and died in 1672. -

‘Micuaer, Wignowiski, elefted in 1670. He fuffered
_ Kaminieck tq be taker by the Turks, the only fort:fied
“town he had, and the key of his kingdom, ‘and fub-
mitted tq he their tr.butary He died i in 1673.

Jonw Soeieski, eleCted in 1674, conqueror-of the
Turks, and reftorey of the hberty of Vienna. His

" life has bgen- written by .the Abbé Coyer, a man of
{énfe and philofopby. He married a French-woman,
as well as Ladiflaus and Cafimir. . Shc was Madcmox-
fdie d’Arquien. He died in 1696,

Avcustus . Ele&or of Saxony, cleted in 1697, by
one party of the Nobles, while the Prince of Conti was
cholen by the ather.  He fcon became fole King, was
dethroned by Charlés X1, rc-eﬁabhﬂled by the Czar
Peter 1. and dred in.1733. * -

"‘ANISLA:US, c&abl thed,: on _the contrary, by

"Charles "XI1." and d”th*mﬁd by Peter 1. He
died inv15€3. o
o KINGS
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KINGS of PRUSSIA.

Freperic, the firft King, died in 1700.

Freperic.WiLLiaM, the firft that ever had a great
army, and who difciplined it; father of Frederic the
'Great, who was the firft that conquered with this
army. He diedin 1740,

CZARS of RUSSIA, fince piled EMPERORS.

MicuacL Romano, fon to Philarete, "Archbithop of
Rofcow, eletted in 1613, at the age of fifteen. In his
time the Czars chofe a wife among their own fubjeéts.
They fummoned to their Court a number of young
women, and chofe any one they liked. Thefe were the
ancient Afiatic manners. Thus did Michael efpoufe
the daughter of a poor gentleman, who txllcd his
own land himfelf. He died in 1645.

Arzxis, fon of Michael, who fought againft the Otto-
mans with fuccefs, and died in 1676.

Fepor, fon of Alexis, who attempted. 'to civilize the
Ruffiars, a work referved for Peter the Grcar He
died in 1682.

Ivan, brother to Fedor, and the eclder brothcr of
Peter, but incapable of the throne. He died
in 1688.

PeTer THE GREAT, a real founder. He died in 1425,

GOVERNORS of FLANDERS.

The. Low-CouNTRriES baving been generally the Theatre of
the War, in the Time of Lou.s XIV. it may be ufefud
bere to give the Succeffion of the Governors of this Pro-
vince, who never [sw the Faces of any of iheir Kings
Since Philip 1I.

THF Marquis FrRaNcisco pE MELLO D’ASSUMAR ;
the fame who was beaten by the Great Condé. He
was difmiffed in 1644.
-, The great Commander CAsTzL Roprico, who died
in 16477 .
Lrororp-
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LeoroLp-WiLrram, Arch-Duke of Auftria, that is to
fay, only bearing the title, without any "of the poffef-
fions of that principality, brother to Ferdinand II.
It was he who fent a deputation to the Parliament of
Paris, to join with him in a league againft Cardinal
Mazaiin. He died in 1656.

Don Joun oF AusTria, natural fon to Philip IV, a
powerful enemy to the Jefuit Nithar, Prime Minifter
of Spain, as the Prince of Condé was to Cardinal
Mazarin ; but more fuccefsful than this latter, as he
banifhed Nithar out of the kingdom for life. It was
he who was beaten by Turenne at the battle of
Dunes. He died in 1659. '

The Marquis of CaraceNE, who died in 1664.-

The Marquis of CasTer Roprico, who ill fuftained

the war againft Louis XIV. and who indeed could

not fuftain it well. He died in 1668.

FernanDes DE Vesasco, Conftable of Cattille, who
died in 1669. ‘

The Count of MonTEREY, Who privately fuccoured
the Dutch againft Louis XIV. Hedied in 1675,

The Duke of VicLa Hermosa, the moft liberal map

of his time. He died in 1678.
" ALEXANDER Farnesk, fecond fon to the Duke of
‘Parma. This name of Alexander Farnefe was difficult
to fupport. He was difmiffed in 1682.

The Marquis of Grana, who died in 16835,

The Marquis of CasTanaca, who died in 1692.

MaximiLian-EMmanveL, Ele€or of Bavaria, after
the battle of Hochftet. He held the title till the peace
of Utrecht, in 1714, and died the fame year.

Prince Evcene, Vicar-General of the Low-Ceuntries.
He never refided there, and died in 1736.

MARSHALS of FRANCE who died
or who ferved under Louis XIV.

D’ALB rET, (Cefar Phaebus) of the family of theKings
of Navarre, Marfhal of France in 1653. He conde-
fcended to efpoufe the daughter of Guenegaud, Trea-
furer of the Exchequer, who was a Lady of greas
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merit. St. Evremond has celebrated her. He had
been a lover of Madame Maintenon, and of the fa-
mous Ninon; loved in private life, and refpe&ted in
war. He died in 1676. ‘ ‘

D’ALecre (Yves) having ferved near fixty years
under Louis XIV. was not made a Marfhal till 1724.
He died in 1733. :

D’AsreLp (Claude-Francis-Bidal) acquired a great re-
putation for the attack and defence of places. He con-
tributed much to the fuccefs of the battle of Almanza,
He was created a Marfhal in 1734, and died in
1743.

7D’Ausvsjsow (FrancisdelaFeuillade) Marfhal in 1675.
It was he who, out of gratitude, fet up a ftatue
of Louis XIV. in the Place des Viftoires. He died
in 1691. His fon was not made a Marfhal, till a long
time after, in 1725. :

D’AvumonT, (Antony) grandfon of the famous John
Marfhal d’Aumont, one of the great Captains of
Henry IV. Antony contributed much to the gain-
ing the battle of Rethel in 1650, He received the
Marfhal’s ftaff upon that occafion, and died in
1669.

D% BarincourT, Marfhal in 1446.

Berwick, (James Fitzjames Duke of) natural fon to
James II. King of England, by a fifter to the Duke
of Marlborough. James created him Duke of Ber-
wick in England. He was likewife a Duke in Spain,
and one in France alfo. He was made a Marfhal
in 1706, and flain at the fiege of Philipfburgh, in
1734

Bassompierre (Francis de) born in 1579, Colonel-
General of the Swifs. A Marfhal in 1622; prifoner
in the Baftille, from the year 1631 to the death of
Cardinal Richelieu. He there compofed his Memoirs,
which are made up of the intrigues of the Courr, and
his own gallantries,- Czfar, in his Commentaries,
never mentions a word of his amours. It is faid, thac
he faced the foflé of the Cours-li-Reine with ftone,
at his own expence . He died in 1646. .

Berigronps
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. Berneronps (Bernardin Gigaut de) Matfhal in 1698/
He gained a battle in Catalonia, in 1684, and died if
169 . . . " Lo P : . *
1)91: BeLLe-15LE (Louis-Charles-Auguftus de Fouques).
Grand-fon of the Superintendant, diftinguithed in the
wars_of 1701, Duke and Peer, Prince of the Empires
Marfhal in 1741. He concerted with his brother :all
the plan of the war againft the Queen of Hungary,
in which his - brother was killed. He died Miniftef
of State. . :
. Bezons (James Bazin de) Marfhal in 1699, and died,’
in 1733. L e
.BIR(%N (Armand-Charles de Gontaut, Duke of) who
revived the Duchy in his family. Having ferved in
all the wars of Louis XIV. and loft an arm at the
fiege of Landau, he was not made a Marfhal till 1734.
BourrLers (Lewis-Francis, Duke of) one of the beft
officers of Louis XIV. Marfhal in 1693, and died in
1711, - . .
7Bouac (Eleanor-Maria du Maine, Count Du) gained
an important battle under Louis XIV. but was not
made a Marfhal till 1725. Hedied the fame year. .
Brancas (Henry de Villars de Séreft) having ferved
a long time under Louis XIV. was made a Marfhal in
1734. . .
7%REZE (Urban de Maillé, Marquis of) brother-in-
law to Cardinal Richelieu, Marfhal "in 1632, Vice-
roy of Catalonia, and died in 1650. : ,
Brogrio (Vi€tor-Maurice) having ferved.in all the
wars of Louis XIV. was created a Marfhal in 1724,
and died in 1727. ‘ S
Brogcuio (Francis-Maria, Duke of) fon to the former.
- One of the beft Lieutenant-Generals in the aries. of
Louis XIV; was made a Marfhal in 1734, father of
another Marfba! Broglio; who united the talents of his
anceftors. ) .. .
CasTELNAU (James.de) Marfhal in 1658, and killed
the fame year,_art the fiege of Calais. \
~ Catinat (Nicholas de) Marfhal in 1693: He joined
philofophy to the talents for war. The lafi day he
commanded in Italy, he gave the parole Paris & St.
Gaffien,
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Gaffien, which latter was the name of his own country-
houfe. To this place he immediately retired, fpent the
remainder of his life in reading and refleftion, and died
in 1712, after having refufed the blue ribband *.

CuamiLerr (Noel Bouton de). He had ferved at the
fiege of Candia. A Marfhal in 1703, and died in 17135,

CuaaTteau-Renavp (Francis-Louis Rouficlet de) Vice-
Admiral of France, ferved equally well by fea and land ;
cleared the fea of pirates, defeated the Englifh in Bantry-
bay, bombarded Algiers, and placed the Ifles of Ame-

rica in fafety. He was a Marfhal in 1703, and died -
in 1716, :

Cuavrnes (Honoré d’Albret, Duke of) Marfhal in
1620, and died in 1649. 4

Cuorsgur (Claude de) third Marfhal of France of
the fame name, in 1693, and died in 1711, '

CraramBavLT (Philip de Pallvau de) Marfhal in

1653, and died in 1605. _

De CrermonT-TonNERRE, having ferved in the war
of 1701, was made a Marfhal in 1747. v |

Coronr (Francis de Franquetot) a long time one of
the General Officers under Louis XIV. was created aMar-
fhalin 1734, and gained two battles in Italy.

Covicni (Gafpardde) Grandfon of the Admiral of that
name ; a Marfhal in 1622, Commander againft the rebel
forces of the Count of Soiffons, and was flain at the
battle of Marfée. He died in 1646. ‘

Crequ! (Francis de) a Marfhal in 1668, and nne who
died in 1687, with the reputaticn of a Commander who
was fit to fucceed Marfbal 1 urenne.

D’Eramres (James de la Ferté-Imbaut) a Marfhal
in 1651, and died in 1668.

- D’kirrees (Francis-Hannibal, Duke) Marfhz] in

1626. What is very fingular with regard to this per-

- fon, is, that at theage of ninety-three, he married for

his fecond wife Mademoifelle de Manican, who had juit

before mifcarried by a former amour.  He dicd above a
bundred years of age, in 1670,

* The Order of the Holy-Ghoft,
Vou. I.,. b D’EsREES
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D’ETreEs (John) Vice-Admiral ins 1670, a Marfhal
in 1681, ard died in 1707. :

D’Etrees (Vittor-Maria) fon of John D’Etrées,
Vice-Admiral of France, as his father was, before he
had been created a Marfhal. It is to be remarked,
that in this quality of Vice-Admiral of France, ke com.

.manded the united fleets of France and Spain, in 1701,
and was made a Marfhal in 1703. He died in 1737.

Duras (James Hen'y de Durfort de) nephew to the
Vifcount Turenne, made Marfhal in 1675, immediately
after the death of his uncle, and died in 1704. A

Dur'as (John de Durfort, Duke of) Field-Marfhal
under Louis XIV. and Marfhal of France in 1741.

FaBerT (Abraham) Marfhal in 1658. Some have
imputed both his” fortune and his death to fuper-
natural caufes: but there was nothing extraordinary
in his life, except his having deferved his fuccefs by -

- his merit; and his having refufed the ribband of
The Order, though the proofs of his title to it were
offered to be difpenfed with®. °Tis faid that Car-
dinal Mazarin propofed to him to aét as a fpy in
the army, and that his anfwer was,  Perhaps it
“ may be neceffary for a Minifter to make ufe of
¢ fcoundrels, as well as men of honoury; but I chufe
 only to ferve in the latter character.” He died in
1662, ' '

 Faxre (de la) fon of the Marquis de la Fare, celebrat.
ed for his ingenious piceed of poetry : an Officer in the
war of 1701, and made a Marfhal 1n 1740.

FerTe SenniTerre (Henry, Duke de la) made
Field-Marfhal at the fiege of Hefdin, commanded the
left wing at the battle of Rocroi, appointed a Marfhal
in 1651, and died in 1681. :

Forc¢e (James Nompar de Caumont de la) Marfhal

-in 1622. He was ope of thofe who happened to efcape
at the Maffacre of St. Bartholomew, and wrote an

* Voltaire does not mention 7%e Order here hinted at; but it muft
be fuppofed to be fome particular diftin€tion, which thofe only were
intitled to, who could prove a genealogical fuccefliony for a certain
term, untainted with Plebeian bleod.

3 ) account
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account of it, in thd Memoirs preferved in his family.
He died at ninety-feven years of age, in 1652.

Foucaurt (Louis) Count of gl;augnon,' Marthal in
1653, and died in 1659.

Gasston (John de) pupil of the great Guftavus, A
Marfhal in 1643. He was a Calvinift. He never
would marry, faying, that * he thought life a thing of
¢ too little value to fhare it with any one.” He was
killed at the fiege of Lens, in 1647. N

GramonT (Anthony de) Marfhal in 1641, and died
in 1678. :

GeramonT (Anthony de) grandfon of the former, a
Marfhal in 1724, father o% the Duke of Gramont

. who was Kkilled at the battle of Fontenoy, and died
in 1725.

Gravncer (James-Rouxel, Count of) Marfhal in
1651, and died in 1680. © ‘

GuesrianT (John-Baptit de Budes) Marfhal in
1642. One of the beft warriors of his time. Slain at
the fiege of Ratweil, and interred with pomp at Notre-
Dame.

Harcourt (Henry, Duke of). It may be faid, that it
was he who put an end to the old enmity between the
French and Spanifh nations, while he was Ambaffador
at Madrid. His addrefs and arts of pleafing won fo
much on the Court of Spain, that Charles Il. confent.
ed to adopt a grandfon of Louis XIV. as heir to his
dominions. It was his place to have commanded, inftead
of Marfhal Villars, the year of the fuccefsful campaigo of
Denain; but he could hardly have acquitted himfelf in
that charge with more glory. He was made a Marfhal in
1703, and died in 1718. His fon was made a Marfhal
in 1746. '

Efocqymcoun'r (Charles de Mouchi) Marthal in
1651. He was killed in purfuing the enemy before
Dounkirk, in 1658.

Horitar (Nicholas de L’) Captain of the Guards
under Louis XIII. Marfhal in 1617, for having flain
the Marfhal d’Ancre; but he other-ways deferved this
dignity, on-account of his general bravery. He is

b2 numbered

’
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‘numtered among the Marfhals of this age, as dying,in
the reign of Louis XIV. in 1644.
) HuM1ERES (Louis de Crevan, Marquis D) Marthal
in 1668, and died in 1694. .

Joveuse (John Armand ce) ‘Marthal of Francc in
1693, and dicd in 1710.

D’Isencuien, an Officer under Louis X1V, and Mar-

fhal in 1741.

Lorce (Guy-Alphonfus de Durfort de) nephew to
the Vifcount Turenne. Marfhal in 1676, and died in
1702,

Luxemeourc (Francis<Henry de Montmorenc:, Duke
of) The pupil of the Great Condé. Marthal in 1675.

" "There were feven Marfhals of this name, befides the

Conftables; and fince the eleventh century, there has
hardly been a reign without fome of the family at the
head of armies. He died in 1695.

Luxemsourc (Chriftian-Louis de Montmorenci)
_grandfon of the former, fignalized himfelf in the war
- of 1701, and was made a Marfhal in 1747.

Dt MaiLLEBOIS, fon to the Mlmf’cer of State Def-

maréts, having fignalized himfelf on all occafions during
. the war of 1701, was made a Marfhal in 1741 %,

Marsin, or MARCHIN (Ferdmand Count of) pafled
from the Auftrian fervice into that of France, was
made a Marfhal in 1703, and was killed at Turin, in

1706.

: 7D£ MaTigxon (Charles- Auguftus-Goion de Gacé)

Marfhal in 1708, and died in 1729.
MavLevriEr-LangEroN, Marfhal in 1745.
M:epavr (James-Léonor Rouxel de Grancei, Count

‘of) was not made a Marfhal ‘till 1724, though he had |

. gained a complete victory in 1706. Hedied in 1725.
De La MeiLLeraye (Charles de la Porte) made Mar-

thal in 1639, under Louis XIII: who prefented him

. with the Marfhal’s ftaff at the fiege of Hefdin. ‘He

* Perfons of merit muft have lng hopes in France, at this rate,

How many Pimps, Parafites, and Putains, were pretexrcd orprovided’

" for, in that forry years interval ! )
. 1 - . . was

~
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was Grand-Mafter of the Ordnance; and had the repu-
tation of being an expert commapder at ficges. " He,
died in 1664.,

MonTEsQuTOU (Peter Count of Arta«nan) Marfh.tl
in 1709, and died in 1725. ’

Moxrreves (Nicholas-Auguftus de la Baume) Mar-.
fhal in 1703, and died in 1716. .

MorTe-lloupancourr (Philip de la) Marfhal in
,1642.  He was fent to the Caftle of Pierre-en-Cife in
1643 ; and it is remarkable that there was no General.
who had not been imprifoned or exiled during the ad--
miniftrations of Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin.

. Hedied in 1657. His Grand-fon was made a Mar-
fhal in 1747. -
Nancis (Louis-Armand ~ de Brichanteau) ferved
with -diftin¢tion under Marfhal - Villars in the war of’

i701. He was made a Marfhal 'under Louis XV.

Navaiiies (Philip de Montaud de Bénac, Duke of)’
a Marfhal in 1675, commanded at Candia under the
Duke of Beaufort, and atter him. Hedied in 1684.

NoairLEs (Anne-]ullus Duke of) Marfhal in 1693.
He fignalized himfelf in Spain, where he won the battle
of Ter. He died in 1 708.

NoaiLLes (Adrian-Maurice) fon to the former, a
General in the army, in Rouffillon in 1706, a Grandée .
of Spain in 1711, after Having taken Gironne. He was
not made a Marfhal of France till the year 1734, He,
prefided over the Finances in 1715, and has been” fince
Minitter of State. Nobody wrote difpatches better than”
he. He died in 1766. .

Pressis-PrascLin (Czfar Duke of Cho:fcul Count of).
2 Marfhdl in 1645. He had the glory of defeating
Vifcount Turcnnc at Rethel in 1650. He died in
1675. ' '
Puisecur. (Jamcs de Chaftenet de) aMarfhal in 1734,
fon of James, Lieutenant- General under Louns XIII. and
Louis XIV. who acquired great reputation, and has left
us fome Memoirs. The Marfhal has ‘written on the
{ubjett of war. He was a perforl whom the Minifter al-
ways confulted in critical fituations,

b3 RicHELIEY
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Riérzriey (Louis-Frantis- Armand du Pleffis, Duke’
. of) a Brigadier vnder Louis XIV. 4 Genéral in the army
at Génes, a Marfhal in 1748, and took the lfland of
Minorca from the Englith, in 1756.

Rocrerort (Henry-Louis, Marquis of Ajongni, and
Marquis of) Marfhal in-1675, and died in 1676.

RoqueLAurE (Anthony-Gafton-John-Baptift, Duke
of) Marthal in 1734.

Rosen, of Rose (Conrad de) of 4n ancient family in
Livonia, ferved firft a volunteer in the Reégiment dé
Briron; but his birth and merit havihg been foon known,
he was raifed ftep by ftep. James 1. made him General
of his troops in Iréland. He was made a2 Matthal of
France in 1703, and died at the age of cighty-feven,
1n 1715. .

Saint-Luc (Timoléon d’Epinaide) fon of the bravé
Saint-Luc, whofe clogy is made by Brantéme. Hé
was matle a Mar(hal in 1628, and died in 1644.

ScuomBErG (Frederic-Armand) pupil of Frederic-
Henry, Prince of Orange. A Maﬂhafin 1675, Duke
of Mertola in Portugal, Govérnor and Generaliffimo of
Pruffia, Duké and General in England. He was a
zealous Proteftant, quitted France on the revoca-
tion of the Edi&t of Nantes, and was flain at the battle -
of the Boyne, in 1690. .

SCHULEMBERG ()%hn de) Count of Mondejeu, origi-
nally from Pruffia. Marfhal in 1658, and died in
1671. :

’7I‘A1'.L,mn (Camillo d’Oftun, Duke of) It was he who
concluded the two Treaties of Partition. Marfhal in
1703, Minifter of State in 1726, and died in 1738,

Tesse ‘(René de Froullai) Marfhal in 1703, and died
in 1925, _

, Tstmm: (Henry de la Tour, Vifcount of) born in
1611. Marfhal of France in 1644, Marfhal-General
in 1660, and died in 1695. '

Vauvpan (Sebaftian le Prétre, Marquis of) Marfhal in
1703, and died in 1C707.

VirLars (Louis-Claude, Duke of) wha took the name
of Ifetor. Marfhal in 1702, Prefident of the Coun:i}
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of War in 1718, reprefented the Conftable at the Co-
ronation of Louis XV. in 1722, and died in 1734. He
is mentiored in this hiftory, as well as Turenne.

ViLLeroy (Nicholas de Neuville, Duke of) Gover-
nor to Louis XIV. in 1646; Marfhal the fame year, and
died in 1685. -

ViLLeroy (Francis de Neuville, Duke of) fon of the
former, Governor of Lowis XV. Marfhal in 1693.
- .His father and he were Chiefs of the Council of Finances,
a title without any office annexed, but only as a form to
have them admitted of the Council-Board. He died
in 1730.

Vivonne (Louis-Vidor de Rochechouart, Duke of)
Standard-Bearer of the Church, General of the Marines,
Viceroy of Meflina, and Marthal of France in 1675. He
is not reckoned as the firft Marfhal of the Marines, be-
caufe he was in the land-fervice a confiderable time. He
died in 1688. .

UxerLes (Nicholas Chalon.du Blé, Marquis D’) Mar-
fhal in 1703, Prefident of the Council for foreign affairs
in 1718, and died in 1730.

GRAND ADMIRALS of FRANGCE
during the Reign of Lous XIV.

RMAND pe MaiLLe, Marquis de Brezé, Grand-

Matter, Principal and Superintendant-General of

the Navigation and the Commerce of France in 1643.
Killed at fea by a cannon-fhor, June 14, 1646.

AnNE of Auftria, Queen Regent, Superintendant of
the Marine of France in 1646. She refigned the com-
mand in 1650. _

C.Esar Duke of VenpdMmEe, and of Beaufort, Grand.
Mafter and Superintendant-General of the Navigation
and Commerce of France, in 1650.

Francis of Venpéme, Duke of Beaufort, fon to
Cxfar, flain at the battle of Candia, June 25, 166g.
- b4 Igoms
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Louis pe Bourson, Count of 'Vermanpois, le-
gitimated fon of Lovis XIV. ‘Admiral in the month
of Augult 1669, at two years old, and died in 1683.

Louis-ALexaNDEr of Beurson, Count of Tou-
LOUSE, legitimared alfo Admiral -in 1683, and died

in 1737.

GENERALS of the GALLEYS of
FRANCE, during the Reign of
Louis XIV,

.RMAND-]Joun~ pu PLessis, Duke of RicueLizv ;
made a Peer of France in 1643, during the
life of Francis his father, and refigned -in 1661. ,

Francis Marquis of Crequi fucceeded him, and re-
figned the office in 1669, a year after he had been
made a Marfhal of France.

Louis-Vicror pE RocuecsovarT, Count, and after-
wards Duke of Vivonne, Prince of Tonnai-Charente,
in 166g.

Louis of Rocuecunoyart, Duke of MorRTEMAR, On
furviving his father. Died April 3, 1688.

Lovis-Avcustus of Bourbon, legltlmated fon of
Louis XIV. Prince of Dombes, Duke of Maine and
Aumale, in 1688, and refigned in 1694.

Louis- Jos:pu Duke of VenDOME in 1694, and dled
in 1712,

R7£m: Sire ps Froyrray, Count of Tessz, Marfhal
of France in 1712, and refigned in 1716. -

The Chevalier of OrLEANS, in 1716, and died in
1748. After hxm thls dignity was rcumtcd to the Board
Of Adm;ralty.

MINISTERS
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 MINISTERS of STATE.

ULIUS-MAZARIN; Cardinal;' firft Minifter, of
an ancient family in Sicily tranfplanted to Rome,
fon of Pecter Mazarin and of Hortenfia Bufalini; bom
.in 1602; employed at firft by Cardinal Sacchetti. He
put a ftop to the motions of the two armies, French and
Spanifh, juft ready to engage near Cazal, and con-
cluded the peace of Queraique, in 1631. Vice-Legat
.at Avignon, and Nuncio extraordinary in France, in
1634. He appeaf-d the troubles in Savoy in 1640,
in quality of Ambaflador-Extraordinary from the
King. Made Cardinal in 1641, at the recom-
mendation of Louis XIII. He was intirely attached to
France from that time. Admitted to the Supreme
Council, December 5, 1642, under the diftinction of
Special Counfellor, which gave him precedence before the
Chancellor. Declared fole Counfellor to the Queen
Regent for Ecclefiaftical affairs by the Will and Teita-
ment of Louis XIil.; and Godfather to Louis XIV.
with the Princefs of Condé-Montmorenci. He at firft re-
frained from challenging precedence of the Princes of the
Blood, which Cardinal Richelieu had before ufurped ;
but he preceded ahe houfes of Vendéme and Longueville.
But after the Treaty of the Pyrences, he affumed the
-place, in the third ftep, above the Prince of Condé. He
never had any letters patent for the poft of Prime Mini«
fter, though he executed all the funétions of it  They
were afterwards granted to-Cardinal Dubois.  Philip of
Orleans, too, grandfon of France, deigned alfo to accept
them, after hisregency had expired. Cardinal Fleury
neither had the Patent nor the Title.
Cardinal Mazarin died in 1661.

CHANCELLORS
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CHANCELLGORS.

"NHARLES p’Avsrrine, Marquis of Chiteauneuf,

a long time employed on Embaffies. Keeper of

the feals in 1630, fent to prifon in 1633 to the Caftle of

Angouléme, where he was. confined for ten years.

Keeper of the Seals again in 1650, refigned them in

. 3651, fpent the remainder of his life amidft the dif-
fenfions of the Court, and died in 1653.

Perer Srcurrr, Chancellor, Duic of Villemur,
Peer of France. FHe appeafed the troubles of Normandy
in 1639.. Hazarded his life at the battle of the Barricades.
He was always loyal, even in times when it was thought
a merit to be otherwife. He contefted not the precedence
with the father of the Great Condé, in the ceremonies,
when he affited in them with Parliament. He was a man
of. probity, of learning, and a patron of men of letters,
He wis the Protector of the French Academy, before this
liberal Society, compofed of the principal Nobles of the
Kingdom, and the béft Writers, was arrived to the ftatg
of needing no other patron but the King. He died at
eighty-four years of age, in 1672.

MatTuew Mois, firft Prefident of the Parliament
of Parisin 1641. Keeper of the Seals in 1651, A juft
and fpirited Magiftrate. It is not true, though inferted
in two new Dictionaries, that the populace attempted
to affaffinate him; but it is true that he always awed the
feditious by. his well-tempered courage and refolution,
He died in 1646.

STEPHEN D'ALIGRE, Chancellor in 1674, fon, of an-
other Stephen, Chancellor under Louis XI1I. He died
in 1677, - . '

~ Micnasc e Taruier, Chancellor in 1677, father

of the illuftrious, Marquis of Louvois. His memory
was honoured with a funeral oration by the great Bofluet.
He died in 1687. '

Louis BoucneraT, Chancellor in 1685.° His de-
vice was a Cock beneath a Sun, in allufion to the device
of Louis XIV, The motto was, Sol reperit vigilem.
¢ The Sun found him watchful.” He died in 1699.

: Lours
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Lovis Pmrrreeavx, Count of Pontchartrain, de-
fcendant of many Secretaries of State, Chancellor in
1699. Hec retired to the Inflitutes® in 1914, and died
in 1727. : ‘
Danier-Francis Vorsin, who died in 1717, was
the predecéflor of the celebrated p’AcuEesseav,

SUPERINTENDANTS of the
FINANGES.

The place of Superintendant was the firf in Council, when
there was mo Prime Minifter : from whence st proceeded,
that Cardinal Richeliew was obliged to folicit the favour,
.in 1623 and 1624, of the Marquis fince Duke of Vieaville,
tben Superintendant, to be admitted into the Council,

CLtz Lt BouTitLie, at firlt Superintendant con-
jointly with CLaupe vk BuLLron, in 1652, fole in
" 1640. He wasthe firft who gave a power tothe Intendants
of the Finantes to impofe taxes, He retired in 1643,
and died in 1653,

_Nricnoras Bairrrur, Marquis of Chiteau-Gontier,
Prefident of the Parliament, Superintendant of the Fi-
nahicés from 1643 to 1648. He died in 1652, better
fkilled in the fcience of the Law, than that of
Financés. He had under him, as Comptroller General,
ParTiceiLr, called Emer1, diftinguithed for his ex-
tortions. '

He was the fon of a Peafant of Sienna, placedin that
ftation by Cardinal Mazarin. He ufed to fay, that the
Minifters of Finances were only made to be abufed. He
was Superintendant in 1648, exiled to appeafe the
people, and afterwards appointed Superintendant for fix
months.

Ewmtrr invented various kinds of impofts; fworn
officers; meafurers and carriers of charcoal; meters,

- ® A convent in Frauce fo called, ,
' pilers,
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pilers, and porgers of wood; principal clerks of the cop-
pices, the bridges, and mounds; perquifites for the books
of accompts, augmentations of ialaries, comptrollers of
fines, the twentieth penny, fees, &c. ' .
The fame EMer1 was Superintendant in 1648 ; but
fome months after was exiled by way of facrifice to the
ublic refentment. - }
TheMarfhal Duke of LaMEeLLERAYE, Superintendant
‘in 1648, during the exile of Emeri. There had been
military men before in this office; He had the probity
of the Duke of Sully, but not his refources. He came
in at the moft difficult crifis ; and the Duke of Sully was
not Superintendant till after the Civil Wars were over.
He taxed all the Financiers, and all the Farmers of the
Revenues. The greateft part of them became Bank-
rupts, and n6 more money was to be had.. He quitted
the office of Superintendant in 1649, and died in 1664.
Emeri affumed the Superintendancy, as ‘foon as the
Marfhal refigned it.- An. Italian named Tont/, then
"invented a new L.oan, upon’Life Annuities, chargeable’
on the National Revenues, which were diftinguifhed into
feveral different clafies; the income of each proprietor’,
that died to be fhared among the Survivors®. This
amounted ta 2 million and twenty-five thoufand Livres
per annum, .which became a prodigious fum to the laft-
furvivor,” This was a heavy charge upon the State for
a few years, but not fo burthenfome, on the whole, as’
thofe that are to remain for ever. He died in 1650.
Cravng pe Mesime, Count D’Avavux, of an ancient’
family in Guienne, 2 man of letters who united Wit and
the Graces to Science. He was appointed Plenipo-"-
tentiary, along with Servien; and was loved by all the
Negaciators, as much as his Colleague was hated. He
was Superintendant in 1650, and died the fame year.
Cuarres, Marquis Duke de la VieuviLLE, the fame’
whom Cardinal Richelieu had difmiffed .from the Coun-
cil, aud fhut up in the caftle of Ambeife, in 1624. He
efcaped from his confinement, and fled into England 5

® This fpecies of Loan is called Fentin, from the inventos”s name.
N ; : m :




THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. xxix

in confequence of which, fentenice of death was pafied
upon him for contumacy. Notwithftanding this,
“he was afterwards created Duke and Peer, in 165 1, and
Superintendant the fame year. He died in 1653.

Rene pe LongueiL, Marquis pe Maisowns, Prefident
@ Moriier *, Superintendant in 1651, which he held
only ayear. It is faid, that in the fpace of that one year
he built the Caftle de Maifons, which is one of ‘' the
nobleft edifices in Europe ; but he had raifed it the year
before. It was the firft attempt, and'the mafter-piece,
of Francis Manfard, who was then a young man, and a
fimple mafon. A ﬁnoular anecdote is told upon this
occafion, which many peop]e have heard as well as my-
felf, from the Grandfon of the Superintendant: One
day, as he ftood over fome labourers clearing out a
well, or vault, he happened to difcover a hidden treafure,
of forty thowfand pieces of gold, of the coin of Charles
1X.; withwhich money he erected this palace. He died
in 1677.

We may oblerve that the Superintendants fucceeded
one another very rapidly, during thefe troubies.

ABEL SERVIEN, after having negociated the Peace of
Weftphalia with the Duke of Longueville and the
Count d’Avaux, and having had the prmcxpal honour
in that tranfaction, was made Superintendan: in 1653,
jointly with Nicholas Fouquet; and continued in it till-
his death, which happened in 1659 ; but M. Fouquet
had always the principal diretion in that department.

Nicrovas FouqueT, Marquis of BeLL:-1sLe, was Su-
perintendant in 1653, though he was Attorney-General
in the Parliament of Paris, T hey have printed by
miftake, in the Age of Louis X1V. that he expended
eighteen huandred “thotifand Franes + in building his

. Palace at Vaux, now called Villars; butitis an error of
the prefs; he laid out eighteen millions of the currency
of that time, which make about thirty-fix of curs,

* A Prefident of Parliament & mortier—fo called from a fort of
cap they wear.
L 4+ Francs are Livres.

-
- . CARDINAL
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CarpinaL Mazariw, afterhis return ip 1653, eblig-
ed the Superintendant to pay him three millions a year
for fecret fervices, He purchafed for a fmall value the
old cried-down Bills, and paid himfelf the full fums ®,
This ruined Fouquet. Never was a fquanderer of the
Royal Finances more princely generous than this Su-
perinten,d'ant. Never had man in office more perfonal
friends, and never was a Pcrfon under perfecution fo
faithfully ferved in his misfortunes. He was, however,
fentenced to perpetual banifbment by the Commif-
fioners who fat on his trial, and died forgotten, in 1689,

Afeer his difgrace, the poft of Superintendant was
fupprefled. . . '

Under the Superintendants there were Comptrollers
General. Cardinal Mazarin named to this .office a
Foreigner, a Calvinift of Augfburgh, named Bar.
tholomew Hewart, who was his banker, This Hewart
had, ineffe, rendered great fervices to the Crown. It
was he who, after the death of Duke Bernard of Saxe-
‘Weymar, gave his army toFrance, by advancing all their
pay before-hand. It was he who retained this {ame
army, and fome other regiments, in the fervice of the
King, when Vifcount Turenne would have tempted
- them to revolt, in 1648. He advanced two millions
five hundred thoufand livres of the .then currency, to
keep them.flaunch to their engagement : two very im-
portant pieces of fervice, which prove that there is
" neither commanding or governing without money.

When the Superintendant Fouquet was arrefted, he
yet lent the King two millions. . He played deep, and
would often lofe a hundred thoufand crowns at a fitting,
- This extravagance prevented his having the firft place

in the ‘Miniftry. The King with good resfon prefer-
red M. Colbert. Hewart died only Counfellorof State,
in 1676. :

® The nature of this fraud I do not know, as I am not verfed in
the nature of the French Funds or A&ions; but {uppofe it to be fome-
thing like a Minifterial jobb here of publifhing fome falfe piece of
bad news to fink the Stocks and buy iny and then contradiét it again,

to fell out., ) ' .
His
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His family quitted the Kingdom, after the revocation
of the Edi& o? Nantes, and carried away their immenfe
treafures into foreign countries.

SECRETARIES of STATE, and
COMPTROLLERS-GENERAL
of the FINANCES.

Enrv-Avcustus b Lomenie,Count.of BRIEWNE,

A had the department of Foreign Affairs during

_the minority of Leuis XIV. His haughtinefs was no

difadvantage to him, as it was founded wpon fentiments

of honouvr. He has left us fome inftruétive Memoirs,
and died in 1666. ~

CLaupE LE BourILLIER DE CHAvIGNI had the War
department, and died in 1652. _

Lovuis PueLipgavx, Marquis de la VrivLiere, had
the Pomeftic Affairs under his infpection, and died in
1681.

His fon of the fame name, Secretary of State, died
in 1700. Both of them were efteemed for their virtues,
and loved for their mildnefs of manners.

-Henry-Louvis pe Lomenie, Count of Brienne, fon
to chry-Augu{tus, had the vivacity of his father, but
was deficient 1n his other qualities. Being-Coundellor of
State at the age of fixteen, and appointed-to the depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs, he was {ent into Germany to in-
fruct himfelf. He travelled as far as Finland, and wrote
his Tour in Latin. He executed the office of Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs for twenty three-years; but
having loft his wife Henrietta de Chavigni, he was fo
much affe®ted, that his mind wandered from all
worldly bufinefs, and he retired into folitude. The
remainder of his life was very miferable. They have
ftruck out his name in the latter hiftorical dictionaries ;
but thould have thewn greater compaffion to his unhappy
condition, and more refpet to his memory. "

UGH
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HvcH, Marquis of Lvonne, of an ancient family in
Dauphiné, had the management of Foreign Affairs to
the year 1670. We have fome Memoirs of his. He
was a man of great application, and extremely amiable. -
He died in 16%1.

Jonun-BaptisTCoLBERT advanced himfelf folely by his
- merit.  He rofe to be Intendant to Cardinal Mazarin.

Being perfeétly inftructed in all the parts of government,
and particularly in' the fcience of Finances, he became
a very neceffary affiftant in the ruinous ftate to which -
Cardinal Mazarin, the Superintendant Fouquet, and,
ftill more, the unhappinefs or the times had reduced the
ublic revenues. Louis X1V, confulted privately with

im, in order to inftruét himfelf. He ruined Fouquet, in

concert with the Chancellor Le Tellier; but fuch an ani-
mofity mlght well be pardoned him, on account of the or-
der and ceconomy he introduced into the Finances, and of

- his other fervices, the memory of which ought never to
be forgotten. He was Comptrollcr-Gcne-ral in 1664.
He may be confidered as the Founder of Commerce and
Architeture, and the Protetor of all the Arts; nor did
he neglect Agnculcure, as is faid in all the late publica-
tions'of thattime. His genius and his attentions could not |
have fuffered him to overlook fo eflential an article.
The only" thing he can be reproached with, on that
account, is his not fuffering -the grain to be exported
out of the kingdom *. He died in 1683. :

Joun-BarTisT COLBERT, Marquis of Se1oNELAT, fonr
- to the former, with a greater genius even than his father,
and more penetrating and better cultivared, was made
Secretary of State for the Marine departmtnt, which he
raifed to the moft refpe@able fituation of any in Europe,
and died in 169aq.

CHARLES-COLBERT DE CRorssr, brother to the great

Colbert, was Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in
" 1679, after feveral glorious and fuccefstul Embaties.
He {ucceeded to. Arnold de Pompone Secretary of

* Which certainly is not the way to encourage tillage.

4 ‘ -~ CHARLESs
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State, but he is placed before him here, not to intersupt
the lift of the Colberts. He died in 1696. .
Joun-Baprist CoLBERT, Marquis of Torci, fon of
the former, was appointed Seeretary of State for forcign
affairs, on the death of his father. He joined dexterity
to probity; never made a promife which he did not
fulfil; was loved and refpeéted by all ftrangers ; and
died in 1746. ‘
SiMoN ArNoLD pE PomponE was Secretary of State
for foreign affair$; in 1671; a man of wit and letters,
as were moft of the Arnolds; loved in focial life, and
. often preferring the pleafures of company to public
bufinefss. He was diimifled in 1679; and replaced by
the Marquis de Croffi. He did not continue Secretary
of State for life, as is faid in the new Hiflorical Ditio-
naries 5 but the King left him ftill the title of Minifter
of Statey with the permiffion of fitting in Council, which,
however, he never made ufe of, He died in 1699.
MicHaEeL LE TeLLier, the Chancellory was Sccretary
of State until the year 1666. A
Francis-MicuasL LE TeLL1ER, Marquis de Louvors,
the greateft Minifter in the War department that ever
had been in France. He was appointed Secretary of
State in 1666. He was more efteemed than loved by the
King, the Court and the People. He had the good for-
tune, as well as Colbert, to have defcendants who have
done hanour to his family, and fome of whom have been
Marfhals of France: ]t is not true that he died fuddenly,
on coming out from Council, as is repeated in books
and Dictionaries, He drank the waters of Balaruc, acd
would proceed upon a journey at the fame time, which
indifcretion occalioned his death in 1691,
~ Louis-Franeis te TELLIER, Marquisde BarBEZIEUY,
fon to the Marquis de Louvois, was madc Secretary of
War affairs, after’ tlie death of his father. He was a
young man who preferred his pleafures and parade
to the bufinefs of his employ. He died at the age of
thirty three, in 1701.
BavrTHAZAR-PHELIPPEAUX DE CHATEAUNEUF fuc
Vor. L. S - ceeded




Xxxiv THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV.

ceeded his father the Marquis of Vrilliére in 1669, exer-
-cifed the funétions in 1676, and died in 1700,
Craupe LE PeLLETIER; Prefident of the Inquefls,
Provoft of the Merchants, an honeft man, modeft, and
retired. He ftudied the Canon law, which did not
. much recohménd him as a fucceffor to the gteat Colbert,
‘and yet he was appointed fo, in 1683. The King was
~ told that ke was unfit for the place, as he was of too
ealy a difpofition. ¢ It is for that very reafon I have
chofen him,” replied Louis X1V. He quitted the Mini-
ftry and the Court in about fix years -after. All his
family have becn remarkable, like himfelf, for their in-
tegrity. He died in 1711,
Lours' Puerirpeavx, Count of Pontchartrain, the

‘fame that had been Chancellor, entered into public fer-

vice as firlt Prefident of the Parliament of Brittany ;
was made Comptroller General in 1690, after the retiring
of the Comptroller General Le Pelleticr ; and Secretary of
State after the death of the Marquis de Seignelai, in the
fame year 16g0. It was he who placed all the Academies
under the guardianfhip of the Secretaries of State, by
the affillance, of the Abbé Bignon, except the French

Academy, which acknowledged no Patron but the King. -

" Jerome Puerippeauvx, Count of Pontchartrain, fon
of the former, Secretary of State during the life of his
tather, the Chancellor; difmifitd by the Duke of Orleans,
on the death of Louis XIV.

Micuaer CuamirrarT,” Counfellor of - State and
Comptroller-General in 169g9; Secretary of State for
thé War department in 1707; a man of mildnefs and
moderation. He could not long fuftain the weight of
two fuch laborious employs, in fuch difficult times, and
. was foon obliged to refign them. He died in 1721.

Nicuoras Desmarers, Comptroller-General in 1708,
zealous, indefatigable, and intelligent; but could not
remedy the evils occafioned by the War. He refigned
after the death of Louis XIV. and died in' 1721.

-»- CATALOGUE
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CATALOGUE.:

Of the greateft Part of the FrENcH WR1TERS who appeared
in the Age of Louis XIV. intended to jer've as a Literary
Hipry of that ZEra.

BADIE (James), born at Berne, in 1658 celebrated

for his Treatife on the Chriftian Religion; but who

afccrwards did an injury to that work, by another

intitled, The Openmg of the Seven Seals. He died in
. ]re]and, in 1727.

ABADIE, or LABADIE (John), born in Guienne, in
1610. -Firft a Jefuit, then a Janfenift, and laft a Pro-
tefant. He endeavoured to found a Se, and to join
with La Bourignon ; who anfwered him, that every man
had his own peculiar holy fpirit, and that his was muc
fuperior to that of Abadie. He left behind him thirty-
one volumes of Fanaticifm. He is mentioned here,
only to fhew the weaknefs of the human mind. He had
fome difciples, and died at Altena, in 1674.

Agrancourt (Nicholas Perrot d’), of an ancient fa-
mily of the Parliament of Paris, born at Vitri, in 1606.
An elegant tranflator, Whofe verfions were ftiled /es belles
infidéles®. He died poor, in 1664.

ACHERI (Luke d’), 2 Benedictine, a great and judicious
compiler; born in 1608, and died in 1685.

ALexanper (Notl), born at Rouen, in 1639; a Domi-
nican. He wrote feveral theological works, and dif-
puted much about the cuftoms og the Chinefe, againft
the Jefuits who had been Miflionaries there.

Ameror pE LA Houssaie (Nicholas), born at
Orleans, in 1634. His tranflations, with political notes,
and his Hiftories, are much fought after:  His Memoirs
in an alphabetical order are very defe&tive. He was
the firft that explained the government of Venice. His
Hiftory gave offence to the Senate, which remained :ken

® The charming Deceptions. ‘The canvas of this piQure is too
mach ftrained,

c 2 s under
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under the old prejudice, that there are certain political
myfteties whicfn ought not to be revealed. The World
has fince difcovered that there are no myfteries in go-
vernment, and that true policy confifts in being rich,
and keeping good armies on foot. Amelot tranflated
and commented on The Prince of Machiavel; a work
- long a favourite with little Princes, who were quarrell-
ing about fmall States badly governed, but now of no
value, fince great Potentates, always well armed, have put
an end to the hopes and ambition of the leffer pow-
ers. Amelot thought himfelf the greateft politician in
Europe, yet was never able to raife himfelf into the legft
confideration in life, and died in extreme poverty; which
might arife from his being a politician in theory, rather
than prattice. - He died in 1706. .
_ AmerorTe (Denis), born in .Saintonge, in 1606.
He was of the Oratory. He is chiefly. known by a tole<
rable good tran{lation, of the New Teftament. He died
In i678. ‘
~ AwmonTons (William), born at Paris, in 1663; an ex-
ecllent mechanift; and died in 1699. .
ANCILLON (David), born at Metz, in 161%7; a Cal-
. vinift. He and his fon Charles, who died at Berlin, in
1725, had fome reputation for literature. _
~ AnseLM, an Auguftine Monk, the firft who made a
gencalogical hiftory of the Great Officers of the Crown,
ince continued, and augmented, by Du Fourni, Auditor
of Accompts. There is no determinate notion of what
conftitutes the Great Officers. It is generally imagined,
that they are thofe to whofe office the title of Grand,
‘or Great, is annexed; as the Great Mafter of the Horfe,
the Great Cup-Bearer, &c. But the Conitable, the
Marfhals, the Chancellor, &c. are Great Officers, and
.yet bear not the title of Great; and others who have i,
are not always Great Officers. The Captains of the
Guards, the Firft Gentlemen of the Bedchamber, &c.
are fince become Great Officets; but they are not entered
in Anfelm’s lit.” Nothing has ever been decided in this
mazter, and there remains as much uncertainty and con-

. fufion
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falion in all the rights, and in all ¢he titles, in France,"
as there is of order and regulation in the Adminiftration. -
He died in 1694. ‘

ArnoLp (Anthony), twentieth fon of him who pleaded -
againft the Jefuits, a Do&or of the Sorbonne, and born
in 1612. Nothiag is better known than his eloquence,
his erudirion, and his difputes, which rendered him-
fo celebrated, but at the fame time fo unhappy, ac-.
cording to the vulgar notions, which place unhappinefs
in poverty and exile, without balancing the account
with the glory, the friends, and the healthy old age,
that werc the portion of this famous man. It is
faid, in the Supplement to Moréri, that Arnold, in-
1689, with the ¥iew of recommending himfelf at Court,
wrote a Libel againt William III. intitled, 7 be true Por-
trait of William-Henry of Naffau, the modern ' Abfalom,
the modern Herod, the modern. Cromwell, and the modern
Nero. This title is not in the ftile of Arnold, but rather.
refembles that of Pere Garaffe. He never condefcended to
flatter the Court, Louis XIV. would have fcorned to
have received a book with {o grofs a title; and .thofe
who attribute either the Libel; or the defign of it, 0.
the great Arnold, appear to be ignorant that writing of
books was not the method of recommending one’s-f:}f

. at Court. He djed at Bruflels, in 1694. -

The author of the Hiftorical, Literary, Critical, and.
Janfenift Dictionary fays, under the article Arnold,
that as foon as his book upon frequent Communion
appeared, ¢ Hell trembled, and the Jefuit Nouet made
“ the firf} attack upon it.” Now it is difficult to know
exactly what fort of opinian the Devils may have form-
ed of a book juft publifhed; and as to mean, they have
intirely forgotten Father Nouet. It is very true, that
the greateft part of Arnold’s polemical writings are
equally unknown at this day. It is the general fate of
moft difputes. The author of the Hiftorical, Literary,
Critical, and Janfenift Di&ionary is up inarms againft
this'eruth.  He has his reafons ; but then he ought to
kpow, that the abufe thrown out on the fubje& of

3 €3 theological
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theological difputes, is, a# prefent, as much defpifed as
the fquabbles themftlves ; and one need fay no more:
ArnoLp-p’AnpiLLY (Robert), elder brothér to the
former, born in' 1588, and one of the diftinguithed
writers of Port-Royal. He prefented to Louls XIV:
at the age of eighty-five, his tranflation of Jofe-
phus, which of all his works is held .in the moft
‘efteem. He was father to Simon Arnold, Marquis
of Pompone; ‘Mihifter of State; but this Minifter could
neither prevent the difputes nor the difgrace of his
Uncle the Dottor of the Sorbonne.  He died in 1674/

. Aupignac (Francis d’), born in 1604. He nevgr
had any inftruétor but himfclf.- Being atrached fto
Cardinal Richelieu, he was of courfé an enemyf to”
Corncille. . His Praftice of the Theatre is yet refad ;
but he has proved by his Tragedy of Zenobia, #thac
neither fenfe or learning are capable of confeprring
talents. He died in 1676.

. Ausr1 {Anthony), born in 1616. He left
him the lives of the Cardinals Richelieu.and M7izarin,
which, though indifferent performances, afe capgible of
communicating: good inftruction. He died in }1695.
Tt was he who firft deteéted the forgery of the Pgitical

‘Teftament of Cardinal Richelieu.

The Countess p’Aunois. Her Travels ald her
Memoirs of Spain, with fome flight Novels, havd given

- her-fome reputation. She died in 1705.
- D’Avrient, aJefuit, Author df a new method of
writing hiﬁbry.n‘ He has left us the Chronolgical
Anmals from 160x- to 1715. He has there given us
every thing .of. confequence that happened in that in-
terval in Hurope, fairly difcufied, and in - few. words.
No writer has ever fhewn. more difcernment in diftin-
guithing the true; the falfe, .and the doubtful. He has
written, alfo, fome Ecclefiaftical Memoirs; but they are
unluckily infected with the fpiric of - party. Marcel
and he have been both excelled by the Chronological .
Hifiory of France of ‘the Prefident Henault; . a work
at thefame time the fulleft add yet moft concife, that
' ever

2
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ever was publifhed of the kind, and the moft ufeful
alfo for the Readers, ' , .
BaiLLer (Adrian), born near Beawvois, in 16493
a famous Critic; and died in 1706, _
Bavrze (Stephen), of the Limofin, born in 1631. He
made a colle&tion of the Manufcripts contained in the
Library of Colbert. He laboured in his ftudies to the
age of eighty-eight. He left us feven volumes on
ancient monumeats. He was exiled for having fup-
ported the pretenfions of Cardinal Bouillon, who imagin-
ed himfelf independent of the King, founding his plea
upon his having been born of a fovereign family, at the

.time that the cqmpenfation for the lofs of Sedan had -

not yet been perfected. He died in 1718. .

Bavrzac (John-Louis), born in 1594. A man of elo-
quence, and the firft that inftituted a-prize for clo-
quence. He was appointed Hiftoriographer of France,
and a Counfellor ot State, which he ufcd to call mag~
nificent trifles, The French language is'much indebted
to him. He firft gave number and harmopy to profe.
He poflefled fo diftinguithed a reputation in his life-
time, that aperfon named Goulu, General, or Superior,
of the White-Friars, wrote two volumes of abufe againit
him. He died in 1654 *.

BaraTier, the moft fingular genius, perhaps, that
ever appeared in Literature. He ought to be clafizd
among the French, though he was born a German. His
father was a Refugée preacher. He underftood Greek
at fix years old, and Hebrew at nine. He made a
traflation of the Travels of the Jew Benjamin of. Tudelle,
with critical annotations.  This young Baratier was well -
fkilled in Hittory, in Philofophy, and in Mathematics.
He aftoniihcd all thofe who knew him when al.ve, and
was much regretted at his death.,  He was not more than

nineteen years of age, when he was fnatched from the
world,

* It appears extraordinary that M. Voltaire has not mentjoned a
colleftion of Letcers which are replete with wit and good fenfe, and
are the only writiags by which this author is known at prefent.

¢ 4 Bagpeirac
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Barserrac (John), born at Beziers, in 1674, a Cal-
vinift, Profeffor of Law and Hiftory at Laufanne, a
Tranflator and Commentator on Puffendorf and Gro-
tius. It feems that thofe Treatifes on The Law of Na-
tions, of War and of Peace, which were pever regarded
or confulted on any declaration of war or treaty of
peace, nor to determine the rights of any man, are a fort
of confolation to the people for the evils that politicks
and violence have fubje@ed them to, ~They give
us juft fuch an idea of juftice, as portraits do of emi-
nent perfons whom we have never feen. He died in 1729.

Barsizr DavcourT (John),known among the Jefuits
by the name of the Sacred Advocate, and to the World
by his Critique onthe Dialogues of Father Boubotrs,and by -

the excellent pleading he made for an innocent man put -

to the rack. 'He was a long time patronized by Colbert,
who made him Comptroller of the King’s edifices; but,
having loft his protettor, he died in great PoV_crty, in
6yg n g )
Barprer (Mademoifelle) wrote fome tragedies.
Baron (Michagl), Itis not thought that the pieces
‘publithed under his name werg his own. His ‘more
acknowledged merit was, his being anaccomplithed ator;
a rare perfection, and which none buc himfelf was dif-
tinguilhed for, in thofe times. This excellence requires
moft of the gifts of Nature, a comprehenfiye genius,
and indefatigable applicatiop : and yet the world feem'
moft unaccountably to defpife it! The preachers often
frequented plays, behind a grated lattice, to ftudy the
grace and action of Baron, and thence mounted  their
pulpirs to declaim againft theatrical reprefentations. It
is the cuftom for Confeflors to require from Actors on
their death-beds, a renunciation "of their profefiion.
Baron had quitted the ftage in 1691, through fomme dif-
guft. He réturned to it again in 1729, at the age of
fixty-eight, and was recciyed with applaufe till the year
1729. ' He then retired a fccond_ time, and died
the fame year, aged near feventy-eight; declar-
ing in his laft moments, that he had never felt the
lealt ferople of confcience for repeating before the pub.
R . . T
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lic the mafter-pieces of genius and morality of the great
writers of the nation, and that nathing can be more ab-
furd than auaching difgrace to the reciting of a wark,
which it was an honour to have compofed.

‘Barreaux (James de la. Valleé, Seigneur Degs), is
known among perfons of politg literature, for feveral
elegant little poems in the tafte of Sarazin and Cha-
pelle. He was a Counfellor of Parliament. Itis a certain
fa&t, that being tired qut .once with a fuit of law, in
which bhe was Counfcl, he paid the fum in difpute
out of his own pocket, threw his brief into the fire, and-
quitted the Bar for life. His little pieces of poctry are
ftill preferved in the hands of the curious.. They are all
written with too free a pen, ‘

" The public voice has imputed a fonnet to him, as in-
gifftrent ay it is famous, which fnifhes with thefg lings,

Tonnne, frappe, il eft tems, ren-moi guerre poyr guerre,
Jradore en pénflant la raifon qui t'aigrit; )
Mais deflus quel endroit tombera ton tonnere,

-Qui ne foit tout couyert du fang de Jefus-Chrift 2

Let Lightning blat, and Thunder ftrike me dead,
Thy vengeance muft a jutice be efteemed ;’ ’
But on what part of this devoted head

Can fall thy ire, which Chrift hath not redeeimed ?

But it is a miftake ; the Poem was not written by Des.
Barreaux, and he was much difpleafed at hearing it
attributed to him. The Abbé de Lavau, then young
and giddy, was the real author. I have feen the proof
of itin a letter of his to the Abbé Servien. Des-Bar-
reaux died in 1674.
" Basnact (James), born at Rouen, in 1653, A Cal:
vinift, and Minifter at the Hague, but fitter *for a Mi-
nifler of State than of a parith. Of all his works, his
Hiftory of the Fews, with thofe of the United-Provinces,
and of the Church, are the moft cftecemed. Tempo-
rary hiftories are of little value, after the eras are
paffed and gone; but works of general utility- are
glways “of - canfequence, He died in 1723.
ays o ‘ A .

) Basxags
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Basnack pE Brauvvar (Henry), of Rouen, an Ad-
vocate in Holland, but more of the Philofopher. He
wrote On Toleration in Réligion. He was a laborious
fcholar, and has left us an edition of the Diftionary of
FEuretiére, augmented., He died in 1710. [ .

Bassompierre (Francis, Marfhal de), Though his
Memoirs relate to the preceding age, he may fairly be
comprehended in this lift, as he lived_ to the.year 1646.
. Bavupran (Michael); bornat Paris, in 1633, a2 Ge-
ograplier, but lefs efteemed than Samfon. * He died in
1700. : .
7BA.YLE {Peter), born at Carlat, in the province of Foix,
in 1647.- He retired t Holland, rather "3s" a Philofo-
pher than a Calvinift. He was perfecuted during bislife
by Jurieu, and afterhis death by the enemies of Philefo-
phy. 1f he had forefeen how much his Diétionary would
have been held in efteem, he would certainly have ren-
dered it more valuable, by cancelling the names of ob-
fcure perfons, and adding more -illuftrious ones. Itis
rather from his excellent method of reafoning that he is
principally diftinguifhed, than from his manner of writ-
- 1ng, which is often diffufe, loofe, incorre&, and fome-

times cenfurable for a familiarity of ftile which frequent- -
ly finks into vulgarity. He was more of a Di‘alegticmh
than a Philofopher, "knowing fcarcely any. thing of
phyfics. He was quite ignorant of the difcoveries of
the great Newton. Moft of his philofophical articles
cither fuppofe or controvert a Cartefianifm, which no
longer fubfifts. He knew no other definition of Matter,
than that of extenfion. - Its other properties, difcover-
ed or prefumed, are the foundation of real Philo-
fophy. He has given us new demonftrations, and new,
doubts ; fo that in many places the fceptic Bayle is not
even.fceptical enough. He lived and died a mexe Philo-
fopher.” Des Maifeaux ‘has written his life, ina largd
volume; when there was hardly enough to have filled
half-a-dozen pages. The life” of .a fedentary author
is to be found in his writings, He died in 1706.

' ~ ) Tt
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The perfecution which the fanatical Jurieu raifed up in
a free country againft this Philofopher, ought never to
be forgotten. He roufed the. Calviniftical Gonfiftory
againft him upon feveral pretenées, but principally on
the famous article of David, in his Ditionary. * Bayle
had highly cenfured the -excefies, the deceits,- and the
cruelties, that this Jewifh Prince bad been guilty of, at
the time when the grace of God had abandoned him.
It would not have becn amifs, if this fame Confiftory had :
compelled him ro celebrate this fame Jewifti Pritrce, who,-
on his great penitence, obtained of God that three-
_ {core-and-ten thoufand of his ‘fubje&s (hould die'of the
plauge, to expiate the crime of their King in having
* dared to.number his people. But what ‘is well - worthy
of remark, is, that this fage Council of Divines, in
their cenfure, reproved him for having fometimes. praif-
ed a few good Popes, and forbad him ever to commend
any Pope again ; ¢ Becaufe,” faid they, in thefe ex-
prefs words, *they are not Members of our Com-
* munion.” This is one of thofe features which beft
characterifes the fpirit of Party. Some have endeavour-
ed to carry on his Diétionary, but they have not been
able to imitdite him. The Continuators thought they
had nothing, more to do but to compile. We fhould
be poflefled of the genius and-the logical faculties of
Bayle, to acquit ourfelves properly in a work of this
kind. ) '

BeaumonT pE Pererixe (Hardouin), Preceptor to
Louis XIV. and Archbifhop of Paris. His Hittory of
Henry IV. whichis only an abridgment, infpires us with "
an efteem for this great Prince, and is a good model for
Princes. He wroté it exprefly for his Pupil.. It is faid
that Mezeray had fome fhare in it; and in appearance
there is a good deal of his thanner of writing in it. But
Mezeray was not mafter of that affecting ftile, fo worthy,
in many places, both of the Prince whefe life Percfixe
was writing, and of the man ta whom it was addrefled.
The excellent counfels that are there interfperfed for
governing by himfelf, were not inferted till the fecond
edition, publifhed aft!er the death of Cardinal Mazar‘;r;.

: : ¢
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We-are taught to know Henry 1V. better ‘in this
hiftory, than in that written by Daniel, the flile of
which is too dry, and where there is too much faid of
Facher Cotton, and too Jittle of the great qualities of
Henry IV, and of the particulars of the life of this ex-
cellent Monarch, Pérefixe moves every heart naturally
fenfible, and tempts us.almoft to adore the memory of
a Prince whofe foibies were only thofe of an amiable
man, but whofe virtnes were thofe of 3 grear one.
Péréfixe died in 1670,

De Beauysosre (Ifaac), born at Niort, in 1659, of a
family diftinguithed for the profeffion of arms, and one’
of thofe who did honour -to their country, which they
were forced to abandon. His Hiftory of Mawicheifm is
one of the moft profound, ghe molt curious, and the beft
written, of his works. We find there developed that
philofophic religion of Manés, which was deduced from”.
tbe dogmas of the gncient Zoroafter and the ancient
- Hermis, a religion which feduced St. Auguftin for a
long time. This hiftory is enriched with a fund of know-
ledge in antiquity s bur, after all, it is only (like many
other_books not fo well written) a colle&ion of the er-
rors of the humap underftanding. = He died at Berlin,
. 1738, . o .

ngszRADE (Ifaag de), born in Normandy, in 1612,
‘His little coyntry-honfe of Gentillj, to which he retired
toward the latter part of his life, was furnifhed (if we .
may fo fpeak) with infcriptions in verfe, which had
more merit than all his other works. °Tis a pity thag
there was-no colletion made of them. He died in
1691. : o

'9Bs rciERr (Nicholas) had the title of Hiftoriographer
of France; but he is better known by his curious Hijj-
gory of the Highways iw the Raman Empire; furpafied,
jndeed, by our own ip beauty, but not in ufefulnefs..
His fon compleated this vfeful work, and publithed it
--in there'gn of Louis XIV. Hedied in 1623.

BerNarD (Mademoifelle), Authorefs of feveral the-
atrical pieces, conjointly with the celebrated Bernard
de Fontenelle, who. wrote almoft the whole of Brasus,

: It
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It is proper to obferve here, that the Allegorical Fable
of Imagination and Happinefs, which has been imputed
to her, was written by the Bifhop of Nimes La Parifiére,
fucceflor to Fléchier. )
BernarD (James), of Dauphiny, born n 1658. He
was a man of great erudition... His Journals ase in great
efteem. He died in Holland, in 1718, =~
Bernier (Francis), {urnamed tbe Mogul, born at
Antwerp, in theyear 1625. He was cight years Phyfi-
¢ian to the Emperor of India. His travels are curious.
He wanted, in concert with Gaflendi, to revive, in part,

. the Atomic fyftem of Epicurus; in which, certainly,

he had good reafon on his fide ; for the feveral fpecies of
Nature could not be fo uniformly reproduced the fame,
if the conftituent principles of things were not invati-
able. But the romance of .Defcartes then prevailed.
He died a true Philofopher, in 1688.

" Abbé Lk Btur, born in" 1687. One of the moft
leirned men in the whole hiftory of France. He
thould have been employed by a Colbert, but he came
too late. 'Hedied in 1750.

Bicnon (Jeremiah), born in 1590. He left behind
him a greater name than his works intitled him to.
The beft age for Literature was not yet arrived. The .
Parliament, to which he was Advocate-General, honour=
ed his memory, with great juftice. He died in 1656.

BiLLautr (Adam), known by the name of MasTEr
Apam, a carpenter of Nevers. This fingular genius
muft not be paffed- by, who, without the leait knowledge
in literature, became a Poet in his thop. We cannot
negleét citing here the following Rondeau, which has
more merit than many of thofe by Benferade.

Pour te guérir de cette feiatique,
Qui te retignt comme un paralitique,
Entre deux draps fans aucun mouvement,
Pren-moi deux brocs d’un fin jus de farment;
Puis li commgnt oa le met ¢n pratiques
Prens-en deux deigts, etbien chauds les applique
Sur ’épiderme ol la douleur te pique;
Et w boiras le refte prompterient,

Pour te guérir,

Sur
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. Sur cetqvis ne fois point hérétique,
Car je te fais un ferment autentique,
Que fi tu crains ce doux médicament,

“Ton. Médecin pour ton foulagement,’
Feral’eflai de ce qu’il communique
" Pour te guérir.

T'o cure my friend of his fciatic,
~ Which long has held him paralytic,

Between the. fheets your limbs recline,

And near you place a bow] * of wine ; )
" Which thus apply. BRe fure a drop

Upon the fuff’ring part you pop,

And quaff the reft, before you ftop,
! To cure my friend. ‘

Of this prefcription have no.fear;
For as example makes all clear,

- That all your doubts may hence be ended, |
Your Dofor, from the firft, intended, /
Himfelf to quaff the dofe commended

To cure my friend.

‘He had penfions from Cardinal Richelieu, and from
Gafton, brother to Louis XIlI. and died in 1662.

BocuarT (Samuel), born at Rouén in 1599. He was
a Calvinift, and one of the beft fkilled of any man in
Europe in Languages and Hiutory. He was one of
thofe who went to Sweden to inftruct and admire Queen
‘Chriflina. He died in 1667.

BoiLeav Despreaux (Nicholas), of the Academy,
born in the village of Crone, near Paris, in the year
1636. . He firft ftudied 'at the Bar, and afterwards at
the Sorbonne +; but being difgufted with the chicanery
of both, he delivered himf{elf over intirely to his natural
talents,. and became the honour of France. His works
have been o often commented upon, and fo many of
. the minutiz in them have been taken notice of, that any
thing which could be here faid, would be fuperfluous.

\

® The French prefcription fays tawo ; but! thought one fufficient.
+ The Sorbonne is a fchool'in France, where thofe who are defign-
ed for the Church, are fent to be inftruted in divinity.
L One

-
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One remark here, however, appears effential ; which
is, that we. fhould carefullydiftinguifh in his Poems what
is merely proverbial, from what is worthy of being
precept. His Maxims are noble, wife, and ufeful;
they are formed for men of fenfe and tafte, for, the beft
company. The Proverbs are only fit for the vulgar,
and we know that the vulgar is to be met with in every
rank of life, ‘ ‘

Pour paraitre honnéte homme en effet il faut Iétre.
On me verra dormir au branle de {a roue *.

-Chaque age a fon efprit, fes plaifirs, & fes mogurs.

L’efprit n'eft point ému de ce qu’il pe croit pas.
Le vrai-peut quelquefois n’étre pas vraifemblable.

To.appear a good man, in effe@t he muft be fo.

They fhall fee me afleep on the wheel turning round *..
Each age has its wit, its pleafures, and manners.

The mind is not moved by the things it believes not.
The truth may not always appear the moft likely,

Thefe extricts contain maxims worthy of..perfons of
fenfe; but for lines {uch as thefe, ’

J’appelle un chat un chat, & Rolet un fripon.
Va-t-en chercher ton pain de cuifine en cuifine.
Quand je veux dire blanc, la quintenfe dit noir.
Aimez-vous la mufcade ? on en a mis partout.
La raifon dit Virgile, & la rime Quinaut .

Such phrafes better become the Canaille, than the
converfations of polite company. C
BoiLeau (Giles), born at Paris, in 1631, and elder
brother to the former. He has left us fome tranflations, .
which have more merit than his verfes. Hedied in 1669.
BoiLeau (James), another elder brother of:the famous
Boileau Defpréaux, a Dottor of the Sorbonne. He was
a fort of heteroclite genius, and wrote fome whimfical
books; as, the Hiftory of the Flagellants, the Immodeft
Aceoutbmens, the Halits of the Priefts, &c. He died
‘in 1416,
* The wheel of Fortune,
+ Thefe extradts are left in their orizinal, as there is no:tranflating
{;-roverbs literally. Thefe and the preceding quo:atio: s are glldetached
mnes. ' '

SIS Bonpir

’
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Boinpin (Nicholas), Treafurer of France, and
Attorney-General of the Exchequer. He was a
© Member of the Academy of Béllcs-c}..ettrés, and known
by his excellent refearches upon the ancient theatresy
and on the Roman tribes. He wrote a lively Comedy,
called The Sea-pors. Itwas a fatirical criticifm. The
Hiftorical and Janefenift Ditionary treats it as atheiftical.
He never wrote any thing about religion.  Then why
_ infult the memory of a man whom the authors of that

. Ditionary never knew ? He died in 1753.

BoisroBerT (Francis L MrTeL); more known by his
favour with Cardinal Richelieu, and by his fortune,.
than by his merit. He compofed eighteen pieces for
the Theatre, which were not well received by any but
his Patron. He died ir 1662.. - . . :

Borvin (John), born in Normandy, in the year 1633,
brother to Louis Boivin, and like him alfo a good Com-
mentator on the beauties of the Greek Authors. He
died in 1426. :

L’AsBe. v Bos. Ris Hiflory of the League of
Cambray is profound,- political, and interefting. It
fhews us the Cuftoms and the Manners - of the
Times, and is a perfe& model in its kindi All the
‘Artifts read with inftruction his Refleéfions on Poetry,
Painting, and Muyfic. It is the moft ufeful work that
ever was publifhed on thefe fubje@s, in dny nation of
Europe. There are but few errors in it, and a number
of reflections juft, new, and profound. Itis not a me-
thodical compofition, but the Author thinks, and makes
his readers think. And yet he underftood not a note
in mufic, never wrote a couplet in his life, and was not
mafter of. a fingle pitture in the world. But he had
read, feen, heard, and refleCted much. He died ' in
1742. ..

7 Bossu (René LE), borh at Paris in i731. A Re-
gular Canon of St. Géneviéve. He laboured to recon:
cile Ariftotle with Defcartes, without knowing that
ncither one nor the other could fland the teft. His
Treatife on tbe Epi¢ Pocin has great reputation, but
it will ngver make a Poct.  He died in 1680.
T oL Bossue?
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Bossm-:'r (James Benignant), of Dijon, born in 1627,
Bithop of Condom, and afterwards of Méaux. He com-
pofed ffty-one works; bur it is to his Funeral Oraticns,

nd his szcour[e upon Uiver jal Hiftory, that he is in-
debted for his fame,

It has been faid, and often repeated in print, thdt
this Bithop lived a married life; and St. Hyacinth,
known by the part ke took in the pleafantry of Mata:
nafius, has paffed for his fon. But there never was the
leaft proof of this ftory. A confiderable family in Paris,
which has produced perfons of merir, affirms that a pri-
vate contra® of marriage had pachd tetween Boflfuet,

“then very young, and Mademoifelle Des-Vieux; that

this Lady had made the facrifice of her paffion and her
condition in'life, to the preferment which the eloquence

of her Jover was likely to elevate him to in the Church,

and confented never to take advantage of the contra&
as it had not been confirmed either by the rites of the
church or-thofe of love; that Boffuet bcmg thus fet
free from a marriage connefion, entered inio orders
and that after the death of this Prelate, it was this fame
family that regulated the renewals of leales, and all
marrisge- hccnie , in that diocefe.

This Lady, fiy the family above-mentioned, never
abufed the dangerous fecret the was in poﬁ'cmon of;
but lived always upon terms of friendhip with the
Bifliop, in a difcrect and refp-étable union. He made
her a prefent of as much money as purchafed for her the
litle eftate of Mauléon, five miles from Paris; wpon
which fhe afflumed the name of: Maulcon, -and hvcd to
the age of near a hundred.

With regard to the good Prelate hlmfelf it has been
(1id that he entertained fome philofophical fentiments
which did. not exatly fquare with the tenets of theolagys
refembling a wife magiftrate, who, while atting according
to the Jetter of the law in his public capacity, ‘carrles
his private notions fometimes above it, from a fuperio-
fity of undcrﬂandmg Hc died in y704.: .o

oty 1, d : Bovcatuy
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BoucHENU DE VALBONNAIS (]ohn-Pcter), born.at
Grenoble*, in 1651. He travelled in his youth, and
happened to be on board a fhip in the Englifh flcet, at
the fea-fight of Sulebay. He was afterwards Firft Pre-
fident of the Council to the Counts of Dauphiné. His
memory is held in honour at Grenoble, for the good
fervices he had rendered that City ; and in the literary
world, for the merits of his erudit:on.  His Memoirs of
Daupbme were compofcd when he was blind, from
notes he had taken from the books that were read to
him upon that fubje&®. He died in 1730.

Boupier, author of fome natural and artlefs verfes.
He made on his death-bed, at the age of eighty-fix,
the following Epitaph for himfelf :

J étais Poéte, Hiftorien 5
Et malntcnant je ne fuis rien.

. As-Hiftorian and Poet 1 once was well known,
‘Tho® now I am nothing, beneath this cold ftone.

» " Boun1ier, Prefident of the Parliament of Dijon.
Hbs learning has rendered him famous. He tranflated
fome pieces of ancient Latin poetry into French verfe,
He faid they could never be otherwile properly rendered;
but his verfes fufﬁcxcm!y prove the difficulty of the at-
tempt.

Bounouns (Domlmck), a Jefuit, born at Paris, in
1628. Both our language and our tafte have been much
indebted to him. He has left us fome good works, upon
‘which fome good c‘rméxfms have bccn made. Ex privatis
odiis refpublica crefcit +. -

* The Life of St. Ignatius Loyola, which he compofed,

is not much cﬂ:ccmed ‘and- that of St. Francis Xavier
-abounds with* contradléhons s but his Remarks ox
‘Language, and more particularly his Method “of forming
Atbe fudgmmt apan Work.s (y‘ Gemx.r, wxll always "be of
* A City of France in Dauphmy. /

t .1 leave this fentence as I found it, but cannot percexve how it
apphcs in thjs placc 77 rar;/lator. -

2 fer-
i 1w b
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fervice to young ftudents who would improve and direct
their tafte in polite literature, : : _
In thefe he has warned them to avoid all bombaft, far-

fetched conceits, and the faux-brillant. It he judges . -

rather feverely in fome places Taffo, and other Italian
poets. he generally condemns them with good reafony
His ftile is pure and agreeable. : \

His little work of The Method of forming 1he Fudg-
ment, &c, mortified the ltalians extremely, and became
a national quarrel, at Jaft. They were juitly apprehen-
five that the opinions of Bouhours, fupported by thofe
of Boileauw, would become the jus et morma. ‘The
Marquis Orfi, therefore, and fome other of their writers,
publithed three folio volumes in defence of fome verfes
of Taffo.

It may be remarked, that Father Bouhours may be
thought to have no right to reprehend the falfe thoughts
of the Italians; he who had compared Ignatius Loyola
to Czfar, and Francis Xavier to Alexander. But he
was feldom guilty of fuch abfurdities.

BousLLauvp lfmael), of Loudun, born in 1605, well
ftudied in hiftory and the marhematics. He died in 1694.

The Count pe BourainvitLiers, of the Houfe of
Crouy, the beft fkilled of any man in the kingdom in
hiftory, and the beft qualified to write that of France,
if he had not been rather too fyftematic. He ftiled the
feudal Government * the maiter-piece of human wit.”
He regretted the times, when the people being flaves
of little tyrants, both ignorant and barbarous, had nei-
ther induftry, commerce, or property; and he thought
that 2 number of chieftains, oppreflors of the people and
encmies to monarchy, formed the moft perfet Govern.
ment *, >

Notwithftanding his fyftem, he was an excellent
Citizen, as, in fpite of his filly confidence in judicial
Aftrology, he was a perfect philofopher; of that kind,
at leaft, which fets but little value upon life; and de-
fpifes the article of death. His writings, which how-"
ever one fthould perufe with fome precaution, are pro.

s ¢ An Ariftocracy. :

ds . found,
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found, and ufeful. At the end of his works they have
printed a large tract,  to render the King of France
““ more opulent than all the S,vereigns of Europe
¢ joined.” But ’tis very evident that this fupplement had
not the Count of Boulainvilliers for its author, He
died about the year 1720.

Bourparoue, born at Bruges, in 1632, a Jefuit. He
was reckoned the beft model of good preachers in
Europe. He died in 1704.

BoursaurT (Edmond), bornin Burgundy, in 1638.
His Letters to Babet, much efteemed at :that time, are
fince become, like all the letters in that ft.le, an amufe-
menc only for young country readers,  His comedy of
Afep is yet in reprefentation. He died in 1701.

Boursels (Amable) born in Auvergne in 1€06. He was
Author of feveral works of Politics and of Controverfy,
Silkon and he are fufpeéted to hdve been the authors of
the picce, intitled The Policical Teftament, atributed
to Card.nal Richelicu, He died in 1672, )

Boursier (Laurence), of the College ot the Sorbonne,
born in 1679, Author of the famous book Of the Action
of God wupen bis Creatures, or Of Natural Premotion,
It is a work of profound reafoning, ftrengthened by greag
erudition, and written in a very cloquent flile, But the
attachment to certain dogmas has deprived. this cele-
brated compofition of much of its folidity and force,
The Author frems 10 refemble a State Minifter, who,
after eftablithing general laws, would turn them afters.
wards to {erve private interefts,

It is very difficult 10 conneét particular fvftems of
grace with the univerfal doétrine of the gternal and im-
mutable ation of Providence over all its works. [t
muft be confeffed that theie are only two hypothetes in

hilofophy, to explain the machinery of the world.

lither God at firft ordained, and Nature has implicitly
obeyed the eftablithed order ever fince; or God gives
continually to every thing, both its being, ard its mo.-
dification of exiftence. A third fuppofition is inexplis
cable, '

. .1‘
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It is pompoufly written in the new Diioniry, Hif-
torical, Literary, Critical, and Janfenift, thaj Bourfier,
s like the eagle, rifes into the fkies, and dips his pen
“in the bofom of God.” .This is a bold ficure, to
make an Ink-horn of the Deity. This is the firft vme
that- he was ever compared to a bottle of ink: He died
in1747. :

Breseur (William) born in Normandy, in 1638.
" Heis known by his tranfllation of the Pharfalia; buc it
is not fo generally known that he wrote The Lucan
Traveftied. He died in 1661.

BreTEUIL (Gabriclle-Emilia) Marchionefs of Chitelet,
born in 1706, She illuftrated Leibnitz, and tranflated
and wrote comments upon Newton; a merit of little
efteem at Court, but refpeéted among all nations that
value themfclves on knowledge, and who have admired
the depth of her underftanding, and the cxient of her
- ¢loquence. _

Of all the women .who have fhone an ornament to
France, this Lady poffeffed the largeft portion of genius,
without ever affeting the leaft pre eminence. She died
in 1749. ' :

Bxugmu (Henry-Auguftus de' Loménie on? Secre-
tary of State, He has left us his Memoirs. It might
be ufeful if other Minifters would leave theirs behind
them, provided they were fuch as have been lately
digefted under the name of the Duke of Sully. He
died in 1666. :

Abbé pe Brueys, born in Languedoc, in 1639:
Ten volumes of controverfial writings which he has
publithed, would have lcft his name in oblivion, if it
was not for the little Comedy of The Grumbler, fupe-
tior to all the farces of Moliere, and that of the
Advocate Patelin, an ancient monument of the true
Gallic naiveté, which he revived, and which will pre-
ferve his memory as long as there remains a Theatre
ih France. . .

Palaprat affifted him in both of thefe pleafant
performances; They are the only works of geniug

d3 that
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that two authors have ever compofed in concert*. He

died in 1723.

There is a very fingular fa&t to be met with
in the Coliection of Literary Anecdotes, 1750, pu-.
blithed by Durand, volume lI. page 369, which’
it may not be amxfs to quote in this place. The
author’s words are thefe: ¢ I'he amours of Louis XIV.:
- ¢ having been brought on the Englith ftage,

s¢ Louis XIV. in return, wquld have thofe of Wil-
¢ liam IIf. reprefented alfo. The Abbé Brueys was
“¢¢ directed by M. de Torcy to write the piece; which,
<« though approved of, was never pcrformcd » It
is to be obferved, that this fame Colletion of Anecdotes,
which is ftuffed with fuch fort of tales, is printed with
approbation .and privilege. But they never exhibited
the amours of Louis XIV. on any London Theatre; and
it is well known that King William never had any
miftrefs. But if he had, Louis XIV. was too much
attached to the forms of dccency, to giveorders that his
intrigues fhould be made a public farce; nor was
M. de Torcy a man to be employed on fo filly a piece of

- bufinefs. In fhort, the Abbé Brueys never did compofe

~ fuch a ridiculous work as is here attributed to him.
One cannot too often repeat, that the greateft part of
fuch Colletions of Anecdotes, of the Anas, of the
Secret Memoirs, &c. with which the prefs is generally
{o loaded, are nothing more than compilations made
at hazard by hackney-writers.

.+ La Bruvgre (John), bosa at Dourdan, in 1644. He
certamly drew his Charaéiers from seal and known per-
fons, His book has made many bad imitators. What
he has faid towards the end againft the Atheifts, has
its merit; but when he touches upon the fubjett of the-
ology, he falls below even the Theologifls themfelves.
He died in 1696.

® Voltaire, it would feem, had never heard of Beaumont and
Fletcher, Perhaps Shakefpearc had given him a furteu of the hngh(h

’ _drama. Tranflator.

Brumoy,,
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_ Brumov, a Jefuit. His Greek Theatye is reckoned
the beft work of the kind that we have. He has
proved by his poetry, that it was much eafier to
tranflate and praife the Ancients, than to equal, by his
own productions, the great Moderns. - It may, befides,
be a reproach to him not to have been fenfible of the
fuperiority of the French over the Greek Drama,
and of the vaft difference there is between The Mifan-
thrope*® and The Frogs+.

Brun (Peter LE) born at Aix, in 1661, of the Oratory.
His critical work, Upon Superfiitious Praf#:ces, is in re-
quelt; but he was a Phyfician who treats of very few

 difeafes, and was'always an Invalid himfelf. He died
in 1729. . :

Burrier (Claudius), a Jefuit. His Artificial Memory
is very ufeful to thofe who would have the principal
articles of hiftory always ready at hand. Verfe (I do |
not mean poetry; was employed, at firft, for the fame
purpofe ; which was to imprint in the memories of men
the events which they would preferve the remembrance
of. He died in 1737.

Bussy RasuTtin (Roger, Count of), born in the Ni-
vernois, in 1618. He wrote with purity. Both his
works and' his misfortunes are well known. His
Amours of the Gauls T is deemed but a middling kind of
performance, in which he imitated Petronius, but fell
very fhort of his original. The folly of the French was
for a long time to imagine that all Europe was curious

® A Comedy of Mcliere.

+ Of Ariftophanes.

t This was the caufe of his difgrace. The piece was not intended
for the prefs, but was prefented in manufcript to the King, who was
fo difpleafed at it, that he fent the Author to the Baflile. Buffi Ra-
butin pretended that it had been altered and interpolated by mali-
cious perfons, before it was delivered. - He made great.intereft, and
wrote many ingenious and foothing addrefles to his Majéfity, to obtain-_
his liberty, which he did at laft ; but was then exiled to his own
Caftle in the Country, where he remained until he died, without
being able to get a remiffion of his fentence. His panegyric on
Louis XIV. written in his banithment, is a finithed, piece. It is to
be met with in his Memoirs, Tranflatpr.

d ¢ ebqut
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about their amours and gallantries. A.number of pro-
fligates, from this vanity, have written the’ hiftory of
their intrigdes, that were never read even by the cham-
ber-maids of their Miftiefles. He died at Autun,
m 1693.

' The Chevalier e Carry, who is known only under
the name of Aeceilly, was attached to the Minifter Col-
bert. The date of his birth, or his death, is not known.
There is a collection of fome hundreds of his Epigrams,
among which there are a number of bad ones, but a few
that are pretty enough. He wrote naturally, but
without any imagination in the expreffion.

CaLMeT, a Benedittine, born in 1672. Nothing is _
more ufeful than his .compilaiion of refearches on the
Bible. The fats are exalt, and the citations faithful. He
does not think, himfelf; but in bringing every thing to

light, he affords good matter for reﬂc&ion. He died
in1757.-
CaLpreNeDE -(Walter De LA), born at Cahors, about
the year 1612. Gentleman in Ordinary to the King.
It was he that firft gave a vogue to prolix romances.
The merit of fuch compofitions confifted in the advén-
‘tures, the contrivance of which was not deftitute of art,
- and which were not impoffible, though very 1mprobablc.
Boiardo, Ariofto, and Taflo, on the contrary, have
filled their epic poems with fictions quite out of nature.
But the charms of their poetry, the numberlefs beauries
of the detail, their charming allegories, thofe efpecially
of Ariofto; thefe circumitances, I fay, render their
poems immortal; and the works of Calprencde, as well
as others of the fame ftamp, are long fallen into con-
tempt. Another thing too that has contributed to their
fall, is the perfection to which our Theatre has rifen.
There is more of {fcntiment to be met with in our good
Tragedies, and in our Operas, than there is in all thofe
enormous:volumes. Thefe fentiments too are better ex-
prefied, and a knowledge of the human heart more deeDly
mveftigated in them; fo that Racine and Quinaul:,
who have in part imicated the ftile of the old romance,
have reduced them to oblivion, in fpezking to the heart
T . .- a language
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a language more juft, more tender, and more' harmoni.
ous. Fle died in 1663. .

CawmpisTroN (John), born at Touloufe, in 1656; a
pupil and imitator of Racine. The Duke of Vendéme,
whofe Secretary he was, made his fortune, and Baron,
the Comedian, a part of his reputation. There are af-
feCting paflages in his pieces: they are, indeed, but
weakly written; but the ftile is pure; and after him the
language of our theatrical pieces was {fo much negleted,
that it funk almoft into barharicy at laft. Boileau de-
plored thiscorruption on his death-bed. Hedied in 1733.

Du CangEe (Charles du Frefne), born at Amiens, 1n

.1610. His two Gloffaries are ufeful for explaining
all the cultoms of the Lower Empire, and the fucceeding
ages, We are altcnifhed at the extent of his know-
ledge, .and of his labours. Such men deferve our eter-
nal acknowledgments, after thofe whofe wit and genius
have adminiftered to our pleafure. He was one of thofe
to whom Louis X1V, was liberal. He died in 1688.

CassanNDER, as well as Dacier, has rendered more
fervice to the reputation of Ariftotle, than all the pre-
tended philofophers together. He tranflated the Rhe-
toric, as well as Dacier did the Poetics, of that famous
Greek. We cannot but admire Ariftotle, and tie age
of Alexander, when we fee that the preceptor of that

. great man, howeverdecried in his natural philofcphy, was
complete mafter of the principles of eloquence and poetry.
Where is the natural philofopher of our days, who could
inftru&t us how to compofc an oration, or a tragedy ?
Caflander lived and died in the extremeft poverty;
which was the fault, not of his talents, but of his in-
traable charater, which was ill-tempered and unfoci-
able. Thofe who complain of fortune, may often
blame themfelves for their lot. :

Cassini (John Dominick), born in the province of
Nice, in 1625, and called to Paris by Colbert, in 1666.
He was one of the greateft aftronomers of his time, but
he commenced, like the others, with aftrology. As
he was naturalized in France, married ‘there, had
children in the kingdom, and died in Paris, he has a

3 ' right
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‘tight to be'numbered among the French Writers. He
has immortalized his name by his Meridian of St. Petro-
nius, at Boulogne. It ferves to fhew the variations of
the Earth’s fwiftnefs, in its movement round the Sun.
He-was the firt that fhewed by the parallax of Mars,
that the Sun muft be at leaft thirty-three millions of
miles from our globe. He foretold the courfe that the
Comet of 1664, would take. He was the perfon that
found out the five Satellites of Saturn. Huygens had
not perceived any more than one; and this difcovery of
Caffini was celebrated by a medal, in the Medallic Hif-
tory of Louis XIV. He died in 1712. :

Catrovu, born in 1659. A Jefuit. He compofed, .
in conjunction with Father Rouillé, twenty volumes of
the Roman Hiftory. They endeavoured to inveftigate
eloquence, but could not bring it to a precifion. He
died in 1737. :

Du Cerceav (John Antony), born in 1670. He was
a Jefuit. There are among his French Poetry, which
is but of a middling kind, fome natural and happy lines.
He has blended with the refined language of his' own
time the Muarotic ftile *, which enervates Poetry by its
unhappy facility, and which impures the language of
thefe times with obfolete words and expreffions. He
died in 1730.

-Cgrist (Germain-Habert, &c.). He was the Auro-
ra of good tafte, and of the eftablithment of the French
Academy. His metamorpbofis of the eyes of Pbillis into fars,
was thought to be a chef d’ccuvre, but ceafed to be
deemed fo, as foon as good authors appeared. He died
in 1655. . '

LaCaampre(MarinCureau pe),born atMans in 1594.
He was one of the firlt Academicians, and died in 1669.
He and his fon had fome reputation.

CuanTereau (Louis le Fevre), bornin 1588. A
very learned man, and one of the firft who digefted the
Hiftory of France; but he has given fanétion to a great

® The Doggerel, or Hudibraftic meafure and manner of writing
verfes ; called Marotic, from Clement Marot, who firit introduced it in
France. Tranflator.
. error
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error in it, which is, that the hereditary fiefs did not
commengce until after the ra of Hugh €apet. If there
- was only the example of Normandy, given, or rather
extorted, on the title of an heredirary fief, in g12, that
alone would be fufficient to deftroy the aflertion of
Chantereau, which many fubfequent hiftorians have
finnce adopted, upon his credit.  Itis moreover certain,
that Charlemagne inftituted Fiefs with propriety
in France, and that this form of Government was ufual
before him, in Lombardy, and in Germany. He died
in 1658, .

CuareLain (John), born in 1595. Without La Pe-
. celle, (The Maid of Orleans) he would have eftablithed
a reputation in the literary world. This bad poem
was worth more to him, than the lliad was to Homer.
Chapelain was, however, uleful from his learning. He
correCted the firft verfes of Racine. He commenced
with being the oracle of authors, and finithed with be- -
ing their difgrace. He died in-1674.

La CrareLLe, Receiver General of Finances, and
author of fome Tragedies, which had fuccefs in their
time. He was one of thofe who attempted to imitate
Racine; for Racine formed, without defigning it, a
fchool, like the great painters. He wasa Raphael, but
never made a Julio-Romano. However, his firft difciples
wrote with fome purity of language ; andinthe decadence
which followed, we have fcen, even in our own times,
whole Tragedics, in which there are not a dozen verfes
together 'without fome grofs fault. Obferve from
what a height we are fallen, and to what excefs we
are arrived, after having had fuch excellent models !

CaarecLe (Claudius ’Huillier), natural fon to I’ Huil-
lier, Mafter of the Accompts. Itis nottrue that he was
the firft who made ufe of redoubled rhimes; D’Aflouci
had ufed them before him, and even with fome fuccels.

Pourquoi donc, fexe au teint de rofe,
Quand la charité vous impofe,

La loi d’aimer votre prochain;
Poavez-vouz me hair fans caufe,

Moi qui ne vous fis jamais rien ?

Eh! pour mon honneur je vois bien, '
Qu'il faut vous faire quelqus chefe, &c.

Tell
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‘Tell.me, coy one, tell me why,

'+ Since the Jaws of charity .
Say youﬁieighbours you fhould love, -
You to me remain fo thy,

‘Who ds nougbt your hate to move ?
‘Then an honour it mutt prove, ,
To do_fomething {peedily, &c.

There are a great many of thefe redoubled rhimes in
Voiture., Chapelle fucceeded better than the reft, in this
ftile, which poffefles both harmony and grace ; but in
which he has often preferred a fterile abundance of
rhime to the thought and the turn of expreflion. His
voluptuous life, and his great modefty, contri-
buted not a little to the recommendation of his little
pieces. It is known that in his Voyage de Montpeilier,
- there are a great many traits of Bachaumont, fon of the
Prefident Le Coigneux, one of the moft amiable men
of his time. Chapelle was, befides, one of the beft pu-
pils of Gaflendi. But one fhould 'properly diftinguifh
the eulogiums which fo many men of letters have be--
ftowed on Chapelle, and other fmall wits of his ftamp,
from the praifes due to fuperior geniufes.—The charac-
ter of Chapelle; of Bachaumont, of Brouflin, and of all
that fociety of the Marais ®, was eafe, gaiety, and free-
dom. We may judge of Chapelle by this impromptu,
which I have never yet feen' printed. He wrote 1t at
table, juft after Boileau had recited’ an Epigram of his.

Qu’avec plaifir de ton haut gile,

Je te vois defcendre au quatrain ;

Et que je t'épargnai de bile

Et d’injures au genre humain,
Quand renverfant ta cruche i huile; -
Je te mis le verre a la main.

With pleafure, from your epic flile,
I fee you condefeend to trifle— ]
- And more to fpare your liver’s bile; -
And your fatiric rage to flifle, .
= T would fpill your lamps of oil,
And give you flatks of wine to riffe;

He died in 1686. ‘
® One of the quarters of Paris, fo ealled. Zranflator:
‘ ST - CHARAS,
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Cuaras, of the Academy of Sciences, the firft that
wrote well upon Pharmacy; fotrue itis, that under Louis
XIV. all the arts began to enlarge their fpheres. This
Pharmacopolift travelling into Spain, was put into
the’ Inquifition, on account of his being a Calvinift;
but a prompt abjuration +, and the interceflion of the
F rcncg Ambaffador, faved his life and liberty, He
died in 1698. .

Cuarpin /John), born at Paris, in 1643. No Tra.
veller has left us more curious Memoirs, He died in
London, in 1713.

Cuare: vaL (John Faucon pe r1s). One of thofe
who acquired a reputation from the delicacy of their wit,
without giving much to the prefs. The famous conver-
fation of the Marfhal d’Hocquincourt and of Father
Canaye, printed in the wo ks of St. Evrem~nd, is Char-
leval’s, all but the (hort differtation upon Janfenifm and:
Molinifm, which St. Evremond has added. The ftile »f
the latter part isvery different from that of the beginning.

. The late Monfieur de Caumartin, Counfellor of Staze,
was in poffeffion of the writings of Charleval, in the
original manufcript.  T'here is an article in Moreri’s
Dictionary, which fays,” * that the Prefident de Kis,
% Nephew to Charleval, refufed to.publith the works of
¢ his Uncle, leit the name of an author might be look-
¥ ed upon ag" a blot in his Icurcheon, or a difgrace ta
“ his family.” One would be apt to fuppofe a perion to
be both of a mean fortune, and an abjett fpirit, to have
gonceived fuch an idea, in the age we are here fpeak-
ing of ; and it was in a Lawyer an inftance of pride be-
coming only the times ot war and barbarifm, when learn-
ing was abandoned intirely to the Gown, from a contempt
both of one and the other. :

CuarrenTtier (Francis), born at Paris, in 1620. An
ufeful Academician. He has left us a tranflation of the
Cyropedia. He was warmly of opinion that all the in-
fcriptions on the public monuments of France, fhould

4 4nd this ;hé wretched Priefts call making a Convert.  Tranflator.

be
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be written in the native tongue. And indeed it is, in
effect, a fort of degradation of a language that is fpoken
throughout all Europe, not to make ufe of it in its own
country. Itis in fome degree to difappoint the very end of
fuch records, to compofe them in alanguage which atove
three-fourths of this very Public underftand not. Be-
‘fides, there is a fpecies of barbarifm in latinizing French
names; fo that pofterity 'may not perhaps beable to con-
ceive what or who is meant by the expreflion. Surely
the names of Rocroi and of Fontenoi have both a nobler
jound and better effe, than thofe of Rocrofium and of.
Fonteniacum*. He died in 1702. '

La Cuatre (Edmond Marquis de) has left us his

Memoirs, and died in 1645.

. Cuavriev (William), born in Normandy, in 1639,
known by his carelefs poetry, and the bold and volup-
tuous beauties which are to be met with in it. The
greateft part of his writings breathe a fpirit of liberty, of
pleafure, and of a philofophy above all prejudices. This
. was his charatter. He lived in luxury, but died with
intrepidity, in 1720,

® 1 donot agree with M. Voltaire iu thefe vain notions about his own
language. ]n?criptions are not defigned for the illiterate, and a
fcholar will always be able.to underfand them, in Latin, which isa
fxed language; while French béing ever a flutuating one, may hard-
ly be intelligible in diftant zras. The French of the fifteenth centu-

ry, requires a gloflary and conftru&tion, now ; bat the Latin fpoken.

before we ever began to reckon by centuries, remains word for word
‘the fame, at prefent, both in fenfe and fpelling. Epitaphs, particu-
larly, fhould be always written in Latin, We may fpeak of the liv-
ing in a living language, but fhould celebrate the dead in a dead one,
if we would have their names or charalers furvive. Pere Lucas,
though a Frenchman, was not {o partial to his own language; for, in
cne of his Latin oratigns, {peaking upon this fubje&, he defends the
ufe of Latin infcriptions, very ingenioufly, in the following words ¢
Nou fe tantum demsttit, non eo ufgue abjicit, ac veluti profiernit gloria, ut
ili popello fe primum committat: amat illa nobiiium et eruditorum per manus
binc, fi neceffe eft, dejcendere ac prolabi gradatim, < Glory does not fo
quickly let itfelf down, or throw itfelf away, and as it were humble
its head in the duft, as to deliver itfelf without referve to the vylgar,
all at once. It loves firft to pafs through the hands of the noble and
the learned, and thence, if fo it muit be, defcend or flide down by
jnfenfible degrecs,” Tranflator. "’ T T :

LIS B N . Thc
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The verfes of his that are ofteneft quoted, are the
picce intitled Ja Goute *, which begins thus:

Le deftrueur impitoyable ‘
Des marbres et de Pairain. . \

The cruel deftroyer
Of marble and brafs ;

and the Epiftle upon Death, to the Marquis de La Fare.

Plus y’approche du terme et moins je le redoute,
Sur des principés firs mon efprit atfermi,
Content, perufadé, ne connait plus le doute ;
* Des fuites de ma fin je n’ai jamais frémi.

Exempt des préjugés j'affronte I'impofture

Des vaines fuperftitions ;

Et me ris des preventions '
De ces faibles efprits dont la trifte cenfure

Fait un crime i la nature
De 'ufage dos biens que lui fit fon auteur.

The nearer to ‘dying the lefs is my dread,
In principles certain I ftill pat my trugt,
’ Content and ¢onvinced I ne’er trouble my head,
For what fhall fucceed when I’m laid in the duft.
| From prejudice free, i defpife the impofture
| Of vain fuperftitions,
: And fcorn the indi&tions
Of thofe fecble mortals whofe ignorant cenfure
; " Makes it finful in nature,
| To tafte of the fweets defigned for the creature,

Another Epiftle to the fame perfén,and which made more
noife in the world, opens thus:

{;ai vit de prés le Styx, j'ai vii les Euménides;
Déja venaent frapper mes oreilles timides,
Les affreux cris du chien de I'empire des morts ;
Et les noirs vapeurs, et les brulans tranfports
Allaient de ma raifon offuiquer la lumiére ;
Ceft lorfque j’ai fenti mon ame toute entiere
Se ramenant en foi faire un deraier effort
Pour braver les horreurs que I'on joint & la mort,
Ma raifon m’a montré, tant qu’elle a pfi paraitre,
! Que rien n’eft en effet de ce qui ne peat &tre; *
Que ces fantémes vains font enfans de la pear
Qu’ une faible nourrice imprime en notre ceeur,
Lorfque de loups-garoux, qu’ elle-méme elle pcnf'e,
De démons et d’enfer elle endort notre enfance,

* I bave not feen the poem; but from the lines, T fuppofe 2z Goure
means the drip, according to the old adage of Gutta cavat lapidem,—

fmqu'm-,
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The Styx I've nearly feen, the Furies heard ;

My timorous ears with th’ howlings have been fcared

Of three-mouthed Cerberus, that guards the dead ;

The clouds of fulphur, and the billows dread

Of liquid fire, have given me fuch affright,

As almoft had extinguithed reafon’s light

Till found philofopty flew to my aid,

And atked me, Why of phantoms fo afraid ?

‘Then proved this truth, by demonftration clear,

That what-is nothing, nothing has to fear ;

That all fuch bug-bears are from terror bred,

‘Which filly nurfes cram into our head ;

And with thofe fcare-crows which themfelves have dreamed,
Qur iufant minds to cowardice are framed, .

Thefe pieces are not corret ; they are but ftatues of M3+~
chael Angelojuft fketched. The ftoicifm of thefe fenti-
ments did got ftir up any perfecution againft him; for
though an Abbé, he was but little known among the
Theologifts, and only lived in private in the focicty of
a few friends. It was his bufinefs alone to put the finifh-
ing hand to his own writings, but he would never take
the trouble of correting them. They have printed fe-
veral infipid trifles of h:s, written and fpoken in focial
converfe, which the greedinefs of Editors had colle¢ted,
and the bad tafte of the times had encouraged. The
prefaces which ftand at the head of this colleétion, are
penned by certain obfcure perfons, who think it is to be
good company themfelves, to-repeat all the common-
place converfations of thofe who are fo.

Cueminars, a Jefuit. He was ftiled the Racine,
and Bourdaloue the Corneille, of Preachers.

Cucron (Elizabeth), born at Paris, in 1648, famous
in mufic, in painting, and in poetry ; and more known
under her own name than that of her hufband, the Sieu
Le Hay. She died in 5711, ‘

Cuevreau (Urban), born at Loudun, in 1653. He
was a man of fenfe and genius, who had a good deal of
reputatior, in his time. He died in 1701.

- CuirrLeT (John-James) born at Befangon, in 1588¢

We have feveral ditquifitions of his. - He died in 1660,

There have bren feven writers of the fame name.
. . CHaisl
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 Cuoisr (Francis de), born at Rouen, in 1644. He
was Envoy at Siam, and publifhed an account of it.
He has compofed feveral hiftories, a tranflation of 7he
Imitation of Chrift,dedicated to Madame Maintenon, with'
this motto, Concupifcet rex decorem tuam, and the Memoirs
of the Countéfs Des Barres. This fame Countefs Des
Barres was himfelf. He habited himfelf, and lived, as’
4 woman ' for feveral years; and purchafed under the
name of the Countefs Des Barres, an eftate near Tours.
Thefe merhoirs give an 'account with great naiveté of fe-
veral intrigues he had under this difyuife. During this
interval he wrote the hiftory of the Cliurch. In his Me-’
moirs of the Court we meet with fome things true, fome
things falfe, and many things too much hazarded ; and
the ftile in which they are written is rather too fa.
miliar, - - . A 4
CLaupe (John), botn in Agenois, in 1619. Mini-
fter of Charenton, the oracle of his party, and a worthy
emulator of the Boffuets, the Arnolds, and the Nicolas,
He compofed fifteen works, which were read with avidi-
ty while the difputes lafted. Moft polemical writings
have but their feafon, while the Fables of La Fontaine,
and the poems of Ariofto, will entertain our lateft pofte-
rity.  Five or fix thoufand folios of controverfy are al-
re6ady buried in oblivion, He died at the Hague in
1687. . L .

Le Corntt {Charles), born at Troyes,in 1611. He
was'of the Oratory. His Ecclefinftical Annals, printed
atthe Louvre by order of the King, are an ufeful monu-
ment, or record. He died in 1681,

Correr (Philibert), born at Dombes, in 1643. A ci-
vilian, and an independant man. He was excommuni-
cated by the Archbifhop of Lyons on account of fome
parith-difpute ; and he wrote againft excommunication,
He reprobated the eftablifhment of monalleries, and all’
religious houfes ; and, in his Treatife on Ufury, he fup-
ported warmly the ufage authorifed in Breflv, (a Province .
of France) of fubjecting the principal to the bearing of
intereft, in bonds; a cuftom approved of in more thari
the half of Europe, and praifed in the reft by all ne

Vav, I, S - gociators
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gociators of money, in fpite of the law that excludes ie.
He affirmed alfo, that the tythes paid to the clergy were
not of right divine. He died in 1718. -

Coromiez (Paul). The year of his birth is not known 3
and moft of his works begin now to be in the fame pre-
dicament. However, they may afford fome amufement
to thofe who are fond of literary refearches. He died in
London, in 1692.

" CoMMIRE, a Jefuit. He had a chara&er among thofe
who vainly imagined they could write good Latin verfe,
and thought foreigners might revive the Auguftan age,
in a language which they did not know even how to pro-
nounce. . . -

In filvam ne ligna feras ®.

ConTi (Armand Prince of ), brother to the Great
Cond¢, defigned at firft for the Church, at a time when
faperftitious prejudices had ranked the dignity of a Car-
dinal fuperior to that of a Prince of the Blood Royal in
France. It was he who had the misfortune to be Gene-
raliffimo of the Fronde, againft the Court, and againft
his brother too. He became-a devotée and a Janfenift
- afterwards. We have of his, The Duties of the Great.
He wrote alfo on Grace, againft the Jefuit Des-Champs,
his old tutor. He wrote likewife againft plays; but,
perhaps he had better have written againtt the civil wars.
Cinna and Polyeuctes were as ufeful and refpe@table in
fociety, as the war of the gates 1 was unjuft and ridicu-
lous.

Corpemor (Gerald), born at Paris. Weowe the clear-
ing upthe chaos of the two firft races of the Kifgs of
France to him; and for this ufeful undertaking we._are
obliged to the Duke of Montaufier, who commanded
him to write the hiftory of Charlemagne, for the inftruc-

* The Latin proverb is of the fame import with the Englifh one:
of *¢ Carry not your coals to Newcaftle:” But § don’s perceive the
juftoefs of its application here. Tranfarer. ’

+ Thecivil war of the Fronde was fo cailed, becanfe the Parliament
had iffued an arret to oblige all owners of Portes. cocheres, ot gate-ways,
to {upply a man for the Parifian army, JZid.

3 tion
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tion of Monftigneur. He found in the ancient authors
nothing but abfurdities and contradi&tions. The diffi-
culty encouraged him, and he performed his tatk with
fuccefs. He died in 1684.

CorneiLLe (Peter), born at Rouen, in 1606. Tho’
they exhibit only fix or feven pieces of thirty-three that
he has compofed, he will ever be confidered as the father
of the Theatre. He was the firft who roufed the genius
of the nation; and that ought to make atonement for
about twenty of his plays, which are in many places
nearly on a level with the worft we have, in the badnefs
of the ftile, the coldnefs of the plot, ill placed and infi-
pid paffions, and a heap of fine-fpun declamation, which
is the very bane of Tragedy. But we ought to judge of a
great man by his finithed, and not by his faulty pieces.
It 1§ faid that his tranflation of tbe Imitation of
Chrift, has paffed through two-and-thirty editions. It
is as difficult to believe it, as it is to read it, once. He
received fome gratuity from the King in his laft illnefs,
He died in 1684. It has been afferted, in feveral of the
colletions of anecdotés,.that his place ufed to be watch-
ed, whenever he went to the Thearre, and that the au-
dience rofe on his appearance, and clapped thgir hands.
But, unluckily, the Public are not fo apt to render jul-
tice ; and the fa is, that the King’s Company of Comes,,
dians refufed to perform his laft’ pieces, and he was
forced to give them to fome other troop.

CorwerrLe (Thomas), born at Rouen, in 16253 2
perfon who would have enjoyed a great reputation, if he.
had'not had a brother. He has left us four-and-thirty
dramatic compofitions ; but died poor, in the year 1709.

" Cousin (Louis), born at Paris, in 16.27. He was Prefi-
dent of the Mint. Nobody ever opened the fources of
hiftory more than he. His tranflations of the Byzantine
Collettion, and of Eufebius of Cafarea, has put it into
the power of all the world to judge between the true
and falfe, and to perceive with what prejudices and
party-fpirit hiftory has been almoft always written. The
Republic of Letters owes him many obligations for a
number of tranflations of the Greek hiftorians, which
‘ ¢ 3 would
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would have alone diftinguithed his name. He died in
1707. :
7’1‘7he Barown pes CouTures tranflated Luctetius into
profe,  and wrote comments upon it, about the middle.
of the reign of Louis XIV. He was of the fame opi-
n'on with that philofopher ®, about the greateft part of
the firft principles of things. He thought matter to be
eternal, as indeed all the Ancients did. The Chriftian
religion is the only one that ever combated this notion.
- CresiLron (Jolliot), born at Dijon; in 1672. We
are ignorant whether a certain atrorney, whofe name
was Prior, firft made him a poet, as it is faid in the
Hiftorical Portative Di&ionary, in four volumes. Itis-
rather more probable, that Nature had a greater hand
in it, than the attorney. We yield as little faith
to the anecdote told of his fon, in the fame work.
We cannot be too diffident of all fuch little ftories,
Crébillon has a claim to be reckoned among the geniufes
- who reflefted a luftre upon the Age of Louis X1V. fince
his Tragedy of Rbadamiftus, the beft of his pieces, was
exhibited in 1710. 1f Defpréaux, who died about that
time, pronounced this Tragedy to be worfe than any of
Pradon’s, it muft be becaufe he had arrived at that age
of life and difpofition of mind, when people become-
fenfible only to the defects, and infenfible to the beau-
ties of a work., He died at the age of eighty-eight, in
1762. . ,
Dacier (Andrew), born at Caftres, in 1651. Hewasa '
Calvinift, as wasalfo his wife ; but they both conformed
to the Catholic religion together. He was Kteper of the
Books of the King’s Cabinet, at Paris; an office that now
{ubfifts o longer. He was more a man of learning than
a good writer ; but he was, and will ever remain, a very
ufeful one, on account of his tranflations, and many of
his notes. He died at the Louvre, in 1722. We owe
to Madame Dacier, his wife, the tranflation of Homer;
the moft faithful in the ftile, though it’ wants force;

* M. Voltaire fcems to confound the Philofopher and the Poet to-
ether, here. Epicorus was the firft, or Democritus before him ;
ucretius was the fecond cnly. . Tranfator. .

: E IO . - and
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and the moft inftru&@ive in the notes, though they do
not pofiefs all that refinement of tafte that we could wifh.
She was not fenfible, it has been obferved, that what
might have pleafed the Greeks in the barbarous ages
of that people, and what was refpected as ancient, in
after-ages more enlightened, would have difgufted, if
written in the times of Plato and Demofthenes. But, in
fat, no woman ever rendered more fervice to the Re-
public of Letters, than fhe did; and Madame Dacier is
certainly one of the moft remarkable perfons of the
Age of Louis X1V,

D’Acuesseav (Henry-Francis), Chancellor, and the
moft learned magiftrate that ever lived in France, being
mafter of half the modern languages in Europe, befides
the Latin, Greek, and a tolerable acquaintance with
the Hebrew ; perfe@tly read in hiftory, profoundly
verfed in law, and, what is yet more uncommon, a man
of eloquence. He was the firft at the bar who fpoke with
force and purity at the fame time. Before his time, the
pleaders ufed only to fpeak fentences. He conceived a
project for reforming the law; but he was only able to
effect four or five ufeful alterations. A fingle perfon was
not capable of that exceffive labour which Louis XIV.
had undertaken with the affiftance of a great number of
magiftrates. He died in 1751.

Dancuer (Antony) has fucceeded, by the help of
mufic, in fome operas, which.are not quite fo bad as his
tragedies. His prologue of the Secular Games, bcfoyc
Hefioné, paffes for a good piece, and may be putin
comparifon with that of Amadis. The following
beautiful apoftrophé, imitated from Horace, has been
preferved, '

Pére des faifons et des jours,
Fai naitre en ces climats un fiecle mémorable.
Puiffe i fes ennemis ce peuple redoutable
Eire i jamais heureux, et triompher tovjours !
Nous avons 3 nos loix affervi la vi€toire ;

Auffi loin que tes feux nous portons nétre gloire,
Fai dans tout Punivers craindre adtre pouvoir,
Thoi qui vois tout ce qui refpire,

_Soleil, puifles-tu ne rien voir
De fi puifflant que cet empire !
: ¢

!

Parent
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Parent of feafons and of light,
Bring back a_memorable age

And with that glory us bedight,
To fhiae in the hiftoric page.

O! let us be fuccefsful fill,
And viftory command at will,

Far as thy piercing eye extendss
‘That thou who all things in a day
Cantft fupervife, may’ft not furvey

' An empire that our own tranfcends.

It is in this Prologue that we find the fonnet which
the poet Rouffeau * fince took his hints from, in
compofing the too free couplets which caufed his dif-
grace. The original pieces of Danchet are, perhaps,
better than the parodies of Rouffeau. The following is
one of Danchet’s, that is beft remembered.

Que P’amant qui devient heureox
En devienne encor plus fidelle !
Que tonjours dans les mémes noeuds
11 trouve une doucear nouvelle !
Que les foupirs et les langucurs
Puiffent feuls fiéchir les riguears
De la beauté la plus {évére!

Que I'amant comblé de faveurs,
Sache les goliter et les taire.

May the lover who is bleft,
The more conftant therefore prove,
And pofleffion be the beft -
Confervator of his love!

Be bis paffion al! the means
Ufed to win th’ obdurate fair ;—
And the favours he obtains

May he tafte, bot not declare!

DancourT (Florent-Carton), an Advocate, born in
1662, chofe to apply hislabours to the ftage, rather than
the bar.” What Regnard + was, in comparifon of Mo-
liere, in polite Comedy, the comic Dancourtwas in Farce.
Many of his reprefentations, even at this time, draw full

* Not the late John-James Rouffcan, bat John-Baptift, hereafter
mentioned in this catalogue. Traifator. . :
+ Mentioned hereafer, in this clals, Ibid.

houfes ;
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houfes; they are lively, and the dialogue is natural.

The namber of pieces written in this familiar ftile, is
" infinite ; but they are more accommodated to the tafte
of the vulgar, than of more refined wits. But amufe-
ment is one of the requifites of mankind, and this {pecies
of low comedy, which is eafily reprefented, is greedily
devoured, both at Paris and in the Provinces,’ by the
multitude, who are not fufceptible of more refined plea-
fures. He died in 1726. ’

Danet (Peter), one of thofe labourers in literature,
who_are more ufeful than famous. His Diffionaries
of the Latin Tongue and of Antiquities, are among the
number of thofe memorable boc?kp compofed in ufum
Delphini, for the inftruction of the Dauphin, Monfeig-
neur, and which, though they did not much improve
the prince, were an advantage to the literature of France.
He died in 1509.

Danceav (Louis, Abbé pe), born in 1643, an ex-
cellent Academician, who died in 1723. :

Dawier (Gabriel), a Jefuit, and Hiftoriographer of
France, has re&tified the errors of Mézeray, in h:s account
of the firft and fecond race of our kings. Itis objected to
him that his di@ion is not always pure; that his flile is
too weak ; that he rarely interefts us ; that he wants de-
{cription that he has not made us fufficiently acquainted
with the cuftoms, the manners, or the laws, of the
times he treats of ; and that his hiftory is only a tedious
detail of military operations, in the account of which
a writer of his profeflion muft often, and unavoidably,
betray his ignorance. The Count de Boulainvilliers fays,
in his Memoirs upon the Government of France, that
Daniet is chargeable with ten thoufand miftakes. This
.isa hard cenfure: bur, luckily for him, the greater num-
. ber of thefe errors are of as little confequence as the .
correCtions that fhould be put in their place. For.what
fignifies it whether it was the lefc or the right wing,
that gave way at the battle of Montlheri? Of what
confequence is it through what paflage Louis le Gres
entered the ruins of Puifer ! A native ought to know by
what fteps the government of a country had changed its

: form
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form ; what have been the rights, and what the ufurpas
tions, of the different ftates ; what the operation of the

. ftates-gencral, and what the true fpiric of the nation,
. Now the great defeé of Daniel is, either his not havin

been thoroughly informed of the rights or conftitution
of the nation, or his having mifreprefented them. He
has intirely omitted the celebrated ftates of 1355. He
has not mentioned the Popes, nor even fpoken of the
great and good King Henry the Fourth, but like 2 Je-
foit. He has thewn no knowledge in the finances of
the kingdom, nor of the interior, nor the manners of it.
He pretends in his preface, and it has been repeated
after him, that the firft zras of the hiftory of France
were more interefting than thofe of Rome, becaufer
Clovis and Dagobert had more territory than Romulus
and Tarquin. He happened not to be fenfible that the
fceble beginnings of every thing that is great, en-
gage the attention of men. We are pleafed to fee the
{mall origin of a people, to whom France was only a
province, and which extended its empire to' the Elbe,
}he Euphrates, and the Niger; whereas it muft be
confefled, that our hiftory, and that of the reft of
Europe, from the fifth century of the Vulgar Ara to
.the fifteenth, is but a chaos of barbarous a&ions, per-
formed by perfons of as barbarous names.-

- Darcone (Noel), born at Paris, in 1634, a Carthu

-fian Friar of Gaillon. He was the only prieft of his

order ‘who ever cultivated literature. His Mfcel-'
lanies, under the name of Vigneul de Marville, are full

of curious anecdotes, though not authentic. He

died in 1504.

DescakT:s (René), born in Touraine, in 1596, fon
to a Counfellor of the Parliament of Brittany. He was
the greateft-Mathematician of his time, but the moft
ignorant in the philofophy of nature, if compared with
thofe who have appeared in the world fince. He paflfed
almoft his whole life out of France, that he might be
able to publifh his philofophy to the world without re-
ftraint, after the example of Salmafius*, who did the
e ¥ Cotemporary ahd friznd of Defeartes,

| ?,‘m%{
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fame. It has been afférted that he had an elder bro-
ther, Counfellor of the Parliament of Brittany, who held
him in contempt, and faid, that it was unworthy of the
brother of a Counfellor to be a Mathematician, Hav-
ing fought for repofe in the folitude: of Holland,
he was difappointed. A perfon whofe name was Voérius,
-and another called Shockius, two Profeflors of thefchola-
ftic jargon that was ftill in vogue, commenced a profecu-
tion againft him, upon the ridjculous charge of Atheifm,
. which all defpicable Doctors of Theology have ever
urged againft the philofophers. In vain had Des-
Cartes cxerted his whole genius in colleting together
all the proofs of the Deity, and in attempting to {uper-
-add new demonftrations to the thefis; his enemies, not-
withitanding, compared him to Vanini, in print. Not
that Vanini was an Atheift, for the contrary had been
evinced; but as he had been burnt at the ftake for
fuch a fuppofed crime, they could not think of any
comparifon more odious. Defcartes with much dif-
ficulty obtained fome flight remiffion of his punifh-
ment, by the fentence of the Academy of Groningen.
His Medjtations, and his Difcour(e upon the Metbod, &c.
are ftill held in efteem ; but all his Natural Philofophy
is fallen to the ground, becaufe it was neither founded
upon geometry, nor upon experiment. He had for a
Jong time fo great a reputation, that La Fontaire, who
was truly ignorant, but an echo of the public voice,
faid of him, .
Defcartes ce mortel dont on éut fait un Dien,
Dans les fiécles paflés, et qui tient le miliea

Entre Phomme et Pefprit, comme entre Phuitre et 'homme:
Le tient tel de nos gens franche béte de fomme.

In former times Defcartes had been
Efteemed a god ; as piaced betweea
Spirit and man ; as dunces clals

*Twixt the human aud the infeét mafs.*

* Pope pays a more hyperbolical compliment to Newton, though
he difgraces it by the grofinefs of his fimile.
: ¢ Superior beings, when of late they faw
é A mortal man explore all Nature’s law,
¢ Admired fuch wifdom in an earthly, thape,
}* And thewed a Neawros as we thew an ape.”” Tranflator.
foat AR @ 463 e / = The



N

Iaxiv THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV.

The Abbé Genét, in the prefent age, has givemrhimfelf
the idle trouble of putting the Phyfics of Defcartes into
" French verfe. [t is only fince the year 1730, that they
have begun to recover themfelves in France from all
the errors of this chimerical philofophy, when geometry
and experimental philofophy have been better culti-
vated. The fate of Defcartes in phyfics, may be com-
pared to that of Ronfard in poetry. He died at Stock-
holm, in 1650. .

DesmareTs DE SaINT-SorLIN (John), born at Paris,
in 1595. He took great pains with the Tragedy of
Miramus, of Cardinal Richelieu. His own Comedy, of
The Vifionaries, was efteemed a mafter-piece ; but it was
becaufe Moliere had not yet appeared. He was Comp-
troller-General of the Extraordinaries of the War De-
partment, and Secretary of the Marine of the Levant.
Towards the latter end of his life he was more known
by his fanaticifm, than his writings. He died in 1676.

Destoucues (Néricaut), after having compofed feve-
ral Comedies, was employed in the affairs of France,
at the Englith Court; and having executed this employ
with fuccefs, he returned, and wrote Comedies again.
‘We do nor, in his pieces, meet with the ftrength and
gaiety of Regnard, and ftill lefs the paintings of the
human hears, that natural, that true pleafantry, that
excellent comic humecur, for which the inimitable
Moliere was defervedly celebrated ; but next to them he
bore fome reputation. He has written fome pieces
which have had fuccefs, although the humour of them
is rather fomewhat ftrained. He has, however, “kept
clear of that fpecies of Comedy which is of a languid
nature ; and of that fort of domeftic Tragedy which
" is neither tragic nor comic, but a monfter born of the

declining genius of authors and the exhaufted fpirit of

the polite Age of Louis XIV. His Comedy of Tbe

Proud Man * is his beft performance, and will probably

keep poficflion of the Theatre, though the charaéter of

. the principal is not well filled up; but the reft of the
charaters feem to be mafterly wr.tten,

* Le Giloricux.
Domar,
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Domar, 4 famous civilian, His book on the Civil
Law has a great character.

Doyjar (John), born at Touloufe, in 1639, a civi-
lian, and a man of letters. He was the father of a child
and a book, every year. The fame thing was faid of
Tiraqueau. The Fournal des Savans calls him a Great
Man. We fhould not be fo prodigal of fuch titles,
He died in 1688. _

Dusgors (Gerard), born at Orleans, in 1629, of the
Oratory. He wrote The Hiffory of the Church of Paris,
and died in 1696.

DucHk, valet-de-chambre to Louis XIV. compofed
fome Tragedies for the Court, on fubje@s taken from
.the Scriptures, after the example of Racine; but noc
with the fame fuccefs. The Opera of Ipbigenia in Tau-
ris is his beft performance. It is in the great ftile, and,
though only an opera, retraces-a juft idea of the beft
Greek Tragedies. This rafte did not long fubfift; for
foon after they defcended to the filly Ballets com-
pofed of detached Ads, contrived “merely to introduce
dances ; fo that even the Opera degenerated at the
time when every thing elfe fell to decay. . Madame de
Maintenan raifed the fortune of this author, and re-
commended him fo ftrongly to Monfieur Pontchartrain,
Secretary of State, that the Minifter, concluding Duché
to be a perfon of fome confequence, thought proper to
pay him a vifit; while the then infignificant and obfcure
Ducké, feeing the Secretary of State call upon him,
concluded that he was come to order him to the Battille.

Ducuesne (Andrew) born in Touraine, in 1584. He
-was Hiftoriographer to the King, and author of feveral
hiftories and genealogical difquifitions. He was called
the Father of the Hiftory of France. He died in 1640.

Durresnoy (Charles), born at Paris, in 1611. He
was both a Painter and a Poet. His Poem on Painting,
was well received by thofe who could relith other Latin’
verfes than thofe of the Auguftan period.: He died
in 1665. .

Durreny (Charles), born at Paris, in 1648. He
pafled for a grandfon of Henry 1V. and refembled hIl-?

o is
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"His father had been valet of the wardrobe to Lotis XIIT.
and this fon was the fame to Louis XIV. who always
countenanced him, notwithftanding the irregularities of
his manners and conduét ; which, however, did not pre-
ferve him from dying poor. With a great fhare of wit,
and more than one talent, he could never frame a’ re-
gular work. He has left us a great many Comedies;
and there is hardly one of them which does not contain
humorous, but fingular fcenes. He died in 1724.°
Dupereix (Scipio de Condom), though born in 1569,
may be enumerated in the Age of Louis XIV. having
lived under his reign. He was the firft hiftorian
who quoted his authorities in the margin; a voucher
abfolutely neceflary, except when one writes. the hiftory.
of one’s own times, or {peaks of fats generally known.
His Hiftory of France is not preferved in libraries, at
prefent, becaufe fince his time there have been others
better compiled, and better written. He died in 1661.
Espr1T: (Jaines), born at Béziers, in 1611, author of
a book, intitled, Of the Falfenefs of Human Virtues, which
is nothing more than a commentary on the Duke of
Rochefoucault’s Maxims. The Chancellor Séguier, who
. had a tafte for his literature, procured him an appoint.
- ment of King’s Council. He died in 1678.
. EstraDEs (the Marfhal p’). His letters are as much
efteemed as thofe of Cardinal d’Offat; and it is a pecu-
liarity to be taken notice of in France, that the common
difpatches are often excellent works. ‘He died in 1686.
- The Marquis pe La Fare, known by his Memoirs,
and feveral entertaining poems. -His talent for poetry,
however, did not thew itfelf ’till he was about fixty years
of age *. It was Madame de Caylus, one of the moft
charming women of her time, both for wit and beauty,

who firft infpired his verfe; and the piece he addrefied ~

20 her,. was, perhaps, the beft of his performances.

* They tell a fimilar flory of the Cannt de Bonarelli, His firft poem
was a Paftoral, which is reckoned equal (q Guarini’s Paftor Fido, and
Taffo’s Amintas, | Tranflator,

M’abane
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M’abandonnant an joor 3 la triftefle,
Sans efperance, et méme fans défirs,
Je regrettais les fenfibles plaifirs
Daont la douceur enchanta ma jeunefle.
Sont-ils perdus, difais-je, fans retour ?
Et n’es-tu pas cruel, amour!
Toi que j’ai fait dés mon enfance,
Le maitre de mes plus beaux jours,
D’en laiffer terminer le cours
A Pennuyevfe indifféreace ?
Alors j” appergus dans les airs
L’enfant maitre de Punivers,
Qui plein d’une joie inhumaine,
Me dit, en fouriant, Zirfis, ne te plain plus,
Je vais mettre fin 3 ta peine,
Je te promets un regard de Caylus.

ODE T0 CUPID:
A PARAPHRASE.

Opprefled with fadnefs, and to fpleen a prey,
Withoat a hope, almoft without defires,
Fow I regret the joys long flown away,

The grateful fuel to my youthful fires !

And are they goas ! for ever gone! I cried:
Too cruel Love, recal them, or I die;

Fhou whe haft all that’s worth of life fupplied,
Thou mafter of my fong, and revelry.

Blind God, prevent my tedious days to wafte
In lifelefs yawns, or cold indifference ;
With art divine retrieve the minutes paft,

- Or faffer not another to commence.

Whilefthus T prayed, the Deity appeared,

Cleaving with amorous fpeed the liquid air ; ,
My gloom difperfes, every pulfe was cheered,

While the kind God did this beheft declare :

No longer, Thyrfis, thy fad fate deplore,
No mere a lite of apathy upbraid;

Thy former feelings { again reftore,
And Caylas fhall confirm the grant I’ve made.

He died in the year 1713,
. . . , LA
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La Faverre ( Maria- Magdeleine de la Vergne,
Countefs pe). Her Princefs of Cleves, and her Zayde,
were the firft Romances in which the manners of polite
life and natural events are defcribed with grace ®*. Be-

fore her time, thefe fort of writings were compofed of -

improbable adventures, told in a bombaftic ftile. She
died in 1693. '

FeLiBien (Andrew), born at Chartres, in 1619. He
was the firft who, in the infcriptions of the Hoétel de Ville,
gave Louis XIV. the epithet of Grand, or Great. His
Dialogues on the Lives of the Painters, is the work which
has done him the moft honour. He is elegant, pro--

found, and there is a tafte breathing throughout his®

writings ; but he has faid too little in too many words,
and writes intirely without method. He died in 1695.
Fenevon (Francis de Salignac), Archbifhop of Cam-
bray, was born in Perigord, in 1651. He left behind
him fifty-fix different works, all of which feem to be
di¢tated by a foul of virtoe;" but his Telemachus in-
fpires it. He was vainly artacked by Gueudeville, and
by the Abbé Faidit. He died at Cambray, in 5715.
After the death of Fénclon, Louis XIV. threw into
the fire all the manufcripts which the duke of Burgundy
had preferved of his preceptor +. Ramfay, a pupil of
this celebrated Archbithop, wrote thefe words to me :
¢ If he had been born in England, he would have un-
¢ folded his genius, and given it full fcope, without
¢ fearing for his principles, which nobody knew.”
Ferranp, Counicllor of the Court of Aids, We
have fome ptetty verfes of his.  He rivalled Roufitau
in the epigram and the madrigal. I give you here &

fpecimen of the ftile in which Ferrand wrote. \

D’amour et de mélancolie,
Celemnus enfin confumé,

En fontaine fut transformé 3
Et qui boit de fes esux, oubdlie
Jufqu’au nom de objet aimé.

® Thefe were publithed under the name of Mr. Seérail, on whom
fhe beftowed them. Tranfator. .

+ Hedid not long furvive this piece of facrilege. Jéid.

. ' Pour
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Pour mieux aublier Egerie,
J'y courus hier vainement ;
A force de cianger d’amant,
L’infidele I’avoit tarie.

With love and melancholy wafted,
Celemuus to 1 fount was tarned *,
Whofe waters by fond lovers tafted,
No more in hopeful flames they burned.
To care defpair, I thither went,
Egeria’s coynefs to defy,

When lo! behold the fad event!
Her former fwains had draok it dry.

. The critics obferve, that Ferrand has more of the natu-
tal, of grace and delicacy, in his gallant pieces, and
that Rouffcau has more &rength and depth in his de-
bauched ones. He died in 1720.

Fruquizres pE Pas (the Marquis), born at Paris in
1648. An Officer compleatly fkilled in the art of war,
and an excellent commentator, though perhaps rather
too fevere, a critic. He died in 1711.

Le Fevre (Tanegui), born at Caén in 1615. A
Calvinift, and a Profeffor at Saumur; defpifing thofe
of his own fe&, and yet living among them; more a
Philofopher than a Huguenot. He wrote as well in La-
tin, as it is poffible to do in a dead language, and made,
Greek verfes which deferved but few readers. The
greateft obligation for which the Republic of Letters is
indebted to him, is his having given Madame Dacier
to the world. He died in 1678."

Lz Fevre (Anne), Madame Dacier. Born a Calvis
nift, at Saumur, in 1651, illuftrious for her literature.
The Duke of Montaufier employed her upon one of
the books named the Dauphin’s +, far the inftruc-
tion of Monfeigneur, the Dauphin. The Florus with
Latin notes is her’s; and her tranflations of Terence and
Homer infure her immortal honour. The only defect

* This-fame fory of Celemnus I apprehend to be a fable of Coun-
ellor Ferrand’s own invention ; for neither the name, nor the meta~
morphofe, are taken notice of among Ovid’s Memorabilia. Tranflator.

t Thofe editions of the Claflics, 1 fuppofe, that are nated In ufam
Delpbini, Ib.d.

' fhe
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.the had, was the too enthufiaftic admiration fhe pro:
fefled for the authors fhe tranflated. La Motte at-
tacked her with wit, and fhe anfwered him with eru=
dition only. She died at the Louvre, in 1720.

Frecuier (Efprit), of the province of Avignon, born
in 1632. He was Bithop of Lavaur, and afterwards
of Nifmes; a poet both in French and Latin, a hifto-
rian, and a preacher ; but moft remarkable for his elegant
funeral orations. His Hiftory of Theodofius was written
for the inftru&ion of Monfeigneur *. The Duke of
Montaufier had engaged perfons of the greateft eru-
ditlon in France to join their endeavours towards per-

-fecting his education. Flechier died in 17:10.

FrLeury (Claudius), born in 1640, was {ub-preceptor”
to the Duke of Burgundy, and Confeflor to Lewis XV,
his fon. He lived at Court in folitude and hard ftudy..
His Hiftcry of the Church is the beft work of the kind
that was ever written; and the preliminary difcourfes
are ftill more valuable than the hiftory. Thefe are phi-
lofophic writings, but the hiftory is nat of that ftamp.
He died in 1723. -

La Fontaine (John), born at Chiteau-Thierri, in
1612 ; the moft artlefs of men, but admirable in
his kind, although negligent and unequal. He was the
only diftinguithed man of his time who never fhared
the bounty of Louis XIV. though he had a double claim
to it, both on account of his genius and his poverty. In-
the greateft part of his Fables he is infinitely fuperior
to all who ever’ wrote befoze, or fince, his time, in any
language whatfoever. In the Tales which he has imi-
tated from Ariofto, he has not preferved all hiselegance or
his purity ; nor is he by any means fo good a painter;
and this is what Boileaudid not perceive inhis differtation
upon Joconde, becaufe Defpréaux did not well under-
ftand Iralian. But in his ftories drawn from Bocace,
La Fontaine is much his fuperior, having more wit,
clecance, and art. Boccace has no other merit but his
fimplicity, his perfpicuity, and the correttnefs of his

* The Dauphia, Lo
- language.

i
|
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language. He has perfected. the Italian, and La Fon-
taine has often corrupted the French. Hé died in
1695. Pupils, or at leaft their preceptors, fhould be
warned to avoid confounding his natural beauties
with his familiar, his low, his negligent, or his trivial
manner of writing ; faults into which he too often
finks. He begins with faying to the Dauphin, in his
Prologuc;

Et fi de t’agréer je n’emporte le prix,
J’aurais du moins ’honneur de I’avoir entrepris.

If Rriving to pleafé you, I meet with contempt,
Yet furely there’s honour in making th® attempt,
Now I cannot conceive what honour there is in not °
being able to pleafe. The thought is as falfe, as, the
expreflion is faulty.

Vous chantier, j’en fuis bien aife,
Eh bien, danfez maiatenant.

You’ve fung, and T am pleafed with it,
And aow you may go dance.

How could a pifmire apply that common proverb to
a grathopper ! : .
Si j’apprenais I'Hebreu, les fciences, - I’hiftoire, v
Tout cela c’elt 1a mer a boire. ’

To learn Hebrew, the fciences, hiftory ! as foon
T mighe thiak I could fup up the fea with a (poon.

We muft confefs that Phadrus wrote-with a purity °
that had nothing of this vulgar ftile in it.

Le gibier da lion-ce ne font point moineaux,

Mais beaux et bons fangliers, daims et cerfs bons et besux.
Un jour iur fes hauts pieds alloit je ne faisod.

Le héron au long bec emmanché d’un long cou 3

Et Je renard, qui a cent tours dans fon fac,

Et le chat, qui n’en 2 qu’un.dans fon biffac.

Voil - | £ Thy -
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”
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. 'The lion with {parrows ne'er fatiates his maw,
Pt fealts on what ven’(on falls under his paw.
One day the hera falking forth, with a long beak,
‘Which like a kaife’s haft is joined to a long neck ;
And fly Reynard that has many tricks in his fack,
And the cat that has only one fhift to her back *.

. 'We thould diftinguifh thefe negligences, thefe puerili-
ties, which abound in the above extracts, from the great "
beauties of this charming aythor, which ftill exceed in a
far greater number. What muft be the natural powers of
natural verfe, when from this fole charm La Fontaine,
with fuch imperfe@ions, has attained to a fame fo uni-
verfal, and {o merited, without ever having invented
any thing! But then what applaufe fhould be given to
the Eaftern writers, who were the original inventors of
shofe entertaining fables, which are read with pleafure
throughout this habitable globe 1 !
 FonTenELLE (Bernard Bouvier de), born at Rouen,
in 1658. He may, be confidered "as the moft univerfal
genius that the Age of Louis XIV. has produced. He
may be compared to thofe lands which are fo happily
fituated as to be able to produce all kinds of fruits.
He was {carcely twenty years old, when he wrote the
.greateft part of the tragic Opera of Belleropbon, and
afterwards compofed the Opera of Thetis and Peleus,
in which he emulated Quinault, and which met with
great fuccels. Thar of #neas and Lavinia was. not fo
" well received. He once t-ied his powers in.Tragedy,
and affilted Madamoifelle Bernard in fome of her pieces.
He wrote two himfelf, one of which was performed in1680,
but he never printed ic.  He was a long time reproached

* There is no comprehending a partial quetation, and the reader
cannot expe@ a tianflation to be more intelligible than its original.
But_the truth is, that thefe lines are unconnefted, and only feleGted
from different pieces of La Fontaine, as examples of the fault Voltaire
would reprehend. The firft couplet isin Fable 128; and the laft is

- altered from two tines in Fable 182, where the fox fays,
. " Jai cent rufes au fac;
and the cat replies, )
Fe n'ai qu'un tour dans mon biffac, - Tranflators

o . $+ The Atrabian Nights, Perfian Tales, &c. )
’ with
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#ith this negle®; but unjuftly; for he -had the good
feofe to difcover, that LHowever extenfive his genius.
might be, he pofleffed not the talent for Tragedy by which’
Peter Corneille, his uncle, wasdiftinguithed: In 1686
he wrote the allegory of Mero and Enégu, by which he
imeant Rome and Geneva. This pleafantfy; too well-
known, joined to the Hiffory of thr Oracles, taifed a

* perfecution againit lim. He afterwards foftained ano-

ther, though not fo dangerous, as it was only a literary
one, for having declared, that, in many points, the Mo-
derns excelled the Ancients. Racine and Boileau, who,
though they had an interéft in Fontenelle’s aflertion,
affected to defpife it, excluded him from the Aca-
demy for a long time. They wrote epigrams againft
him, which he replied to in thé fzme way; and
they continued ever after his enemies. He wrote many
light pieces, in which, however, are difcernible that
depth and acutenefs which difcover a man to be fupe-
rior to his writings. In his verfes, and his Dialogues of
the Dead, the fpirit of Voiture is difcernible, but moré
extenfive and philofophic. His Plirality of Werlds was
a Tingular worllz, in its kind ; and he had the wit to ren-
der the Oracles of Vandalia an agreeable entertdinment;
The delicate fubjeéts touched upon in this book, raifed
him up fome violent enemies, whofe malice, however,
he had the good fortune to efcape. He found how
dangerous it is to be in the right, in matters where men
in power are in the wrong. He tutned his ftudies to-
ward Geometry and Natural Philofophy, with the famé
eafe that he had cultivated the Belles-Lettres y and being
thofen perpetual Secretary to the Academy of Sciences,
he aéted :above forty years in -this employ, with uni-
verfal applaufe. His Hifiory of the Academy often threw
a ftriking light upon the moft obfcure mernoirs. He
was the firft who 1ntroduced elegance. into the fciences;
and if fometimes he happened to ornament them too -
much, it was becaufe his ftile refembled thofe luxuriant”
harvefts,” where flowers fpring naturally amidft the
corn . His Hiftery of the sAcademy of Sciences would
 This fimile contains a moft beautiful fample of poetical wit: Tragf.
' fa have
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have proved as ufeful as it is well written, if it had been
employed in giving an account of the truths. difcover-
ed ; but it explains the opinions that were combated
againft each other, the greateft part of which has been
long fince refuted. The eulogiums he fpoke upon the
Academiicians who died, poffefs the fingular merit of
rendering the fciences themfelves more refpectable, and
- their author alfo. In vain did the Abbé Des Fontaines,
and others of the fame clais; attempt to obfcure his
fame. ltis the common fate of great men to have def-
picable enemies. If he publithed, late in life, fome in-
different Comedies, and a defence of the Vortices of Des
Cartes, one may pardon the firft on account of his old
age, and excufe the latter from the confideration of tlie
prejudices of his youth, when fuch opinions had taken
poffeffion of his mind, in common with all the philofo-
phers of Europe. In fine, he was regarded as the fiift
of men, for the uncommon art of diffufing a luftre and
graces over the abftra® fciences; and he had great
merit alfo, in all the other kinds of liserature he engaged
in. Al thefe talents were fuftained by a perfeét know-
“ledge in languages and hifiory, and he was certainly fu-
perior to all the geniufes of his time who pofiefitd not

" the merit of invention. His Hiftory of the Oracles, which
.1s only an abridgement, executed with difcretion and mo-
deration, of the great hiftory of Vandalia, drew upon him

enemies more violent than Racine or Boileau. Some

Jefuits, who had compiled the lives of the Saints, and

who had the true fpirit of compilers, wrote in their

manner againft the rational opinions .of Vandalia and

Fontenelle. The philofopher of Paris made no reply ;

but his friend, the learned Bafnage, a philofopher of Hol-

land, anfwered them, and the Compilefs nonfenfe was no

longer read. Many years after this, the Jefuit Tellier,

Confeflor of Louis XIV. that unhappy author of all thofe

difputes which  produced fo much evil and fo much ri-

dicule in France, impeached Fontenelle to Louis X1V,

as an Atheift, and produced the allegory of Mero and

Eneyu, before mentioned.  Marc-René de Paulmi, Mar-

quis of Argenfon, then Lieutenant of the Police, and

' ‘ ! fince
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fince Keeper of the Seals, guathed the profecution that
was ftirred up againft him; a favour which the philofo-
pher has fully acknowledged, in the eulogium he pro- -
nounced upon himinthe Academyof Sciences. Thisanee-
dote is more curious than all that has been faid by the
Abbé Trublet about Fongenelle. He died on the 2gth
of January 1757, at the age of near a hundred.

Forein (Claudius, Chevalier de), a Commodore in
France, 'and Great Admiral to the King of Siam. He
has left fome cyrious memoirs, which have been con-
tracted, and give us an opportunity of judging between
him and Du Gué-Trouin. ’

La Fosse (Antony), born in 1658. Maulius is his
beft dramatic piece. He died in 1708. ‘

Fracuizr (Claudius), born at -Paris in-1666. A
man verfed in literature, and of a good tafte. He has
put the Platonic philofophy into tolerable Latin verfe.
He had better have tried to make good Frengh verfe *.
There are fome excellent differtations of his in the ufe- *
ful collettion of the Academy of Belles-Lettres, He
died in 1728.

Fureriere (Antony), born in 1620, famous for his
Di&lionary, and his quarrels. He died in 1688.

Gacon-(Francis), born at Lyons in 1667, inferted by
Father Niceron in the catalogue of illuftrious men,
though he had no other title to fame than his having
written fome wretched fatires. He was principal compiler
of the collettion of thofe grofs jefls intitled, Brévets
de la Calote +. Such poor conceits took their rife in
fome low focicty, who ftiled themfelves Le Regiment des
Fous et de la Calote. They may be adapted to the taite of
the vulgar, but perfons of the leait refinement muft
look upon them with contempt, as well as their authors,

* We may again perceive the ftrong prepoffeflicn cor suthor had
conceived for his natve tongue, Sec the note upon the preceding ar-
ticle of CuarrPENTIER. After fuch an inftance of the force of prejudice,
I do mot think that he had a right to ridicule the fuperftitions of
priefts.  Tranflator.

+ This title cannot be tranflated into intclligible Englifh, as both
the nouns are cquivocal. 1bid. - :

f3 who
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who can neverbe quoted, except to render their examples
odious. Gacon never wrote any thing but his fatires
sbovementioned, in very bad verfe, againit thebeft authors
of his time. Thofe who have done the fame in as bad
- profe, are even more defpifed than he. Such writers are
not mentioned here, except to infpire the like difguft
againft thofe who fhould imitate.them, He died in
1725. : ‘
7G4LANT (Antony), born in Picardy in 1646. He
learned at Conftantinople the oriental languages, and
tranflated a part of the Arabian Tales that are known
under the title of A Thoufand-and One Nights, and among
which he has inferted fome'pieces of h:s own, This is
pne of the books moft univerfally known in Europe,
as being equally amufing to al} nations. He died in
1715,
7A5hbé Gavrrors (John), horn ar Paris in 1632. He
was a man of general knowledge, and the firft who un-
dertook the Fournal des Savans, in concerg with the Coun-
- fellor-Clerk Sallo, who had conceived the original idea of
this work. He afterwards taught the minifter Colbert a
fictle Latin, who, notwithftand'ng his pyblie occupa-
tions, endeayoured to fpare time to learn that language;
He chiefly took his leflons in his coach, travelling from
* Verfailles to Paris. Th's was thought, and perhaps
with reafon, to have been with a view of his becoming
Chancellor. It may heie be obferved, that the two per-
fons in France who were the greatcft patrons of legters,
underftood not a word of Liatin 3 Louis X1V.-and Mon-
fieur Colbert. Itis reported that the Abbé Gallois ufed
fo fay, ¢ Mr. Colbett would fometimes behave in a fa-
¢ ‘m liar manner with me, but I kept him at a diftancé
#¢ by my own refpe.” He died in 1707, a
Gassenpr (Peter), born'in Provence in 1592. He
was the reviver of part of Epicurus’s Phyficks. He
thought that atoms and a vacuum were unavoidably
neceflary,  Newton and others have fince demonftrated
. what Gaffendi had affirmed. He had lefs fame than
Defcartes, becaufe he was more rational, and form-
ed no fyftem; but he had the famefate with Des-
‘ ‘ 3 . Cartes,
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Cartes, in being accufed of Atheifm. Some people con- -
cluded, that whoever admijtted a vacuum, like Epicurus,
glented aGod,as well ashe. A fterthismanner calumniators
ufually argue. Gaflendi, in Provence, where they were
not jealous of him, was called the boly prieff, while the
envious in Paris called him sbe Atheiff. It is true, in-
deed, thet he was a fceptic, and that philofophy had
taught him to doubt of every thing, except the exiftence’
of a Supreme Being. He had advanced, a long time
before Locke, in a famous letter of his to Deicartes,
that we are totally jgnorant about the nature of the
foul, and that God might fuperadd the faculty of think.
ing to matter, another effence equally unkmown, and
<ontinue it to all eternity. He died in 1656, :
Gepovuin, Canon of the Holy Chapel in Parls, ‘was the
“author of an excellent tranflation of Quintilian, and of
Paufanias. He had been entered in the Jefuits-College
at the age of fifteen, but quitted 1t when he arrived to
years of difcretion. He was fo paffionate an admirer
of the good authors of antiquity, that he would have us
forgive them their religion, on account of their writings
and their mythology. He difcovered in their fables

" a natural philofophy that was admirable, and moft
ftriking emblems of the operations of the Divinity.
He thought that the genius of all modern nations
was become contracted, and that the higher poely and
the nobler eloquence had difappeared in the world
with the mythology of the Greeks. The poem of Mil.
ton appeared to him to be g barbarous compofition, di&a-
ted by a gloomy and difgufting fpirit of fanaticifm, n -
which the Dcvil keeps conftantly howling at the Mefliah.
He wrote four differtations upon this fubje&, that are
very curious, which it has been faid will {oon be pub-
lithed. He died in 1744. A ftory has been told, in
fome dictionaries, that Ninon de PEnclos had granted
him a favour, at the age of fourfcore. In fuch a cafe,
methinks, it might more juftly be faid, that he had
granted one to her. But theftory is too ridiculous to infift
vpon, It was the Abbé Chateaunzuf with whom Ninon
: £ 4 made
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made ds affignation, on the day that fhe was cxa&ly'
threefcore.

Le Genore (Lewis), born at*Rouen in 1655, has
written A Hiftory of France. To have executed fuch a
work with approbation, it had been neceffary for him
to have had ‘the pen and the liberty of the Prefident
De Thoup; and even then it wauld have been very diffi,
cult to render the firft three centuries interefting. -He
died in 1933.

Gengst (Charles- Claudms\ barn in 1635, Almoner
to the Duchefs of Orleans, was both a philofopher ard
a poet. - His tragedy of Penelope is ftill continued on
the ftageyfbut it is the only Play of his that hasbcen pre-
ferved. This plccc may be ranked with a heap of others
that aré written in a loofe and profaic ftile, and which
the fituations alone carry through the reprefentation,
His laborious work Of .tbe Philofophy of Des Caries,
written in rhime. rather than in verfe, thews his pa-
tience more than his genius ; for he had nothing in com~
mon with Lucrctxus, but to verfify a phxlo.’ophy erro~
neous in every article. He was one of thofe who par-
- took of the liberality of Louis X1V. He died xp

171

7A9bbc Girarp,? of the Academy. His Synonimous
"Dictionary is very ufeful; it will fubfift as long as our
language, and help that to fubfift alfo. He died very
old, in 1748.

. GonaAu(Antony),was one of thofc that aﬂii’ccd towards
the eftablithment "of the Hgench Academy. A. poet,
orator, and hiftorian, Eyery one knows that for the
faké of un jeu de mots, Cardinal Richelieu gave him
the’ blfhopnck of Graffe *, for puttlno the -Bénedicité
into verfe: His Ecclq/tajhml Hifiery in profe was more
cftcemed than his poemon the Calendars of ‘the Church.
He dec¢ived himfelf in imagining he was able to cqual
‘the I'a/}z of Ovid; Neither his fubject nor his genius

* I never heard (he ftory, but fuppofe that M. Godeaun was a fat mah,
and fo he gave him a fat bxfhopnck, as the name of 1t ﬁgmﬁes A
PoJ concext' 7 rmg/lmdr

were
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were capable of it. Itis a grgat miftake to think thar
Chriftian ftories can’admit of poetry, as well as thofe af
the Pagans, whofe mythology, as charming as falfe, ani-
‘mates all nature. He died 1n 1672.
. Goperroy (Theodore), fon to Denis Godefroy, a Pa-
rifian, born at Geneva in 1580, He was a learned man,
and hiftoriographer of France under Louis XIII. and
Louis XIV, He was partioularly exalt about titles
and ceremonials. He died in 1649. His father Denis
has rendered . his name immortal by his immen{e.labour
in the Corpus Furis Civilis. .
Goberroy (Denis), fon to the former, was born at
-Paris in 1615. He was hiftoriographer of France, as
.well as his father, and died in 1681. All this family
" have been illuftrious in literature. : '
" GomgrauLp (John Ogier de), though born under
CharlesIX. lived a long time ynder Louis XIV.and wrote
feveral good epigrams, which are ftill. remembered and
repeated.  He died in 1666, : .

" GomserviLLE (Martin), bern at Paris in 1600, one
of the firt Academicians. He wrote fome voluminous
yomances before the @ra of good tafte, and his fame con-
fequently did not long outlive him. He died in 1674.

Gonpi(John-Francis),Cardinal de Retz, born.in 1613,
who lived a Cataline in his youth, and an Atticus in his
latter years. Many paffages in his memoirs are worthy
of Salluft; but the whole is not equal. He died in

1679.
X a?ovavn.x.g, valet-de-chambre to the Duke of Roche-
foucault, became afterwards his friend, as wcll as that of
the Great Condé. . He was at the fame time hung in
effigy at Paris, and Envoy from the King in Germany. -
He was afterwards defigned to fucceed the great Col-
bert in the miniftry. 'We .have the memoirs of his life
written by himfelf with great naiveté, and in which he
{lgcaks of his birth and fortune with perfe& indifference.
here are fome true and curious anecdotes given in this -

work.
' L Gravrp (Joachim), born in Normandy in 1653, a
?“Pi! tg Father LeCointe, g—Ic was the oft profoundly
P T a o . verfed
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verfed in hiftory, of any man of his time. He - died in
1732. : E '

Geecour, Canon of Tours. His poem of Philetanus
bad prodigious fuccefs. The merit of thefe kind of
works lies chiefly in the lucky choice of the fubjeét,
and in the malignity of the human heart. However,
there are fome good lines in this piece. The begin-
ning of it is happy enough; but the reft of it Exl}s
off, The Devil does not fpeak there fo pleafantly
as the author defigned him to do; the ftile is low,
uniform, witheut dialogue, without grace, without are,
without purity of diftton, and without imagination in
the expreflion. In fhort, it is only a fatirical hittory of the”
Ball Unigenitas in doggerel verfe, in which there are
-fome lines that are entertaining enough.

Guerer (Gabriel); born at Paris in 1641, known in
his time by his Parnaffus Reformed, and by his War of
the Autbors. He had fome tafte; but his difcourfe,
Whether the Empire of Eloguence be not greater than that
of Love, did not prove him to poflefs much of the for-
aer. He wrote the Fournal de Palais conjointly with
Blondeau. This Fournal du Palais is a collettion of
the arréts, fentences, or decrees, of the Parliaments of
‘France ; judgments or derérminations often different in
_ {imilar cafes. Nothing can fhew how much the law wants
peformation, as the neceflity the Judges are reduced
to of referring . to- former decifions. He died in
3688. .

Dvu GueT (James-Jofeph), born in Fores in 1649, one
of the beft writers among the Janfenifts. His book on
the' Education of a King, was not wriiten for the King of
Sardinia, as has been {aid, and was finithed by another
hand. The ft'le of Du Guet is formed upon. that of tle
good writers of Port-Royal. He might, as well as
they, have rendered great fervice to letters ; and thrée
volumes upon twenty-five chapters of Ifaiah, fufficiently
gove that he was no mifer either of his time or pen.
e died in 1733. . . '
Dv Gue-Trouin, from a captain of a merchant-fhip,
became lieutenang-general of the paval forces of France.

He
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He was a very great man in his profeffion, and has
left fome memotrs behind him, written in the ftie cf a
foldier, and proper’ to excite emulation among his
countrymen. .

Du Havupg, 3 Jefuit; who, though he had never
ftirred out of Paris, and neverfaw a Chinefe, has given,
in an extraét taken from theMemoirs of the Miffion-
aries, the moft ample and the beft defcription of the
Empiré of China that is extant, He died in 1743.

* The infatiable curiofity that we have for an intimate
knowledge of the religion, the laws, and the mznners of
the Chinefe, is not yet fatisfied. A citizen of M.ddle-
burgh, named Hudde, who was very rich, prompted
merely by this curiofity, took a voyage to China, about
the year 1700. - He fpent great part of his fortune in
informing himfelf of every thing. He made himfelf fo
perfe& a mafter of the language, that he pafizd for one
of their own natives. Happily for him, the form and
caft of his features did not betray him. In thort, he
contrived to arrive at the rank of a Mandarin, and tra-

+ velled through all the provinces in this quality, and

then returned to Europe with a colletion of thirty years
dbfervations, which were fwallowed up in a thipwreck ;
and this was, perhaps, the greateft lofs that the Re-
ublic of Lerers could well have fuftained. - -
Du Hamer (Johan-Baptift), of Ncrmandy, was born
in 1624. He was Secretary of the Academy of Sciences,
Though a philofopher, he was alfo a theologian. Phi-
lofophy being perfected fince his time, has deftroyed his
writings; hut his name has ftill furvived. He died
in 1706. : -
. The Count p” HamiLTon (Antony), born at Caén.
We have fome pretty pieces of poetry of his; and he is
the firft perfon who wrote romances in a pleafing ftile,

. without finking into the burlefqu¢ of Scarron, His

Memoirs of the Count de Grammont is, of all the books
extant, that wherein the moft trivial matters are fet off
in a ftile the moft gay, the moft lively, and the moft
agreeable. It is the model of a fprightly converfation,
more than the patiern of 4 book. ~ tiis hera has hardly

any
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any other part in thefe memoirs, thao that of cheating
‘his friends at play, being robbed by his valet-de-chambre,
or faying fome pretended pons mgts upon the adven-
tures of others. ‘

Harpguin (John), a Jefuit, profound in hiftory, but
chimerical in his opinions. ¢ One fhould afk,” fays
Montagne, “ not who is the mg# knowing, but who
s is the beft knowing.” Hardouin carried his whimfieg
fo far, as to pretend that the Eneid and the Odes of
Horace were written by fome Monks of the thirteenth
century. He ,imagined, that by .Eneas was meant
Fefus Chbrift; and that Lalage, the Miftrefs of Horace,
was the Chriftian religion *,

The fame kind ot difcernment which made Fathep
Hardouin difcover the Meffiah in the Zneid, enabled
him to deteét Atheilm in the FathersThomaffin, Quefnel,
and Malebranche; in Arnold, in Nicola, and Pafcal.
His folly blunted the fting of his rage; but all thofe
who raife the clamour of Atheifm again?t men who pre-
fume to make ufe of' their reafon, are not deemed
fools, and are therefore often dangerous. We have
fometimes feen men.abufing the office of their miniftry,
in employing thofe arms, againft which there is na fhield,
to deftroy without redemption perfons efteemed by
Princes, not fufficiently inftructed we are to fuppofe.

HecqueT, a Phyfician, in 1922, publifhed the ra-
tional fyftem of Trituration; an ingeniqus hypothefis,
which, however, does not explain how the digeftion is
performed in the ftomach. Other phyficians have added
the gaftric juices to it, and the heatof the vifcera. But
none of them have been able to difcover the rea]
fecret ot Nature, which conceals itfelf thropghout all its
operations. ) ‘ A

HevLveTivus, a famous Phyfician, whp has written
extremely well upon the animal ceconomy, and on the

* How came this myftic Theolegilt to fix upon Lalagé, as the type
of the Chriftian Church, in preference to Pyrrha, Lydia, Gratidia,
Tyndaris, Glycera, Chlo€, Barina, &c.? That infidel Horace had

Miitrefles eno;gh for all the religions that "Alexander Rofs has

enumerated. T ranflator.

I | ' fever,
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fever. He died about the year 1750. He was the fa-
ther of a true philofopher, who refigned his poft of
Farmer-General to be at leifure to cultivate literature,
and who fhared the-common fate of many philofophers ;
that of being perfecuted for a book, and for his virtue®.

-Henaurt, known by the fonnet of Ths Adortive, as
well as.by other ingenious pieces; and who would have
obtained great reputation, if the firft three Cantos of his
tranflation of Lucretius, which were loft, had been pre-
ferved, and had been written as well as what remains of
it. He died in 1682.

Pofteriry fhould be cautioned not to confound this
man with a perfon of the fame name, but of fuperior

" merit, to whom we are indebted for the moft concife
and the beft hiftory of France we havé; and perhaps. his
is the only manaer in which all large hiftories fhould be
written, For the multiplicity of faéts, and of writings,
are become fo numerous, that we muft be obliged foon to
reduce them to extraéts and to dictionaries. But it will
be difficult to imitate the author of Tbhe. Chronological
Abridgment, and to inveftigate fo many things, in
appearing only to fkim them over.

HenauvLr, Prefident of the Inquefts of the Parlia-
ment, Superintendant of the Queen’s Houfehold, and a
Member of the French Academy, was born at Paris,
about the year 1686. 'We have already fpoken of his
ufeful book of the abridgement of the hiftory of France.
The laborious refearches which fuch a work muft have
engaged him in, did not prevent his facrificing to the
Graces; and he was one of the few men of learning who
joined to the pains of ftudy the talents requifite for focial
life, which are not to be acquired. He was, in hiflory,
what Fontenelle was in philofophy; he rendered it fa-
miliar. We have, therefore, rendered to him, as well
as to Fontenelle, juftice during his life 4.

Hergeror (Bartholomew), born at Paris, in 16253
the firft among the French who was fkilled in the oriental

* He died in 1771, in the 57th year of his age. Tranflator.

+ M. Voltaire feems to have forgot himfelf ber-, for he mentiony
Fontenclle’s death, at the end of his encomium: Morz en 1757, Jéid.
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languages and hiftories. He was taken little rotice of;
at ﬁr{t in his own-country; but being received by the
Great Duke of T ufcany, Ferdinand 1I. with a diftinc<
tion that taught France to know his merit; he was in-
vited back, and encouraged by Colbert, who was indeed

an univerfal patron. His Orsental Library is a work as

curious as profourtd. He died in 1695.

Hermant (Godfrey), born at Beauvois, in 1617.

" He wrote nothing but polemical works; which diedt
away along with the difpute. He died in 16g0.

. HermanT(John), author of The Hif:ry of the Counals;
of The Religious Orders, and of The Herefies of the Church,
This laft, the Hiftory of Herefies, is not fo well written
as that of Mr. Pluquet. . °

L a Hire (Philip), born at Pans, in 1640, the fon of
a good painter. He was a great Mathematician, and
contributed. much to the famous Meridian of France.
He died in 1718.

L’Hospirar (Francis Marquis de) born in 1662 ¢
"He was the firk wha wrote in France on the calculations
invented by Newton, which he ftiled Infinitefimals, the -
infinite feries. ‘This was at that time a prodigy. Hc
died in 1704.

D’Hosier (Peter), born at Marfeilles, in 1 592, the
fon of a Lawyer. He was the firft who unravelled
genealogies, and reduced them to a fcience. Louis XIIL
made him Gentleman-Servant, Maitre d’Hoétel, and
Gentleman in Ordinary of his Bedchamber. Louis X1V,
gave him a commiffion of Counfellor of State. Intruth,
great men have been often lefs rewarded. Their laboun
were not {o neceffary to human vanity. He died in
1660.

Des HouLteres (Antoniette: de la Garde) was, of
all the women in France who additted themfelves to
poetry, the oné who fuceeded the beft, if we may judge
by the fuperior number of her verfes which has been pre«
ferved. ltis a pity that fhe was author of the ill-natured
fonnet ‘againft the admirable Pbezdra of -Racine. This

- piece was well received by the fpublic only becaufe it

was fatirical.  Is it not enough for women to be jealous
in -
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in°lave ? Muft they be fo, likewife, in literature? An
envious female refembles Medufa *, a beautiful woman
turned to a2 monfter. She died in 1694. '

HuEer (Peter-Daniel), born at Caén, in 1630. A
man of univerfal knowledge, and who preferved the
fame ardour for ftudy to the age of ninety-one. He
was firft invited to Stockholm by Chriftina, (%uxn of
-Sweden, and was afterwards felected among thofe illuf~
trious men to whom the education of the Dauphin was
intrufted. Never had Prince fuch excellent preceptors..
Huct became a Prieft at forty years of age, and was

. promoted to the Bifhopric of Avranches; which he-after-
wards refigned, that he might retire from the world, and
deliver himfelf up wholly to his ftudies in his retreat.

(Of all his works, The Commerce and Naviggtion of the
Ancients, and The Origin of Romances, are moft efteem-
ed. HisTreatife on the Weaknefs of the buman Soul, made
a great noife, and feemed to contradit his Evangelical
Demonfiration. He died in 1721.

Jacqueror (Ifaac), born in Champagne, in 1647, a

* Calvinift, Minifter at.the Hague, aund afterwards at
Berlin. He wrote fome works upon religion. He
died in 1708. . '

Jor1 (Guy), Counfellor to the Chaitelet, and Secre-
tary to Cardinal de Retz. He has left us his Memoirs,
‘which are, compared with thofe of the Cardinal, what
the Man is to the Mafter. But he had fome curious
particularities in his charaler.

Jouvency (Jofeph), a Jefuit, born at Paris, in 1643.
He was one who had the obfcure merit of being able |
to write -in Ldtin as well as it is poflible to do ia
modern times. His book intitled De Ratione Difcends e4
Docendi, Of the Method of Learning and Teacking, is one .
of the beft that we have of this kind, fince Quintilian,
and the leaft known, He publifhed at Rome, in 1710,
apart of the hiftory of his own Order. He wrote like
a Jeluir, and like-a. man who had been at Rome.

* M. Voltaire adds Scylla to the comparifon, but one image is
enough for a fimile. Tranfates. Th
L4
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* The Parliament of Pari¢, which thought quite diffe=
fently both of Romie and Of the ]efmts, condemnecd
his book, in which Fdther Guignard was juftified, wha
Kad been condemned to be %anged by this Parlia-
ment, for the affaffination attempted or the perfon of
Henry 1V. by the novice Chitel.

It 1s very true that Guignard was not an atcomplice
and thac his féntence was éxtended to-therigour of thelaw
but it is not lefs true, that this rigour was neceflary in
thofe unhappy times, when one part of Europ blinded
by a horrid fanaticifm, confidered it as a piotts a& to poig-
nard the bett of kings and the beft of men: He died
in 1716.

Lasee (Philip), born at,Bourges; in 1607 A Jefuitz
‘He has rendered grear fervices to hiftory. He left be-
hind him feventy-fix works *. He died in 1667.

La LaBouretr (John), ‘born at Montmorenci, in
1623. He was Gentleman-Servant to Louis XIV, and
afterwards his Almoner. His account of the journey
ke took to . Poland, with'- the Marchionefs de
Guébriant, the only woman who had ever bore the title;
or performed the functions, of Ambaffadrefs-Plenipo-
tentiary, is very curious. The "hiftorical commien-
taries with which he has enriched the Memoirs of €al-
telnau, have thrown great light on the hiftory of France:

The bad poem of Charlemagne was not hls, but his
brother’s. He died in 1675.

. Laixe, or LaiNez (Alexander), born in Hainault ; A
in 1650, A fingular poet, from whofe works a felettion
has been made of fome good verfes. A . certain
perfon who has given himfelf the trouble of erefting, at
avaft expence, a Parnaffus made- of brafs, covered with
figures in relief of all the poets and muficians he had ever
hleard of, has placed this Lainé in the moft illuftrious
- clafs,

® The following name fhould have been given him as a cogromen,
Le Laboureur, Tranflator,

The
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The only galant lines that we have of h, are thofe
he addrefied to Madame de Martel: '

Le tendre Apelle un jour dans ces jeux fi vantés
Qu’ Athéres fur fes bords confacrait & Neptune,
Vit au fortir de I’onde éclater cent beautés;

Et prenant un trait de chacune,
11 fic de la Vénas le portrait immortel.
Helas! s’il avait vii I’adorable Martel,

I1 n’en aarait employé qu'one.

On the Athenian fhore Apelles ftood,

To mark the beaaties rifing from the flood;
From each a grace or feature flily flole,

‘To paint a perfe& Venos from the whole.

But had Martel been there, his pains were lefs,
Her form aloneunight ferve him to exprefs
‘Thofe charms whicﬁ in a handred fair he found,
Toa draw that portrait erft fo mach renown’d *.

One cannot be certain; whether thefe lines may not be
only a paraphrafe on this pretty diftich of Ariofto :

Non avea da torre altra; che coftei
Che tete le bellezze erano in Lei.

He could no other chufe; in her alone,
The beauties of her fex united fhone.

He died in the year 1710. :

LaineT, or LENeT (Peter), Counfellor of State, a
native of Dijon, and attached to the Great Condé, has
left us fome memoirs on the Civil Wars. All the
memoirs of that time are cleared up and juftified by one
another, They place the truth of that hiftory in open
view. Thofe of Lainet have one very fingular anecdote
1n them, '

A Lady of quality of Franche-Comté+, being eight
months gone with child, when her hufband had been above
a year abfent, fearing he thould kill her, applied toLaine
without knowing him. He confulted the Spanith Am-
baffador, and they both agreed that there was no way

* The famons piQure called the Anadyomene of Venus rifing from
the fea. 7 ranflator,
t The province of Bargundy. I4id. A . .
You. I. ~ g€ .- tut
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but to clap the hufband up into the Battille, until the
. wife was fairly brought-to-bed. - They then made ap-
plication to the Queen; and thé King, in a good-humour,.
drew up and figned the Lertre de Cachet himfelf..
Having thus faved the life of the woman and the child,
he afterwards made an apology to the hufband, and
"made him a prefent at the fame time. '
Lamsert (Anna-Therefa of Marguenat de Coutcelles,,
Marchionefs of ), born in 1647. She was a woman of
a great fhare of wit, and has left behind Ler fome morak

writings, in an agreeable ftile. Her Treatife on Friend-

fbip thews that fhe herfelf deferved friends.

The number of illuftrious women who ornamented this
charming 2ra, jis one great proof  of the progrefs of the
human underftanding, :

Le donne fon venate in eccellenza
- Di ciafcen” arte ove hanno pofto cura. Ariofto.

., . . 3
The women then were famed for eminence . .

In all thofe ftudies they had made their care,

. She dred at Paris, i 1733. _ :
Lamr (Bernard), born at ‘Mans, in 1640. He was

- of the Oratory, and learned in more fciences than one.
He compofed his Elements of Matbematics, in a journey
he made on foot from Grenoble to Paris. "He died in
1715 L . .

ZI;Ancno'r (Claudius), born at Paris, in 1615, He
had'a fhare in fome ufeful works that the So/itaires * of
Port-Royal compofed for the education of youth. He
died.in 16935, ’ ‘ S
. De Larkey (Haac), - born in Normandy, in ¥638.
His Hifiory of England was in efteem before Rapin de
Thoiras publiftied one ; but his Hiffery of Louts XIV.
never was in any repute. - He died at Berlin, in 1719.

* Lawnar (Francis), born at Angers, in 1612.. A Civi-

lan, and a man of ketters, He was the firft who taught

. the French law: in Paris. He-died in 1693.

* A denomination of Nuns of St. Peter of Alcantara. We are to

fuppofe there ‘was a religious fifterhood of the fame name, inflituted

at Port-Royal, for the education of youth, Tranflatir,
. ) lian,,
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Launoy (John), born in Normandy, in 1603. He
was a DoCtor of Divinity; a learned, a laborious, and a
bold critic. He refuted a great many vulgar errors,
and efpecially about the Saints, whofe exiftence he
denied®. It is reported that a Cyrate of St. Euftachius .
faid once, ¢ I always pay him the moft profound re-
< fpe&, left he fhould take my St. Eultachius from
¢ me.” He diedin 1678.°

Lavriere (Eufebius), born at Paris, in 1659. An
advocate. No man ever dived deeper into the fcience
and origin of the Laws. Itwas he that projected the plan
of makinga colletion of all the Ordonnances, Judgments, .
or Decrees; which was an immenfe work, and fignalized
the reign of Louis XIV. Itis a monument of the in-
conftancy of human affairs. A hiftory of ordonnances
18 but a hiftory of viciffitudes. He died in 1728.

Lk Crerc (John), born at Geneva, in 1657, but
originally of Beauvois. He was not the only learned
man of his family, but he was the moft fo. His Uni-
werfal Library, in which he imitated the ‘Republic of
Letters of Bayle, is his beft work. -His greateft merit
is to have there approached to Bayle, with whom he
often had difputes. He was a more voluminous
author than that great man; but he was not, like him,.
mafter of the art of inftrulting and entertaining at the
fame time, which is a talent fuperior to fcience. He:
died at Amfterdam in 1736.

Lemery (Nicholas), born at Rouen, in 1645, was
the firft of our rational chymifts, and the firft who pu-
blifhed an Univerfal Difpenfary. He died in 1715. ‘

Lenrant (James), born in Beaufle, in1661. A Cal-
vinift divine at Berlin. He contributed more than any
other writer, to extend the graces and the force of the
French language to the very. extremities of Germany.
His Hifory of the Council of Conftance, well-drawn up and -
well-written, will remain to the lateft pofterity, a wit- -

* 1 fuppofe it muft be their poff mortem exiftence, in the quality of

" . Interceflors, that is here meant. Tranflator.

. g2 .. hef
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nefs both of the good and evil that may refult from thefe
great aflemblies; and that even from the bofom of
paffions, of felf-intereft, and of cruelty. itfelf, good
laws may proceed. He died in 169g2.

Des Lions (John), born at Ponrtoife, in 1615, He
was a Doctor of the Sorbonne, a fingular charaéter, and
author of many polemical works. He attempted to

prove "that the celebraticn of the birth-days of Kings -
- was a profanation, and that the world would foon be

at an end. He died in 1700.

, De L’Isce (William), born at Paris, in 1675. He
reformed Geography, which till then had been falfe and
imperfe&. He changed the whole pofition of our, hemi—
fphere in longitude. He taught Louis XV. geography,
and never had a better {cholar. This Monarch, after
the death of his mafter, compofed a treatife on the

courfe of the rivers. William de L’Ifle was the firt who -
obrained the'title of the King’s Geographer.. He died -

in 1726.

Lz Lonc (James), born at Paris, in 1655, of the
Oratory. His Hiftorical Library of Franmce is in great
requeft, and extremely ufeful; though it has fome
faults. He died in 1721.

Loncgepizrre (Hilary-Bernard Baron of) born in
Burgundy, in 1658. He was mafter of all the beauties
of the Greek language, which was a very rare merit in
thofe times. ‘He made fome tranflations in verfc of
Anacreon, Sappbo, Bion, and Mofchus. His Tragedy of
Medea, although unequal, and too much loaded with

" declamation, -is, however, much fuperior to that of -
. Peter Corneille.—But then the Medea of Corneille was

not among his beft performances. ‘
Longpierre wrote feveral - other Tragedies after the

" manner of the Greek poets, and has imitated them in

not complicating any love-diftreffes with his fubjects of
feverity and terror 3 but then he has alfo imitated them
in their prolixity, their common. place declamation, and

“in the-barrennefs of the plot and aion, and by no

means equals the beauty of their elocution, which
is the greateft merit of a’'poet.  He alfo coc~pofed fome

other
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other Tragedies in the Grecian tafte; but he brought
only Medea and Elefira on the ftage. He ditd in 1727.

Loncuervue (Lou's du Four de), born at Charleville,
in 1652. Abbé of Jard. He was fkilied not only in
the learned languages, but in all thofe fpoken in Eu.
rope. To pick up a fmattering of many languages, may
be done with a little pains in a few years; but to fpeak
one’s native tongue with purity and-eloquence, is the
labour of a lifé. He was matter of univerfal hiftory ;
and it is pretended that he compofed, by the ftrength
of memory alone, the hiftorical and geographical de-
fcription of France ancient and modern, He died
about the year 1724.

Longuevar (James), born in 1681, A Jefu't. He
compiled eight volumes of the Hiftory of the Gallican |
Church, which was continued by Father Fontenay. Hg
died in 1735. .

Lousere (Simon de la), born at Touloufe, in 1642,
and fent to Siam in 1677. He wrote memoirs of that
country, which are much preferable to his odes and.
fonnets. He d'ed in 1729.

MasiLron (John), born in Champagne, in 1632. A
Benedi¢tin, It was he who having the charge of fhewing
.the treafure of St. Denis, demanded to be difmiffed from
that employ, ¢ Becaufe he did not think it was proper
“ to mix a fable with truth.” He has made profound.
refearches in literature. Colbert employed him to dif-
cufs the antient titles. He died in 1707.

Maicnan (Emanuel), born at Touloufe, in 1601. A
Minim *. He was one of thofe who taught themfclves
the Mathematics without a mafter, He was a Profeflor
of that icience at Rome, where there has ever fince been
a French Minim an eftablithed Profeffor, He died at
Touloufe, -in 1677. o

MarcLet, Coniul at Grand Cairo. ‘He wrote fome
inftructive letters about Egypt, and fome manufcript
works which thew him to be a bold philofopher.

Maimpouro (Louis), a Jefuit, born in 1610. There
ftil] remain fome of his hiftaries, which we- cannot read

* A pimicular Order of Friars,  Zravflater.

g 3 with-
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without pleafure. He had, at firft, too much vogue,
and has been too much negle@ed fince. A fingular
thing happened to him : He was obliged to quit the So-
ciety of Jefuits, on account of his having written in fa-
vour of the French Clergy. He died at S¢ Victor’s, in
1686. o :

~ Maiyarp (Francis), Prefident of Aurillac, was born
at “Touloufe, in 1634. He may be reckoned among
thofe who have'done honour to the Age of Louis X1V,

.He has left usa confiderable number of happy verfes
written with purity. Hg was one of thofe authors
who complained the loudeft of the poor pittance which is
too generally the portion of talents. He was ignorang
that the fuccefs of a good work js the only reward that’is
worthy the confideration of an artift ; that if Kings and

" Minifters would do themfelves honour by recompenfing
@ merit of this kind, there is ftill more honour in the
client to wait for thefe favours, without demandin
them; and that if an” eminent author fhould” have any
anxiety about fortune, he ought to depend folely on
himfelf, A o
* . Nothing is better known than his beautiful fonnet to
Cardinal Richelieu, and that uncouth anfwer of the Mi-
nifter, that cruel word, Nozkhing. 'The Prefident Mai-
nard, having afterwards retired to Aurillac, wrote thefe *
verfes to him, which deferve to be remembered as mucfs
ds his fonnet. C I

e

Par votre humeur le monde eft gouverné,
1 Vos volontés font le calme et Porage,
Vous vous riez de me voir confiné
Loin de la cour dans mon petit ménage ;
Mais, o’eft ce rien que d’étre tout 2 {oi, :
i De n’avoir point le fardeau d’un emploi,
D’avoir dompté la crainte et 'efpérance }
Ah! file Ciel, qui me traite fi bien,
Avait pitié de vous et de la France,
Votre bonheur ferait egal au mien,

‘To your caprice the paffive world fubmits,

You tempefts raife, or make a calm, by fits 3
Then fmile to fee me banithed to this fpot, :
And vainly think me wretched in my lot,
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Bat is it nought our freedom to enjoy,

Exempt from noife, from hurry, or employ ?
From hopes and fears a riddance to obtain,

And give up pleafure, to be free from pain ?

On France and you fhould Heaven impartial fhine,
Yout own condition then would equal mine.

After the death of thé Cardinal, he faid, in another
werfe, ¢¢ The tyrantis dead, and yetI am not more happy.”
If the Cardinal had been liberal, the Minifter would have
been a deity to him.  Deus, Deus ille, Menalea! But he
avas a tyrant, becanfe be gave bim mothing. This too:
much refembles beggars, whe accoft paflengers with
the title of My Lord, but fend them to the Devil if they
give no alms, ' :

The verfes of Mainard were certainly good ; but he
had done better to have paffed his life without begging
or grumbling. The epitaph he framed for himfelf, is
3R every one’s memory. ! '

Las d’efpérer et de me plaindre

Des mufes, des grands, et dufort,

Ceft ici que j’attends la mort,

$ans le défirer nila craindre. .

Wearied with hope, tired with complaining
Of fate, the mufe, or men in power,

Jo this forlorn retreat remaining,
Nor with nor dread [ my laft hour.

The two laft lines are only a tranflation of this old
Latin verfe:

Summum nec metuss diem, nec optes,

Nar with nor fear the hour of death,

The greateft part of many fine moral verfes are but
tranflations. It is common enough not to defire death
and it is uncommon not to fear it; but it is truly great
not even to think whether there are great people in he
world or no. ‘ , :

M aiNteNoN (Frances d° Aubigné, Scarrom, Mar-
chionefs of ).  She is an author, as well as Madame de
. . g 4 chagné,
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Sevigné, becaufe they have publithed her letters after
her death. Both thefe collections are written with a good
fhare of {pirit, but in a very diffcrent ftile. Tihe heart
and the imagination dictated thofe of Madame de Se-
' vigné; they have therefore more chearfulnefs and free—
dom in them. Thofe of Madame de Maintenon are
more conftrained. - It feems as if fhe had always fore-
. feen that they would one day appear in print. Madame
de Sevigné, in writing to her daughter, wrote only to
her daughter. - .

There are anecdotes in both of them. One learns
from thofe of Madame de Maintenon, that fhe had
married Louis X1V, that the had influenced affairs of
ftate, but did not govern them ; that fhe did not urge
the revacation of the Edi¢t’of Nantes, or its confequen-

ces, but that fhe did not in the leatt oppofe them ; that -

fhe took part with the Molinifts, becaufe Louis XIV,
had done fo, and that afterwards fhe attached herfelf in<
tirely to that party ; that Louis X1V. toward the latter
part of his life carriéd religues about him, with many
other equally uninterefting particulars,

But the infarmations that may be gathered from this
colletion, are too dearly purchafed at the expence of
reading a heap of infignificant letters that are con-
tained in it; a defe&t very common .in fuch com-
pilations. If nothing was publithed, but what was
worthy-of being read, we fhould have a lundred times
fewer. books than we have. She died at St. Cyr, in

1719.

A perfon, whofe name is La BaumeLre, and who -

was a School-mafter at Geneva, has publilhed fome
Memoirs of Madame de’ Maintenon ftuffed with fal-
fities. .
Maresrancue (Nicholas), born at Paris, in 1638,
of the Oratory. He was a man of the profoundeft me~
ditation that ever wrote, Animated with that ftrong
imagination which makes more difciples than “'the
truth, he formed a party:in his time. He had his Male.
tranchifis.  He moft convincingly proved the érrors of

the fenfes and of the imagination; but when he at-

tempted
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tempted to inveftigate the nature of the foul, he funk in
that abyfs, with the reft of fuch Metaphyfical Phi-
lofophers. He was, like Defcartes, a great man,
from whom we can learn but little. He died 1a 1715%.

Mavrezieux ( Nicholas), born at Paris, in "1650.
The Elements of Geometry of the Duke of Burgundy, were
a colle&ion of the le¢tures he gave that Prince. He
obtained a reputation from his profound literature.
The Duchefs of Maine made his fortune. He died
in 172%. :

NI7AI7.LEVILLE (Claudius de), one of the firft Academi-
cians. ‘The fingle fonnet of La Belle Matineufs, or,
The fair early Rifér, rendered him famous in his days.
The fong is quite forgotten long fince; but the Excel-
lent in every kind was then as rare, as it is become
common at prefent.  He died in 1647.

De Marca (Peter), born in 1594. Being a widow-
er, and having many children, he went into the Church, .
and was appointed to the Archbiftopric of Paris. His
book, Of the Concord of the Empire and of the Priefthood,
isin efteem. He died in 1662. :

De MarorLes (Michael), born in Touraine, in 1600,
fon to the famous Claudius Marolles,. Captain of the
Hundred-Swifs troop, diftinguifhed by his ducl at the
head of the army of Henry 1V. with Marivaux. This
Michael, Abbé de Villeloin, wrote fixty-nine works ;
among which were a great many tranflations, that were
very ufeful in their time. Hedied in 1681,

~ L.a Marre (Nicholas), born at Paris, in 1641. He
was a Commiffary of the Chitelet. He wrote a work
which related to his own province, 4 Hiffory . of the
Police. 1t is of no ufe but to the Parifians, and bet-
ter to confult than to read. He was rewarded with a
ftipend  upon the profits of the Theatre where they
never performed ; and they mright as well have given
the Acttors a penfion on the Round- Houfe. ‘

Du Marsais. Nobody knew better than himfelf the
Metaphyfics of Grammar; and nobody ever more d.eply

* He faid, upon reading Berkley’s .book againft the Exiftence of
Maczer, ¢ Behoid a Philofopher more extravagant than myfelf.” Tran.

. 3 . invef-
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inveftigated the elements of languages. His book cn
Tropes 1s become infenfibly neceffary *, and all that he has
wri‘ten upon the fubje® of Grammar deferves to be
read. There are, in the great Dictionary called the
Encyclopedia, many articles taken from him that are very
ufeful.

He was one among the number of thofe obfcure Phi-
lofophers which abounds in Paris, who are of found
difcernment, and who live in a fort of fociety together,
in a quier and a literary intercourfe, urknown to -the
Grear, and dreaded by the fmatterers of every kind

who would impofe themfelves onthe world for men of -

{cience or of letters. The nuthber of thefe learned men
is one of the confequences of the Age of Louis XIV.
He died very old, in 1755.

MARSOLLIER (Jamcs), born at Paris, in 1657 He

was a reoular Canon of St. Gencvxeve, and known
by feveral | hiftories well written. * He died in 1724.

MarTicNAac (Stephen), born in 1628. He was the
firft who ever gave a tolerable profe tranflation of Virgil,
Horace, &c. I doubt much whether they can ever be
fuccefsfully tranflated in verfe. It would not be fufficient
to pofiefs their genius for the purpofe. The difference
of the languages is an almoft infurmountable obftacle.
He died in 1698.

MascaroN (Julius), of Marfeilles, born in 1634.
He 'was firft Bifhop of Tulle, and afterwards of Agen.
His Funeral Sermons originally balanced the fame of
thofe of Bofluet; but, at prefent, they only ferve ta
ihew how great a man Bofluet was. He died in 1703.

MassiLLon, born in Provence, in 1663, of the Ofa-
tory. He was Bithop of Clermont. He was the préacher
who underftood the world the beft. His ftile was
more florid than that of Bourdaloue, and more agree-
able; and his eloquence breathed the Courtier, the
Acadcmlcmn, and the man of fenfe. His philofophy,
befides, was of thc moderate and tolcratmo caﬂ: He
died in 1748,

* The reader moft guefs at the fenfe of this paffage himfelf, for I
gannot fupply it. Tralgﬂator

2 ' May- -




THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. = ¢vii

Mavcrorx (Francis), born at Noyon, in 1619. An
Hiftorian, a Poet, and well verfed in literature. He
*died in 1708. !

Menace (Giles), of Angers, born in 1613. He has
proved that itis much eafier o write verfe in Italian than
in French. His Iralian poems are efteemed, even .in
ltaly ; and our own language is much obliged to his
difquifitions. He was a man of knowledge in various
branches of learning. He died in 1692. La Mon-
noye has much augmented and correéted the Ménagi-
ana *.

MeneTrIER (Claudius-Francis), born in 1631, has
afforded great affiftance to the fcience of Heraldry, of
*Emblems, and Devices. He died in 1704.

Mer1 (John), born in Berry, in 1645. He was one
of thofe who were well fkilled in Surgery, and illuf-
trated the knowledge of it by his writings. He has left
us feveral ufeful obiervations, and died in 1722.

Mezerar (Francis), born at Argentan, in Normandy,
in 1610. His Hiftory of France is well known, but his
other works not much. He was deprived of his
penfion for having fpoken truth. In his writings he
was more bold than exa&, and his ftile was unequal:
He died in '1683. {

Mimeures (the Marquis de ), Menin + to Mon-
feigneur, fon of Louis XIV., Some pieces of poetry of
his compofition are not inferior to thofe of Racan or
of Mainard. But as thofe authors appeared’ at a
time when good poetry was a rarity, and the Marquis
of Mimeures lived in an age when it had reached per-
fettion, they acquired fame, while he was hardly taken

.* A colletion of his Sayings, Opinions, &c. publifhed under that
title, taken from his name. Among the fingalarities of this perfon’s
tharaéter, the following whim was not the leaft remarkable. As foon
as any piece of his was publithcd, he followed it td'the prefs with

,an anonymous crivicifm, to prove that the author had not one requifice
of a Poet in any of his writings, and that he wrote all his poems
invité Minerva, by the mete dint of labour, without genius—What a
caprice !~ Tragflator. :

+ A man of quality particularly attached to the Dauphin, was fo
galled under Louis X1V,  bid. o o
. : - v . o pcgigc
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notice of. However, his Ode to Venus, imitated fromy
Horace, is not unworthy of the original. '
Le Moine (Peter), a Jefuit, born in 1602. His
Eafy Devotion rendered him ridiculous; but he might
have raifed himfelf into fame by his Loxifiad. He had
a vaflt imagination. How happrned it then that he
failed of fuccefs ? It was becaufe he wanted tafte, wanted
an acquaintance with the genius of the French language,
and wanted imparuial friends. He died in 1671.
Movr1ere ( John-Baptift), born at Paris, in 1620:
‘Fhe beft Comic Poet of any nativn of Europe. This
article has obliged me to look back into the Comic Au-
thors of Antiquity ; and it muft be confefled, that if we,
compare the art and regularity of our Theatre with the
unconneéted fcenes of the Ancients ; their feeble plots;
their abfurd manner of making the A&ors, in a cold,
uninterefting, and improbable monologue, tell the au-
dience what they had done, and meaht farther to do;
we muft confefs, I fav, that. Moliere has brought Co-
medy out of its original chaos, as well as Corncille had .
brought Tragedy ; and that the French have been fupe-’
rior in this article to all the nations of the earth *,
Moliere had, befides, another fpecies of merir, of
which neither Corneille, Racine, or La Fontaine, could
boaft. He was a Philofopher; and was fo both in theory
and practice. » It was to this Philofopher that the Arch-
bithop of Paris, Harlai, fo infamous for his morals,
refufed the empty honours of fepulture; and the King
was forced to interfere, and prevailed at lait to fuffer
Moliere to be buried ‘privately in the church-yard of
the little chapel of St. Jofeph, in the fuburb Montmar-.
tre. Hedied in 1673. _
One is provoked at the envy thewn, in fome of the
new Dictonaries, in depreciating the verfe of Moliere,
by preferring his profe, upon the opinion of the Arche
bifhop of Cambray. . Fénélon, who feemed in effect
to give the preference to the profe of this great
Comic writer, had his reafons for liking only. poeti-

s A Cafconadc U Translater.

-

cal
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cal profe * ; but Boileau was not of the fame opi-
nion.

It muft be allowed, that excepting fome negligences,
negligences that Comcdy admits of, Moliere is replete
with admirable verfes, which eafily imprint themfelves
on the memory. Le Mifantbrope, or, The Man-bater ;
Les Femmes Savantes, of, The Learned Ladies ; and Le
Tartuffe, or, The Hypocrite ; are written with the fpirit
of Boileau’s fatires. The Ampbitrion is a colle&tion of
Epigrams and Madrigals +, compofed with an art that
has never fince been fuccefsfully imitated.

Good poetry is to good profe, what Dancing is to
graceful Walking; what an Air is to Recitative; or
what the Colouring of a Pencil is to the Sketches ofa
Crayon. For this reafon the Greeks and Romans ne-
ver had a Comedy in profe.

Abbé Moncautr. The beft tranflation that we
have_of Cicero’s Letters, is executed by him. Itis, be-
fides, enriched with judicious and ufeful notes. He had
been Precepror to the fon of the Duke of Orleans, Re-
gent of France.

Monvove (Bernard la), born at Dijon, in 1641. A
perfon of greatlearning. He was the firft who obtained
the Prize of Poetry at the French Academy ; and in-
deed his Poem of Le Duel Aboli, or, The Abolition of the
Duel, which won the prize, is very nearly one-of the.
beft pieces of Poetry that has appearcd in France, He
died in 1732.

It is not to be accounted for why M. L’Avocat, a
Doctor of the Sorbonneé, has faid, in his Dittionary, that
Tbe Cbriftmas Carols of La Monnoyc, in the Burgundian
dialet, are the beft of his productions. Is it becaufe
the Sorbonnc, who were intirely ignorant of " the
Provincial language in which they were written,
had iffued a decree agamﬁ thofe Pocms, without being
able ro underftand them ?

* His Telemachus is written in this flile, which might, therefore,
pofibly bave rendered him partial to it.  Translator.
-4 The Madr:gal isa rpecm of the Epigram, bat admm of greater

lagtude,
Mox-
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MonTespuiev (Charles), Prefident of the Parliament
of Bourdeaux, was born in 1689, and at the age of
thirty-two publithed his Perfan Letters, a work of hu-
mour ; in which, however, are to be met with paflages
that thew a more folid underftanding, than the book

. itfelf feems to promife. It is an imitation of the Siame/®
" Letters of Dufréni, and of the Turkifb Spy; but fuch a

copy as thews rather how thofe originals ought to have
been written. C

This kind of writing generally owes its fuccefs to the
foreign air that is given it. One puts with advantage in
the mouth of an Afiatic, a fatirical ftroke againft our
country, which would not be much thought of, if fpokerd
by a native. What is meer common-place in itfelf, be-
comes a threwd remark by fuch addrefs.

The genivs diftinguifhable in the Perfian Letters,
opened to the Prefident Montefquieu the doors of the
French Academy, though that very Academy was abufed
in his] book. But, at the fame time, the freedom with
which he fpoke of Government, and fome liberties he
took with Religion, drew upon him an exclufion, from
Cardinal Fleury.

He conduted himfelf very artfully upon this occa-
fion; to gain over the Minifter. He caufed a new edition
of his work to be immediately printed, in which he can-
celled, or foftened, every paffage that could give offence
either to the Cardinal or the Minifter. He then carried
the book himfelf to the Cardinal, who feldom read,,
and only looked curforily over it; but this air of con-
fidence, with fome folicitations of perfons of confe-
quence, overpowered the Cardinal, and Montefquieu -
took his feat in the Academy. o

He afterwards publithed his Trall On the Grandeur
and Declenfion of the Romans ; an exhaufted fubje&, which
he rendered new, by ingenious refleGtions and ftrong

“painting. Indeed it is a political Hiftory of the Roman

mpire. After this he publithed his Efprit de Loix, or,

- Spirit of Laws; in which is difcovered confiderabl

more genius than’ either in Grotius or Puffendorf.
It is with difficulty we can perufe thofe authors;
: but
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but we read the Spirit of Laws as much for amufement
as inftruction. .

This book is written with the fame freedom as the
Perfian Letters ; and this freedom has not a little con-
tributed toits fuccefs, as it raifed him up fome enemies 3 -
which encreafed his reputation, from.the hate that their
malice excited againft them. Thefe were men nurfed in the
obfcure factions of ccclefiaftical warfare, who regarded
their opinions as facred, and thofe who controverted them
as facrilegious. They wrote violently againft the Prefi-
dent Montefquicu ; they engaged the Sorbonne to exa-
mine his book ; but the contempt in which this involved
them, put a ftop to the inquiry.

The principal merit of this work, the Spirit of Laws,
is that love of legiflation which reigns in it; and this
love of legiflation is founded on the love of mankind,
What is very fingular, is, that the eulogy he beftows on
the Englifh Conftitution, is what has pleafed the French
the moft. The lively and fharp irony he throws out
againft the Inquifition, has charmed every one, the In-
quifitors alone excepted ; and his refle¢tions, which are
generally profound, are founded upon examples drawn’
from the hittory of all nations.

It is true, however, that he has been charged with too
often taking his examples from inconfiderable favage
nations, little known in Europe, and trufting to the un-
authentic relations of travellers. He does not al-
ways quote with fufficient exatnefs. He cites, for ex-
ample, from the author of the Political Teftament attri-
buted to Cardinal Richelieu, that ¢ if any unhappy
“ honeft man fhould happen to be found among
* the people, he fhould not be employed.” But the
Palitical Teftament, in the place alluded to, only fays,
that ¢ it would be better to make ufe of men of for-
‘ tune and education, becaufe they are more incor- -
 ruptible.” Montefquieu is alfo miftaken in many
other quotations. He fays, for inftance, that Fran-
cis the Firft, who was not born when Chriftopher Co-

lumbus difcovercd America, had refufed the offers of
Columbus.

. The
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- The continual defe&t of method in this work; the
fingular affe€ation of putting often only ‘four or five
lines in a chapter, and making thofe few lines contain
nothing but a ftroke of humour ; have offended a great
many readers, whohave complained at fometimes meeting
with jefts, where they expefted arguments. He has
beén likewife charged with having impofed doubtful
notions for certain principles. But if he does not al-,
ways inftruét his reader, he always makes him think ;
and that alone is a confiderable merit.

His lively and ingenious manner of exprefling him-
felf, fo much in the ftile of Montagne his countryman,
has contributed above all to the great reputation of the’
Spirit of Laws. The fame things faid by any other
man of knowledge, even by one more learned than him-
felf, might poflibly not be taken notice of. In fhort,
there are hardly any works' which contain more wit,
more profound ideas, bolder ftrokes, and which con-
*vey more inftruction, either in approving or combating
his opinions. ' :

This perfotmance has certainly a right to be placed
in the rank of thofe original works that have refleted
luftre upon the Age of Louis XIV. and which has no’
model among the Ancients. He died in 1755, as he
had always lived, like a Philofopher. -

MonTraucon (Bernard), born in 1655. A Benedic-
.tine. One of the moft knowing Antiquaries in Europe.
He died in 1-41. ‘

- MonTrensier ( Anna-Maria-Louifa of Orleans),
known under the appellation of Mademoifelle, daughter
of Gafton of Orleans ®, born at Paris, in 1627. Her
Memoirs are more thofe of a private woman taken up
with herfelf, than of a Princefs converfant with great
events ; but fome curious anecdotes are to be found in
them. She died in 1693. : ‘

_ MonTreviL (Matthew de), was one of thofe eafy and
agrecable writers, of which the Age of Louis XIV.

* Duke of Orleans, and uncle to Louis XIV. See his charafter
under the lift of the Princes of the Blood, ; .

pro-

v
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produced fuch numbers that obtained a reputation in
the middling .clafs of writing. There were but frw
great geniufes ; but the {pirit of that #ra, and imitation,
had created many entertaining authors.

Morerr1 ( Louis ), born in Provence, in 1643. It
was not to be imagined that the author of the Pays
d’ Amour, or, The Kingdom of Leve, and the tranflator
of Roderigo, fhould have -undertaken, in his early
years, the firft Dictionary of Faéts that was ever pub.
lithed: This great work ‘coft him his l.fe,

' The reformed and greatly augmented work which
ftill bears his name, was not his; it is a new city built
upon the old foundation. Too many fpurious genealo-
gies have done injury to this ufeful work. He died in
1680. . .

They have made Supplements to this Di&tionary that
are full of errors. :

Mori1n (Michael-John-Baptift), born in Beaujolois,
in 1583. A Phyfician, a Mathematician, and, from the
ignorance of the times, an Aftrologer alfo. He drew
the Horofcope of Louis XIV., Notwithftanding his
fuperftition, he was a man of knowledge. He died in
1656. . ' '

Mor1n (John), born at Blois, in 1591. He was a
perfon well fkilled in the Oriental tongues, and a good
critic.  He died at the Oratory, in 1659. '

Morin (Simon), born in Normandy, in 1623. He
is not mentioned here, except to lament his fatal folly,
and that of Saint-Sorlin-Defmarets, his accufer. Saint-
Sorlin was a fanatic, and impeached Morin for being
the fame. Morin, who deferved nothing but Bedlam,

-was burned alive, in 1663, before Philofophy had
made fufficient progrefs to prevent the learned from
dogmatizing, and the Judges from being cruel.’

La MorTte-HounarT (Antony), born at Paris in
1672 3 famous for his Tragedy of Agnes de Caftro, one
of the moft interefting of thofe pieces that remain ftill
on the Theatre ; and for his three ingenious Operas ;
but above all for fome Odes that brought him originally
great reputation, in which are as much matres as verle,

Vor. L. h' : and
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and where he fhews himfelf both a philofopher and &

oet. ' :
l_> Even his profe is ftill held in efteems. He wrote the
fpeech of the Marquis de Mimur, and of Cardinal
Du Bois, when they were received into the Freach
Academy ; the Manifefto of the war of 1718; and the
{peech that Cardinal Tencin fpoke before the little
'Council of Embrun. The ftory of this is remarkable.
An Archbifbop condemns a Bithop, and it was. an
author of plays and operas who wrote the fermon for
the Archbithop.

He bad a great many friends; that is to fay, many
people were pleafed with his company : however, I Taw
himy die, in. 1731, without any. attendants - befide his
death:bed. The Abbé Trublet fays, that there were
a great many ;. but he muft have been there at other
times than I was. ) .

The interaft of truth alone obliges me, in this, place, to
exceed the ufual bounds of thefe articles.

This man, of fuch mild manners, and of whom no
one had ever the leaft caufe to complain, has.been ac-
cufed fince his death, almoft juridically, of an. enor-
mous crime ;— with having himfelf compoféd the horri-
ble couplets that were the ruin of Rouffeau, in the
year 1710, and with having condu@ed, for feveral years,
all the proceffes that led to the condemnation of an
indocent man, - .

This accufation had the more weight, as having been
made by a perion thorqughly apprized of the whole
affair, and who vauched it, as it were,  on the fan&ion
of a death-bed teftimony. _ - .

N. Boindin, Procurator-general of the Treafury of
France, dying in 1752, left a very circumftantial me- .
moir behind him, in which he charges, after an in-
terval of above forty years, L.a Motte Houdart, of the~
French Academy, Jofeph Saurin, of the Academy of
Scicnces, and Malafaire, a toy-merchant, with hav-
ing contrived that plot, in confequence of which the
Chirelee and the Parliament had confecutively pro-
nounced upjuft fentences.

~

Now,
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‘Now, in the fitft place, if N: Boindin was tho-
youghly perfuaded of the innocence of Rouffean, why
fo long\delay to declare it? Why not publih it; at
leatt, imYpediately after the death of his enemies ?
Why did Be not "produce this memoir theén, which he
had written abeve twenty years before.?

-Secondly, Who does not fee clearly that this me-
moir was a defamatory libel, and that this man equally
hated every one of thofe he mentions, in.this confign-
ment of their names to the deteftation of pofterity ?

Thirdly, He begins his recital with faéls that are
knowrn to be falfe. He pretends that the Count dé
Nocé, and N.Mé¢lon, Seeretary to the Regent, were
the affociates of Malafaire, a toy-pedlar. All thofe
who were in the leaft acquainted with thefe p:rions,
have pronounced ‘the ftory to be a vile calumny. He
afterwad§ confounds N. La Faye, Secretary of the
King’s Cabiitet, with his brother, Captain of the Guards.
In fine, how could a toy-pedlar have any hand in the
framing of couplets ? ; -
_ Fourthly, Boindini pretends that this toy-man-and
Saurint the geometrician leagued themfelves with La
Motte, to preveat Roufleau from obtaining the penfion
of Boileau, who was then alive in 1710. Now is it
pofible to be imaginéd, that three perfons of fuch
different ranks and profeffions thould unite themfelves,
and contrive together fo far-fetched a fcheme, one fo
infamous and difficult, for the unaceountable pur- -
pofe of depriving a pérfort; at that time hardly known,
of a penfion not vacant, which Rouffeau would not have
obtained if it had, and which not any of the three
confpirators had the leaft pretenfion to hope for them-
felves ? -

" Fifthly, After having acknowledged that Rouffeau
had written the firfk five couplets that were followed
by.thofe which brought on his difgrace, he charges
La Motte Houdart with writing a dozen others; in the
fame ftile ; and his only proof to fupport this accu-
fation is, that thefe dozen couplets, written againft a-
doZén perfons that were to affemble at N. de Villicrs’s

ha . houfe,
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houfe, were carried. by La Motte Houdart himfelf to
the houfe of N. de Villiers, an hour after Rouffeau
had been .informed that the perfons named in the lam-
poon were to meet at that place. Now, fays he,
Roufleau could not in fo fhort a time have been able
to compole and copy thefe defamatory verfes. Jt was
La Motte¢ Houdart that carried them ; ergo, La Motte
muft have been the author.’

On the contrary, it fhould appear, that fince he
had the honefty to bring them, he ought not to be
fufpected for having had the villainy of writing them.
They were laid at his door, and at other people’s al-
fo. He opened the packet, he found in it fome grofs
abufe againft all his friends, and againft himfelf too ;
he produced the libel :" nothing could thew his in-
.nogence more. '

'Sixthly, Thofe who intereft themfelves in the hiftory
of this iniquitous myftery ought to be informed,
that there uled to be meetings, for a month before,
at N. de Villiers’s; and that the party was generally
compofed of thofe very perfons whom Rouffeau had be-
fore abufed in five couplets which he had the im-
prudence to repeat to many perfons. The very firft
of thefe fame dozen couplets fufficiently pointed out
that the perfons concerned ufed to meet together, fome-
times at the Coffee-houfe, and fometimes .at N, de
Villiers’s. . ,

Sots affemblés chez de Villiers 3

‘Parmi les fots troupe d’élite,

D’un vil caffé digaes pilliers,

Craignez la fareur qui m’irrite,

Je vais vous poarfuivre en tous lieux,’

Vous noircir, vous rendre odieux ;

Je veux que partout on vous chante :
, Vous percer et rire & vos yeux

Efl une douceur qui m’enchante,

. Sots affociates with Villars,

Of all dunces the ele&t

To a tavern-door fit pillars,
Of my vengeance dread th’ efic&.

'During .
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During life I will attack ye,

" Damn your fames with loud report;

And while thus I hew and hack ye,
Heart could with no better fport.

- Seventhly, It is falfe that the firft five couplets, ac-
knowledged for Roufleau’s, only glanced a little ri-
dicule againft five or fix particular perfons, as the me-
moir pretends to fay. They are full as outrageous as
the remainder.

\

Que le bourreau par fon valet
Fafle un jour ferrer le fiflet
; De Berrin et de {a (equelle ;
- Que Pecour qui fait le ballet
Ait le.fouet au pied de ’echelle,

) ‘The bangman will, one day, I.hope,
) Stifle the pipes with hempen rope,
Of Berrin and his fcreech-owl crew ;
" And may Pecour, who made the ballec *,
With Berrin’s fate in part to tally,
From beadle’s lath receive his due.

Such is the ftile of thofe firft five couplets, con-
fefled to be Rouffeau’s. Surely this is not the glan-
cing a little ridicule. The remainder of the picece is
written wich the fame rancour,

Eighthly, As to the laft couplets of the fame kind,
that were the caufe of the pracefs comménced againit
Saurin of the Academy of Sciences, in the year 1710,
the memoir fays nothing but what the brief of the
procefs had informed us of a long time before. It
only afferts, that the unhappy perfon who was con-
demned to banifhment for having been fuborned by
Rouffeau, fhould have been fent to the gallies, if he
had really been a falfe witnefs. -

But Le Sieur Boindin is miftaken in this point ; for,
in the firft place, it had been an abfurd prece of in-

Juftice to have condemned the fuborned to the gallies,

when they had only dcemed the penalty of banifhment

* Ballet is pronounced Ballé, Tranflater.
h | h 3 againtt
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againft the fuborner. In the fecond place, this ung
happy perfon had net been brought as an accufer. a-
gainit Saurin.  He eould not be intirely fuborned. He
h«d only made fever 1 declarations contradicting each
other ; and the nature of his fault, and the weak-
nefs of his underftanding, did not deferve fo exem-
plaiy a punifhment, . o .
Ninthly, N. Boindin favs exprefsly in his memoiry
that the. tamily of Noailles and "the Jefpits affifted
in the profecution againft Roufleau, and that Saurin
made ufe of their credit and parriality. But [ know
for a certainty, and many perfons fill alive know it
as well as. 1, that neither the family of Noailles nor
the Jef:its intertercd in the matrer. Nay, the pars
tiality was, at firft, intirely in favour of Rouffeau ;
for though the public ciamour was raifed againft him, he '
had gained over two Secretaries of State on his fide,
Monlfieur de Pontchartrain and Monfieur Voifin, which
the popu.lar clamour could not intimidate. "It was
by their orders, in form of folicitations, that the Lieu-
tenant-Criminal Le Comte decreed againft and im-
prifoned Saurin, interrogated him, confrented him, re-
examined him, and all in the fpace of twenty-four
hours, by a precipitate trial. The Chancellor repri-
inanded the Lieutenant-Criminal for this violent and
unprecedented method of proceeding. I
As tothe Jefuits, it is o farfrom being true that they had
declared: againtt Roufleau, that immediately after the
contradi¢tory fentence of the Chatelet, by which he
had been unanimoufly condemned, he retired to the
No. iciate of the Jefuits, under the'diretion of Father
Sanadon, at the time that he appealed to the. Parha-
mente. - . T '
“"Thig retrear among the Jefuits proves two things:
the firft, that they were not hris enemies : the fecond, that
he. meant to ‘oppofe his praétice of religion o the
char.es, of profligacy that had been beiore brought
againft h'm. He had before compofed his beft Pfalms,
at t.e farhe time that he wrote thofe loofe Epigrams
wiiich he intitled the Glaria Patri, or Doxology, of his
P A -~ . Pfalms,
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Pfalms, and Danchet had addreffed thefe lines te.him
on that occalion :

A te mafquer habile,
‘Traduis tour 3 tour,
Pétrone i la Ville,
David i la Cour, &c.

To a& the artful hypocrite,
Tranflate by turns, in fport,
Petronius, when you play the cit,

And pious hymns at court, &c.

It cannot. then be thought extraordinary, that hav..
ing aflumed the cloak of religion while he wore alfo
thac of the Cynic, he fhould afterwards preferve the
firft, which was then become fo neceflary to him. We
fhould not, however, deduce any confequence from this
induion ; for no being but God knows the heart of man.

Tenthly, It is important. to obferve, that during
above thirty years which La Motte Houdart, Saurin,
and Malafaire, furvived this profecution, not any of
them was ever fufpeted of the .leaft evil tranfacttion, .
or of the flighteft fatirical vein. La Motte Houdare,
never once even replied to thofe bitter invectives
known by the name of Calotes®, and other titles,
which one or two perfons, who were detefted by all the
world, heaped upon him for a long time. He ne-’
ver difhonoured his talents by fatire ; and even in 1709,
abufed continually by Rouffeau, he wrote this fing
Ode :

0y

On ne fe choifit point fon pére :
Par un reproche populaire

Le fage n’eft point abatty,

Oui, quoi que le vulgaire penfe,
Rouffeau, la plus vile naiffance
Donne du laftre 3 la vertu, &c.

Since fons their fathers can’t clett,
Be wife, Rouffeau, then, and neglet

* Cakte fignifies both a czp and a fampoos. In which feafe the
word is to be underflood, in this place, I cannot deiermine, as I
pever {aw the pieces. Tranflator. . ‘
. h g . Tha
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The valgar error and abaufe 3
Not birth, but virtue, forms the man;
No other difference fhould we fcan :
In things what merit, but their ufe? &ec.

When, I fay, h¢ compofed this piece, it was ra=
ther a leffon of morality and philofophy, than a fatire.
Hce exhorted Rouffeau, who had difavowed his father,
not to be athamed of his low .birth, and advifed him
to fubdue his fpirit of ‘envy and of fatire. Nothing
" could lefs refemble the vigulencc that breathes through-
out the couplets of which.he was accufed.

But Rouffeau, after a condemnatlon which thould
have taught him wifdom, whether he was guilty or
innocent, could never reﬁram his natural difpofition.
He frequently wrote epigrams againft the fame per-
fons he had abufed in the couplets in queftion, La
Faye, Danchet, La Motte Houdart, &c. He made-
verfes againft both his old and his new protetors.
Several of them are to be feen in a heap of letters,
very little deferving to be preferved, which have, how--
ever, been pubh{hcd and the greateft part of thofe
verfes are in the very ftile and fpirit of the couplets
for which the Parliament had condemned him ; wit-
nefs the following againfl the - famous muﬁcmn Ra-
ineau.

" Diftillateurs d’accords baroques,
Dent tant d’idiots font férus,
Chez les ‘T'hraces et les Ircques,
Portez vos opéra bourus, &c.

* Ceafe 10 compofe fuch fereech-owl founds, :
Which only fuit'an idiot’s ear ;
Thy art all harmouy confounds,
Fit mafic for a dancing-bear, &c.

There are alfo others of the fame kind, inferted in
the collection, intitled The Porte-Feuille of Rouffean,
‘written aga.nft Abbé Oliver, who had formed a fcheme
for his return to France. In fhort, towards the latter
end of his life, when he lived for 4 time concealed ‘in
Parls, pretcndmg to ngc himfelf up. éntlrely to de-

-----
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votion, he could not refrain from writing farcaftical
epigrams.. ’Tis true that age had weakened his ftile,
but had not reformed his charafter : whether owing to a
contraft in his compofition, which is not uncommsen.
in_human nature, he joined malevolence to devotior,

"or from a vicioufnefs, not lcfs common, his dcvot.wn

was but hypocrify.

Eleventhly, It Saurin, La Motte, and Malafazrc,
had concerted the plot together of which they are
accufed, thefe three pcrfons having fallen out among
themfelves fince, the time of that fuppofed tranfac-
tion, it is very extraordinary that nothing of this com-
bination had ever tranfpired. This reflettion is not,
iadeed. a proof ; bur, joined to others, it muft be al-
lowed to have its wewht ‘ L

Twelfthly, If a young lad, as fimple and ignorant
as the perfon named William "Arnold, condemned as a
witnefs fuborned by Rouficau, had not been really
guilty, he would have declared fo; he would have

“exclaimed againft the injuftice of his punifhment, all

his life. But I knew him. His mother was a cook-
maid to my father; as is faid in the faflum ® of Sau-
rin; and his mother and he both have often acknow-
ledgcd to me, in the prefence of all my family, thac
his fentence was juft.

Why then, after an interval of about forty- two years,
fhould N. Boindin, on his death- bed, leave behind him
an authenticated accufation againft ‘three perfons who
had died befoie him ? It might be faid that the
Memoir had been written twenty years prior to
his death ; that Boindin hated them ‘all three; that
he refented La Motte’s not foliciting his admiffion
into the French Academy, and his havmg declared
to him that his c¢nemies, who accufed him of 'Athe-
ifm, had been the caufe of his exclufion. He had
fallen out with Saurin, who was as haughty and
inflexible as himfelf ; and had alfo quarrelled with

- The faﬂum is a law-term, in France, for the &ricf, or flate of
bhoe cafey of a Plaintiff, or Defindant, Tranflator.
, Malafaire,
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Malafaire, an harth and unpolithed man. He was like~
wife become the profeflfed enemy of Lériget de la
Faye, who had written the following epigram againft

him.,

.Oui, Vadius, on connait votre efprit ;
Savoir s’y joint, & quand le cas arrive,
Qu’ceuvre parait par quelque coin fautive,

Plos aigrement qui jamais la reprit ?

. Mais on ne voit qu’cn vous aufli fe montre
L’art de louer le beau qui s’y rencontre,
Dont cependant maints beaux efprits fon cas.
De vos pareils que voulez-voas qu'on penfc?
Eh quoi! qu’ils font connaiffeurs delicats ?
Pas n’en veudrais tirer la conféquence,
Mais bien qu’ils font gens a fuir de cent pas. _
Why, Vadius, yes § your wit we don’t difpate,
Nor yet your learning we fhall not refute.
If any piece is faulty in its kind,

A critic more fevere we cannot find.
But to its merits are you fo quick-fighted,
With which all men of tafte are fo delighted ?
I anfwer, No, Then fure all authors may
!Gaintt fuch illiberal cenfures juttly fay,
¢¢ Such want of candour never can be prized,
#¢ Feayed but by fools, by men of fenfe defpifed.”

This was, in truth, the chara&er of Boindin, who
is defcribed in the Temple of Tafte, under the name
. of Bardou. He was in hjs Memoir, then, the dupe
of his own refentment ; for he was as, incapable of
faying what he did not believe, as he was ot chang-
\ing any opinion that his miftake or caprice had once
poffefled him with. His manners were irreproachable ;-
he led always a philofophic life, even ta feverity, and
performed feveral actions of generofity ; but his harfh -
and unfociable temper rendered him fubje& to many
prejudices, of which he was not to be cured.

'This whole unhappy affair, which fubfifted fo
long, and with which nobody was better acquaint-
ed than myfelf, took its rife from the innocent.
amufement that feveral eminent perfons ufed to in-
dulge themfelves in, of mcctin? in a fociable inter-
courfe together at a coffee-houfe.” But they did not*
' ‘ properly
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properly obferve the firft law of fociety, viz. to preferve
good-breeding among one another. They ufed to
criticife each other pretty feverely ;. which, for want
of politenefs-or addrefs, infpired lafting enmities, and
fometimes inftigated to crimes. We fhall leave it now
to the reader, whether, in this affair, there be three
perfons guiity, or only one.. - -

It has been faid, that, at leaft, Saurin might have
been the author of the latter couplets attributed to
Roufleau. It might poflibly be, indeed, that Roufleau,
having been confefledly known to be guilty of the firft
five, which contained the fame virulence, Saurin might
have add¢d the others to ruin him; though Saurin
was at that very time deeply engaged in alggbraic cal-
culations; though he was himfelt grofly abufed in the
fame picce; though all the offended perfons unani-
moufly imputed it to Rouflfeau ; and, finally, although
Saurin was acquitted of the charge, after a folemn
trial: but if the thing is phyfically within the poflibi-
lit)ff_ of fad, it is not within the reafonablenefs of be-
lief. :

Roufleau, indeed, accufed him of it, all his life;
nay, charged him with the crime in his laft teftament 5
but the Profeflor Rollin, to whom Rouffeau commu.
nicated this teftament when he returned clandeftinely
to Paris, obliged him to erafe that article; fo that
Roufleau contented himfelf with protefting his own
inngcence in his laft moments, but never dared to
aceufe La Motte, either pending the courfe of the pro-
cefs, or during the reft of his life, nor on his death-
bed. He fatisfied himfelf with penningfatirical lines
againft him ®.  (See the article of Josern Sauvriv.)

Marre-

* The feregoing detail, or argument, may be thought, by the
generality of readers, too tedious and uninterefting, as being, in
effe®, only a pleading in favour of perfons long fince dead, of whom,
probably, they may never have heard before, and about whom, cou-
fequently, they cannot be fuppofed to have any manner of concern,
But to a liberal mind the javeftigation of the queftion here brought
into difpute, muft furely be allowed a merit fuperior to wit or lite- -
gature, as becing an additional proof of that generous and active
. SR : fpiric

v
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‘MortevitLe (Frances Bertaut de), born in 1615,
in Normandy. This Lady has written Memoirs which
particularly relate to Anne of Auftria; mother to
LouisXIV. containing a numberof infignificant incidents
told with a great air of franknefs. She died in 1689.

Nain pe TiLLemonT (Scbaftian le), fon to John
le Nain, Mafter of the Requefts, born at Paris in 1637,
the pupil of Nicole, and one of the moft learned Wri-
ters of Port-Royal. His Hiflory of the Emperoers, and
his fixteen volumes of the Ecclefiaftical Hiffory, are
written with as much veracity as the compilations of
ancient hiftory would admit of: for all hiftory, be-
fore the invention of Printing, was full 'of contradic-
tions and uncertainty. He died in 1698. -

Navpe (Gabriel), born at Paris, in 1690, was a
Phyfician, but more of a Philofopher. He was firft
attached to Cardinal Barberinj, at Rome; afterwards
to Cardinal Richelieu; then to Cardinal Mazarin; and,
laftly, to Queen Chriftina, to the luftre of whofe
learned Court he for fome time contributed. He at
length retired to Abbeville,” where he died, as foon as
he began to be his own mafter.

Of all his works, his Apology for the great Men ac-
¢egfed of Magic,“is almoft the only one which yet remains
to us. One might make a much larger book of the

fpirit which prompted our author to exert his talents, to expend his
fortune, and to employ his influence in vindicating the unfortunate
and oppreffed families of Cales, of the Syrvens and Barré, &c. Nay,
in the prefent defence there appears to be fomething even more
noble than in the other inftances ; as in thofe cafes there fubfifted
flill fome objets of commiferaiion to excite humanity ; but in this
particular, the clicnts of his patronage no longer exifted. The only
fpirit theo which could poflibly have aftvated him upon this occa-
fion, muft certainly have been that which he declares in the preface
to this- pleading, in thefe words: < The interef? of Trath alone obliges
¢ me, in this place, to exceed the ufual bounds of thefe articles.”

No acknowledgments, no gratitude, not even the mean confider-
ation, of fame, could be expetted from the dead. ’Tis the charater
of the Divine nature to beflow favour on snprofitable fervants. Yet
the true Catholic Church refufed this man chriftian burial in France,
becaufe he happened not to be rirualy orthodox, though he was
wirtually {o: his nephew was obliged'to carry off his remains to Fer,
vey. Tranflator, =

i ‘ great
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great men who have been accufed of impiety fince So-
crates. )

Papulu:‘mm. Jolos credit babendos
Effe Deos quos ipfe colit *.

Nemours (Maria de Longueville Duchefs of), born
in 1625. She wrote fome Memoirs, in which are re-
lated a few particulars of the unhappy times -of the
Fronde. She died in 1707. ‘ ,

Nevers (Philip Duke of ). He wrote fome poetical
pieces in a particular ftile. ‘One is not to give intire
credit to the fonnet parodied by Racine and Defpréaux =

Dans un palais doré Nevers jaloux & bléme,
Fait des vers ob jamais perfonne n’entend rien,

Nevers, in gilded domes, envious and pale,
Pens verfes that exceed all underftanding .

He wrote many that were eafily to be underftood, . and
read too with great plealure; as thofe verfes, for in-
ftance, againft Rancé, the famous reformer of La
Trappe f, who had written againft Archbithop
Fénclon. '

¢ ¢« The vulgar think there are no Gods, but thofe whom they them-
felves worthip.”” Tranflator. ,
t Boileau has been often charged with a ‘little of that fame exvious
and pale {pirit, himfelf; :

¢¢ To damn for arts which taught himfelf to rife.”

. - Nor was the author of that very line free from the cenfure of it, in

'

many of his writings—the Dunciad, & a/iti. . .

This is very unfair.—Mauft all artifts be run down, who are not at
the top of their merier 7 Mult no one get bread, but they who deferve
cake? Thofe who attack others, indeed, merit chaftifement, The
God of Verfe himielf commenced the precedeat, in the example cf
Marfyas. Zoilus, Bavius, &c. were, therefore, proper objeits of
fatiric refentment ; this is bat poer-fanghter, in onc’s own defence.
But why fhould your poor harmlefs poetafters, moft of whom but
write to eat—not for fama, but fames—be reduced to ftarve, or be
deprived of even their thin paper diet 2 I4id.

1 A Convent of the fevereft Order in France. Perpetual filence is
-one of their dojun@ions.  Jbid.

' Cet
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€et Abbé q’on croyait pattri de faidteté, LT3
Vieilli dans la retraite & dans ’humilité,
Orgueilleux de fes croix, bouffi de fa foufirance,
Rompt fes facrés flatats en rompant le filence ;
Et contre un faint Prélat s’animant aojourd’hai,
Du fond de fes deferts déclame coatre lud 3
Et moins-humble de ccour que fier de fa dotrine,
. Il ofe décider t¢ que Rome examine.

Fhat Abbé, deem’d fo humble and fo holy, -
Grown ald in cell and pious melancholy,
Proud of his crofs, elated with his yuke,

- His facred vows, at once, and filence broke;

* Now ’gainft a blamelefs prelate he declaims,

And from his cloifter flinglefs fatire aims; :
Lefs meek of Keart than flafh’d with learning’s prideg - =
Where Rome yet doubts, he boldly dares decide *,

His wit and his talents were revived and perfeQed it
his grandfon. He died in 170-.  ~ = -
Niceron (John-Peter), a Barnabire +, born at Paris,
in 1685. He was author of the Memoirs of the illuftriouns
Men in Literature. They are not all illuftrious ;, but he
fpeaks of each of them according to their merits; he
does not call a goldfmith a great man. He deferves to
" be ranked among the men of ufeful knowledge. ‘He
died in 1738. o
- NicoLe (Peter), born at Chartres, in 1625. He was
one of the beit Writers of Port-Royal. What he has
written againft the Jefuits, is fcarcely read, at prefenty
but his- Effays on Mlorals, which are a work ufeful ‘to
‘mankind, will never be out of date. That chapter,
particularly, on the means of preferving peace in
fociety, is a mafter-piece, to which there is nothing of
the-fame kind. that 1s equal, in all the ancient writings.
But that peace is, perhaps, as difficult to eftablifh, d¢
that of the Abbé de Saint Pierre . He diedia r6g5.

* Thefe lines, with only a few alterdtions, are borsewed from a fore
mer vetfion, as there cannot beé a better tranflatiew of the original.
In fuch a cafe it had been affe@ted: to Rave artempted a new ons, ands
unfais to have given a worfe,  Tranflator. . :

+ A particolar Order, in France. /f4id.

1 He wrote a fcheme for a: perpetual peace'in Furdpe. See the
arficle under his name, in the fubfequent part of this Catalogue, Jéid,-

- NIVELLE
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NiverLe pe LA Cuaussee.  He wrote fome Comedics
in a2 new and tender ftile, which met with fuccefs®*. Ig
is true, that, as a writer of Comedies, he wanted a real
comic genius, Many perfons of tafte could not bear

" Comedies where there were no lively fcenes to. be met
with 5 but there is certainly great merit in being able to
affe& an audience, to treat amoral well, and te compofe
elegant verfes, corre&tly written; and thefe were the
talents of this author. He was born in the reign of
Louis X]V. N

It has been faid, that where he approaches the tragic
ftrain, in his pieces, he 18 not always fufficiently intereft-
ihg, and what is meant for mere comedy, is not humo-
rous enough. The proper mixture of thefedifferentmetals
is very difficult to be hit on. However, L Chauflée is
reckoned: among the firt writers who rank after thofe of
true genius. He died about the year 1750.

Nobor is only known from his Fragments.cf Petronius,
which he had-found at Belgrade, in 1688; and the hiatus’s
that he has filled up do not. feem to be fuch bad Latin
as his adverfaries have deemed them. There may be met
with in thofe places fome words and expreflions, I con-
fefs, that neither Cicero, Virgil, nor Horace ever made
ufe of ; but Petronius himfelf is full of fuch phrafes, or
idioms, which-more modern manncrs and later ulages
bad given rife to.

i do not infert this article relating ta Nodot, for any
other reafon than to make known thac this fatire of Pe-
tronius is not that which the Conful. Petronius -is report-
ed to have fent to Nero, juft before he had his veins
opened : flagitia Principis fub nominibas exoletorum, femi-
narumque, et movitate cujufque flupri prefirifta, atque
obfignata mifit Neroni.

It is fuppofed that the Profeflor Agamemnon meant
Seneca ; hut .the ftile of Sencca is the dire&. oppolite
to thatvof Agamemnon, rurgids oratio ;5 and Nodot’s
Agamemnon is a flat declaimer of the Schools.

1 This is what is now-ftiled Za Comédie larmoyante, Tranflator.
4 _ e - The
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The charater of Trimalcion is as abfurdly fuppofed
to be defigned for Nero. How could a young Emperor,
who, after all, had wit and talents, be reprefented by an
old ridiculous tax-githerer, who made feafts for parafites
#till more ridiculous than himfelf, and who fpeaks with
as much ftupidity and ignorance as the Boargem
Gentilbomme, the Gentleman Cit, of Moliere?

- How could the dirty idiot Fortunata, .who is much
below Madame Fourdain®, be fuppofed the wife or
miftrefs of Nero? What connection could a fett of
rabble; whe fculk in blind alleys, and fupport them-
felves by filching, have with the magnificent and volup-
tuous Courc of an Emperor? What perfon of common
fenfe, in reading this licentious writing, muft not imme-
diately conclude, that it was penned by fome loofe young
fellow of parts, but whofe tafte had not been yet formed ;
who, according to the vein he was in, wrote fomctlmes
good lines, and fometimes bad ones ; who mixes often
low humour with higher. wit; and who was himfelf an
example of the decadence of tafte which he complams of?
: The key they have given to Petronius is much fuch
another. as they have made to the Chara&ers of La
Bruyére. Both are written by guefs.

* D’Oriver (Jofeph), an Abbé, Counfellor of Honour
to the Council of the Counts de Déle, alfo a Member of
the French Academy. He was born at Salins in 1682.
Me obtained a name - in literature by his Hiflory of the
Academy, at a time when they defpaired of cver feeing
eny thing of the kmd which. fhould equal that by
Pclifon.

- 'We owe him alfo mo{t elegant and faithful tranflations
of the philofophic writings ot .Cicero, enriched with judi-
cious remarks. All that author’s works, printed under
his infpection, and illuftrated with his notes, are a noble
monument to prove that the ftudy of the Ancients was not
negle@ted in this age. He fpoke his own language
with as much purity as Tully did his, and has rendered

"+ A Charalter in the play before mentioned, Tranflator.
‘ ' . great
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great fervice to the French Grammar, by obfervations
both critical and ingenious. ‘ ’

‘We owe to him, hikewife, the edition of a book intitled,
Of the Weaknefs of the Human Underflanding, written by
M. Huet, Bithop of Avranche, after’ a long experience
had taught him to defpife the abfurd furilities of the
Schools, and the rubbifh of the barbarous ages.

The Jefuits, authors of the Fournal des Tréveuxy ex-
claimed againft the Abbé d’Olivet, and denied that book
to be written by Bithop Huet, on the fole pretence that
it was unbecoming an old Prelate of Normandy to
pronounce the fchool-divinity to be ridiculous, and that
aht legends refembled the four fons of Aimon; as if
it was neceflary to the .edification of the world, that a-
Norman Bifhop fhould be a ‘driveler. In the fame
manner they affirmed, that the Memoirs of Cardinal De
Retz were not written by himfelf. The Abbé d’Olivet
anfwered them, in the beft mariner pofiible, by producing
the original copy before the Academy, in Bithop Huet’s
own manufcript. His age and his merit are our excufe
for placing him, as well as the Prefident Henault, in a
lift where we have made it a rule not to fpeak of any
but the dead. ' :

D’Orreans (Jofeph), a Jefuit. He was the firlt
perfon that ever chofe in hiftory the revolutians of
States for his fole fubject. Thofe of England, which he
wrote, are.in an eloquent ftile ; but fincé the zra of
Henry VIIL. he is more copious than faithful. He
died in 1698. ‘

+ . Ozanaum (James) was born a Jew, near Dombes, in
1640. ' He taught himfelf geometry, without a mafter,
at the age of fifteen. He was the firft that ever wrote
a Mathematical Diflianary. His Matbematical Recreations
are always upon fale. He died in 1717 *. :

# He ufed to fay that the illirerate knew as much about religion,
as the moft learned, which was -unfyffematically reducing the true
feofe of it 1o pratice. He faid the Sorbonne may difpute, and the
Pope may decide, but a Mathematician thould go 10 keaven in a per-
pendicular line, Tranflatar. ! , .

Vou. L. i Pacr
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. Pac1 (Antony), a Provengal, born in 1624. He
was a Francifcan, He correéted Baronius, and had &
penfion from the Clergy for that work. He died im
1699.

?’arm (Ifaac), born at Blois, in 1657. A Calvinift.
He quitted his religion, 'and then wrote againft it. He
died in 1709. - '

Parpies (Ignativs.Gafton). A Jefuit; born at Pau,
in 1638, known by his Elements of Geometry, and by his
treatife -On the Souls of Brutes.

To imagine with Defcartes that the Brute Creation
are but fimple machines, void of fenfations, though
formed with the proper organs for them, is to deny ¢x-
perience, and to affront Nature, To fay that they are
informed wich a pure {pirit, is to affirm what it is im-
poflible to prove. To acknowledge that the inferior
animals are endowed with fenfations and memory, with
out pretending to know how they operate, is talking
like a rationgl man, who knows that ignorance is a better -
thing than error, For of what work of Nature do we
know the firft principles? He died in 1673.

ParenT (Anthony), bornat Paris, in 1666. A goed
Mathematician. He is another of thofe who taught
themielves geometry, without a mafter. What is the
moft remarkable thing in his charater, is, that he lived
a long time at Paris, tree and happy, upon an income
that was fcarcely two hundred livres a-year, He died
in 1716, . , ‘

Pascav (Blaife), born in 1623, fon of the firft Inten-
dant that was appointed at Rouen, and a moft forward
genius; but he would exert the fuperiority of his talepts,
as Kings do their power, by prefuming to fubjeét and
overcome every thing by authority. The delpotic and
fupercilious air which he manifefts in his Thougbrs on
various Subjedts, has difgufted many readers. He theuld
have %ropofcd his reafons more modeftly. However,
both eloquence and the French language are much in-
debted vo him, AU

The

t
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The enemies of Pafcal and of Arnold contrived to
fupprefs their elogies, in the catalogyp of Ilufirious
Men, publithed by Perrault; upon which occafion
this paflage of Tacitus was cited— Prefulgebant Caffius
2, Brutus eo ipfo quod eorum effigies now vifebantur, He
~ died in 1662. - )

Patin (Guy), born at Houdan, in 160x. He was
& phyfician, but more famous for his flanderous letters
than' his medicines. A colle&tion of them was read
with avidity, becaufe they contained private anecdotes,
and the occurrences of the times, of which every one is
fond ; and fatires too, of which they are fill
fonder, They ferve to thew that cotemporary writers,
who minute down the news of the day, are but trea- '
cherous guides for hiftory. Thefe articles of intelli-
gence are often found to be falfe in fa&, or mifrepre-
“{ented through malignity. Befides, thefe multitudes of
arifling falts are only relithed by fmall geniufes.
He died in 1672.

.PaTin (Charles’, bornat Paris, in 1633, was fon ¢o
Guy Patin. His works are read by the ftudious, and
thofe of his father by the idle. He was a learned
“Antiquary ; but quitted France, and died Profeffor of

- Phyfic at Padua, 1n 1693. :
aTru (Oliver), born at Paris, in.1604; the firft
who introduced purity of language at the Bar. He
received, in his laft ficknefs, a gratuity from Louls
XIV. who had been told that he was poor. He died in
1681 *,

PaviLios (Stephen), born at Paris, in 1632. He
was Attorney-General to the Parliamemt of Metz, and
known by fome pieces of poetry written in' 2 natural
and unaffected ftile. He died in 1705. ,

PeLisson-FonTaNiER (Paul), born a Calvinift, at
Béfiers, in 1624. An-indifferent poet, but a man of
great knowledge and eloquence. He was firft-clerk and

® Ubpon his being received into the French Academy, he made ag
oration of thanks, which firft introduced that caltom, and which hap

gontinued, ever fince. Tranflator, .
12 confidant
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confidant to the Superintendant Fouquet; and fent te
the Baflille in 1661, where he remained four years and
a half, for having been faithful to his mafter ; and fpent
the remainder of his life in beftowing eulogiums on the
King that had deprived him of his liberty, Such things
never happen but in monarchies *. “

Being more of a courtier than a philofopher, . he
changed his religion, and made his fortune. Mafter of
the Exchequer, Mafter of the Requefts, and Abbé, he
was commiffioned to employ one-third of his fteward-
fhip to make the Huguenots quit their religion, as he
had done. .

His Hiftory of the Academy was much applauded.
‘He wrote many other works : Prayers for the Mafs, a
Colletion of galant pieces, a Treatife on the Eucharift, be-
fides 2 number of love odes to Olimpia.

" This Olimpia was Mademoifelle Des-Vieux, who was
faid to have been ‘contratted to the celebrated M. Bof-
{uet, before he had entered into the c¢hurch. But the
works that did Pélifion' the moft honour, were his ex-
cellent defence of Monfieur Fouquet, and his Hiflory
of the Conqueft of Franche-Comté.

. The Protetants fay that. he died with perfect indif-
ference ; the Catholics fay quite the contrary ; but both

agree that he' died without the facrament. "IHe died in

1693.
" Perravrr (Claudius), born at Paris, in 1613. He
was a- Phyfician, but never pratifed in his profeffion,

except for the relief of his friends. He became, with-"

out the affiftance’ of "any mafter, eminent in drawing
and mechanics. He was a good phyfician, a good ar-
chitet, an encoutager of the arts under the protection
of Colbert, and enjoyed a reputation, in fpite of Boi-
leaui ¥. "He died in 1688. . o
PerravLT (Charles), born in 1626, brother to the
former. "He was Comptroller-General of the Buildings
under Colbert, formed the plan of the A cademies of Paint-

® Where-can Kings be praifed, but in. menarchies ? 77 "-ag/laur. .
+ Who abuled him. Jbid. . . o
: : ing,
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ing, Sculpture and Archite&ure ; and was very. fervice-
able to men eof letters, who paid him great court during,
the life of his patron, but abandoned him after his
death. . Lo . .

He is reproached with having too much under-rated,
the merits of the Ancients; but his greateft fault was
the bad criticifms he made on'them *, and his having
made enemies even of thofe whom he might have brought
into competition with them.  This queftion (between
the Ancients and the Moderns) has been, and will
continue long, a divided opinion,- as- much as it
was in the days ‘of Horace. There are numbers of
people in Italy who cannot read Homer without being
tired, and every day Ariofto and Taffo with delight
call Homer, notwithftanding, incomparable! He died
in 1703. ‘ .

N? 33 It is faid in the Literary Anecdotes, vol. II.
page 27, that Addifon having made a prefent of his
works to Defpreaux, he, in return, affured him that he
would never have written againft Perrault, if he had
before perufed fuch excellent pieces by a modern hand.
How could they infert fuch an abfurd falfity? Boi-
leau never underftood a word of Englith ; no French-
man ftudied the language at that time: it was not till
towards the year 1730 that they began to be at all
acquainted with it. Befides, even though Addifon, who
ufed to ridicule Boileau, was acquainted with him, why
thould not Boileau have written againft Perrault in
favour of the Ancients, whofe praife is exalted by Addi-
fon in all his works? But, as I faid fomewhere be.
fore, let us never give credit to any of thefe anas,
to any of thefe litcle anecdotes. A fure way tg
-;Ialk like a fool, is to repeat at hazard whatever ong

€ars. ’ T

® From which circumftance it may be fuppofed that he wanted tafle
for their beauties, or was not fufficient mafter of their language. This,
3t Jeaft the latier part, was exatly the cafe of Voltaire himfelf, with
tegard to Shakelpeare; Me firft tranflated him ill, and-then criticifed
his owa travefly, Tras/. : C

. i 3 : * Perau
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Petav (Denis),” born at Orleans, in 1583. A Je-
fuit. He reformed the chronology, and wrote feventy
works. He died in 1652 *. o

Petis pe £a Croix (Francis) was ane of thofe whom
the great Minifter Colbert encouraged, and whofe merit
he rewarded. Louis XIV. fent him into Turkey and
intdo Perfia, at the age of fixteen, to learn the Qriental
languaigm Who would believe that he compofed a

art of the life of Loouis XIV. in Arabic, and that the

ook is efteemed in the Eaft ? o

He wrote the Hiffory of Gengis-Kan, and of Tamerlane,
compiled from the amcient Arabian Autbors, and’ feveral
other ufeful books; but his tranflation of the Thoufand
#nd one Days +, is more read than any of them, =" ~

1’homme eft de glace aux vérités,
11 eft de fea pour le menfonge.

Though men to truth are cold as ice,
Their hearts are warm to fubtle fition,

He died in 1913, . B
PeriT (Peter), born.at Paris, in 1617, A philo-
fopher and 2 man of knowledge. He only wrote in.
Latin, He died in 1687. S S
Pezron (Paul), of the Ciftertian Order, He was
born in Bretagne, in 1639. A great Antiquary, who
. inveftigated the origin of the Celtic language}. He
- died in 1706. ; ‘ N
Pinv (Louis du), born in 1637. ‘A Dofor of the
Sorbonne. His Library of Ecclefiafiical Anthors has
gained him much reputation, and fome enemies. He
died in 1719. : 8 T
*~ Pracerte (John la), of Bearn |, born in 163q.
A proteftant minifter at Copenhagen and in Holland.
Efteemed for various works. He died at Utrecht, i
1718. s

® He is morg generally known by the appellation of Perawiss, Tran,
+ Should it not be Nights # Iéid.. ~ .+ -+ - o Tt
3 The language of the Goths. Ibid. :
i A province of France ;' which 1 mention, to diftinguifh it from
Bern in Switzerland, Jéid, - ¢ - -t - L '
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Porionac (Melchior de), a Cardinal, born at Velay,
in 1662. He was as good a Latin poet as any one can .
be in a dead language; and a man of great eloquence
in his own. He was one of thofe who have proved
that it is eafier to write Latin than French verfes.
Unluckily for him, in' combating Lucretius ®, he hap-,
pened to oppofe Newton. He died in 1741.

De Powtis. His Memoirs have been fo much in
vogue, that it is neceffaty to fay that this man, who
had done fo many great things for the fervice of the
- King, is the only one who never mentioned him ; there-

fore thefe Memoirs are not his. They were the produc<
tion of Du Foffé, one of the Writers of Port-Royal,
Heé pretends that his hero took the name of his eftate in
Daughiné; but there is no manor of that denomina<
tion in Dauphiné. It is even doubtful whether thete is -
fuch a place as Pontis exifting any where. o

The Portative Hiftorical Ditionary, in four volumes,
affirms that thefe Memoirs are genuine. They are, -
however, fBaffed with fables, as Father d’Avrigny has
proved, in the preface to his hiftorical memoirs. ;

Pogee (Charles), born in Normandy, in 1675. A
Jefuit. He was one of the fmall number of Profeflors
who was well efteemed in the polite world. His elo-
quence was in the ftile of Seneca, He was a poet and
aman of wit. His greateft merit was to render his pu-
pils fond of letters and of virtue. He died in 1741,

LA Porrte, firft Valet-de-chambre to the Queen.
Mother, and fome time alfo to Louis XIV. He was
thrown into prifon by Cardinal Richelieu,.and threatened
with death, to force him to betray the fecrets of his
miftrefs, which, however, he did not reveal.

Among the heap of memoirs that unfold the hiftory
of that age, thofe of La Porte arg not to be defpifed ;.
they fhew an honeft man, an enemy to artifice or flat-
tery, and, rigid even to pedantry. He acknowledges

~ he had informed the Queen that her too great familiarity
with Cardinal Mazarin diminifhed the refpe@ of her
aobles and people towards her. : :
*® Xn bis duti-Lacretius 5 fen de Deo et Naturd, Tromilater. .
. o ig * There
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. Thereis in thefe Mémoirs an anecdote on the in<

fancy of Louis XIV. that ought to have rendered the

memory of Cardinal Mazarin execrable, if he had been

tapable of the thameful crim¢ which La Porte feems to
* ) *

impute to him. . ‘ ‘

. & . . » *

. . . ‘. . .

o * * €« [ e

» .. . - .
™ * * « ' &

- Puy (Peter du), fon to Claudius du Puy, Counfellor
to the Parliament, a very learned man, was born in
France, in 1583.  The knowledge of Peter du Pui was
ufeful to the State, He laboyred more than any one- at
fearching out old maps, and fecking after the crown-
kinds that had been {wallowed up in many manors. He
unravelled the intricacies of the Salic law as much as it
was - pofible, and proved the liberties of the Gallican
Church were only a part of the original rights of the
ancient Churches, . It appears. from his hiffory of the
Knights-Templars, that there were. many criminal perfons

. ainong them, but that the condemnation of ‘the whole -

Order upon that account, and the execution of fo many
of the members, were atts of the moft cruel injuftice that
ever were committed. He died in 1653. ’
..Puv-Szeur- (the Marfhal de) has left us an Ar¢ of
War, as Boileau has given us an Arz of Poetry.
. QuesNgt (Paquier), born in' 1634, of the Oratory.
He, was very unhappy in having become the fubjet of
a great diffention -among bis compatriots, Befides, he
lived poor, and in, exile, ' _

His manners were fevere, as they are of all thofe who
pafs their lives in difputes. - About thirty pages altered
and foftened in- his bogk, would have faved his country
nruch contention; but thep his, name had not been
fofamous Hedied'in 1719% = ‘

® His Moral Refeiions upon the New Tiftament, 8 work of great
merit, gave the moft offeace to the Fefuits, as containing fome tenets
which favoured: Janfenifm. ‘The famous (infamous) Bull Unigenitu}

- tondemned 101 ptopofitions contained: in it.  Transator. Qui
TR TOR B oL T ST Quisy
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- QuieN (Michael le), born ih 1661. A Dominican.
A man of great knowledge. He laboured much.
about “the Eaftern Churches, and. alfo about the
Englith Hierarchy. He particularly wrote againft
Le Courayer, on the validity of ordinations by
Proteftant Bifhops; but the Englith fet.as litle value

-upon thefe difputes, as the Turks did on, the differta-

tions about the Greek Church, He died in 1703.. :

*QuivavwrT (Philip), born at Paris, in 1635, Auditor
of Accompts, celebrated on account of his {weet lyric
poems, and for the mildnefs which he oppoled to the

‘very unjuft fatires of Boileau againft him.

Quinault. was in his way much fuperior to Lulli®.
He will be always read 3 and Luulli, excepting his recis
tative, will fcarcely ever be fung any more. However, it -
was thought, in the time of Quinault, that he owed
all his reputation + to Lulli. Time afcertains the
true value of every thing.~ - .

.. He fhared, in common with other great men, the

bounty of Louis XIV. but it was,a pittance, The

gzeatcr liberality was beftowed on Lulli. He died in

1688, e

. N.B. There is aftory in the Literary Anecdotes, that
Boileau, being at the Opera-Houfe at Verfailles,
faid to the -box-keeper, ¢ Sir, place me where I
¢¢ cannot hear the words. I am fond of the mufic
¢¢ of Lulli, but have a fovereign contempt for the

- ¢ metre ; of Quinault.”

It isnot probable, however, that Boileaueverfaid fo grofs
a thing, If they had reftrained themfelves to have made
him fay, ¢ Place me where I can only hear the mufic,” it
had been enough-; but it would have been, neverthelefs,
unjuft. Lulli has been furpaffed in every thing, except
his Recitatives; but Quinaulc-has never been equalled. -

* . # Quinaglt wrote Operas, and Lulli compofed the mufic to them.

Transkagore

.+ Whofe mufic was thought to have brought the Author’s Poetry -
into vogue. Jbid. ’ .

* § The word is Mufigue here, which I have taken the liberty of
changing, in order to mark the diftin®ion_between the Pcet and the
Mufician, which is copfognded in the original, - Z4idy Qu S
hoetoe e B A ' QUINCY
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Quincy (the Marquis de), Lieutenant-General, of
the Artillery, and Author of Tde Military. Hiffory of
Louss XIV. He enters into minute details, which
may be ufeful to thofe who would follow in their read-
ing the operations of a campaign. Thefe details may
furnith examples, in cafes exactly the fame way circum-
ftanced ; but this. is rarely met with, either in bufinefs
or in war. The refemblances are always imperfect,
and the differences always great, The condu& of war
_ i3 like games of fkill, which can only be learned by
practice, and the days of attion are often but. games
of chance. ‘

QuinTiniE (John-la), born at Poitiers, in 1626.
He taught the art of cultivating gardens, and of trai-
fplanting trees. His precepts have been followed by
all Europe, and his talents were liberally rewarded by
Louis X1V, : . : ;

Racine (John), born at La Ferté-Milon, in 1639.
He was educated at Port-Royal. He wore the eccle-
fiaftical habit when he wrote the Tragedy of Theagenes,
which he dedicated .to Moliére, and that of Thbe
‘Brotbér Enemies, of which Moliére had given him the
fubje@t. He is intituled Prior of Epinai, in the Privi-
dege du Roi of his Andromacké. ‘ ' ’

Louis XIV. was fenfible of his extraordinary merit.
He appointed him one of his Gentlemen in Ordinary,
named him fometimes of his parties to Marly, made
him lie in his chamber in one of his ilmefles, and
heaped kindnefles upon him; notwithftanding which, .
poor Racine died of grief, or fear, at his having of,
fended him.* He was not fo great a philofopher as he
was a poet. , . : -

The world rendered him but tardy juftice. *¢ We have
¢ been affe@ed (fays St. Evremond) by Mariamne, by
¢ Sophonifba, by Alcione, by Andromache, and by
* Britannicus.” Thus did they place not enly the
wretched Sophonifba of Corneille, but even the ,
pieces of Alcione and of Mariamne by the fide of his
immortal matter-pieees. The gold is confounded with
- the clay during the lives of the artifts—it is death thag
feparates them, ‘ . : :
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It is worthy of remark, that Ratine having con-
fulted Corneille upon his Tragedy of Alexander, Cor-
-neille advifed him never to attempt the Bufkin ; affuring
him, that he had not the leift talent.for fuch kind of

compofition. - ‘
- We fhould not forget to mention here, that Racine
wrote againft the ]g:nkniﬁs, and afterwards turned
Janfenift himlelf. He died in 2699. ‘
Racive (Louis), fon to the immortal John Racine
followed the traces of his father, but in a path too
" parrow, and unworthy the Mufes. He underftood the
mechanifm of verfe as well -as his father, but ‘poffefled
neither his geni’us nor his graces. He wanted both
invention and imagination *. '
He was a Janfenilt as well as his father, and moft of
his verfes were written for that fe€.  There are fome
good lines to be found in his Poem on Grace, and
in that on Religion oo ; though this latter is too di-
dafic and formal for poefy, and merely a tranfcript of
Pafcals Refledtions 3 but enlivened by fome fine de-
fcriptions, fuch. as thofe in the fecond Canto, in which
he both tranflates and controverts Lucretius.

Cet wfprit, 6 mortels! qui vous rend fi jaloux,
Neft qu'an feu qui s’sflume & s’€teint avec vous,
Quand paf d’affreux fillons ’implacable vieillefle
A fur on front hidesx imprimé la triftefle, .
Que dans up corps courbé fous un amas de jours,
Le fang comme g regret femble achever fon cours 3
Lerfqu’en des yeax couverts d’un lugubre nuage
1! n’entré des vbjets qu'one infidéle image ;
Qu’en 'débris chaque jour le corps tombe & périt:
En ruibes auffi je vois tomber P’efprit.
L’ame mourante alors, lambeau fans nourritare,
)13“’ par intervalle une luewr obfcure, |

rifte deftin de ’homme ! -il arrive au tombeau,
Plus faible, plas enfant qu’il ne I’cft au berceau.

® “The prefs labovrs under fuch mechanical Poets, every day ; who
not being able to write good profe, fhield their weaknefs under bad
‘verfe. ' Somie great names may be ranked under the firft part of the
above defcription; though they deferve neither of the cenfures in the
Tatter part. ~ Senfe and wit cannot make a Poet ; they are but his
Pvdy, Inventipn and imagination are his foul.  Trawslator,
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La mort ¢u coup fatal frappe enfin I'édifice =

Dags un dernier foupir achevant fon fupplice,

Lorfque vuide de fang le ccéur tefte glace, = '

$op ame s’évapore, & toat I'homme eft paflé, K]

That foul, vain mortals, which ye rate fo high,
Connate with us is form’d to live and die. -
When losthfome wrinkles fhalf in time difgrace -
‘The florid hue of Youth’s ence jocuad face ;
When through decrepid limbs the blood’s weak forcs
With lingering labours to perform its courfe; y
When eyes deep funk are dimm’d by length of yearsy
Through which each objet faithlefsly appears §
When fuch impairs betoken our decay, i
. "The foul refponfive languithes away: .- . -
For the, but nourifh’d in the body’s frame, .. |
Like lamps exhaufted, yields a quivering flamie, * - .
Hard fate of man! whofe lot is to be curft - - .
With fecond childhood; ‘féébler than the firft : - - -
Death ftrikes, atlength, thenodding edifice, - -
When foul and body perith inatrices. .
For when this vaonted foul breathes odt its date,
The compound Man beconyes annihijate ®,. -

-d

V. RN

He fometimes cha‘lléngc‘s; in "this - Poem, the
¢ Whatever is, is right,” of Shaftefbury and Boling-
broke, fo well put into verfe by Pope. - :

Sans doute qu’d ces mots des bords de Ia Tamife,
Quelqye abftrait raifonneur qui ne fe plaint de rien,
Dans fon flegme Anglican s’écriera, Tout eft bien.
Without doubt, at thefe words, on the banks of the Thames,
Some Stoic abftra&, who concerns him at nought,

With a true Britith phlegm, cries, Things are as they onght.

Racine, 'in quality of Janfenift, was of opinion that
almoft every thing has been wrong a long time. He
accufed Pope of irreligion. Pope was the fon of a Pa-
pift, which is the denomination given to Roman Catholics
in England. Pope, educated in that religion, which he
femetimes turns into ridicule in his Epiftles,” would ne-

® M. Voltaire’s turn of mind. may be plainly feen by the piece he
.quotes from him. He did not chufe openly to fupport the opinion he
here republifhes, bat takes care to drop it in your way, ex pajant, as
if by accident.’ Tramslator, - ‘

yer
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ver, however, quit ir, though he was philofopher, or
rather becaufe he was philofopher enough to think that
it was of little confequence to change it.

Pope was much piqued at the accufations of Racine,
and Ramfey undertook to reconcile them. He was a
Scotchman, of the clan of the Ramfeys, of which he took
the name, according to the cuftom of that country. He
came into France, after having taken his degrees in
Prefbyterianifm, Proteftantifm, and Quakerifm, and at-
tached himfelf to the illuftrious Fenelon, whofe life he
has written, He was the author of Cyrus, a very feeble
imitation of Tlemachus. He ventured to write a letter
to Racine, under the name of Pope, in which he feems
to vindicate himfelf.

I lived a whole year with Mr. Pope: 1 knew that he

- was incapable of writing in French, that he could hardly

fpeak a fentence in our language, and perufed our authors
with great difficulty. This was publickly known in
England. . I therefore affured Racine that this letter was
written by Ramfey, and not by Pope. I was willing to thew
him the ridiculoufnefs of fuch a finefle. I alfo gave the
ftory to the Public, in a chapter on Pope, which was
reprinted often during the life of Pope himfelf.

However, after his death, Abbé L’Avocat printed
this forged letter 6f Ramfey’s, and has imputed it to®
Pope in his Portative- Hiftorical Dictionary, where he
has alfo copied feveral articles from the firft editions of
this Catalogue of Writers of the Age of Louis XIV. into
which he has inferted many anecdotes that are intirely
falfe, It is but juftice to advertife the Public of the
truth. -

Rance (John de Bouthillier), born in 1626, bega
with tranflating Awacreon, and inftituted the fevere re-
form of La Trappe, in 1664. He exempted himfelf, as
legiflator, from the law which obliges thofe who are there
buried alive, to be ignorant of all the affairs of this,
world. He wrote with elegance. »

What inconftancy in human nature! After having
founded and governed his inftitution, he rcﬁgneic_l the

: -1gper-
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fuperintendency of it, and afterwards ftrove to regain it.
He died in 1700.
* Rapin (René, or Renatus), born at Towrs; in 1621,
A Jefuit, known by the Poem of 7he Gardens, in Latin,
and by feveral other literary works. He died in 1687.
Rarin pE THoYRAs (Paul), born at Caftres, in 1661,
a refugée in England, and a long time an Officer there.
England was for many years indebted to him
for the only compleat good hiftory ever compiled
of that kingdom, and the only impartial one they
had of a country where a fpirit of party mixes
itfelf with every thing. It was even the only hif-
tory which could be named in Europe as any way ap-
proaching toward the perfedtion required in works
of this kind, till there lately appeared one publithed by
the celebrated Hume, who koew how to write hiftory
like a philofopher. He died at Welel, in 1725.
REcis (Sylvan), born at Agenois, in 1632. His
philofophical writings have loft all their currency, from
~the grear difcoveries that have been made fince. He
died in 1707. - T
Reconarp (Francis), born at Paris, in 1647. His
“voyages alone would have rendered him famous. He
was the firft Frenchman who had ever travelled as far
as Lapland. ‘He graved upon a rock‘therc, ‘this verfe ;

Siftimus bic tandem nobis ubi defuit orbis,

"He was taken captive on the fea, near Provence, by
the Corfairs, and ‘made a flave at Algiers; ranfomed
from thence, and eftablifhed in France in the offices of
Treafurer of the Kingdam, and Lieutenant of the Waters
and the Forefts. He lived both a voluptuary and a phi-
lofopher. ~ S : :

He was born with a lively genius, gay, and truly co-
mic. His Comedy of The Gamefter is ranked with thofe
of Moliere. One muft be very ignorant of the genius
or talents of Authors, to imagine he had ftolen this piece

from Dufréni. He dedicated his Comedy of the Me- .
' g - nechmi

-

1
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réchmi to Defpréaux, and afterwards wrote againft him,
becaufe he thought Boileau did not do him juftice.

This man, fo gay in his life, died of chagrin,
at the age of fifty-two. It was. whifpered alfo that he
had ‘precipitated his death, .which happened in 1699.

RecNIER DEsMaRrETs (Seraphim), born at Paris, in
1633. He has rendered great fervice to Letters,
and is author of fome French and Italian poetry. He
made one of his Italian pieces pafs for Petrarch’s.
He could not have paffcd his French verfes, however,
under the name of any great poet. He died in 1713.

Renavbor (Theophraftus), a phyfician, and very
knowing in more things than one. He was the firft
publifher of Gazettes in France. He died in 1720.

Renavpor (Eufebius), born in 1646, very knowingin
hiftory, and well fkilled in the Oriental languages. He
ought tc be reproached with having prevented the Dic-
tionary of M. Bayle . from being printed in France.
He died in 1720: \

Revyneav (Charles), born in 1656. He was of the
Oratory, and of the Academy of Sciences. He was
author of the Awalyfis demonfirated, publifhed in 1708.
He was ftiled the Euclid of the higher geometry. He
died in 1728. ‘ ,

RicueLet (Czfar-Peter), the firft who ever publithed
a dictionary chiefly fatirical *; an example more dan-
gerous than ufeful. He is alfo the firft author of a dic-
tionary in rhimes ; a poor work, which only ferves to
thewhow few- good or rich rhimes there are in our
poefy, and proves the great difficulty there is to wrjte
tolerable verfe in the French language.

Ricuerieu (the Cardinal de). As Louis XIV., was
born during his miniftry, we ought to clafs among the
writers of this illuftrious Age the founder of the French
Academy, and author himfelf of feveral works. He
framed The Method of Controverfy, during his exile at
Avignon, after the affaffination of the Marfhals D’An-

'® To which may be added, oZfcenical 100. Tranflator. .
. s A ~ cre
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cre and Galigai, his proteGors. His Principal Points of
#be Catholic Religion, Infirutiions for a Chriftian, and The
Perfe&ion of a Chrifiian, were written about thé fame
time. . :

It is, however, certain, that he did not compofe Te
Perfeltion of a Chriffian at the time that he had the Mar-
thal of Marillac condemned to death in his own houfe at
Ruel, and that he was with Marion de 1’Orme in his
apartment, when the Judges pronounced the fentence
di&ated by him.

There are feveral .verfcs in his ftile, in the alle.
gorical Tragi-comedy intitled Eyropz, and in the
Tragedy of Miramis. It is faid that he gave to five dif-
ferent authors the fubjeéts of pieces that were afier-
wards reprefented at the Cardinal’s palace; and that he
had done better only to have employed Corneille, and
left the fubje@ to his own choice. But the beft of his
* works was the dike at Rochelle *.

The Abbé L’Avocat, Librarian of the Sorbonne,
pretends, in his Hifforical DiJionary, that Cardipal
Richelieu was author of the Teffamemt which paffes un-
der his name. He thought it was becoming in him to
pay fome refpect to the memory of the benefactor of the
Sorbonne ; but it was rendering a great differvice to his
memory, to accufe him of having written a book in
which there are faults of every kind. If, unhappily, a
Minifter of State could.have been capable of compofing
fo wretched a work, all that can be concluded from it is,
that a man may be a great Miniftet, or rather, a fuc-
cefsful one, with a perfect ignorance of the moft com-
mon fiéts, liable to the grofleft errers, and apt to form
the moft ridiculous projeéts. It is then to vindicate
" the memory of Cardinal Richelieu to demonftrate, as
‘has already been done, that he could not be the autkor
of this fame Teflament, which, without his name, would
have never been taken notice of.

* He contrived a'dike to flop up the harbour of Rochelle, then in

poffeflion of the Hugneaots, which prevenied their being relieved. by
fea, and enabled Louis XIIT, to wake the town. Tranflator.
‘ ~ : The

+

’
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» . .
"Fhe Abbé L’Avocat, though he was Librarian of
the Sorbonne, is deceived in {aying, that there was found
in that library a manufcript of this work, with mar-
ginal notes, in the Cardinal’s own hand-writing. The
only manufcript {o marked, is one among the colleftion
of papers relative to foreign affairs; and which was not
placed there till the year 1705. It is not the Teftament
thatisfo marked, buta fucciné narrative; compofed by the
Abbé de Bourzeis, towhich; a long time after, was added
this furreptitious Teftaments and the very -marginal
notes themfclves, written by the hand of the Cardinal,

prove: that this fuccin@ narrative was not h:s, as they

point out the omiffions of the Abbé de Bourzeis, which
thoald be fupplied. See the Anfwer to Mr. de Fonce-
magne. -

There has been attributed to Cardinal Richélieu, 4
Hiftoryof a Mother and ber Son. This is a recital, falfe
in many particulars, of the unhappy difputes between
Louis X1II. and his mother. This feeble and maimed
‘hiftory is probably written by Mezeray. But among
the multitude of books with which the world is at pre-
fent encumbered, what fignifies it from what hand an
indifferent one has proceeded ? He died in 1642.

Rizr fAndiew du), Gentleman in Ordinary of the
Bedcha r.ber to the King, was a long iime employed at
Conftantinople, and in Egypt. He has lett us a tran
flation of tlie dlcoran, and ot the Hijtory of Perfia.

Rier (Peter du), born at Paris, in i005. Sccretary
to the King, and Hiftoriographer of France. He Te-
tnained poor all 'his life, notwithftanding his appoint-
ments. He wrote ninctcen dramatic pieces, and made
thirteen tranflations, which weie all of them well re-
ceived in his time,  t+e died in 1658.

RocueroucauvrT (Francis Duke of;, born in 1613

His Memoirs are read, and his Reflections are got by
heart, He died in 1680 *.
Ronavrt (James), born at Amiens, in 1620. He
abridged and explained, with perfpicuity and method,
* He was of the French School, as it may be ftiled—one of thofe

libellers of mankind who admit novirtue in human nature, Tranfator.
Vov. I k . the
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‘the philofophy of Defcartes. But at prefent that phi<
lofophy, erroneous almoft in gvery thing, has no other
merit, except that of being oppofed to the errors of
the Ancients. Hedied in 1675 %,

Rorrin (Charles), born at Paris, in 1661. He was
Re&or of the Univerfity, and the firft of that Body
who wrote French with purity and eloquence ; though
the latter volumes of his Ancient Hiflory, compofed in
too great hafte by other hands, are not equal to the
firft part, becaufe compilers are feldom eloquent, and
Rollin was: they are, however, the beft compilation
that we have in any language.

H's work would have been mofe valuable, if the au-
thor had been more of a philofopher. There are a great
many ancient hiftorics, but there are none which fhew
that philofophic fpirit of inveftigation which diftin-
guithes the true from the falfe, the probable from the
improbable, and paffes over every circumftance ufclefs
to information or refletion. He died in 1741.

Rotrou (John), born in 1609, the founder of the
Theatre. The firft Scene, and a part of the fourth A&,
of his Wenceflaus, a Tragedy, are mafter-pieces. Corneille
called him his father. But we know how much the fon
cxcelled the father.  Wesceflaus was not compofed
till after the Cid. He died in 1650. »

Rousseau (Jobn-Baptift), born at Paris, in 1650.
Good verfes, great faults, and long misfortunes, have
rendered him tamous. We muft either impute to him

, the couplets which caufed his banithment; couplets in
* the fame ftile with many others which he acknowledged,
or brand the two Tribunals which decreed againft him.
Not but that two Tribunals, or even a more'numerous
body, might have unanimoufly committed as violent
aéts of injuftice, where a fpirit of party prevails; and
there was a powerful party roufed againft Roufleau.
Few men ever excited, or {uftained, more enmity. The
whole Public rofe up againft him till his banifhment,

* He wrote alfo fome philofophical works. himfelf, which have
merit. They are againft fubftantial forms, againtt the auributing
of fouls te the brate creation, and againit phyfical accidents.
Yranflater.

: and
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dhd even for fome years after ; but, at length, the fuc-
cefs of La Motte, his rival, the reception he met with,

his reputation, which was thought u urped, the arts he’

made ufe of to eftablifh to himfelf a fort of fovereignty
in literature, provoked all the men of letters to revolt
againft him, and reconciled them again to Rouffeau,
whom _they ftood in no awe of. They brought over
moft of the Public to his fide. La Motte appeared to
them too happy, becaufe he was rich, and in favour:
But they forgot that this man was blind, and labouring
under difeafe. They cerifidered Rouffeau only as an
unfortunate exile; without reflecting that it is a greater
misfortuhe to be blind and difeafed, than to live at
Viénna or Bruffels. They were both, in truth, very
unhappy ; the one by nature, and the other from the
unlucky circumftance which occafioned his fentence
and both together ferve to fhew how much injuftice
there is in Mankind, how capricious they are in their
Judgmerits, and what folly it is to be over-anxious about
their opinions. He died at Bruflels, in 1740.

Roufltau .had - neither humour, nor grace, nor fe -
timent; not invention, in any of his works. He.could
turt a ftanza, or a loofe epigram, tolerably well;
but his epifiles are written with an iron pen dipt in the
moft loathfome gall*. He calls the Mefdemoifelles
Louvancourt, who were three lovely fifters; a trio of
Jierce wolves. He calls the Counfellor of State M. Rou-
illé, a ‘biting, [nappifb, clownifb jack-pudding, after hav-
ing been profufe in his encomiums on him in a former
very indifferent ode. The epithets of rafcals, froundrels,
&c. tarnifh his epiftles. We fhould certainly maintain
a fpirited demeanour towards our enemies; but fuch

_{fcurrility as this, without the leat wit or humour;
fhews the reverfe of a noble foul. .

As to the couplets which drove him into banifhment,
fee the articles La MotTe and Sauvriv..

It muft be fufficient here to obferve, that Rouffeau

having confefled he had written five of thofe unfortuhate

*® A ftrange metaphor. Z'ranflator. ]
‘ : ks couplets,
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couplets, was guilty of all the others, in the opinion of
all h's judges, and of all impartial men. His condu&
after his condemnation is far from being any proof in |
his favour. ‘There are letters yet extant from the Sieur
Medine of Brufiels, in one of which, dated May 7,
1737, are thefe words : ¢ Rouffeau had no other table
¢ but mine, no other afylum but my houfe ; he kiffed-
« and embraced me a hundred. times thc very day that
“ he prefled my creditors to arreft me.’

Add to this a pilgrimage he went to Our Lady of
Hall, and then judge whether his denial of the couplets
is to be credited upon his own affeveration.

Rue (Charles de la), born in 1643. A Jefuit. A
French and Latin poet, and a preacher. He was ohe
of thofe, who were employed upon the books intitled
the Daupbins*, for the education of Monfcxgncur.
Virgil was the author that fell to his lot.

He wrote feveral Tragedies and Comedies. His T'ra-
gedy of Sylla was offered to the Theatre, but refufed. He
compofed another, called Lyfmacbus. It is believed
that he wrote great part of the Adriara. He lived in
clofe intimacy with Baron, the aftor, from whom he:
learned to declaim. There are two fermons of his that .
were much extolled ; one called the Dyiag Simmer, and
the other the Dead Sinner. It was advertifed when he
‘was to preach them.- He died in 1725.

RuivarT (Thierry), a Beneditine, who died in 1707.
He was a laberious critic. ‘He fupported the argument
againft Dodwell +f, that « the Church had, im its prx-
« mitive times, a prodigious multitude of martyrs,”™
Perhaps he did not fuﬁic:ently diftinguifh the martjrs
from thofe who died according to the common fate of
mortality ; the perfecutions on the fcore of religion, from
thofe that aro? from political motives, Be that as
it will, he is reqkoncd ameng the learned men of his
time.

It was prmclpally n thts age that the Benedictines -

. made -the moft profound refearches ; ; as Marténe upon

* Aa edition of the Claflics noted Ir Ufum Delphiniv  Tranflater.

f An Eng!tfh deiftical writer. lhd. : X h
N - the
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the ancient rites of the Church. Tuillier and many
others alfo finifhed the raking out of the afhes the
rubbith of the middle age. This was, befides, a new
fort of ftudy, which was peculiar to the Age of Louis
XIV. and 1t was only in France that the Beneditines
excelled in it.

SaBLiErE (Antony de Rambouillet de la). His ma-
drigals are written with an art which excludes not the
natural. He died in 1680.

Sacy L Marrre (Louis-Ifaac), born in 1613. One

. of the good Writers of Port-Royal. The Bible of Roy-

aumont was his, and a Tranflation of the Comedies of Te-
rence.  He died in 1684. '
‘His brother, Antony le Maltre, retired like him to

Port-Royal. He had been a barrifter, and was thought

to be a man of great eloquence; but he was deemed

" {o no longer after he had yielded to the vanity of print-

ing his pleadings.

There was another Sacy, a lawyer, and of the
French Academy, but of another family, who gave
us a very good tranflation of Pliny’s Lesters, in 1701.,

Sace (Le), born in 1667. His novel of Gi/ Blas is
ftill read, becaufe it is written naturally. He died
n1747%. ’ Vo

Saint-AvuLare (Francis-Jofeph de Beaupoil, Mar-
quis of), It is a very fingular thing, that the beft
verfes which he has left us- were written when he was
above ninety years of age. He fcarcely ever cultivated
his talents for poetry till he was paft fixty, like the
Marquis de la Fare +.

"Among the firft verfes that were known to be his,
were the following, which had been before attributed
to La Fare.

O Mufe légére & facile,
Qui fur le coteau d’Helicon
Vintes offrir au vieil Anacréon
Cer art charmant, cet art utile;
‘Qui fait rendre douce & tranquile
La plus incommode faifon;
' . Vous

* He wrote alfo The Backelor of Salamanca; The Dewil on tavo

Sticks, as Le Diable Boiteux is vilely tranflated ; Neaw Adwvemtures of

Don Quixite, &c. Tranflator. v
+ See the article under hisname, in this catalogue of authors, J4;d

k3 :
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Vous qui de tant de flears fur le Parnafle éclofes
Orniez 3 fes cotés les graces & le ris,

Et qui cachiez fes cheveux gris

Sous taat de coyronnes de rofes, &c.”

‘oe

Thou light and airy Mufe fo pleafing, . .-
‘Who on the 10p of Helicon .
Infpired the Old Anacreon

‘With love and revelry unceafing ;

Which thawed in ancient blood the froft,
Nor let an inch of life be loft,

Who culled the flow’rs from fweet Parnafle,
Before his'mirth and graces firewn,

And chaplets on his head did place,

. Nor let his filver locks be fhewn, &c.

[

Tt was upon this piece that he was received into the
‘Academy ; yet Boileau refufed him his vote on this
very account. He died in 1742, at near a hundred,
fome fay a hundred and two.

One day, at the age of ninety-five, he fuppéd with
the Duchefs of Maine, She called him Apollo, and
atked him to reveal to her fome fecret or other; t@
which he replied, extempore,

La Divinité qui s’amufe

A me demander mon fecret,
Si j'étais Apollon, ne ferait-point ma Mufe,
Elle ferait Théiis, & le jour finirait.

{ The Goddefs who now ftrives te gain
A fecret that ] would retain ;
‘Were 1 Phaebus, 1'd refufe
E’er to confeciate my Mufe ;
As Thetis fhe fhould rule the fes,
And quick I’d clofe the lingering day,

Anacreon, when much younger, wrote many things
not fo pretty. If the Greeks had had writers among them
equal to our good authors, they might have been ftill
more vain, and we fhould applaud them now with yet .
more reafon.

. SainTe-MarTHE. This family has been more than
a ceptury- femgile in good Awthops.  The . firlt,
_ Charles
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Charles de Sainte-Marthe, was eloquent, for his time.
He died in 1555. ' '

Scevola, nephew to Charles, diftinguithed himfelf
both in letters and in public life. It was he that re-
duced Poitiers under the fovereignty of Henry 1V. He .
died at Loudun, -in 1623, and the famous Urban Gran-
dier pronounced his funeral oration *,

Abel de Sainte-Marthe, his fon, cultivated letters,
like his father, and died in 1652. His fon, named al-
fo Abel, purfued his paths. He died in 1706, = .

Scevola and l.ewis de Sainte-Marthe, twin-bro-
thers, fons of the firft Scevola, and both buried in the
fame tomb, in Paris, at St. Severin’s, were illuf-
trious in Literature. They compofed together the Gal-
lia Cbriftiana, '

Denis de “Sainte-Marthe, their - brother, finithed
this work, and died at Paris, in 1725: '

Peter Scevola de Sainte-Marthe, eldeft brother
to the lak Scevola, was Hiftoriographer of France,
and died in 169o0. .

Saint-EvrReMonD (Charles), born in Normandy in
1613. A volupthous moral, letters written to perions
belonging to the Court at a time when the word Coure
was {poken with an emphalfis by all the world, and fome
indifferent lines, which are called familiar verfes, writ-.
ten in illuftrious focieties ; all thefe, with a good fhare
of wit, contributed to the reputation of his works.

A perfon named Des Maifeaux publithed them, with
a life of the Author prefixed, which of itfelf is a large
volume; and in this great folio there are not four intereft--
ing pages. It isonly fwelled with the fame particulirs
that are to be found in the works of Saint Evremond.
This is a piece of Bookfellers’ craft, and an abufe of the,
office of Editar. It is by fuch artifices that they have’
contrived to multiply volumes to infinity, without in-
creafing knowledge. :

His banifhment, his philofophy, and his writings, arg
fufficiently known. '&lhcn they afked him, on his

* He publithed feveral pieces of poetry ; but bis beft work was one

Qiled Padotrophia, fiu de Puerorum Educatione. ~ Tranfl.
k 4 ) : death-



<lit THR AGE OF LOUIS XIV. |,

death-bed, whether he would not reconc¥e*- himfelf >
he an‘wercd 1 with | could recomcile myfclf to a good
¢ appetite,” He lies interred in Weftminfter-Abbey,
among the Kings and dluitnous Perfonages of England,
He died in 1703,

- SAINT C'AVIN (Dems Sanguin de). He was one
among thofe men of merit whom Defpréaux confounded
in-hi. Satire with the bad Writers. The little we have
of his is thought to be compofed with tafte and delica-
cy. His perfonal merit is fhewn by the Epitaph made
for him by Fieubet, the Mafter of Requefts, one of
the mo[t polithed Wits of the Age,

Sous ce tombcau git Saint-Pavin, .
Donne des larmes 4 fa fin. ’
Tu fus de fes -mi- peut-étre ?
Plevre ton fort & le-fien :
“Tu n’en fus pas? pleure le tien,
Paffant, d’avoir manqué d’en étre,

St. Pavin here is laid in daft ;

Grieve for bis death all Readers muft
For thofe who knew him loit a treafure, .
Angd thofe ywho did not miffed a pleafures , - .

He died'in 16%0. © '

Saint-Pierre (Caftel Abbé de), a Gentleman of
Normandy, who, though he had but a moderate for-
tune, Thared it for fome time with the celebrated Varig-
non arid Fontenelle. He was a great polmcal writer,
‘The beft . definition tsat could be given in general of
his wotks, is what was faid of them by Cardinal Du
Bois, that * they were the dreams of a good szcn.” '

He had ‘the fimplicity to repeat ‘over r and over again
the moft trivial maxims of morals; and from a fimilar
fimplicity, vfed to propofe xmpofﬁble things as pradtica-
ble. He was forever infifting on the prole& of a per-
petual peace, and "of a fort of Parliament of Europe,
which he.called the European Diet 1, .

* A clerical expreﬂion for comtrition, and making peace with one’s
confcience.  Tranflator.

+ On the model, Ifuppofe, of the famous Council of the Amphyc-
tions, in Ancient Grcecc, and which availed them not.  J6id

A part
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A part of this fame chimerical fcheme was imputed to
Henry 1V.; and the AUbéE de St. Pierre, the better to
Yupport his whimfcy, pretended that this European Diet
had been approved of and digefted by the Dauphin
Duke of Burgundy, and that the plan had been found
among the papers of that Prince,

This fiction he fuffered to pafs, in order the better to
recommend his project ; although he honeftly acknow-
ledged the letter in which Cardinal F leury replied to his.
propofition. “ You have forgotten, Sir, one prelimi-
¢ nary article in your fchemc; the commencing with
¢ fending a fufficient corps.of Miffionaries to difpofe
¢¢ the hearts and minds of the feveral Potcntatcs in Eus
$¢ rope to accept it.”

- However, the Abbé de Saint Pierre was a very ufeful
man. ‘He greatly .contributed towards the delivering
France from. the tyranny of arbiirary taxation. He
wrote, and otherwife exerted himfelf againft it,

. He was unanimoufly expelled from the French Aca.
demy, for having, under the Regency of the Duke of
Orleans, preferréd a little too uncouthly, in his Poljy-
nodia, the eftablithment of Councils, to the manner ot
governing by Louis XIV. Protector. of ,the Academy.
It was Cardinal de Polignac who made intereft to have
‘him excluded, and carried his point. - What is very
extraordinary is, that at that very time the Cardinal de
Polignac had confpired againft' the Regent; and thar
this‘Prince, who gave apar¢ments .in his ‘Palace to Saint
Rierre, and who had all his family in his fervice, fuffer-
ed this exclufion to take place. The Abbé de Saint
Pierre never complained of this injuftice; but ¢ontinu-
ed ftill to live, as a Philofopher, with thofe very perfons
who had voted againft him,

Boyer, formerly Bifhop of Mirepoix, hxs own fellow-
ftudent, prevented his elogy from being pronounced at
his death, in the Academy, according to cuftom. Thofe
fading flowers ftrewn over the grave of an Academician,
add nothing either to his fame or merit; but the refufal

_of them was an infult ; and the fcrvxces which the Abbé

de Saing
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‘de Saint Pierre had rendered to the world, with his ine
tegrity, and genrlenefs of manners, well deferved ano-
ther fort of treatment. ‘

He died in 1743, at the age of eighty-two. A few
days before his death, I afked him what he thought
about that event: to which he replied, ¢« As of a.
¢ journey into the country.”

The mott fingular tra¢t among his works, is on the
future annihilation of Mahometanifm. He fays that a
time will come, when reafon will prevail among men
over fuperftition. Mankind will then, fays hg, begin
to comprehend, that refignation, decency, and good
works, are fufficient to recommend us to God. °’Tis
impoffible, .he goes on, that a book wherein falfe pro- -
- pofitions are found to be given for true ones, abfurdities
are oppofed-to common fenfe, and praifes beftowed upon
unjuft aétions, could be a revelation derived from-a per-
fe&t Being. He fuppofes that in about five hundred
years the human underftanding, even in the moft illite-
rate, will view the Alcoran in its true light} that even
the Grand Mufti himfelf, and the Cadis alfo, will be
brought to reflect, that it muft be their own interett ta
undeceive the world, and to render themfelves more ne-
ceflary and more refpetable, in . rendering religion
more fimple. This trat is curious. i

In his annals of Louis X1V. he fays, that the State
ought -to annex lodges to Bedlam for the reception of
intolerant Theologifts; and that it would be fair
ﬁame to gxpofe this fpecies of wicked folly upen the

age.

Saito (Denis), born in 1626. ‘A Counfellor of the
Parliament of Paris. He-was the firft projettor of Lize--
rary Fournals, which Bayle afterwards perfe&ed; but
which have been fince difgraced by fome fimilar works
fet on foot by feveral mercenary Bookfellers, in imita-
tion of them, and which a parcel of obfcure Writers
have ftuffed with falfe extrals, infignificant articles,.
and heaps of lies. o -

In fine, it has at length obtained into a fort of trade
of praifes and cenfures, efpecially in the periodical Re-

: ‘ - views ;
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wiews ; and Literature has fallen into the greateft con.
tempt by fuch infamous practices. He died in 1669.

Sanpras DE CourTiLs, born at Montargis, in 1644.
His name is only inferted here to inform the French,
but more efpecialfy foreigners, how little credit is to be
given to all thofe falfe Memoirs which are generally
printed in Holland, Courtils was one of the moft cul-
pable writers in this way. He overflowed Europe with
_fi¢tions, under the title of Private Hiftories.. It was a
fcandalous thing for a man who was a Captain in the
Regiment of Champagne, to gointo Holland, to fell a
parcel of inventions as falts to the Book{ellers. ;
He and his imitators, who have compofed fo many
libels againft .their own country, againft good Princes
who fcorned to revenge it, and againft private perfons

who could not, have deferved the execration of the -

Public.

. He wrote Tbe Condut?of France fince the Peace of Ni-
meguen, and The Anfwer to the fame book. The State
of France under Louss X111, and Louis XIV. The Con-
Auét of Mars in the War with Holland.. The Amorous In-
rigues of the Great Alcander. The Amorous Imriguss of
France. The Life of Turenne. The Life of Admiral
Coligni. The Memoirs of Rocbefort, of Artagnan, of
Monbrun, of Vordac, and of the Marquis au Fréne,
as allo, Tbhe Political Teftament of Colbert, and va-
Jious other works which have amufed and deceived:
the ignorant.

He has been imitated by the Authors of thofe mifera~
ble pamphlets written againft France,. Tbe Gleaner, The
Jault-finder, &c. wretched productions, infpired by
hunger, - dictated by ftupidity and a difpofition to ly-
" ing, and hardly read even by the fcum of the people.

He died at Paris in 1712,

Sanieque (Louis), aregular Canon, and a Poet that
has written fome tolerable verfes. It was one of the
effe&s of the Age of Louis XIV. to produce an infinite
pumber of middling Poets, in whofe writings fome hap-
PY lines are to be found, which, however, are more ow-
ing .to temporary circumftances than to any efforts of
genius, - He died in 1714, .

: SANSON
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Sawson (Nicholas), born at Abbeville, in 1600,
The father of Geography before William de I’Ifle. He
died in 1667. He left two fons behind him, who in-
_herited his merit.

SanTEUIL (John-Baptift), born at Paris, in 1600,
-He pafied for an excellent Latin poet, if that could be,
without being able to write a line of French verfe. His
Hymns are fung in our churches. As I never lived with
Mecznas between Virgil and Horace, 1 cannot be able
to pronounce whether thefe Hymns are fo good as they
are faid to be; whether, for example, Orbis redemptor
nunc redemptus, be not a puerile play on words. I own
I am very doubtful about all modem Latin Poetry. -He

- died in 1697.-

Sarrasin (John. Francxs), bom near Caen, in 1605,
has . written agrceably, both in prefe-and verfe. He
died in 1655*.

SAVARY (James), bornin 1622. Thefirft who wrote
-on the fubje&t of Commerce. “He had been a long time
himfelf a merchant. - The Council confulted him upon
the Ordonnance of 1670, and he drew up almeft all the

“articles of it. The Dxétlonarl of Commerce we have
"of his, and of his brother Philemon, Canon of St,
" Maur, was a work both ufeful and new. But fuch
books are to be looked upon in the fame light' with the
interefts of Princes, which generally vary in lefs than
“half a century. The objects and the channels, the
gains and the policies of commerce, are not now what
they were in the days of Savary He died in 1690.
+Saumaise (Cheudius), born in Burgundy, in 1 588 He
-retired to Leyden, in order to énjoy his liberty. "He was
-2 man of very great erudition. -It is faid that Cardinal
: Rlchehcu offered him a pcnﬁon of twelve thoufand

* There is an aff-&ing anecdote related of this perfon. He had
- fome way difpleafed the Prince of Conti, to whom he bad been pri-
vate Secretary, and was difmiffed his fervice, The grief for having °
offended his patron, not for the Jofs'of his employ,. fo preyed upon his
fpirits, that he died foon of a broken heart,.  What is the reafon that
our fympatby is more ftrongly moved towards fuch an obje&, than to
ong broke on the whccl ?  Franflater, :

francs *,




’

R —

THE AGE OF LOUIS X]V. clvit

frarics*, to return to France, on condition that he
would write in favour of his Miniftry, and alfo compofe
his life; but that Saumaife loved his liberty too well,
and hated him too much, whom he confidered as the
greateft enemy to that very liberty, to accept the offer.

The King of England, Charles II. employed him to
- compofe The Cry of the Rayal Blood againft the Parricides .
of Charles 1.3 but the work did not anfwer the reputa« !
tion of its author. Milton, author of a barbarous
poem on the ftory of Adam’s Apple, and the model of |
all the barbarous poems framed upon the hiftories of the I
OM Teftament, anfwered Saumaife ; but refuted himas a
fierce beaft combats a favage. Thefe ‘two pieces of
difgbfting pedantry are fallen into oblivion; but the
names of their authors have not yet perithed. He died
in 1653 .

SauriN (James), born at Nimes, in '1677. He was.
reckoned the beft preacher of the Reformed Churches.
It was, however, objected to him, in- common with
his brotherhood, that he dealt too much in what was
called the refugée ftile. “ Itisdifficul;,” he might fay,
perhaps, “ for thofe who have facrificed their country
<« to their religion, to be able tofpeak their language
¢ with purity,” &c. but in his time the French tongue
was not impured in Holland, as it is at prefent. Bayle
had nothing of the refugée ftile in any of his writings,
He offended not by a tamiliarity of expreflion, which
fometimes finks into vulgarity {.

The faults in the language of the Calvinift Preachers,
arofe from their copying the incorrect exprefijons of the

* The fame as Livres, which were of the value of twenty-pence at
that time, * Tranflator.
t 4+ M. Voltaire feems to have underflood Milton as little as he did
Shakefpeare, clafling them both under the title of barbarous Poets. He
was himfelf rather a man of talents and a lively imagination, than of
tafte or genius. I leave the critical Reader to note the diftin&ion,
He was not original in any thing ; and his beft things are but fecond~
beft. With regard to Milton,, it fatisfies me that Addifon differed
from him, toto Parnaffo. See my Note under the article Perrault. Tranfl.

§ This phrafe is itfelf in the’ very ftile he is reprehending. I have
therefore made ufe of it by way of exemplifying the paflage. 14id,

~
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firft -reformers. Befides, moft of them having beet
bred at Saumur, in Poitou, in Dauphiny, or in Lan-
guedoc, retained the vicious manner of fpeech of the
Provincials. .

They created for Saurin 4 place 6f Miniftef to the
Nobleffe at the Hague. He was a learned man; and
addicted to pleafure. He died in 530. '

Savrin (Jofeph), born near Orange in 1654, of the
Academy of Sciences. "He was a kind of univerfal ge-
nius ; but there remain to us of his works only fome
extralls from the Fournal de Savans, fome memoirs of
mathematics, and his famous Faffum againft Rouffeau®.

This profecution; fo unthappily memorable, brought
him into note the remainder of his life, but ferved alfo to
raife up againft him the moft infamous accufations,
Rouffeau, exiled to Switzerland, and knowing that his
enemy had been Paftor of the Reformed Church at
Bercher, in the Bailiwick of Yverdun,. employed the
moft malignant afliduity to procure teftimonies
againft him. It is neceffary here to mention that Jo~
feph Saurin, difgufted with his Miniftry, and wholly
occupied with philofophy and mathematics, had pre-
ferred France, his native country, the city. ¢f Paris,
and the Academy of Sciences, to the village of Bercher.
~In order to effect this exchange, he was obliged to
return again into the bofom of Mother Church, and he
recanted accordingly .in the year 16g0. " The Bifhop of
Meaux, Bofiuet, thought he had converted a Parfon, but
he had only mended the fmall fortune of a philofopher.
Saufin happened to return to Switzerland; feveral years
after, to recaver fome effe&s of his wife; whom he had
alfo perfuaded to quit the reformed religion. The Ma-
giftrates ordered him to be arrefted there, as.an apoftate
Paftor, who had feduced his wife to apottatize alfo.

All this paffied in 1712, after the: unlucky profeecu-
-tion of Roufltau; and Roufleau was at Soleure +, juft

# See the articles: La MorTe HounarT and Rousseav, Traxf.

4 Soleure o Solotburn, a town of Switzerland, in a Canton of the

fame name, We are 10 fuppols this ihe place where Sauriz wras acraft~
ed, dbid, . '

: ‘ . : a
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at that time; and it was then that the vileft libels were
devifed againft Saurin. There were former crimes of
a long ftanding charged upon him, which would have
deferved hanging, had they betn true; and they even

* produced an old letter, faid to be his, in which he had
“himfelf made a confeffion of his crimes to a Paftor who

was one of his friends. In fine, to compleat his igno-
miny, they Had the cruel bafenefs to procure thefe im- .
pltations and this letter to be inferted in the Supple-
ments of Bayle and of Moreri ; a new method malicioufly
invented of pofting a man throughout Europe ; a fhock -
ing degradation of literature, toconverta Di&ionary into
a criminal regiftry ; and to fully with culprit allegations
thdfe pages which ought to be facred to the fciences.

Certainly this never was the defign of the firlt au-
thors of thefe Archives of Literature, which have been
fince difgraced by fo many Appendixes, equally erro-
mcous and contemptible, The art of writing has be-
come, in many countries; a fcandalous trade, in which -
a parcel of Bookfellers, who can fcarcely read them-
felves, traffic for lies, fcandal, and other trath, at fo .
much per fheet, with a fett of mercenary fcribblers, who
have reduced literature to a level with the meaneft pro-
feflions. It thould never be permitted, at l:aft, to in.
fert charges of a criminal nature into a Dicionary, and
to affume the province of an accufer, without legal
proofs for conviétion. ) .

I happened to-have an opportunity myfelf of examin-
ing into thefe accufations againft Jofeph Saurin; I
fpoke to the Lord of the Village of Bercher, where,
Saurin had been Paftor; I made inquiry about him
from all the family of that gentleman; and both
he and every one of his conneclions and dependants
not only affured me that they had never feen the. letter
imputed to Saurin, but exprefled the warmeft refent-
ment againft the {candalous abufe of him, which the
Supplements to Bayle and Moreri had publithed to the
world : and this juft indignation, which they mamé':?ed

ore
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before nie, ought to:pafs as his acquittal, in every mnd
genuous mind *, | , ' :

I have likewife in my poficfiion the atteftations of
three Paftors, declaring the Letter charged upon Sau-
rin to be a forgery, and that it was merely an effe®t of
the invidious calumny that men of letters are too frez
quently apt to throw out againft each other.

Jofeph Saurin died in 1737, like an intrepid philofos
pher, who was fenfible of the worthleflnefs of all the

fleffions in life, and full of the profoundeft contempe
for all thole vain prejudices, thofe fruitle(s difputes;
thofe erronecous opinions, which fuperadd a weight to
the already numberlefs evils of human life.

Jofeph Saurin has left a fon behind him of real merit;
auther of the Tragedy of Spartacus, in which there are
paflages comparable to fome of the beft in Corneille.

Sauveur (Jofeph), born at I.a Fléche in 1653. He
taught ‘himfelf the Elements of Geometry, without a
tutor. He was one of the firft who calculated the odds

at the games of chance. He faid, that whatever any one.

man can do in mathematics, any other might be capable
of doing allo. This maxim, however, is to bc re-

ftricted to the pra&ice or {cientific part, and cannot ex- .

tend to the inventive faculties, He had been dumb till
he was feven years old. He d'ed in 1716.

Scarron (Paul), born in 1598, and fon of a Privy-
Counfellor. His Dramatic Pieces are rather Farces than
Comedes. His Virgil Travefiie was excufable only in
a buffoon. His Zbeatrical Novel + is almoft the fole
work of his that readers of any tafte can bear iill to
perufe; but they can only confider it as a lively, amu-
fing, and middling performance. Boileau predi¢t¢d this
future charaller ot it. He died in 1660.. 4

Scuperi, (George de) born at Havre.de-Grace in
1603. He was parronifed by Cardinal Richelieu, and
for fome time balanced the reputation of Corneille, His
-name is mor¢ known than his works, He died in
1667. o : . .

® Sec the note at the end of the article of La MorTe EouparT.

+ The French title is Roman Comigue, ‘which the ignorant“Tranfla«
tor rendercd literally, Cemical Romance. Tranflator.

‘ 3 . ScurIDE




*

THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. chxi

Scuper1 (Magdalen) was fifter to George, and born
.at Havre'in 1607 ; better known, at prefent, from fome

retty verfes which remain of her’s, than by her great

?olio Romances of Clelia and of Cyrus. :

Louis XIV. gave her a penfion, and always diftin-

" guithed her. She was the firft perfon that obtained the

prize of Eloquence founded by the Academy. She di-
ed in 1701. ’

Sterais (John), born at Caén in 1625. Mademoi-
felle * ufed to call him a fort of Genius; but he was a
real one, and a perfon of true erudition. He was obli-
ged to quit the fervice of that Princefs, for having op-
pofed her marriage with the Count de Laufun. ‘

His Elogies and his Tranflation of Virgil were once held
in efleem; but are never read now. It is remarkable,
however, that part of the iines of the Pbar/falia of Bre-
beeuf are ftill remembered, and.not one of the Encid of
Segrais; yet Boileau praifed.Segrais, and abufed Bre-

" beeuf. He died in 1701 . _

Senaur (John-Francis), born in 1601. General of
the Oratory. A preacher, who was, in comparifon with
Father Bourdaloue, what Rotrou was, compared to Cor-
neille. He is reckoned among the firft reftorers of elo-
quence, rather than one of the fmall number of thofe
that were really eloquent themfelves. He died in 1692.

Senzegav, firft Valet-de-chambre to Maria-Therefa,
A poct of a moft fingular imagination. His tale of Kai-
mac, excepting a few paffages, is a diftinguithed -work.
It is an example to fhew that a ftory may be very well
told in a different manner from La Fontaine.

It is remarkable that this piece, the beft he ever wrote,
is the only one that is not to be found in the colle&ion
of his writings. -There are alfo, in his Labdours of Apol-
Jo, many new and fingular beauties,

SevieNe (Maria de Rabutin), born in 1626. Her
Letters, filled with anecdotes, written with freedom,
and in a Rile that both animates and paints, are the beft

.. ® Mademoifelle de Montpenfier, ftiled Mademoifelle alone, by way of .

diftin&ion, as the Dauphin is called Monfeignesr, Tranflaror.

. 1 See the note upon the article of La Faxsr7s. Jéid.
1 ~

You. L, criticifm
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criticifm * that can be made upon thofe ftudied epiffles
itill aiming at wit, arid yer more upon thofe framed ones,
which would imitate the epiftolary ftile, in difplaying
" falfe fentiments, and relating feigned ftories to imaginary
correfpond-nts. : ‘
It is a pity, however, that fhe happened abfodutely to
have no manner of tafte, that the could not de jutbice to
Racine, and that fhe compared the Funeral Oration pro-
nounced by Mafcaron upon Turenne, to the great maf-
ter-picce of Flechier. She died in 1696. '
SiLva, a Jew of Bourdeaux, and a celebraved Phyfician
at Paris, wrote a book, much approved of, upon the ar-
ticle of Blecding; buc had a chara&er fuperior to his
writings. He was one of thofe Phyficians whom Meliere
neither could, nor dared, render ridiculous. He died
about the year 1746. - ) -
Simon {Richard), born in 1638, of the Orarory. He
was an excellent -critic. His Hiflory of 1he Origin and
~ Progrefs of the Ecclefiaffical Revenuesy his Critical Hiftory
of the Old Tipament, (Jc. are read by all the learned.
He died at Dieppe, in r712.
- SirMonND (James), a gcfuit, born about the year
1559. He was one of the moft learned and moft ami-
able men of his time. One fcarcely knows that he
was Confeffor to Louis XIII. becaufe it was difficult to
{peak of him at all, in fo difficult’ a fituation. He
was chofen by the Pope, preferably to all the italian
Literati, to compofe the Preface to the Coliection of the
Councils. His numberlefs works were held in great
efteem, but are very little read now. He died .in
1651, - : .
Siemonp (John), nephew to the former. He was
Hiftoriographer of France, with the commiflion of Coun-
fellor of State, which was generally annexed.to that of .
fice. One of his principal works was the. life. of Car-
dinal Amboife, which he undertook, merely in order to
prove that Mirifter inferior to Cardinal R:chelieu, his

. By the word Criticifm muft b= meant # ffandard or.model, tocom-
pare other colle&ions of familiar epiilles with. *. The expreflion, how-
cver, is unwarcantable. Tranflator. . - , -

R a ’ PRR‘OD.




THE AGE OF LOUIS Xy, clgiii'

patron. 'He was one of the firft members of the Aca.
demy. He died in 1649.

SORBIERES (Bamuel), born in Dauphme in t6xo.
One of thofe who have had the title of Hittoriographer
of Frince. - Fle had beea an old friend of Pope Cle-
ment IX. before his exaltation, and receiving but flight
tokens of that Pratiff’s liberality afterwards, wrote h:m
this billet: ¢ Holy father, you only give ruffles to one
who has no fhirt.” He had a fmattering in various
kinds of. Sciences. He died in 1670.

Suze (the Countefs Henrietta de Coligni de la), ced
lebrated in ber time for her wit and poetry. She turned
Catholic, merely begaufe her hufband was a Huguenot;
and then feparated from him; in order, as Que¢n Chrif-
tina faid, that fhe might never fee his face again, eithes
in this world or the next *. She died in 1673.

TateemanT (Francis), born at Rochelle in 1620,
The fecond tranflator of Plutarch. He died in.1693.

TarLLemanTt (Paul®, born at Paris, in 1642. Al-
though he was the grandfon of the rich Montoron, and
fori of a Mafter of Requefts who had pofleffed an eftate
of two hundred thoufand livres a-year, of out pre-
fent currency, he was left without any fortune. - Coi-
bert fupported him, as he did other men of letters.
He executed the principal part of the hiftory of the
King illuftrated by medals. He died in 1712,

Tavon (Omer), Attarney-General to the. Parliament
‘of Paris, has left us fome ufeful memoirs, worthy of a
good magiftrate and a good citizen. His eloquence,
h<6>wcver, was not that of the politeft ages, He dicd in
1652
- TarTeRON, achmt He tranflated the fatires of Ho-
race, of Juvenal, and of Perfius ; and fuppreffed the grofs
obfcenities, with which it is ﬁrdngc that Juvenal, but

more efpecially Horace, fhould have blotted their writ-
ings t. He thus rendered the perufal of ‘thefe authors

* He had rendered her life miferable; through jealeufy. He knew
the had more wit than himielf, and therefore fufpected her of more
wickednefs. But vice is rather more corgenial with folly. Translator.*

* 1+ Volaire had done weld to have attended to fo jufta fcnument
himfelf, in fome of his novels. 1bid.

12 ' morc
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more decent to young people, for whofe ufe he meant
his labour ; but the tranflation is not literal enovgh for
this purpofe. He has given the fenfe, indeed, but not
the meaning of the words. "

TerrassoN (Abbé), born in 1669. A philofopher, .
both during his life and at his death. There are
fome fine paflages in. his Sethos ®*. His tranflation of
Dioderus is ufeful, but his critique upon Homer quite
void of tafte. He died in 1750, ’

Tuevenor (Melchizedec), Librarian to the King of
France, and a celebrated writer of travels, was born at
Paris in 16213 and had fcarcely paffed through his aca-
demical ftudies, when he difcovered in himfelf a ftrong
paffion for vifiting foreign countries, However, he
traverfed only part of Europe himfelf, but was indefati-

able in procuring particular information and memoirs
rom thofe who had frequented other paris; and from
thefe he compofed his Travels into the Levant.

When he had the care of the King’s Library, though

it was one of the beft furnithed then in Europe, he found .
it deficient in above two thoufand volumes which he
had in his own, and fupplied it, befides printed books,
with a number of choice manufcripts. Though he fpent
moft of his time among books, yet he found leifure to
execute two honourable employs ; for he aflifted at the
conclave held after' the death of Pope Innocent X.
and was the French Envoy at Genoa. He died in
1692 +. _ ,

?l‘mns (John.Baptift), born at Chartres in 1641.
He compofed 4everal Differtations. It was he that
- wroteagainft thé infcription affixed to the Convent of the
“Cordeliers at Rheims, ¢ To God, and to St. Francis,

¢ both crucified.” He died in 1703.

THomassin (Louis), of the Oratory, bern in Pro-
vence in 1619. . A man of profound erudition. He
was the firft who wrote comments on the Fathers, on the

* A political and moral romance, full of learning and philefophy.
Translator. -

+ I was forprifed to find this article paffed by in Voltaire, in the
midft of fe many more inconfiderable ones; 1 have thercfore taken the
liberty of fupplying it in its place. Jbide

Councils,
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Councils, and on Hiftory. His memory failed him to-
ward the latter end of life; he forgot every thing he
had known, and recolle¢ted not even that he had ever
written a line. He died in 1695. ‘ .

-« TroyNARD (Nicholas), born at Orleans, in 1629. Itis
faid that he had a great fhare in the Treatife of Cardinal
Norris upon the Syrian Epocbas. His Concordance of the
Jour Evangelifts, in Greek, was efteemed a curious work.
He was only a mere man of learning; but he was pro-
foundly fo. He died in 1706.

Torcy (John-Baptift Colbert de), nephew to the great
Colbert, Minifter of State under Louis XIV. has lett us
fome memoirs from the peace of Ryfwick to that of
Utrecht. They were printed while the firft edition of -
this. Effay on the Age of £oui: XI¥. was in the prefs, and
they confirm every thing that is here advanced.

Thefe imemoirs contain fome details, indeed, which
are valuable only to thofe who would be thorough-
ly informed; but they are written with greater pu-
ity than all the memoirs of his predeceflors. In
them is to be found the true tafte of Louis XIVth's
Court. But their chief merit lies in the fincerity bf the
author. - Trut)\_ and Moderation have always guided his
pen. He died in 1746. ,

TourkeiL (James), born at Touloufe, in 1656. He
was celebrited for his tranflation of Demgftbenes. He
died in‘1715. , :

TournzerorT (Jofeph Pitton de), born in Provence,
in 1656. He was the greateft Botanift of his time. He
was fent by Louis XIV. into Spain, England, Holland,
Greece, and Afia, to compleat his Natural Hiftory. He
culled out thirteen hundred and thirty-fix new fpecies of
plants, and taught us to know and diftinguith our own.
He died in 1708. , ‘

Le TourNEUX, born in 1640. His Chriftian Year is
in many hands, though inferted at Rome in the Index of
prohibited books, or rather for that very reafon ®. He¢
died in 1686. : .

* A ftrange perverfencfs this in human nature! But true it is,
that the fureft way of having a book read, is not to recommend, but
20 forbidy it. Trasslator,

13 ' Tris-
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.2 Tr1$TAX, the Hermit, Gentlerizn' to- Gafton of Orl
leans, ‘Hrother to'Louis XIII. “The great and long fuc:
cefs that his Tragedy of Moriomse was in pofleffion. of,
was an effect of the ignorance of thetimes. They. had no-
thidg better m-its kind ; and:when the reputation of that
fnece wis eftablifhed, it was théi work of more thal one
Teagedy. of. Commllc’s, to fink: #t .into'oblivions * There
aro ftill fome.nations fubfifting, among whom vety. .mid=
ditmp compofitiohs pafs for mafterpieces of writing; be-
caufe they have no Geniufes to-furpafs them. ‘
* It i§ bot genérally kiown that Triftan.turned the Of-
fice;.of cthte . Virgin into verie; mor is it ftrange’ that d
Bould befo:.-.He died in 1655: -
X stcpu:aph wntu!n by’ lmnﬁ:lf 1is as follows
J cfisly chm couchwt wrek dumi gmd fengneur.
me wis toujours pauxre, f tagchai de paraitre ;
é wccus dan's la peine, efpéranf le bonheur, )
f‘mournt fur vh éoﬁ'rc eh a?fendant'mon maitre ®, "¢ .

HA o
R TURE‘NN%#*’%IQ ‘Breat thaw. lids left us {bmc més
fholrs; whick ard to* bé mek With i bis life, wrifte by

-~ Rbmifty)” Wé Iivie taany inerioits 6f dur Gerdrals'; but

thdy-afe not bk writen liké ehiofe-of Xénopheh'or et
VaiLrant (Jobn Foy), born“4€ Besuvale, in 1633,
THe Public 6wes him §4# Stithce. of Madals; %rd «the
Kihg the half ofhis Cabinetv: The.Midifter Mb&t Jerit
“him to travel into Italy, Greece, Egypt, TUikey, ;ghd
B@lﬂa "He was itaken by’ the' Crlairs “of: Adgiers; in.
mhéom ¥ iwith the Archité® Defgddets: ™. "Thé
m b hem bouk. « 'No-léarhed tnan erel faffeL
edifo Grahy dingeert < He dled n i706, i Eual
12 Wi a v {fobisiBrinuis); boes 4t 'Rome, in 1665;
wilille hiv fatkerwtisoh tis wevels; He Was an- Antﬂ}uﬁry

- as well as he He d:ed in 1708. RN

PHECSS RN AN IENE SR TNVE SUT TN 0/ S S A O ;‘~-i
) -Thefe luacs,arenot j.tor;bg gmganng, efpecially as they de;not
;Fgly t%ﬁy patt of the ftory or charadter ‘of f the author, in the aboug
cle. inflators’
+ When the Pirates took the veflel he was in, he fwallowed't twerty
of she:choigett Modsln he;kadiabgus lnm,‘ inn hunry, and phﬂickecl
them, out againg it his Wiflire,: Jhid..

2T . ¥ ALn-
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."Vavriwcourr (John-Baptit.Henry du Trewfet de), .

born in 1653. An epiftld whieb Defpreaux addreffed to
him, formed the greateft part.of his reputation. - He bas
left us fome-trifling works. . He. was a good fcholar; but
he made a great fortune, which he could never-have doné,
had. he.been merely a man of lettess. . Literature: aIOne,
without that ative fagaeity which’ renders a perfon uie-
fol inthe world, procures ang but = life .of dxﬁrefs
and ' congémpt ¥,

One of the beft difcourfes ever pronounccd at
she' Academy, is one in which. Mr.. de Valincourt en-
deavours to cure the error of that. infinite mumber. of
young people,. whe, miftaking the paffion of - feribbling
for a talent of writing §, adedrefs their miferable verfes fo
Princes, deluge.the prefs with their pamphlets, aod then
accufe the Age of ingratitude, or negle, merely Be\qaufe
they. are.no' way wdeful to the.world, or to themfelves. He
therein affures: them, that the }owcﬁ profeffions | are
‘much fuperior :to - that whxch they have. ad(:pm;d
died in- 1730, ..~
© Vazons.( l;dmn), born at P:ns, iR l607 Hnﬁorm~
grapher:of .Franse. - xHis befh workk are his Aecountcof
tbébGdd:, .apd- his: Htjfmy of she: ﬁ);ﬂ LRae; He dmd An
1692. . AV T . 3
. Vatows (Hemvy), brotrhen rtcx the former;born ‘in 160
His vlmings rate lefs ofeful, to F:ancefchan tho[c of hrs
J:notha + Heodied in. 0676 -

Varigvow (Reter), bom -at Cam, in 1654. A fa-
mous: Mathematician, He died in 1722, ..,

* Yariraasi(Aneony). born in the Marche, in 1624
An 6H|ﬁorxan more ‘agreeable. than exa®t {.. He died
in 1696
e L§ ¥ asson.(Michael), -of the' Oratory. "Hé ‘wasa
*rcfugee in England ‘Ris Hiffary of Louss XII1. though
Jdiffufe, heavy, .and Tfatifigal; - .has. béen in tequeft on
‘acceunt of. many fingular. fa&s related in it. But hc is

. g’rﬁat‘beﬁ beecold a,,prmfed T)arg/lntor b,
iftaking, as Pope fays, a_firong inclinarion fir a g‘amn 7
¥ M Voltfx;e ’s own chara@®er. J7éid,

14 : . atirea
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2 tirefome declaimer, who in the Hiftory 8f Louis XIII.
labours to decry Louis XIV. and attacks both the
living and the dead. He is miftaken only in a few
faéts, but appears to be wrong in all his judgments.
He died in 1718.

* VAvAsSEUR, born in the Charolois, in 1605. A Je-
fuit, and a great fcholar. He was the firft who thewed that
neither the Greeks or Romans were acquainted with the
burlefque ftile, which is only a relick of barbarifm.
He died in 1681, '

VausAN (the Marfhal de) born in 1633. His Real
Tithe * was an idea which it was impoffible to carry in-
to execution, and indeed was a moft impracticable
fcheme. He has, however, left us feveral memoirs
worthy of fo good a member of the flate. He died in
1707. ' .
7V7AUGELAS (Claudius Favre de), born at Chamberry,
in 1585. He was one of the firft that purged and me-
-thodized. the French language, and of thofe who were
capable of writing poetry in Italian, without being able
to do the fame in French.: He retouched, from time
to time, his tranflation of Quintus Curtius, for thirty
- years, -Every perfon who would write well, fhould cor-
re& his works during his life. He died in 1650. .-

LEe Vaver (Francis , born at 'Paris, in 1588. He
-was preceptor to Monfieur,: brother to Louis XIV, and
inftructed the King himfelf for the fpace of a year. He
-was 'Hiftoriographer of ¥rance, Counfellor of State, a
great Pyrrhonift, and publicly known for fuch : how-
-gver; this fceptic character prevented not his being in-
-trufted with fo confiderable a charge. . .. .

* This'I fuppofe to be a medus of -afcertaiping the exaét tenth
value of the produce of the land, payable to the Church, or the
Lords of the Manors. But is it not a thing extraordidary, that
Voltaire thould only ‘mention this perfon in the charaler of a com-
-mon effayift, -who had diftinguithed himfelf botls by ‘his pradice and
writings as the greateft engineer of the age ; which: fervices -had
ruifed him to the firt military honours, .and obtained him the rank
of Macthal? Trawlator, X - ¢ o
AR /-4"4 C S N . Thefe
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.There is a great deal of fcience and reafon to be met
with in his works, though they are too diffufely written.
He was the firft who argued with fuccefs againft the.
opinion ' which bécomes us fo little, that our morals are.
better than thofe of the Ancients.

His Treatife On the Virtue of the Heathens, 18 ia
* efteem among the learned. His motto was, -

De las cofas mas feguras,
La mas fegura es dudar;

In all the cafes thought moft clear,
To doubt the fafeft will be found ;

like that of Montagne, #hat do I know ? He dicd ia
1672. : '

Verssieres (Mathurin de la Croze) born at Nantes,
in 1661. A Beneditine of Paris. "His freedom of
thinking, and his being a Prior, which forbad fuch a
liberty, made him quit both his Order and bis religion.
He was a living librery, and his memory was a pro-

digy. .
%Seﬂdcs the many ufeful and agreeable things he was
mafter of, he had ftudied others that -lay out of the
courfe of general literature ; as the ancient language of
the Egyptians, for inftance. He wrote a work much
efteemed, intitled, The Chrifianity of India. What is
moft curious in it is, that the Bramins believed in the
Unity of the Godhead themfelves, though fill leaving
the people in the poffeffion of their idofe. = - '
- The rage of fcribbling is fuch, that they have writ-
ten a Lifé of this private man, in a volume as large as
that of Alexander. This fhort extract, which appears
yet too long, might have fufficed. He died at Berlin,
.in1739. " S :
" VERGIER (James) born at Paris, in 1675. He was
with regard to La Faptaine, what Campiftron was in
‘¢omparifon of Racine, a natural but feeble imitator.
He ‘was murdered by fome robbers, in 1920. They
* have gjven“us to ynderftand, in the Dictionary of Mo-
BT T T seri,



oy JHE AGE!OF .LOVIS XI%

en,: that :he ‘had 'written a lampodn againft ‘a cerfiin
pow:'gul Prince; who had him affaffinatéd. The flory
1s falfe, . . . .o -
Virror ( René Aubert ), born in Normandy, in
1655. An clegant and .agreeable hiftorian ¥, He: died
m 1735 S ; i
Vicuarrt pB Saint-Rear.(Cefar), born~at Chashe
. berry, but educated in France. His Hiffory of the Con-
Jpiracy of Venice, is a mafter-piece . His Life of Chbriff
3s a very different performance. He died in 1692.
ViLrArs DE MoNraucoN . (the Abbé de), born in
1635, and famous for his Count de Gabalis. ’Tis a part
of the ancient Mythology of the Perfians. The author
was killed, in 1673, by a piftol-fhot. It was faid that
the Sylphs had affaffinated him, for having revealed their
myftcries, - T R -
ViLLags (the Marfhal Duke de), born in 1652. The
firft volume of the Memoirg which bear his name, was
written by himfelf.s. Fle: could repeat all the. beft pafs
fages of Corneille,-of Raging, and of Meligre, . I heard
him, one day, fay to a certain famous Minifter of Stage,
who appeaped furprifed 'at his remembering .£p many
verfes of Plays, * I have not affed fo often as you,
* but I know mere of the maiter,” He died i 1934.
ViLvepisu - ( Madame de ). Her  Romances
brought- her info,_reputatios. I do_noy:-meap, -how
ever; to flamp.~a value upon all the Novelg. with
which France has been, and flill contigues ,tq- be,
overwhelmed ; sy have been 3ll, except,Zaide %, the
preductions of feeble Geniafes, who poflefs a facility
of writing things unworthy -to be read: by pesfony
of common -fenfe... They .are, for, the moft par,
: W e ey Sl
* The province of hiftory which he chofe, was the revolutions of
fates, ’Tis the moft. ufeful,.as well as the moft i,:.xgefgmng' a’n@

Y

‘entertaining pact.- Tranflator. i

i § Otway has written a play op it... . Jbid. Yool
. 1 I'think he might havg juftly, at_ideq,. The Princsfs Z‘ Clevesy
the fame author. See thg ardicle La Fayerre, . lbidy -,

[ -
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devoid everr of inmagination; and: four pages of Arioftos
contain more fancy in them than can be met with in
all thofe infipid pieces which -impure the tafte of young
people. She died in 1683. oo

ViLriers (Peter), born at Coignac, in 1648. A Je-
fuit. He cultivated letters, 35 in general moft of that
Order do. His fermons, and hig poem on the Art of
Preaching, had fome. teputatios: dn -his time. His ftan-
zas upon folitude are ‘'much fuperior to thofe of St.
Amant; whichiwere once fo greatly elteemred;“bus ‘are
not at prefent deemed worthy of an Age which fo far ex-
cels that of St: Amant. He died in 1728. g

Vorrure-(Vincent), bord at Amiens; in 1598, He
was the firft in France who “obtdined the title of uw. bed
Z)rit. He' bvad litde rhore' than that fort of merir i

is writings, upon which one*vhight form a tafte ; but
this merit was at.that time very raré, - . .
- We 'have fome vety pretty verfes of his, but only
few in numbler. Thofe.-ht wraté for the Queen, Anne
of Auftria, ahd which-‘they have ot printed in his cole
leCtion, ware an' example "of>the” pallunt freedom which
was privileged at the Court. &f -.that - Ptincéfs, : whofe
mildnefs and goodnefs were worn-out with' the Fron-
deurs.

I S B BT TR N

YR . . R T A PR " "“.: £ '
f . : = : . . ".’jf o . ': + -
e penfﬁs‘n fe Car'afnal, . ',_‘ Cn LT '.,‘
v " YPentens teltt de la Valette, = '
ouvait voir Péclat'fans égal, "'~ " ’

Dans lequel maintenant vous éte ® §
Jentens celui de la beauté; .

Car auprés je n’eftime guére,

Cela foit dit fans vous déplaire,
-Tout Péclat de 1a Majefte,

._* It was then the ufage to firike off the final letters of a verfe,
if they happened to interfere with the meafure, or the rhime ; as
wous éte, for wous étes, in the above inftance. The Englith and Ita-
lians make free with the fame poetica licentia. The French poefy
is too much firditened, and was formerly rather too profaic,—
I’ df‘l‘f‘lo ’ ’

-l 1 doubt
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S—

1 doubt me if the Cardinal,
I mean his eminence Valette,
Can fee your eminence jo’er all
‘That on a throne was ever fet,
The rank I hint at is your beauty,
- All other pomps or titles near,
(Forgive, if I offend in duty,)
Mean and cantemptible sppear +.

He wrote both Italian and Spanith verfes too with
fuecefs. He died in 1648,

Itis of no confequence to extend this Catalogue further :
there are comprized in it a fmall number of great Ge-
niufes, a pretty large lift of Imitators, and we might have
given a much longer catalogue of the Learned. 1t will be -
rare, for the future, to fee new Geniufes rife up, unlefs
other manners, and another fort of government, fhould
give a new turn to the minds of mer. It will be im-
poflible to fee men of univerfal knowledge, becaufe every
{cience is now become unbounded ; fo that each ftudent
- muft confine himfelf to the cultivation of a fmall por-

tion of that vaft field which the Age of Louis XIV,
had. broks up. . : . :

" ® The thought in thefe lines is borrowed from the Ancients ; and
not from the Poets, but the Philofophers ; one of whom calls -
beauty nataral uﬁin, and another {files it royalty without force. M.,

Voltaire fhould have told us upon what occafion this addrefs was
written, or to what circumftance, relative to Valette, it alluded.

Hec is too fummary a writer. Zraxslater,

.
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CELEBRATED ARTISTS.

M'USICTIAN S

, HE French mufic, at leaft the vocal, has not hitherto
- been of the fame tafte with that of any other nation :

nor could it be fo, becauie the French profody is different
from that of all Europe. We always reft upon the laft
Tyllable, and all the other nations lean upon the penul- -
tima, or ante-penultima, as weH as the Italians. Our

nguage is the only one which has words terminating in
¢ mute ; and thefe ¢’s, which are not pronounced in read-
ing, or in common fpeech, are marked in the accom-
panied recitative, and this in an uniform manner ; as
Zlor<cu, viltor-ieu, barbari-eu, furi-ex, &c. This ten-
ders the major part of our fongs, and our recitative, in-
fupportable to thofe who have not been ufed to it.

ur climate alfo refufes that lightnefs to the voice,.

which the Italian fkies afford it ; nor have we the cuftom
that is practifed in Rome, and other States of Italy, to
deprive men of their manhoed, in order to render their
voices finer than thofe of women *. All this, joined to
the flownef(s of our finging, which makes a ftrange con-
traft with the vivacity of our manners, muft ever be
the caufe that Freuch mufic can be relithed by the
French alone. .

However, notwithftanding thefe reafons, foreigners,
who have refided for fome time in France, *confefs that
our mufical compofers have thewn confiderable addrefs,
in accommodating their airs to our words, and that this
mufical manner of pronunciation is often a happy ex-

* It muft be fo; for, with an equal fweetnefs, their fuperias
frength gives them an advantage, Tranlator.

preffiong
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preffion ; but then it is fo only for ears accuﬁomed to
it, and requires a moft perfect execution.

Our inftrumental mufic is alfo a little infeGted with
the monatony apd flownefs which ar¢ opjetted to our vpcal
mufic: but many of our fymphomes, and above all our
dancing tunes, have been bettér received in other pa-
tions. They are performed in many Italian _Operas ;
and there are fcarcely any otherufed at a certain King’s
Theatre, who has eftablifhed the beft Opera in Europe,
and who, 2 among; his other fingular talents, has moft
affiduoutly cultivated that of mufic *.

Jomu-Barrtist LurLi, bom at Florence, in 1633,
brought-into France at fourteen years old, and then only
a performer on the violin, was the father of true mufic
in France. He knew how to accommodate his art to
the genius of the language, which ‘was the only way
to fucceed.. It is remarkable, that at that time the
Italian mufic' preferved pretty much of the fame gra-
vity, and that noble fimplicity, which we ftill admire in
the recitatives of Lulli.

Nothing can more refemble thofe recitatives than the
famous Motet -+ of Luigi, fung in Italy with fo much
fuccefs in the feventeenth century, and which begins
thus:

Sunt breves mundi rofe,
Sunt fugmvx flores,

Frondes veluti annofz,
Sunt labiles honores.

The rofe’s fcent is brief,
The flowers foon decay ;

And like the autumn leaf,
Earth’s glories fade away.

It fhould be obferved, that in this mufic of meer
dcclamatxon, which is the mélopée || of the Ancients,
it muft _be principally the namral beauty of the words
that produces the beauty of the chaunt. We cannot well

* The King of Pruffia, . Translator.

+ The word is Mottetto, in Italian, and fignifies any piece of
Church mufic. Zéid.

M M:Iop:s, accompanied recitative, Ihd

declaim
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declaim what does not deferve it. This is a point on
which they were much miftaken in the days of Quinauit
and Lulli. .Poets were jealous of the Poet, but envied
not the Muf ician. Boxleau objected to Ql_nnault,

2
Ces heux communs de morale | labrique,

Que Lulli réchauffa des fons de fa mufique,
The common-place of lufcious morals,
thch Lu!/z heightened by his chorals.

RSN L S

The thder pa{ﬁons that (meult for wiell- cxpreﬁ'ed,
were under s pen a -pertrait-of the humsn heart, ra.
ther than a lafocous meral 4. Quinault, by his dittion,
heightened the mufic more, .than the art of Lulli ele- -
vated his poefy. It required thefe two great men, and
capable AGtors, to render fome {cenes of Atys, of Armi-
da, and of Roland, an exhibition fuch as netther ancient
por modern times had ever enjoyed. Unconsetted Airs,
or light Soanets, are not to be put in comparifon with
fuch noble fcenes. Thofe detached Airs, or familiar
Songs, in the flilc of our Chriftmas Carols, or the Ve-
netian Ballads, were all the tafte at that time. The flighter
the mufic, the more eafily it was retained in the memory.
But the Recitative was {o fine, that Ramean has not been
able toequal it. ¢ I want Singers,” he often fays; but
Lulli needed only 47ors. Rameau tickles the ears, but
Lulli charmed the foul. It was one of the happinefles
of the ®ra of Louis XIV. that Lulli and Quinault were
cotemporaries. He died in 1687.

After Lully, all the Muficians, as Colaffe, Campra,
Detouches, and the reft, have been only his imitators,
’rill at laft Rameau has appeared, who has rifen above
them all by the richnefs' of his harmony, and has ren-
dered Mufic almoft a new art.

With regard to our Church Muficians, though there
are many famous ones in Frafce, their compofitions have
not yet been performed in otker countries.

t However, Quinault himfelf was not fo very indulgent to his
mufe as Voltaire feems to be; for it 'is ‘faid, that, in his more fe-
rious moments, he repented hmx often of the too Jufcious morals of

fome of his pieces. Translator. .
' PAINTERS.
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PAI NTERS.

T is not with a Painter, as it is with a Mufician. A Na-~
tion may have a fpecies of Mufic which may pleafe none
but itfelf, becaufe the genius of the language may ad-
mit of no other; but Painters thould reprefent nature,
which is the fame.in all countries, and is feen with the
fame eyes. S
. A Painter, to have a good reputation, thould have his
pictures bear a price among foreigners. It is not fuf-
ficient that he has got a few flatterers about him, or is
commended in News-paper paragraphs or complimen-
tary verfes. His pieces muft be bought.

What often contrats the genius of Painters, is what
fhould feem to enlarge it. It is the academical tafte, the
manner they are apt to copy from thofe who prefide:
Academies are cerrainly very ufeful infticutions for
forming pupils, efpecially if the Dire€tors work in the
great ftile themfelves. But if the Prefident has 4 con-
fined tafte ; if his manner be dry or hard ; if the figures
are difproportioned ; if the pictures are painted like fan.
mounts ; the {cholars, being curbed by imitation, or the
defire of -pleafing a bad matfter, lofe intirely all idea of
real nature. . _

_ There is a kind of fatality attending all Academies.
Not one piece that is called academical, has ever yet been
reckoned a work of genius. . Shew.me a man fearful of
not being able to catch the manner of his cotemporaries,
and you will find his produétions to be formal and con-
firained. Shew me another of a free fpirit, fond of the
nature that he copies, and you will acknowledge his fuc-
cefs. Almoft all the great Artifts have either flourifhed
before the eftablifament of Academies, orhave employed

their
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their pencils in a different tafte from that which reigned
in fuch focieties. - -

Corneille, Racine, Defpréaux¥®, and the Painter Le
Moine, not only took a different path from their cos
temporaries, but had them all for their enemies. ‘

Nicroras Poussin, born at Anderley, in Normandy,
in the year. 1599, was the pupil of his own genius, but
perfected himfelf at Rome.. He was fliled the Painter
" of Men of #it; and might alfo have been ftiled that of -

Menr of Tafte. He had no other fault, except his aggra-
vating the dark fhadings of the Italian School. o

He was in his time the greateft Painter in Europes
Being invited from Rome to Paris, he fell a victim to
envy and party, which made him quit his country,
This misfortune has happened to more than one Artift.
Pouffin returned back again to Rome, where he lived
poor, but contented. His philofophy raifed him above
fortune. He died in 1665. o

Evustacuivus LE SuEUR, born at Paris, in 1617, hav-
ing no other mafter than Vouet, became, however, an
excellent Painter. He had carried his art to the higheft
degree, when he died, at the age of thirty-eight, in
1655. : : o

Bourpon and LE VALENTIN were alfo famous. The
" three beft paintings that adorn the Church of St. Peter,
at Rome, are thofe of Pouffin, of Bourdon, and of Va-
lentin. , '

CHARLES LE Bruw, born at Paris, in 1619. He had
fcarcely diftingyithed his talent, when the Superintendant
Fouquet, one of the moft liberal and the moft unfortu.
nate men that ever lived, granted him a penfion of twenty-
four thoufand livres, of the prefent currency.

It is remarkable that his pi¢ture of Darius’s Family,
which is at Verfailles, is not difgraced by the colouring
of that of Paul Veronefe, which hangs oppofite to

* One might fuppofe from this paffage, that Corneille, Racine,
and Defprigux, were all Painters. But this is Voltaire’s manner of
writing. He juft hints, ex paffant, that fervile imitation is as great a
difadvantage in poetry, as in painting, Tranflator, ' Co

~Vor. 1, m ity
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it; and furpaffes it much, in the defign, the compofi-
tion, the dignity, the expreffion, and the fidelity of the
Coftume *. The prints or impreffions taken from his paint-
infgs of Alexander’s battles, are more in requeft than thofe
of the battles of Conftantine by Raphael and by Julio
Romano, He died in 16go0.

Peter MigNnarDp, born at Troyes. in Champagne,
in 1610, was the rival of Le Brun for fome time ; but
pofterity do not fee him in that light. He died in 169,

Crauptus GeLEE, called CLaupE LorratN. His
father, who bound him. apprentice to a paftry-caok,
did not forefee that his fon would one day become one
of the firft Landfcape-painters in Europe. He died at
Rome, in 1678. ' ‘ .

€ase. There are fome pi€tures of his that begin to beag
a high price. They render juftice too late, in Frapce, to

, gqod artifts.  Their middling Performances do too much

injury to theic mafter-pieces. The ltalians, on the con-
trary, excufe the middling, on account of .the excellent
gues.  Every other nation endeavours to extol their own
country ; but the French feem to prefer foreigners, in
every thing. ,

Josern Parosser, born in 1648, was a good Pain-

ter, but furpaffed by his fon. He died i 1704.

Joun Jouvener, born at Rouen, in 1644, 2 pupil to
Le Brun, but inferior to his mafter, though a good
Painter. " All his pieces have a yellow caft in them. “He
faw every thing in this light, from a fingular conforma-
tion of his orgaus of fight+. He died in 1717. .

Joun-BapTisT SANTERRE. He painted feveral admi-
rable eafel-picces §, of a colouring juft and tender.

* An attention to the different cuftoms of times and places, which
2 Painter thould obferve in his pictures. Transiasor.

4 Itis more natural, I think, to impute this circumfiapce tq the.
accidental humours of his body, than to the peculiarity of his vifual
faculty. * People affeted with the jaundice, fee every thing of a yel--
low complexion. I4d.

1 Pictures to be fet in frames, in contradiftin&ion to a/ frefs, or
cieling paintings. Jhid. A :

His
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Hxs picture of Adam and Eve is the moft beautiful piece

painting in Europe. That of St. Therefa, in the
Chapel of %’crfallles, 1s a maﬁer -piece of grace ; and all
that can be objected to it, is its being too voluptuous an
obje& for an altar.

L a Fosse diftinguithed himf1f by a merit pretty nearly
of the fame kind.

Bon BouLecNE was an excéllent Painter. The beft
proof of it is, that his px&ures fell very dear.

Louis BourogNE. His paintings, which are not with-
out their merit, are lefs efteemed, however, than thofc of
his brother.

Raous, an unequal Painter; but in his be} pxeces he
has equalled Rembrandt.

Ricabr. Although he had little reputation in
any thing but Portrait-painting, the large picture in
which he reprefents Cardinal Bouillon opening the Holy
Year, isa chef-deurre equal to the beft works of Rubens.

De TrovE painted in the taffe of Rigaut. . His fon
drew fome hiftory- -pieces that are much eftcemed. -
. WarTtTeAU was in the beautiful, very nearly . what Te-
niers was in the grotefque. He formed fcholars whofe
pictures are in requeft.

Le MoinE has, perhaps, furpafled all thefe Painters,
by the compofition of the Saloon of Hercules, at Ver-
failles. That apotheofts was a piece of flattery defigned to

_ pleafe Cardinal Hercules de Fleury, who had nothing in
common with' the fabulous hero but his pame. Ithad
“been better, in the gallery of a Kmf of France, to have
reprefented an apotheofis of Henry 1V, -

Le Moine, envied by his brothcr-amﬁs and thinking
himfelf not fufficiently recompenfed by the Cardinal,  de-

. firoy€d himfelf, in defpair, in 1737

\  Some others have exceNed in painting animals, as
DesporTEs and Oubry ; others have fucceeded in Minia-

“ture, and a great number in Portrait, painting. Some
artifts, and pasticularly the famous VAN‘LO, diftingpith
themfclves, at this day, in greater works; fo that it isto
be hoped this art wxll not be loft among us. _ )

. m 2 Of




elaxx THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV.

Of SCULPTORS, ARCHITE'CTS,-
ENGRAVERS, &c.

SCULPTURE was carried up to its perfection under
Louis XIV. and fuftained itfeif in its full merit un-
der Louis XV.

JaMes SarraTiN, ‘born in 1598, executed mafter-

pieces at Rome, for Pope Clement VIII. and worked
afterwards at Paris with the fame fuccefs. He died in
1660.
- Pe1ER PuGkeT, born in 1662, an Archite&, Pamter,
and Sculptor; famous for feveral works that may be
feen both “at Marfeilles and at Verfailles. He died in
1695. .

. LE Gnos and THEODON have embelhfhcd Italy with

thenr works. , Each of them made at Rome two Models,
which bore away the prize from all their competitors, and
are reckoned among the cbefs-d wuvres. Le Gros died
at Rome, in 1719.
.. Francis Girarpon, born in 1627, has cqualled all
that has come down to us of the works of Antiquity, by
his Baths of Apollo, and his Monumcnt of Cardinal
~Rlchelleu ‘He died in 171¢5.

. The-Co1sevaux and the CousToux, with many otherd,
dlﬁmgm{hed themfelves at that time, but have been
much_furpafled fince, by four or five of our modern
, Sculptors L
- CHAuvVEAvU, NaNTEUIL, MEULAN, AUDRAN, He-
‘pELING, Le CLERe, DRrEVET, PoIrLLy, PicART, and
DucuangE, fucceeded alfo by better amﬁs, have excel-
led in the cngravmg of Coppei-plates; and their. prints

- dre
i
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aré placed in.the cabinets of thofe who cannot afford
" the expence of Paintings. .
Some mere Goldfmiths, fuch as BarLin and Germaix,
have deferved to be ranked among the moft celebrated
Arufts, from the beauty of their defigns, and the elegance
of their workmanthip. o
. It is not fo eafy for a genius born with a fine tafte in
Archite@ure, to exhibit his talents, as it i3 to all other
artifts.” He cannot raife noble monuments of his fkill,
except when Princes order them to be erefted.: More
than one Architet has poffefled talents that were ufelefs
o himfelf and the world. A )
Francis MansarD was one of the beft Archite&®s in
Europe. The Caftle, or rather the Palace of Maifons,
near St. Germain’s, is a mafter-piece, becaufe he was left
intirely at liberty to indulge his own genius in the edifice.
Jurtus-Harpouin MANsarD, his nephew, acquired
an immenfe fortune under Louis XIV. and was Superins
tendant of the buildings. The fine Chapel of the Invalids
is executed by him. £Ie could not dil‘glay all his talents
on that of Verfailles, where he was cramped by the
ground. ‘ .
-~ It has been remarked of the City of Paris, that it has
only two fountains in a good tafte; the old one of John
Gougeon, and the new one of Bouchardon; and even
thefe are very ill placed. It has likewife been objected,
that it has no other magnificent Theatre but that of the
Louvre, which is never made ufe of; that audiences
are forced to affemble in Play-houfes built without tafte,
proportion, or ornament, and equally defetive in the
fituations, as in the conftruétion; while fuch a number
of country-towns afford them examples of which they
have not yet benefited. B
" But France has been diftinguithed by other public works
of much greater importance; by her vaft Hofpitals ; her
Magazines ; her magnificent Bridges; her Quays; her im-
mepie Mouinds to reftrain the rivers within their chan-
nels ; her Canals; her Sluices ; her Ports ; and, above all,
by the Military ArchiteCture of fo many frontier-plalcl:es,
o T ’ where
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where folidity is joined to beauty. Every one knows the
works raifed upon the defigns of PerravrT, of Livau,
and of Dorzay.

"The art of Gardening was created and perfected by Lx
Notre, for Pleafure-Grounds; and by La Quintinis,
for the Fruit and Kitchen Gardens. It is not true, that
La Notre sarried his fimplicity fo far as familiarly to
embrace the King and the Pope. His pupil, Collinau,

. affured me, that thofe anecdotes, repeated in fo many
Dicionaries, were falfe; but indeed one need not fuch 2
teftimony to be aflured that an Overfeer of Gardens ¢ould
not ufe the freedom of kiffing Kings and Popes on doth
Sfides their ears®. - o

‘The engraving in precious flones ; the Dies for Me-
daks ; the cafting of types for Printing ; all thefe are figns
of the rapid progrefs ofP the other Arts.

" The locll() and Watch-makers, who may be confi-
dered as a fort of practical Natural Philofophers, have
giiven caufe to admire the ingenuity of their workman-

‘}'hey have fhaded their filks, and even the gold which
is worked up with them, with an art and tafte o curious,
that -thoungh they are unly worn for fumptuous apparet,
they deferve to be treafured up as the monuments of £kill
and induftry. o '

They began to make China-ware at St. Cloud, before
they attempted it in any other part of Europe. o

In fhort, the laft Age has put it in the power of the
prefent to colle& into one body, and to tranfmit to
pofterity, the depofit of all the Arts and of all the Sciences,
carried as far as human induftry could extend them; in
which work a. fociety of ingenious men, endowed both
with capacity and learning, have jointly labouted .

This extenfive and immortal undertaking feems to ac-
eufe the fhostnefs of buman life. It was commenced by

* Kiffing firft one cheek, then the other, as is faid in thefe Dic-

‘tionary Memoirs. ¥ranslator
* ?he French Encyclopadia. Ibid.

Mefficurs
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Meffieurs D’ALemBErRT and Diperot, thwarted and
perfecuted by envy and ignorance, This is the fate
of all great enterprizes. It were to be wifhed that
. {ome foreign compilers had not difgraced this important
work by puerile declamations, and common-place infi-
pidities ; which, however, are not capable of prevent-
ing lt‘lix»:: original part of it from being ferviceabje to the
world.

INTRO:
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compofed all our poetry; and Rabelais was our only
book in profe, that was current at the time of Henry 1I.

-In a word, Italy alone was in poffeffion of every art .
and fcience, excepting mufic, which had not then been
brought to any perfection, and-experimental philof.phy,
equally unknown, every where; and which Galileo af-

terwards introduced to the world.
The fourth age is that which is named the Age of

Louis XIV. and 1s, perhaps, the one of the four that ap- +

proaches the neareft to perfection. Enriched with the
difcoveries of the three former, it excelled, in certain

things, the three others put together. None of the arts,
it muft be confefled, were carried farther, than under
the: Medic?’s, the Auguftus’s, and the Alexanders’; but
the human underftanding became much more enlighten-
ed: True philofophy was not known till that time;
and t is but juftice to fay, that commencing from the
laft year of Cardinal Richelieu, and proceeding to thofe
which immediateal{y fucceeded the death of Louis XIV.
there came to pafs, in our arts, in our minds, in our
manners, as well as in our government,’ a general revo--
lution, which ought to ferve as an eternal mark of th

true glory of our’countryTHIShappy 1nAuence &g

not even-confine itfelf to France; it extended alfo to
England, and excited an emulation which that profound
and ingenious nation then ftood in need of y it infpired a
talte in Germany, and introduced the fciences into Ruf-
fia; it even re-animated Italy, which had begun to lan-
guih, and all Europe is indebted for its politenefs and
its focial fpirit, to the Court of Louis X1V, *

\

® What a declamation, and thoroughly French! {t puts one inmind
of a dancing-mafter in fome play, who, when Mifs} ~zeir/i elopes with
her lover, imputes the indifcretion ent:rely to her aor hawing icarned to
dance. Redeunt Saturnia regna. France gave the s to all Europe!
Louis failed in his fcheme of univerfal mogarch Marlborough and
he differed in that point; but Voltaire, to m%ké him amends, has
given him an univerfal empire over the arts, fciences and literature.
Was it Defcartes that inftru&ted Newton ? Was it Boileau who infpjred
Milton ? And did not Shakefpeare and Bacon precede Le Stécls de
Louis Quatorze ? )
Voltaire fpeaks here in profe, almoft with as much hyperbole, as
B 2 . Fontalue¢

s
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. . Al \
It is not pretended, that thefe four ages were exempt

rom misfortunes or from crimes. The'p,crfc&ion of .
irts, cultivated by private and peaceable individuals,

-ould not prevent Princes from being ambitious, the

seople from falling into fedition, or the priefts and .

donks from beirg fometirmés farbulent and knavith,
A1l aged were alike, with regard to the wickednefs of
nen; but I know only of thefe four eras diftinguifhed
or perfons of extraordinary talents. )

“Before the age which I ftile that of Lauis XIV. and
vhich commenced about the time that the French Aca-

—

- . -

lemy was eftablifhed, the Italians denominated all the
Jltramontanes ® barbarians; and it muft be confefled, -
hat then the French merited, in a great meafure, this .

hara@er. Their forefathers joined the romantic chi-
alry of the Moors, to the Gothic grofinefs-of manmners;

nd had among them f{carcely any of the polite arts;

vhich proves, that the ufeful ones were neglected : for
vhen a people have provided what is neceffary, the next

)

N

hing they think of, is the elegancies and fuperfluities of .

ife. And it isnot to be wondered at, that painting,

culpture, 'poetry, €loquence, or philofophy, were. al-

noft unknown to a nation, which having ports on the
Jcean and the, Mediterranean, had,.boawever, no fleet;

nd who indulged themfelves in luxury to excefs, with- -

ut having even the coarfeft manufactures fabricated in
hetr country. -

ontaine does in verfe, where he addrefles Racine, on his being ap-
oimed hiftoriographer to Louis X1V. ‘ - -

On nous promet Pbiftoire, & et un baut projet.
 Fattends beaucoip dé Part, beascoup plus du _fujet.
Il eft viche, il eff wafle, il eff plein de nobleffe ;
" Il me feroit trembler pour Rome, & pour la Grece.

This hiftory is, indeed, a noble objeét.

Much from thy art is hoped, more from the fubje&.
A theme fo rich, fo-great, fo full of glory !

I tremble for the Greek and Roman ftory.

¢ The countries on the other fide the Alps ; France, Germany, &a. -

hey.learned this from Greece too, who ftiled all nations but their

¥n To. :
‘ The

.
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The Jews, the Genogfe, the Venetians, the Portuy
guefe, the Flemings, the Hollanders, and the Englith
by turns carried on the commerce of France, which.wag
“ignorant of the very principles of it.  Louis XIII. at his
-acceffion to the throne, was not mafter of a fingle weflel 3
‘Paris did not contain quite four hundred thoufand fouls,
‘and was not decorated with above four handfome edifi-
ces, the other towns of the kingdom refembling thofe
villages that are fituated on the other fide the Loire.
‘The noblefle, garrifoned throughout the country in
cafthes, or towers, furrounded by moats, opprefled the |
‘tillers of the foil. The high-ways were almoft impaf- |
fable, the cities without police, the ftate without money, !
and the government moft generally without credit among’
other nations, '

One mutft not diffemble, that fince the decline of the
Charlemagne family, France has languifhed, more or
lefs, in the fame decay, becaufe the had hardly ever the
advantage of a good government.

It is neceffary, in order to render a ftate powerful,

- either that the people fthould enjoy a.freedom founded
on laws, or that the fovereign authority thould be ab-
folute, or without controul. In France, the people in
general were flaves, till about the time of Philip Auguf-

_tus ; the nobility tyrants, till Louis XI. ; and the Kings,
always occupied in maintaining their authority againit
their vaflals,” were never at leifure enough to confider-
about the profperity of their fubjects, nor the power ta’

- render them happy.

Louis X|I. enlarged the prercgative royal confiderably, .
but did nothing for the felicity. or glory of the nation *.
Francis I. gave rife to commerce, to navigation, to let-
ters, and all the arts; but his life was too upfortunate
to make them ftrike root in France, and they all died
away with him. Henry the Great was endeavouring to

. refcue France from the calamities and barbarifm 1nto
which thirty years of difcord had plunged her, when he

® Louis XI. ay a French Hiftorian exprefles himfelf, fut /e premier
g4i mit les rois bors de page. :

B 3 was
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was aflaffinated in the capital, amidft the very people
whofe welfare he was exerting himfelf about. Cardinal
Richelieu, wholly occupied in lowering the Houfe of
Auftria, in abolithing the Calvinifts, and reducing the
power of the nobles, did not poffefs a power peaceable
enough to reform the nation ; but he commenced, how-
cver, this happy work.

So that during an interval of nine bundred years, the
genius of the French was cramped under aGothic govern-
‘ment, in the midft of divifions and civil wars, having nei-
ther laws nor cuftoms eftablifhed, and changing from
age to age a language always barbarous; the nobles
without education addi¢ting themfelves, by turns, to
war and idlenefs; the clergy living in diforder and ig-
norance; and the people without induftry, crouching
under their mifery.

The French bore no part, either in the great difco-
veries, or in the happy inventions of other narions.
Printing, gunpowder, glafs, the telefcope, the fector,
the air-pump, the true fyftem of the Univerfe, were no
property of theirs. - They employed themfelves™ in tilts
and tournaments, while the Spaniards and Portuguefe
were difcovering and conquering the Eaftern and Weft-
ern worlds. Charles V. had rendered the treafures
of Mexico current in Europe, before the fubicéts of
Francis I. had difcovered the barren country of Canada.
But even from the little that the French did, in the be-
ginping of 'he fixteenth century, one may be able to
judge what they are naturaly capable of, under proper
aufpices.

We purpofe now to thew what they were, under
Louis XIV. '

It muft not be expected to meet with here, any more
than in the hiftory of the preceding times, tedious details
of wars, of fieges, of towns taken and recovered by
arms, furrendercd and reftored again by treaties, A
thoufand circumf(tances which might have been intereft-
ing to cotemporaries, become of no confequence to pof-
terity, and are entirely loft in the contemplation of the
great events which have decided the fate of Empir‘t‘i-

: $
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‘It is not every fa& that has happened, which deferves to
be recorded. We fhall, therefore, in the following hif-
tory, only have regard to what may merit the attention
of all times, to what may delineate the genius and the
manners of men, to whatever may ferve tor inftruction,
and recommend the love of virtue, of the arts, and of
our country. ) '

We fhall firft fhew what France and the other States of

Europe were, before the birth of Louis XIV.; after
which the great events, both political and military, of
his reign, fhall be then defcribed.  The interior govern-
ment of the kingdom, the moft important object to the
people, fhall be treated of feparately. The private life
of Louis XIV. the particulars of his Court, and of his
reign. will pccupy a large fpace in this work. Other
parts fhall be appropriated to the arts, the {ciences, and
to the progrefs of the human mind inthisage. We fhall
finally fpeak of the Church, which has been fo long con-
neted with the ftate, which fometim:s difturbs, and
fometimes ftrengthens iz; and which, though inftituted
for the inftruction of morals, is too often impured by
politics and human paffions. :

CH AP IL
The States of Europe before Louis XIV.

C HRISTIAN Europe, all except Ruffia, might
for 2 long time have been confidered as a fort of
great Republic, divided into feveral States, fome monar-
chical, and others mixt. Of the latter, fome were arifto-
cratical, and others popular ; but all conneéted with one
another; all profefling the fame fyftem of religion, tho®
divided into feveral felts; all acknowledging the fame
principles of public juftice and policies, unknown ta
the other nations of the world.
- ’Tis from thefe principles that the European nations
do not make flaves of their prifoners taken in war; that
they refpect the ambaffadors of their enemies ; that they
' ' B4 . have

14
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have agreed among themfelves about the pre-eminence
and the rights of certain princes, as the Emperor;’ thié
Kings, and other leffer potentates; and above all, that
they have confederated together in that féund policy of,
preferving among the States, as far as poffibly théy canj
aneven balance of power; affiduoufly employing negos
tiations, even in‘the midft of wai ; exchanging ambafla-
dors with one anather, or penfioning fpies in a lefs hd-
nourable ftation, who may advife -all the Courts of the
projeéts of any particular one,” give at the fame time the
alarm to Europe, and defend the'weaker States from the
invafions which the ftronger are too generally apt to un-
dertake. : o o
Since Charles V. the balance leaned towards: the
Houfe of Auftria. “This powerful family were, about the
year 1630, miftrefs of Spain, cf Portugal, and’the trea-
fures of America; the Low Countrie¢s, the Milanefe, the
Kingdom of Naples, Bohemia, Hungary, even Germa-
ny, (if one may fay fo) were become their patrimony ;
and-ff fo many States had been united under any fingle
prince of this family, it muft be acknowledged that al}
the reft of Europe muft have fubmitted to his empire.

Of GERMANY.

THE German Empire is the moft powerful neigh-
bour of France. It is more extenfive, and though lefs
rich, perhaps, in-money, it is far more fruictul i
hardy and athletic men, who patiently endure the yoke
of labour. The Gérman Nation ‘is governed, pretty
nearly, as France was formerly by the-firft Kings of
the Capet racé, who were Chiefs often ill obeyed, by
feveral of their grear, and alfo many of their inferior
vaffals. - At prefent, fixty Free Towns, which are called
Imperial ones; about as“many fecular Sovereigns ; near
forty Feclefiaflical Princes," be they Bifhops or Abbots ;
nine Electors, amdng. whem may now be reckoned four
Kings; and in fine thé. Emperor,” Chief of all thefe
Potentates ; fornr this great-Germanic body," which has
been preferved unto thefe days, through the phlegma-

- Lt SR o {
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‘tie temper ot ~che Germans, Wlth almoft as much regu-
/lanty, as there was, formcrly, confuﬁon in thc F rench
vernmient. T :
Each: member of -the Emplrc has his rlohts, hxs pri-
vileges, and his duties; and the laborious knowledge
- of fo many laws, which are often contefted, ‘is what 1 }
.called, in Germany, the Study of tbe Laws of Nanam,
_ for which that nation is fo famous. j
The Emperor himfe]f is not, ‘in rcalxty, richer or
more -powerful ‘than a-Doge of Venice. It is well |
known that Gcrmany, being divided into Free Towns and
.Principalities; can-afford nothing to the Chief of all
"thefe petty States, except a pre-eminence, with vaft
-honoupss, ‘indéed, but without dominions, without mo-
_.ney, and confequently without power. ~ To the title of
Emperor, there is not annexed one fingle village. Ne-
verthelefs this dignity, often:as vain "as it is void, be-
came fo powerful in the hands ¢f the Auftrians, that it
was much feared they would convert this Republic of
Prmccs, ‘into-an abfolute Monarchy. = -
 Two-parties then divided, and ftill divide, the Chrif-
tian World, particularly Gcrmany The firft is that of
the Catholics, more or lefs abedient to the Pope.  The
fecond is- that of the enemies to that fpiritual and tem-
poral authorlty claimed-'by the Pope and the Catholic
Prelates: - Thefe latter are-diftinguithed by the general
name of Proteftants, though they are divided into Lu-
therans, Calvinifts, and ‘other- -appellations, that hate
one another as cordially as they do Rome.
+ Germany, Saxony, a part of Brandenburgh, the Pa-
latinate, -part of Bohemia, of Hungary, the States of
the Houfe of Brunfwick, Wirtenburgh, and Hefl, fol-
low the-Lutheran Religian, ‘which they ftite Evangelical.
All the Free Imperial Towns - have' likewife embraced
this fe@, which appears to be better fitted than the Catho-
e Rcllglon to people jealous of their.Liberty.
-.The Calvinifts, that are difperfed among the more
powerful Lutherans, form but a very inconfiderable
party Thc Cathohcs comprehcnd the reft of the Em-

pxre,
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pire, and having the Houfe of Auftrk: 4t their head,
were, without doubt, of the moft importance.

Not only Germany, but all the Chriftian States ftill
bleed with the wounds they received in fo many religious
wars; a rage peculiar to Chriftians, unknown to In-
fidels, and the unhappy confequence of that dogmatic
fpirit, fo long iatroduced into all ranks and conditions.
There are few points of controverfy that have not occa-
fioned a civil war; and it muft be a matter of wonder
to foreign nations, perhaps to our own pofterity, that
our forefathers fhould have continued to.flaughter one
another, for fo many years, while they were preaching
the dottrine of patience.

| have already fhewn how Ferdinand II. ®* was near
changing the German Ariftocracy into an abfolute Mo~
narchy, and how he was as near being dethroned by
Guftavus Adolphus.  His fon Ferdinand III. who in-
herited his politics, and who like him made war in his
clofet, reigned during the minority of Louis XIV.

Germany was not at that time fo flourithing as it is
become fince; luxury was there unknown, and the con-
veniencies of life were then very rare, even among
the Great. They were not introduced till gowards the
year 1686, by the French refugees who went thither to
cftablifh their manufattures. This populous and fertile
-country wanted both commerce and money. The gra-
vity ofy their manners, and the flownefs peculiar to the
Germans, deprived them of thofe refinements and
pleafing arts, which the fagacity of the ltalians had
long fince cultivated, and which the induftry of the
French from that time endeavoured to bring to perfec-
tion.

The Germans, though rich at home, were poor every
where elfe ; and that poverty, joined to the difficulty of
reuniting, in a fhort time, fo many different people under
the fame ftandards, renderedthem as they are at prefent,-
incapable of  carrying a war, and fupporting it for any

® See the Effay on General Hifory, addreffed to Madame the Mar.
chionefs of Chatelet.
length
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length of time, into any of the neighbouring countries.
But the French generally make the Empire itfelf the
feat of war againft the Emperors. The difference in
the government and genius of the people, feems to ren-
der the French fitter for attack, and the Germans for

defence.

Of SPAIN.

SPAIN, governed by the eldeft branch of the Houfe
of Auftria, fpread more terror after the death of
Charles V. than the German nation. The Kings of
Spain were incomparably-more rich and more abfolute.

“The mines of Mexico and Patofi Teémed to furnith

them with means to purchafe the Liberty of Europe.
Every one has heard of the fcheme for a monarchy, or
rather for an univerfal fuperiority, over our Chriftian
continen:, which was formed by Charles V. and purfued
by Philip 1L . ,

The Spanifh grandeur, under the reign of Philip ITI,
was but a vaft body, without fubftance, . which had
greater repute, - than ftrength.

Philip IV. who inhcrized his father’s weaknefs, loft
Portugal by his negligence, Roufillon by the weaknefs
of his arms, and Catalonia by an abufe of defpotic
power. Such Kings could not long be fuccefstul, in
their wars with France. If the divifions'and faults of
their enemy gave them fome advantage, they loft the
fruits of them, by their incapacity. Befides, the pri-
vileges of the people they ruled over, gave them a right
to be refractory. 1'he Caftillians had the prerogative
of not fighting out of their own country ; the Arrago-
nians were continually difputing their freedom with the

" Royal Council; and the Catalonians, who confidered

therr Kings as their greateft enemies, would not fuffer
them even to raife recruits in their provinces.

However, Spain, united with the Empire, threw a
tremendous weight into the Balance of Europe.

Of
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Of PORTUGAL

PORTUGAL, at that time, became again a kingdom.
ohn Duke of ‘Braganza, who was reckoned a very weak
rince, wrefted that province from aKing far weaker than
imfelf. "The Portuguefe, from negeffity, cultivated the

>mmzrce which Spain, from pride, negleted. They -

ecame Jleagued with France and Holland, in 10641,
yainft - Spain. * This revolution in Portugal was of
lore importance to France, than the moft fignal victo-
es would have been. The French Miniffer, who had
ot in ‘the leaft contributed o this event, reaped from
, withodt any trouble, the greateft adyantage that
in poflibly be’had over an enemy, that of feeing him
tacked by an irreconcjleable competitor. © 7 -

Portuga{, ‘throwing off the yoke of Spain, fpreading
s commerce, 'and increafing its power, recalls here the
lea of Helland, which enjoyed the fame advantages,

'

1ough ing very different manger,

Of the UNITED PROVINCES.

THIS little State of the Seven United Provinces, a
>untry fertile in pafture, but fterile in grain, ynhealthy,
ad almoft drowned by the fea, was, for about half a
:ntury, ‘a fingular example in the world, of what can
e effeCted by the love of liberty, and indefatigable la-
our.” Thefe people, poor, few in numbers, lefs trained
» war than the loweft of the Spanith militia, and who
ere yet thought nothing of in Llurope, refifted all the
»rées of their mafler and tyrant, Philip II; eluded the
eligns of feveral Princes, who would pave affifted, only
» enflave, them; and have eftablithed a fway, which
‘e have feen able to balance the power of Spaia itfelf.
‘hat defperatenefs, which tyranny naturally provokes,
rft’ made them have recourfe to arms ; Liberty infpired
weir courage,” and thié Princes of the Houfe of Orange

v'b‘

rade them excellent foldiers. Hardly had they fub-

ved their mafters, when they eftablifhed a form of
.’ -. . . . . . . . i govcrq‘t

’
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government, which’ preferves; as far as it i poffible,
an cquahty in the State, the moft natural right of
mankind.

This State, of fo new a fpccms, was, from .its founda-
tién; clofely attached to France; they were united by -
one intereft ; their enemies were common to both.
Henry the Great and Louxs XI1II. have been its allies,
and its proteétors *.

ofENGLANu

ENGLAND, much more powerful, affeted the
fovereignty of the fea, and pretended to hold a balance
between the Powers of Europe; but Charles I. who

~ reigned fince 1625, unable to fupport the weight of

that balance, felt the fceptre already flip from his hand.
He wifhed to render his authority in England inde-
pendent of the laws, and to alter the religion in Scot-
land. Too obftinate to defiit from his deﬁons, but yet -
too weak to execute them; ‘a good hufband father,
matter, and an honeft man, but an ill advxfcd Prince,
hé engaged in a civil war, in which he loft, as we have
already faid, the throne, and his life alfo, on.a fcaf-
fold, by a rcvolutlon almoft unparalleled.

This civil war, begun during the minority of
Louis XIV. prevented England, for a time, from éen-

. gaging in the intereft of her neighbours: fhe loft her

importance with her good fortune ; her commerce was
interrupted ; and the nations around her believed her
funk beneath her ruins, when on a fudden the became
more formidable than ever, under the dominion of
Cromwell, who enflaved her by carrying the gofpel in

~one hand, and the fword in the other, and the matk of

religion on his face, and who in his government con-

"cealed the crimes of an Ufurper, under the talents of
an ablc King.

*'Pray why forget Queen Ehzabcth ?
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of ROME.
THAT balance which England had long fattered

herfelf to maintain, between the Potentates of Europe, .

by her power,. the Courtof Rome endeavoured to fup-

port by her policy. Italy was divided, as it is now, .
‘into feveral Sovereignties. That which belongs to the:

‘Pope, is fufficiently extenfive tq make him refpectable
\as a Prince, but too inconfiderable to render him for-
'midable as a Potentate.

- The nature of that government does not contribute

towards the peopling of his country, which is alfo de-
ficient both in money and commerce ; his fpiritual au- .
‘thority, in which there is always a little of the temporal .
mizxed, is equally abolithed and abhorred by one-half of

Chriftendom ; and if by the other half he is looked u
to as a father, he has children who fometimes oppofe
his authority, both with reafon and fuccefs. It is the
maxim of France to confider him as a facred perfon,
but too affluming, whofe feet they ought-always to kifs,
but fometimes bind his hands. .

We may yet trace, in all the Catholic countries, the
fteps which the Court of Rome had formerly taken to-
wards univerfal monarchy. All the Princes of that
religion, on their acceflion, fend embaffies of odedience,
as they are ftiled, to the Pope. Each Crown has a
Cardinal in Rome, who takes the title of Protettor.
.The Pope grants Bylls for all the bithoprics, and ex-
.prefles himfelf in them as if his power alone conferred
.thofe dignities. All the Italian, Spanifh, and Flemith
;bifhops, call themfelves fo, by the Divine permiffion and
‘by that of the Holy See. Many of the French prelates,
-abqut the year 1682, rejetted this formula, which was
runknown in the firft age ;-and in our days, in 175

we have feen a bifhop * courageous enough to omit it

in a mandate, which ought to be tran{mitted to pofte-
irit,; a mandate, or rather a fingular precept, wherein

”‘,/ ® Stuart Fitzjames, Bithop of Soiffons.
is

ty
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is exprefly declared, what no Pontiff had ever yet
dared to fay, that all men, nay even infidels, are alike
our brethren. '
In fine, the Pope has preferved, in all the Catholic
States, prerogatives which he could, certainly, never
have maintained, if prefcription had not'given them a
fanétion. There is not 2 Kingdom in which there are not
feveral benefices in his gift ;. and as a tribute he receives
the revenues of the firft year of all Confiftorial livings.
The Monks, of whom the principal ones refide at
Rome, are fo many immegliate fubje@ts of the Popes,
difperfed through all thc&'ies. Cuftom, which is all in
all, and which caufes the world to be ruled by prejudice,
as much as by laws, would not permit the Princes in-
tirely to remedy an evil, which wayotherwife connetted
with things ufeful and holy. To {wear allegiance to any
onc but one’s fovereign, is high-tfeafon in a layman ;
but in the cloifter, it is an act of religion: The dif-
ficulty of knowing how far one fhould obey this foreign
-fovereign ; the eafinefs of letting one’s felf be carried
away ; the pleafure of fhaking off a-natural yoke'to take
up another of one’s own choofing; the fpirit of fedition,
and the unhappinefs of the times, have but too often fe-
duced whole orders of Monks to ferve Rome, againit
their own countries,”

The enlightened {pirit which has reigned in France,
during this latter century, and which has extended itfelf
through almoft all ranks of life, has been the moft
effetual remedy for fuch a fuperftition. The many
excellent books that have béen written on this fubject,
have rendered material fervices, both to the Kings and
to the people: and one of the happy changes which
has, by this means, been made in our morals, under
Louis XIV. is, that the Clergy all agree in thinking-.
that they are firlt fubjeéts to the King, before they are
fervants to the Pope. But jurifdiétion, that effential
mark of fovereignty, ftill refts with the Roman Pontiff.
Even France, notwithftanding all the exemptions of the
Gallican Church, fuffers ftill an appeal to be made to the
Pope, as the laft refource in ecclefiattical caufes. 1f

3 ;
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lf one, wanted. to. diffolve a mamagc, to marry a -

cruﬁn, or a piece, to be abfolved from one’s vows, it
is il to the Pope, and not to the bithop, that the ap~
plication is to bé thade ; the mdulgcnccs are there rated;

and the individuals of every nation thete purchafc thcu‘ ,

dxfpcnfatlons at extrdvagant .prices. . .-

Thefe impofitions,. which are - corifidered by many :

people as the. confequences of the moft abfurd preju-
dices, and by others, as the remains of the moft facre
nahts, are fhiil moft artfully preferved. . . Rome- manages
her policy with as much addrefs, as- the Roman Republic
made ufe of to conquer half the world then known.

No Court.ever knew better how to condu¢t itfelf, dc-
cording to perfons and fimes: The Popes are generaliy
[talxans, grown grey in the fervice of  the Church; with-
put paffions to blind their anderftanding. Théir Council
is compofcd of Cardinals; who refemble them, and who
are all.animated with the -fame fpirit. From this
Council.are inftruétions fent forth which extend evén to
Chma and America. In this manner does it bear fway

t " lobe; and one might often have faid.of

i 1er once did of the Roman fenate, ¢ I
‘ mfiftory of Kings.”

t of our Writers haye very properly
r - lignation againft the ambition of this
Court ; but I know not any, who have done fufficient

|uﬁ1cc to its policy. I am doubtful whether any -other .

pation could have preferved fo many difputed preroga-
tives, for fo long a time in Europe :- any other Court
would, probably, have loft them, eithet by infolence, of
tam_enefs; by remifinefs or precipitation-, but Rome;
always accommcdating her meafures, cither of firmnefd
or flexibility, according as circumftances have requirédy
has contrived to preferve to herfelf every thing that;
humanly fpeaking, it was in her power to keep.

She has been feen groveling under-Charles V. formis
dable to Henry III. King of % rance ; friend and enemy, -
by turns, to Henry 1V.; fubtle with. Louls XIIL ; openly
oppofing Louis XIV. even at the time when he was

moft to be feared; and often the fecret enemy of the .-

. Emperors,

|
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Emperors, whom fhe was more apprehenfive of, than
of the Grand Seignior. .

Some rights, much pretenfions, patience, and policy,
are all that now remairrto Rome, of its ancient digpity ;
who, fix centuries ago, attempted to fubje the Em-
pire, and all Europe, to the Triple Crown. Naples is
yet a fubfifting teftimony of that right which the Popes
arrogated formerly to themfelves, with fo much artifice
and prefumption, of creating and beftowing Kingdoms.
But the King of Spain, to whom that State belongs,
now only leaves to the Court of Rome the honour and
the danger of having a too powerful vaffal.

As for the reft, the Papal State enjoyed a perfeét peace,
interrupted only by the little warfare which I have al-
ready {poken of *, between the two Cardinal Barberinis,
Nephews to Pope .Urban VIII. and the Duke of

Parma. ,

Of the REMAINDER of ITALY.

THE other Provinces of Ttaly attended to various
interefts. Venice feared both the Turks and the Em-
eror ; with much difficulty the defended her Terra
%irma States from the claims of Germany, and the in-
vafions of the Grand Seignior. She was no longer that
Venice which was formerly known to be the Miftrefs
of the World of Commerce, and which, an hundred and
fifty years before, had excited the envy of fo many
Kings. The wifdom of her government ftill fubfifted,
but her commerce being deftroyed, deprived her of al-
moft all her power ; and the City of Venice was, from
its fituation, -fecured from being conquered, and, from
its weaknefs, incapable of conquerirg. ) '

The State of Florence enjoyed both peace and plenty,
under the government of the Medicis’. Thole arts,
letters, and elegancies of life, which the Medicis’ firit
gave rife to, ftill flourithed ; and Tufcany was then in
ltaly, what Athens had been in Greece. Savoy, torn

"® Sce the Effay on General Hiftory.
Vou. L ~ C t0
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to pieces by a civil war, and harraffed by the French
and Spanifh troops, at length became altogether united
in favour of France; and in ltaly, contributed much to -
weaken the *uftrian power.

The Swifs preferved their freedom, as they ftill do,
without endeavouring to opprefs others. They hired
out their troops to their neighbours who wcre richer
than themfelves ; they were poor ; they were unac-
quainted with all thofe arts and fciences which Luxury
- has created ; but they were wife and happy.

Of the NORTHERN STATES.

THE Nations of the North of Europe, Poland,
Sweden, Denmark, and Ruffia, were, like the other
Powers, for ever in diftruft, or at war, with one another.
In Poland, the manners and government of the Goths
and Francs reigned, as they do ftill there; an elettive
Kings his power divided by the Nobles, an enflaved
People, a weak infantry, a cavalry compofed of the
Nobles, not one fortified town, and hardly any commerce.
This people were fometimes attacked by the Swedes,
or by the Mufcovites, and fometimes by the Turks.
The' Swedes, a nation much freer in its conftituticn,
which admits even Peafants to be members of their
public couticils, but who were then more.obedient to their
Kings than Poland, were almoft every where ¢rowned
with vitory. Denmark, which was formerly the terror
of Sweden, was no longer formidable to any nation,
and her real grearnefs only began under the two Kings
Frederic 1Il. ‘and IV. Mufcovy was yet but a barba-
rous nation.

Of the TURKS.

THE Turks werenot then what they hiad been un-
der the Selims, the Mahomets, 'and the Solimans: thei#
effeminacy had corrupted the Seraglio, without banifh-
ing ciuelty from thence. The Sultans were at once

‘ . the -
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the moft defpotic fovereigns in their Seraglio, and the
leaft fecure of their throne, or their lives : Ofman and
Ibrahim both died by the bow-ftring, and Muftapha
had been twice depofed. "

The Turkith Empire, weakened by thefe fhocks, was
alfo attacked by the Perfians; but as foon as it was
relieved from that enemy, and the revolutions of the
Seraglio were at an end, the Empire became once more
a formidable enemy to Chriftendom. For from the
mouth of the Borifthenes, even to the States of Venice,
Mufcovy, Hungary, Greece, and the Iflands, have by
turns fallen a prey to the Turkifh arms : and from the
year 1644, they perfevered in the war of Candia, which
was fo fatal to the Chriftian States. Such were the con-
dition, the power, and interefts, of the principal na«
tions in Europe, about the time of the death of
Louis XIII. King of France.

The SITUATION of FRANCE.

FRANCE being allied to Sweden, Holland, Savoy,
and Portugal, and having the good withes of other in-
active nations, fupported, againft Spain and the Em-
pire, a war deftrutive to both parties; and of fatal
confequence to the Houfe of Auftria, That war was
like all thofe which have been carried on for fo many
ages between the Chriftian Princes, in which millions
of lives are facrificed, and provinces deftroyed, to gain
after all fome little frontier towns, which are feldom
worth the price of the conqueft. _

The Generals of Louis XIII. eong uered Roufillon,
and the Catalonians had juft fubmitted to the dominion
of Francé, as the proteétrefs of that liberty which they
defended againft theif Kings; but thefe fueceffes did
not prevent their enemies from takirig Corbie; in 1637,
nor from approaching even to Pontoife. Fear had driven
half the inhabirants from Patis ; and Catdinal Riche-
lieu, i the midft of his great projeéts for humbling the
Auftrian power, was rcdug:d to the neceflisy of taxinE

2 a
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all the Court-Yards in Paris *, to oblige each to prot -

vide a foot-foldier for the war, and to repel the enemy
at the very gates of the capital.

The French had done much damage to the Spaniards
and the Germans, and had fuftained as much from
them, in turn. .

The STRENGTH of FRANCE after the DEATH

of LOUIS XIII. and the MANNERS of thofe
TIMES. : :

- THESE wars produced many illuftrioys Generals 3
fuch as a Guftavus-Adolphus, 2 Walftein, a Duke de
‘Weimar, Picolomini, John de Wert, the Marfhal-Gué-
briant, the Princes of Orange, and the Count D’Har-
court. The Minifters of State were not lefs diftinguifhed.

‘The Chancellor Oxentftiern, the Duke d’Olivares, &c. .

but particularly Cardinal Richelieu, attracted the notice
of all Europe. There is not any age in which fome
ftatefmen and warriors have not rendered their names
famous. It feems, unfortunately, that politics and arnts
are the profeffions moft natural to man.  'We muit for
ever fight or negociate. The moft fortunate man paffes
for the greateft, and the Public often impute that fuccefs
to merit, which is only the effet of fortune.

-—

War was not then carried on as we. have fince feen

it,in the reiga of Louis X1V. Their armies were not then
fo numerous. Since the fiege of Metz *, by Charles V.
there had not been feen a General at the head of
fifty thoufand mien. They befieged and defended places
with fewer cannon than in thefe days. The art of fortifica-

tion wasyet in its infancy. Pikes and arquebufes  were

then in ufe; and the fword was at that time the principal
weapon, which is rendered almoft ufelefs, in the prefent
difcipline. They fill preferved the ancient law of na-

* This Tax was impofed upon every houfe in the city that had a
Court Yard, or Gate-way, belonging te it, in order that it fheuld falk
suly on the rich or great

4 A lownin France, 1 Short hand-guns.

4 tions,
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tions, of declaring war by an Herald. Louis XIII. was
the laft who obferved that cuftom : he fent a Herald ac
arms to Bruffels, to declare war againft Spain, in 1635.
Nothing was then more common than to fee Priefts at
the head of armies. The Cardinal Infant, the Cardinal
of Savoy, Richelieu, La Valette, Scurdis Archbifhop of
Bourdeaux, Cardinal Theodore Trivulce, commander of
the Spanifh cavalry, had all worn the cuirafs, and ferved
perfonally themfelves. One of the Bithops of Mendes
had often been an Intendant of the army.
The Popes fometimes threatened thefe warlike Priefts
with excommunication. Pope Urban VIII. being of-
fended with France, fent a meflage to Cardinal de La Va-
lette, that if he did not lay down his arms, he would de-
prive him of his Cardinalthip; but being foon after re-
vonciled to France, he heaped benedicticns upon him.
The Ambaffadors, no lets minifters of peace than the
clergy, made no difficulty of ferving in the armies be-
longing to the allied powers to whom they were deputed,
Charpacé, Envoy from France to Holland, commanded
a regiment there, in the year 1637 ; and even fince, the
Ambaflador D’Eftradebore a colonel’scommiffionin their
fervice, "
France had not, in all, more than fourfcore thoufand
effeCtive troops on foot. Their marine, annihilated for
many ages, a little retrieved by Cardinal Richelieu, was
ruined again under the adminiftration of Mazarin.
Louis XIII. had not above forty-five millions folvent,
ordinary revenue ; but the filver was then at a currency
of twenty-fix livres the mark. Thefe forty-five mil-
lions amount to about eighty-five millions of this time,
“when the arbitrary eftimate of the filver mark is raifed
to forty-nine livres and a half; an exorbitant numerary
valuation, and which the public intereft and national
juttice thould forbid ever to be augmented.

. Commerce, which is now fpread fo univerfally, was
then confined to very few hands. The interior police of
the Kingdom was entirely negleted; an unerring proot’
of a bad:adminiftration. ~Cardinal Richelieu, taken up
with his own dignity, which was connected with that of
. ' Cs the
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the ftate, had begun to render France formidable abroad,
without having made "her flourithing at home. The .
public roads were neither repaired nor guarded; they -
were infcfted with highwaymen: the ftreets of Paris
were narrow, ill paved, offenfive with all manner of
filth, and continua.ly filled with robbers. By the Regif-
ters qf Parliament, we may fee, that the watch of that
city was then reduced to forty-five men, ill paid, and
little mindful of their duty.

Ever fince the death of Francis II. France had been
continuallv torn to pieces by faftions or civil wars,
The yoke had never been borne willingly of peaceably,
Thenobility werenurfedin confpiracies Plotting wasthen
the {cience of the Court, as thar of pleafing their Sove-
reign has been fince.

This fpirit of difcord and fa&ion had extended itfelf
from the Court even to the fmalleft towns, and infinua-
ted itfelf into every Community in the Kingdom. Every

thing was contefted, becaufe there was nothing fertled,
Therc was not a parifh in Paris which did not come
to blows; the proceflions fought with one another, for
the honour of their banners. The Canons of our’
I.ady were often feen in tumult with thofe of the Holy
Chapel: and on the day that Louis XiIl. placed his -
Kingdom under the proteétion of the Virgin Mary, the
Parhamcnt of Paris and the Court of Fxchcqucr fought
for precedence, in the very chapel of the faint they were
both met to fupplicate.
" Almott all the Communities were up in arms, and al-
molt every individual was poffefled with the madnefs of
duelling. This fpecies of Gothic b: arbarity, formerly en-
couraged by Kings themfelves, and then becomé the
charatteriftic of the nation, contributed fuil as much as
g:lc forcign and civil wars to depopulate the country.
¢ may with truth aver, that, in the courfe of twenty.
years, ten of which were fpentin war, more Frenchmen
fell by the hands of F renchmen, than by thofe ‘of their
nemies.

We fhall fay nothing here of the method by which arts

and fciences were culuvated ; that part of the hiftory of

our
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-our manners fhall be given in its proper place. We fhall

only remark. that the French nation was plunged in ig»
norance, without exception of thofe who thought them-
felves wifer than the vulgar.

They confulted aftrologers, and believel in them All
the Memoirs of that time, to begin with the Hittory of
the Prefident de Thou, are filled with predi¢tions. The
grave and fevere Duke de Sully fericufly records thofe
. that were foretold of Henry 1V. This creduity, the
moft infallible mark of ignorance,” was then fo much in
vogue, that they tock care to fecrete an aftroioger neat
Queen Anue of Auftria’s chamber, at the birth of
Louis X1V. ‘

What is difficult to be believed, but is neverthelefs
related by the Abbot Vittorio Siri, a crtemporary and
well informed writer, is, that Louis X[l was trom his
iatancy furnamed The 74/, necaufe he was born under Li-
éra, or the Sign of the Balance.

The fame weaknefs which broughr into fifhion that
abfurd chimera of judicial aftrology, gave credic alfo to
forcery, and notions of demcniaclzs. It became an ar-
ticle of religion. The prielts were for ever conjuring out
evil fpirits ; and the tribunals, compotfed of magiftrates
who ought to have becn more enlightened than the vul-
gar, were conftantly emploved in try-ng forcerers, The
meniory of Cardinal Richelicu will-for-ever be reproa. h-
ed with the deati of the famous Curate of Loudun, Ur-
ban Grandier, who- was cunde.nned to be bu-nt for a
magician, by a commiffion figned by the Council.  One
is fhocked to reflect, that the Minitter and the Judges
thould have becn fo weak as 't oelieve in the Devils of
Loudun, or {o creel as to condemn an inaocent man to
the flames *, It will ever be remembered with altonifh-

* The true reafon of Grandier's perfecution was hi- being *hought,
and perhaps ju:tly, the writer of a la npoon, intitled the Female Shoe-
maker of Loudun, in which the birth and family of Richelieu were ridi-
culed.” He was charged w th actromancy, and p.ffefling fome of the
Uy fuiine fifternood weth evil fpirits ; tried and conv ded on the tedti-
mony of the following Dewvils ; Afhtaroth, of the order of the Sera-
phim, and chief of the poffetfing demoas ; Eafas. Celfu-, Aca s, Ce-
don and Afinodeus, of the order of the Thrones; Alex, Zabulon,

Nephthalim,Cham, Uriel, and Acbas, of the order of Principalities h -—_
o Cs that



’

24 THE AGE DF LOUIS XIV.

mcnt, even by the lateit poﬁcnty, that the wife of the
Marfhal d’Ancre was burnt at the fake as a forcerefs ®.

We may yet fee, in a copy.of fome Regiftries of the
Chitelet, a procefs begun in 1601, about a horfe that
had been trained and managed by its induftrious maf-
ter, in fuch a manner as we may have fometimes {een ex-
amples of at a fau ; and they would willingly have burnt
both the horfe and its matter. -

This is fufficient to give a general idea of the fpirit
and manners of the age which prcceded that of
Louis XIV.

The grofs ignorance that was diffufed through all or-
ders of the ftate, introduced, even among the moft vir-
tuous and civilized, fuch fupcrﬁitious practices as re-
fefted a difgrace on rehigion. The Calvinifts, cons
founding the reafonable worfhip of the Catholics: with
the abufes they made of that worfhip, were but the more
confirmed in their hatred. againft our Church. To ouy
popular fuperttitions, often full of revelry, they oppo-
fed a rigid feverity and favagenefs of manners, the coma
mon charaéeriftic of almoft all reformers. Thus was
France degraded and rent afunder by the demor of party ;
and that fpirit of fociablenefs which now renders the
nation fo amiable and diftinguithed, was then abfolutely
unknown. There were no houfes where people of ge-

-nius might aflfemble to communicate their knowledge
to each otbcr ; na Academies ; no regular Theatres: in
fine, tne manfers, laws, arts, fociety, religion, pcace,
and war, were unlike all.that we have fince feen in that
era which is called Tbe Age of Louis XIV. .

that is, on the evidénce of the Uy, fulines, who fancied themfelves pof~
fefled by fuch infernal hierarchy. He was condemned to be burmt
alive, and was accordingly’ exccuted fuﬂ'ering thh refolution, a}ad
like a Chriftian,

Jutt as they were gomo to fet fire-to the ﬂake, a large humble-bee
chanced to fly aboat his.head ; upon ‘which a prieft, who was ftanding
by, declared it to be the’ Dev:l (name not rnenuoned) t‘xat was come
2o carry off the foul of Grandicr.

- ® She was accufed of having exercifed witchcraft againft Mary de
Medicis ; and bemg interrogated what fpecxesof forcery fhe had ufed
ﬂle rcphed tbﬂt ouly which great ﬁu/.r exerq/e over weak minds.
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C H A P IIL.

¥be Minority of Louis XIV. Vilories of the French under
’ the Great Condé, then Duke & Enguien.

"™ ARDINAL Richelieu and Louis XIII. happened

to die ; the one admired and hated, the other al-
réady forgotten. They left behind them to the French
nation, which was then full of diffenfion, a ftrong aver-
fion to the very name of Minifter, and but little refpeét
for the Throne. Louis XI1II. by his'will appointed a Re-
gency. This Monarch, who was but ill obeyed during
Eis life, flactered himfelf that he fhBuld be more re-
fpected after his death; but the firft ftep taken by his
widow, Anne of Auftria, was to obtain a decree of the
Parliament of Paris to annul the will of her hufband.
This body having been a long time in ‘oppofition to the
Court, and who, under Louis, had fcarcely fupported
the liberty of making remonftrances, cancelled the tefta-
ment of their Sovereign with the fame eafe that they
would have determined the caufe of a private citizen *.
‘Anne of Auftria appealed to this Court to obtain an un-
Jimited regency, becaufe Mary de Medicis had done the
fame, after the death of Henry IV ; and Mary de Me-
dicis had indeed fet the example, becaufe that any other
courfe would have been tedious and uncertain ; that the
Parliament, furrounded by her guards, could not refufe
her requeft ; and that an arret given by the Parliament

- and the Peers appeared to confirm her authority incon-

teftably. .
" The cuftom which gave the regency to the Queen:
mother, appeared then to the French a law almoft as

fundamental, as the one that precludes females from the

* Riencourt, in his Hiftory of Louis XIV. fays, that the will of
Louis XIII. was confirmed in Parliament. What deceived this Wri-
ter was, that Louis XIII. had, in reality, declared the Queen Regent,
which article was confirmed ; but he, had alfo limited her authority,
which part was cancelled.. :

[ S e z L
o \ Crown.
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Crown®. The Parliament of Paris having twice de-
termined this point, that is to fay, confirmed by its
drcrees alone this maternal right, feemed in  ffect to
have conferred the regency : it coniidered itfelf, and not
without fome apparent truth, as the tutor of Kings, and
each Counfellor thought himfelf a part of the fovereign-
ty. By the fame arret, Gafton, Duke of Orleans, broe
ther to the King, received the empty title of Lieutenant-
General of the Kingdom, under the commanding Re-
cnt.

£ Anneof Auftria was obliged, at firft, to continue the
war with her brother, Philip IV. whom fhe truly lov.
ed. It is difficult to {1y precifely, what occafioned that
war. They .emanded nazhing trom Spain, not even Na.
varre, which th:uld have been the patrimony of the
Kingsof France. They cont: nded from the year 1635,
becaufe Cardinal Richelicu chofe it; and moft probably
the reafon of his choofing it was, that it might render his
fervices neceflary. He made an alliance with Sweden
againft the Emnperor; and alfo with Duke Bernard de
Saxe-Weimar, one of thofe Generals whom the Ita-
haos ftiled Condotiieri, that is to fay, who fold their
troops. He alfo attacked the Auftrian.Spanifh branch,
in thofe Ten {'rovin.es that we in general call by the
name of Flanders; and he divided with the Dutch, who
were then our allies, that Flanders which had notbeen
conquered.

The ftrength of the war was on the fide of Flanders. .
The Spanifh troops iffucd from the frontiers of Hainaul
to the number of twenty-fix thoufand men, conduéted
bv an old experienced General, called Don Francifco de
Melos. They ravaged the frontiers of Champagne, at-
tacked Rocroi, and purpofed marching even to the gates
of Paris, as they had done eight years before. 1 heir
hopes were -animated by the death of Louis XIII. and.
the apparcnt weaknefs of the ftate from a minority ; and
when they found themfelves oppofed only by an army in-
ferior to them in numbers, and commanded by a young

" The Salique Law,“ : e
' man
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man of but one-and-twenty, they flattered themfelves
with certain fuccefs. ,

This inexperienced youth, whom they defpifed, was
Louis de Bourbon, then Duke d’Enguien, and fince
known by the title of the Great Condé.  Motft great ge-
nerals have become fo by degrees. This Prince was
born one ; the art of war feemed in him but a natural in-
Rinct. There was in Eurgpe only he, and the Swede
Torftenfon, whofe genius; at twenty years old, might
have difpenfed with experience *.

The Duke d’Enguien had received, with the ac-
count of the death of Louis XIII. orders not to hazard
a battle. The Marthal de ’Hofpital, who was appoint-
ed to condu& and advife him, feconded thefe. timid
orders, from his. great circumfpe&ion. The Prince
minded neither the Court nor the Marfhal ; he confided
his defign to none but Gaffion, the Major General, who
was worthy the honour of being confulted by him ; and
;hcy foon brought the Marfhal to think a battle necef-
ary.

{t is remarked, that the Prince having fetrled every
* thing the night before the battle, .flept fo
foundly, that they were obliged to awak-
en him for the engagement. The fame thing is told of
Alexander. It is natural that a young man, exhaufted
with the fatigue of preparations for fo great a day, fhould
fall into a heavy fleep ; it is likewife fo, that a genius
fuited to war, and acting without perturbation, fhould
retain enough of calmnefs to fuffer his body to repofe.

May 19, 1643,

® Torftenfon was page to Guftavus Adolphus in 1624. The King
being ready to attack a body of Lithuanians, in Livonia, and having
no Adjutant near him, difpatched Torftenfon with orders to a Ge-
neral Officer to take advantage of a movement which he had feen
made by the enemy. ‘orftenfon went. and returned ; in thé mean
time the enemy had changed their march. The King was diftreffed at
the order he had given, and Torftenfon faid to him, ¢ Sire, be pleafed
to pardon what I have done; but feeing the enemy had made adif-
- ferent movement, I gave adifferent order.” The King made no re-
ﬁly‘ but at night when the page attended him at table, he made him
fit down by him, and fup with him : he gave him an Epfigncy in the
nards, in a fortnight after a company, and at laft a regiment,
Torltenfon was one of the gpeateft Officers in Europe, Th '
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The Prince gained the battle, it may be fai, by him
felf ; by a quick glance of the eye, which ptonce favz
danger and refource, and by an aivity freel from. con-
tufion, which was directed opportunely to all quarters.
It was he who with a few cavalry attacked that Spa-
nith Infantry, till then invincible, as ftrong and clofe as
the fameus ancient Phalanx, and which opened with an
agility which the former was incapable of, in order to
difcharge cighteen cannon inclofed in the middle of it.
The Prince furrounded and attacked it three- times.
Scarcely had -he gained the vitory, when he forbad all
further flaughter. The Spanifh Officers threw them,
felves on their knees, to implore his protection againft
the fury of the victorious foldiery. The Duke d’En-
guien was as anxious for their fafety, as he had been for
the conqueft. : : A
The old Count de Fuentes, who commanded thag
Spanith Infantry, died pierced through. with wounds.
Condé, on being told of it, faid, * he fhould have with-
¢ ed to have fo died, had he not conquered.” _
The refpeét-with which Europe had been impreffed for
the Spanith tropps, now inclined towards the Frenchy
who had not, during an hundred years, gained fo cele-
brated a victory; for the bloody action of Marignan,
rather difputed than gained by Francis 1. againft
the Swifs, was as much won by the German
Black corps, as by the bravery of the French. The
battles alfo of. Pavia and St. Quintin were yet more
fatal to the hanour of France. Henry 1V. was o un~
fortunate as to gain no great advantages over any nation
but his own. %n the reign of Louis XIII. the Marfhal
de Guebriant had fome flight fucceffes, but they were
always counterbalanced by loffes. The battles which were
capable of fhaking empires, and that will reft for ever in
the memory of men, were only fought, in thofe-days,
by Guftavus Adolphus. - ‘
The action of Rocroi became the epocha of the glory.
of France, as well as that of the Prince of Condé. He
knew how to canquer, and to.make advantage of a vic-
tory. ~His leuers to the Court determined them gr} the
- : iege
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fiege ‘of Thionville, which Cardinal Richelieu had ne-
ver dared to attempt; and at the return of his Couriers,
every thing was already prepared for that expedition. -

The Prince of Condé marched acrofs .the enemy’s
country, deceived the vigilance of General ~ Aug.’8,
Beck, and at laft took poffeflion of Thion-  1643. :
ville.  From thence he haftened to lay fiege to Cirq, and
made himfelf mafterof it. He obliged the Germans to
repafs the Rhine, and immediately followed them. He
haftened to repair the defeats and lofles which the French
had fuftained on thefe frontiers, after the death of the
Marfhal de Guebriant. He found Fribourg taken, and
General Merci lying before its walls, with an army
much fuperior to his. Condé had with him two Mar-
fhals of France. The one was Grammont, and the other
Turenne, who had been made a Marfhal fome months
before, having ferved fuccefsfully in Piedmont, againft
Spain. >Twas there he laid the foundation of that ‘re-
nowned charalter, which he afterwards obrained.

The Prince, with thefe two Generals, attacked the
Camp .of Merci, which was intrenched on Aug. 31,
two eminences. The combat was repeat-  1644.
ed three times, on three different days. {t is faid, that
the Duke d’Enguien threw his Gereral’s flaft into’ the
enemy’s trenches, and marched to recover it, fword
in hand, at the head of the regiment of Conti. It re-
quired, perhaps, fuch an intrepid action as this to encou-
rage troops to fuch difficult -attacks.. This battle of
Fribourg, more bloody than decifive, was this Prince’s
fecond triumph. Merci decamped four days after.
Philipfbourg and Mayence having furrendered, were at
once both the proofs and the fruits of this victory.

The Duke d’Enguien returned to Paris, amidft the
acclamations of the people, and demanded fome token of
acknowledgement from the Court. \He left his army un-
der the command of the Prince Marthal de Turenne;
but this General, though very fuccefsful before, was now
beaten at Mariendal. The Prince. flies. to thie army, re-
affumes theitaff, and, to the glory of again  April,

commanding Turenne, adds that of retriev- 1645
o mnoc
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ing his defeat. He attacked Merci, in the plains of

Aug. 3, Norlingen, and gained a complete victory.
1645.  The Marfhal de Grammont was there taken
Rtl'ifoncr; but General Glen, who commanded under

erci,~was made captive at the fame time, and Merci
himfelf was numbered with the dead. This General,
cfteemed one of the ableft Captains, was interred near
the field of battle; and on his tomb was engraved, §ts
ViGor, Heroem calcas:  Stop, Traveller, thou treadeft
“ upon an Hero.”

“The fame of the Duke d’Enguien then eclipied every
o&. 5,  other name. He foon after befieged Dun-
1646, kirk, in the fight of the Spanifh army, and

was the firft who conquered that place for France.

So much fuccefs and fo many fervices procured him
rather more jealoufy than reward from the Court;-and
rendered him as much an objeét of fear to the Minifter,
as to the enemy. They removed him from the fcene of

.his conquefts and his glory, and fent him into Catalo-

-{mia, with troops very undifciplined, and as ill paid.

1647 He invefted Lerida, and was obliged to raife the

. fiege. They accufe him, in fome books, of too

much vain parade, in having opened the trenches to the

found of violins, not knowicg that it was then the cui-
tom of the Spaniards *. .

The flu&tuation of affairs foon obliged the Court to
recall Condé back to Flanders. The Archduke Leo-
pold, brother to the Emperor Ferdinand III. had laid
fiege to Lens in Artois. Condé, placed once more at
the head of thofe troops that had been ufed to conquer
under his command, led them diretly againft the Arch.
Duke. This was now the third time he had joined bat-
tle, againft the odds of fuperior numbers. The only mi-
litary oration he made ufe of, was this : ¢ My friends, re.
¢ member Rocroi, Fribourg,and Norlingen.” Thisation
of Lens compleated his glory. Turenne had the ho-
nour, on that day, to lend moft powerful affiftance to-
wards a victory that ferved in fome fort to humble him.

® Their inftrainent is rathet the Guaitar,

3 : But,
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But, perhaps, he never appeared fo great, as in fo.gal-
‘lantly feconding his rival in fame. '

‘He himfelf difengaged, ¥nd fupported the Marfhal
de Grammont, who was giving way with  Aug. 10,
the left wing; and took General Beck . 1648.
prifoner. The Arch-Duke, with the Count Fuenfal-
dagne, with difficulty efcaped by flight. The Spaniards
and the Imperialifts, which compofed this army, were
.difperfed ; they loft above a hundred pair of colours, and
thirty-eight pieces of cannon; which was a very confi-
derable article at that time. Three thoufand men fell in
thatattion, five thoufand were taken prifoners, the reft
all deferted ; {o that the Arch-Duke was left without an
army.

Thofe who would truly be inftructed, may remark,
that, fince the foundation of their monarchy, the French
had never gained, one after another, fo many bartles,
and fuch glorious ones, by the conduct of her generals,
and the bravery of her troops.

While the Prince of Condé, now properly fo called *, .
thus reckoned the years of his youth by the number of
his vitories; and the Duke of Orleans, brother to
Louis X111. had fo well fuftained the charac-  July
ter of a Son of Henry IV. andthe honour of:  1644.
France, by the conqueft of Gravelines, Courtray and -
Mardyke; the Vifcount Turenne had taken  Nov.
Landau, drove the Spaniards from Treves,  1644.
and re-cftablithed the Elector.

He likewife, in conjunétion with the Swedes, gained
the battle of Lavingen, as alfo thatof Sommer-  Now.
haufen; and drove the Duke of Bavaria, at  1647.
the age of near fourfcore, out of his territories. The
Count De Harcourt took Balaguier, and beat ¢ 45
the Spaniards. They alfo loft Portolongone ;
in Italy; and twentv fhips, with as many gallies of
France, which comprifed almoft the whole of the ma-
rine re-eftablithed by Richclieu, defeated the (¢, ¢
fleet of Spain, on the coaft of ltaly.

¢ His father dicd in 164,.6. '
: But
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. But this detail ends not here.  The arms of France

likewife invaded and conquered Lorrain, from the Duke
Charles IV. a warlike Prince, but unfteady, 1mprudent,
and unfortunate; who faw himfelf at the fame time de-
fpoiled of his dominions by France, and kept prifoner
by Spain. The allies of France prefled hard upon the
Auftrian power, both in the North, and in the South.
The Duke of Albuquerque, General of the Portuguefe,
won the battle of Badajoz, againft the Spaniards. Torf-

May, tenfon defeated the Imperial troops near Ta-

1644.  bor, and gained a compleat victory. The

Mar.  Prince of Orange, at the head.of the Dutch

1645.  forces, penetrated into Brabant.

The King of Spain, beatén on all fides, beheld Rou-

fillon and Catalonia in the hands of the

1647-  French. Naples having alfo revolted from
him, fubmitted itfelf to the Duke of Guife, the laft
Prince of that branch of a houfe fo fruitful in illuftrious
and dangerous men.

This perfon, who paffed but for a darmo adventurer,
becaufe he happened to be unfuccefsful in 1 his purfuits,
had at leaft the glory of hazarding himfelf fingly aboard a
fmall bark, of pafling through the whole Spanith ficet,
and dcfcndmg Naples, without any other fuccour than
his own perfonal bravery.

On confidering fo many misfortunes and loffes falles
upon the Houfe of Auftria, fo many repeaed victories
by the French, and feconded by the fucceffes of their al-
lies, one might well fuppofe, that Vienna and.- Madrid
only waited to be called upon to throw open their gates;
and that the Emperor and the King of Spain fhould be
almoft without an acre of territory.  And yet, five years
of glory, fcarcely interrupted by the leaft reverfe of for-
tune, produced but very few nvaterial advantages—
much bloodfhed, but no revolution. Nay, if any fuch
event was to be apprehended, it was rather for France
herfelf, who, in the midft of fo much apparent profpes
rity, was nearly brought to ruin. - .

_CHAP.
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CHAP 1V
The Civil War

PTVHE Queen, Anne of Auftria, abfolute Regent,

-had made Cardinal Mazarin the Mafter of France,

and of herfelf. He held over her that fort of domi-

nion, which an artful man may eafily exercife over a

~woman born with weaknefs enough to be governed, and
{ufficient obftinacy to perfift in her election.

We read, in fome Memoirs of thefe times, that the
Queen placed no confidence in Mazarin, but on the
infufficiency of Potier, Bithop of Beauvais, whom fhe had
at firft chofen for her Minifter. This Bifhop has been
defcribed as incapable of government. It is believed he
was fo, and that the Queen employed him, for a time,
merely as a fcreen, to avoid giving offence to.the nation,
by the choice of a fecond Cardinal, and a foreigner;
But a thing that cannot be believed, is, that Potier began-
his tranfient Miniftry, by declaring to the Dutch, thae
¢ ‘they muft conform to the Catholic religion, if they
¢« expeted to remain in the alliance of France.” He
fthould alfo have made the fame propoﬁtion tQ the
Swedes. '

" Almoft - all- the Hiftorians repeat this abfurdity, be.
caufe they had read it in fome Court Memoirs, and other
. trats of the Frondeurs. There are a number of arti-
cles, in thofe Memoirs, either mifreprefented .by pafs
fion, or related from popular reports. The Puerile
‘fhould not be cited, and the Abfurd ought not to be
credited. ’

It is very probable that Cardinal Mazarin was the Mi.
nifter defigned, for a long time, in the Queen’s mind, and
even while Louis XIII. was yet living. This cannot be
doubted, after reading the Memoirs of La Porte, firfg
. valet-de-chambire to Anne of Auftria. Interior perfong
about a Court, who are witneffes to all the interier of it,
often get at the knowledge of things,‘ that the Parlia.

Vag, L D o ment,
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ment, or even the heads of parties, know nothing of;
nor fometimes fo much as fufpect.

. Mazarin ufed his power with moderation at firft,
One muft live i intimacy with a Minifter, to be able
to delineate his charicer ; to fay what degree of courage,
or weaknefs, he had in his nature; and whether he was
an honeft man, .or a knave: fo that, without invef-
tigating what Mazarin was, we fhall content ourfelves
with only telling what he did,

He affeted, on the commencement of his elevation,
as much humility, as Richelieu had afflumed of haugh-
tinefs. Inftead of having himfelf attended by guards,
and appeamgng in public with a royal ftate, he went
abroad with the moft modeft train, and fthewed an affa-
bility, and remarkable condefcenfion, in every circum-
ftance where his predeceffor had behaved with infolence -
and inflexibility, The Queen endeavouréd to conciliate
his government and perfon, both to the people, and the
court, and fucceeded in her purpofe. Gafton, Duke of
Orleans, brother to Louis XIII. and the Prince of
Condé, fupported her power; and had no othef emula=
tion, but to ferve the State.

It required impofts to carry on the war againft Spain;
and the Emperor. The finances of France were, ever
fince the. death of Henry the Great, as ill condu&ted
as in Spain, and Germany. The Adminiftration was a
chaos; where the greateft ignorance reigneéd; and the
embezzlement of the public money was at the higheft.
But this depredation did not operate upon fuch confider-
able objetts, as in'the prefent age. The State was eight
times lefs in debt; they had not armies then of two
hundred thoufand men to maintain; no immenfe {ubfi-
dies to pay, nor any naval war to fuftain.

The revenues of the kingdom amounted; in the firft
years of the Regency, to near feventy-five millions cf
livres, of the then currency. This fum had been fuffici-
ent, if there had been any ceconomy in theMipifter. Butin
‘1646 and 1647, there was a neceffity of applying to new
tefources. TheSuperintendant, at that time, was a com-
mon peafant of Sienna, named Particclli Emeri; w‘l;;)fe‘

Y ; : uk
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foul washafer even than his bxrth and whofe pride and
Eroﬂxgacy taifed tlie indignation of the Kingdom againft
im.

This perfori contrived refources equally burdenfomc
and abfurd. He created the offices of Comptrollers of
Faggots, of fworn Salefmen of Hay, of King’s Counfel-
lors; Criers of Wine, and' alfo fold patents of nobility.
The revenue of the Hotel-de-Ville in Paris; amounted
then to only about eleven millions. They cut off fome
quarters from the renters, augmernted the fees of ad-
miffion, created feveral offices of Mafters of Requclts,
and withheld: about fourfcore thoufand crowns of the
falaries of the magiftrates.

It is eafy fo imagine how much the public fpirit re-
volted againft two -ltalians; come into I'rance without
any fortune; arid ehriched by the fpoils of the nation,
which afforded fuch a handle againft them. The Par-
. liament of Paris, the Maftets of Requefts, the other
. Courts, and the annuitants; raifed a clamour againft them.
In vain Mazarin removed his creature Etheri from the
~ poft of Supcrmtcndant, and barifhed him to one of his

eftates ; the nation continued outrageous that this man
fhould be mafter of a foot of lind in F rance; and held
Cardinal Mazarin in deteftation, although even at that
- Vety time he had concluded the giedt "bufinefs of the
Peacé of Munfter, " For it is worth remarking, that
this fmous treaty and the Barrxcadoes were in the fame
year; 1648.

- The civil wars commenced in Paris; as they did in

L.ondon, about a trifle.

- The Parliament of Paris poflefling the right of affent-

ing or diffenting upon all ediéts of tazes, warmly . 47
oppofed thefe new impofitions, and acquired
the confidenceé of the people; by thwarting and dif-
trefling the Minifter.

They did not begin by an infurreétion® a people are
provoked and - emboldened by degrees. The populace
might at. firft have betaken themfelves to arms, and
chofen a leader, as they did at Naples. But the Ma-

giltrates and Officérs of the Srate proceeded with more
D2 , deli-
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deliberation, and commenced with prcif:rving all bew
coming decorum, as far as the fpiric of party would
permit. T

Cardinal Mazarin thought that, in artfully dividing
the magiftrature, he thould prevent any further trouble;
but inflexibility was oppofed to fupplenefs. He fup-
prefled four years fine of all the Superior Courts, in
remitting to them the Paulette; that is to fay, an
exemption from the tax contrived by Paulet, under
Henry IV. for infuring the property of their pofts *:
This retrenchment was not a grievance, but it preferved
the four years tenure to the Parliament; and he
thought to difarm them by this favour.

The Parliament {corned this proffer, which would
have expofed them to the cenfure of preferring its own
intereft to that of the other affemblics. It therefore
made its arret of Union with the other Courts of Juftice.
Mazarin, who could never pronounce French well,
having faid that this decree of Ogmon was outrageous,
and having had it annulled in Council, the fingle word
Ognon rendered it ridiculous; and as men are not

apt to truckle to thofe they defpife, the Parliament

became thence more hardy. .

It demanded peremptorily that they thould difmifs all
the Intendants, confidered by the nation as extortioners,
and that they fhould abolifh that new fpecies of Ma-
giftracy inftituted under Louis XIII. without paffing
through the ufual forms. This was to foothe the
nation, as much as to pique the Cou-t. It determined,
that, according to the ancient laws, no citizen was to be
imprifoned, ‘without his natural judgs being advertifed
of it, within the {pace of twenty-four hours; and no-
thing appeared to be more juft. - ¢

The Parliament proceeded further: It abolifhed 'the
Nf?;gl:h King’s Attornies in their diftri¢ts to bring

informations againft them.

* A yearly ftipend paid to the Crown, by the Officers of Judicature,
or the Exchequer, to infure the {uccefion of their places to their
defcendants,

. ' o ) Thus

Intendants, by an arret, with orders to the
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Thus the refentment againft the Minifter, ftrengthened
. by the love of the public good, threatened the Court
with a revolution. The %Jecn gave way ; fhe offered
to abolith the Intendants, defiring only that fhe might
be permitted to continue three of them; but this was
refufed her. :

While thefe troubles were in agitation, the Prince of
‘Condé gained the famous victory of Lens, ., 4,
which confummated his glory. The King,  ;6,s.
who was then but about ten years of age, :
cried out upon this occafion, ¢ The Parliament will
“ forry at this news.” This expreflion makes it fuffi-
ciently appear that the Court at that time confidered the
Parliament of Paris but as a confpiracy of rebels.

The Cardinal and the Courtiers gave it no other ap-
pellation; but the more this body refented their being
deemed rebels, the more obftinate they continued.

The Queen and the Cardinal refolved to have three
of the moft faltious Magiftrates taken up; Novion
Blanc-ménil, Prefident 4 Mortier, as he is ftiled ; Char-
ton, Prefident of a Board of Inquefts; and Brouflt], an
‘old Counfellor, and Clerk of the Great Chamber. Thefe
were not chiefs of the male-contents, but their tools.
. Charton, a man of mean parts, was noted by the
nickname of I fay now, becaufe he began and concluded
all his fpeeches with thofe words. Brouflel had no-
thing to recommend him, but his grey hairs, his hatred
to the Minifter, and his cuftom of always exclaiming
againft the Court, upon every occafion whatfoever.
His confederates efteemed him 'not, but the rabble
idolized him. . - .

Inftead of carrying them off, privately, in the filence
of the night, the Cardinal thought go awe the people
by having them publicly arreﬁcd'i open day, while
Te Deum was finging at Notre-Dame, for the victory of
Lens, and the Swifs of the Chamber were carrying
into the church feventy-three pair of colours taken from
the enemy. This was, ineffe€t, what caufed the fub-
yerfion of the Kingdom.

' ' D3 Charton

.
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Charton flipt away, Blanc-ménil was taken without re-
fitance, but it was not fo eafy a matter to carry off
Brouflel. An old maid-fervant, fingly, on fecing heg’
mafter forced intp a coach by Commmgee, Lieutenant of
the 'life-guards, raifed a mok, which furrounded the
coach, and tore it open; but the French guards dif-
perfcd them, and the prifoner was condu&cd along the
high road to Sedan. His arréft, fo far from intinti
dating the: people, "inflamed aqd hardened them the
more. They fhut up the fhops, extended the greag
iron chains that were then placed at the entrance of the
principal fticets, and made other barricades; while-
four hundred thoufand voices cried ouf * Liperty and
Broufiel » ~

It is difficult to reconcile all the particulars related by
Cardinal de Retz, Madame de Motgeville, the Advo-
cate General. Talon, and many others; but thcy all
agree in thé principal articles. During the night that
fuccccded this commotion, the Qucen ordercd about
two thoufand men of the trocps cantoned at fome
leagues from Faris, to guard the King’s houfe. The
Chancellor Seguier had gone before to the Parliament,
preceded by a Lleutcnant and Guards * , to annul all
their arréts, and even, as was then faid; to p*ohtbxt
that affembly. \

But that very night thc Faction had affembled together
at the Coadjutor’s 1, and every thing was prepared to
put the citizens in arms. The populace ftopped the
Chancellor’s coach, and overturned ir. He with dif-
ficulty made his elcape, w1th‘ his daughter.in-law, the
Duchefs of Sully, who oblitinately auompamed him
on that occafion. He retreated in diforder into
the Hotel de Luines, Prcﬂcd and mfu ted by the-
mob. The Lieutenant of the Police came to con-
du& him to the Palais Royal, efcorted. by two com-
panies of the Swifs Guards, and a Getachment of the

« The word is Hogueton, which ﬁgmﬁee a partxcular fort of fol-
diery, fo calléd from their uniform j fomething rctembnng our Bat~ '
tle-axe Guards, called Becf-eaters,

+ Caidinal de Retz.

: Gens .
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Gens d’armes.: The populace fired upon them, killed
fome, and wounded the Duchefs of Sully in the arm.

Two hundred barricadoes were inftantly formed, and
extended to within an hundred paces of the . ¢
Palais Royal. All the foldiers, after-feeing ,§;8, '
fome of their party fall, drew back, and be-
came quiet {pectators of the fray. "The Parliament in ¢
body marched on foot to the Queen, through the bar.
ricadoes, which were opened to them, and demandec
the difcharge of their imprifoned members. Th
Queen was obliged to releafe them, and by that ver)
ftep encouraged the Fattion to Further outrages.

The Cardinal de Retz boafted that he alone hac
armed all Paris on that day, which was diftinguithe
by the name of the Barricadoes, and was the-fecond o
this kind. This fingular perfon was the firft Bithop ii
France that ever raifed a civil war, without making
religion even a pretence for it. He has given a de
fcnptxon of himfelf 1n his Memoirs, which are writtel
in an elevated ftile, with an impetuofity of genius, an
.an mequall;y, whxch forms a lively 1magc of his ow!
charatter, He was a man who immerfed in an excefs o
debauchery, and then labouring under the natura
effeéts of it, harangued the people, and became thei
demagogue. Hé prcachcd up faction and fedition. H
had been, at the age of twenty-three, the principal in
confpiracy againft Cardinal Richelieu’s life. He was th
~ contriver of the Barricadoes, hurried the Parliamen
into cabals, and the people into fedition. What ap
. ars the moft extraordinary, is, that the Parliament, a

his inftigation, fet up their ftandard againft the Court
before they had acquu'cd the aid of any Prince, foreig
or domettic.

“This-affembly had been for a long time confidered i
different lights, by the Court and by the people. * If on
was to take the decifion of the Court, and all our M
nifters, the Parliament of Paris was merely a chambe
of juftice, erected to determine caufes between plainti
and defendant. It held its power at the fole will an

s D4 - pleafur
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pleafure of the Crown. Tt had no other claim to ptia _
eminence, before the other Parliaments of ‘the King-
dom, than that of its antiquity, and a more confider-
able jurifdi®ion. It was not the Court of Peers,. byt
becaufe the Court refided at Paris, It had no more
right to make remonftrances, than the other affemblies ;
and even this right was only a matter of pure grace and
indulgence, It had fucceeded, indeed, to thofe Parlia-
ments which formerly reprefented the ‘French nation ;
but it retained of thofe ancient affemblies nothing but
the name alone, And as an irrefragable proof of this, the
Srates-General were fubftituted in the place of the
aflemblies of the nation ; and the prefent Parliament of
Paris no more refembled thofe that were held under opr
£t Kings, than a Conful of Smyrna, or Aleppo, can
be compared to a Conful of ancient Rome. ~ '

. This fole miftake of the name was the pretence
affumed by a body of ambitious Lawyers, wha, having
bought their offices, would challenge to themfelves the
power of the conquerors of the Gauls, and the nobles
who derived fiefs from the Crown, This bady had ever.
made an ill ufe of the privileges which muft neceffarily
be indulged to a tribunal always fuhfifting in a capital
city. It publifhed an arrét ot exilement once againft
Charles VII s it inftituted a criminal procefs againft
Henry II1.; and had at all times oppofed, as much as in
its power, the fovereign authority ; and under the mino-
rity of Louis XIV. and the moft gentle of governments,
with the moft indulgent of Queens, it would commence
a civil war with its Prince, after the example of the
Parliament of England; which at that time held its
King a prifoner, and afterwards took off his head.
Thefe were the opinions and. the converfations of the
cabinet. B o :

But the Citizens of Paris, and all who wore, or were
dependant op, the L.ong Robe, regarded the Parliament
asa more augult body 3 which had ever rendered juttice,
with a moft - refpetable, integrity ; that had nothing
in ‘view, but the good of the State, and purfued that
point, at the peril of its own exiftence; that bounded
. A! v : . 4 R L its‘
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“§ts ambition to the glory of reftraining that of the fa-
vourite ; and which had ever held the balince even,
between the Prince and people :- fo that without ftaying
to inquire into the origin of its rights or powers, they
imputed to it rights the moft facred, and powers the
moft inconteftable, when they faw it fuftain the caufe of
the public againft obnoxious Minifters. They fliled it
¢ The Father of the State;” and made no difference
between that claim which derived the Crown to their
Kings, and that which authorized the Parliament to
reftrain their power. :

‘Between thefe two extremes, 2 juft medium was dif-

ficult to bedetermined ; for, in truth, there was no law
y[?ll acknowledged, but that of the time, ar occafion.
nder a ftrong government, the Parliament was weak ;
but under a - feeble King, it afflumed a vigour; and
at this time might be juftly applied what Monfieur
de Guimené faid, when this Body complained under
Louis XIII. that the deputies of the Nobles were fuf-
fered to have precedence of it, ¢ Gentlemen, you will
$¢ take the lead, under a Minority.”

We fhall not here repeat all that has been wricten
about thefe troubles, nor tranfcribe volumes to lay be-
fore the Reader fo many -details of tranfations, which,

" ghough then matters interefting and important, are at
prefent fcarcely remembered. But we ought to relate
whatever may ferve to fhew the charatter of  the
Nation, and pay lefs attention to what is ufual in all
civil wars, Lﬁan to what diftinguifhed that of La

-~ Fronde.

Two powers eftablified to preferve peace in the
nation, a Parliament of Paris and an Archbifhop, hav-
ing hegun the commation, the people very. naturally
. concluded their own infurretion to be authorifed. The
- Queen could nor appear in public without being in-
fulted. They called her nothing but Dame Anne; or, if
any title was annexed to that appellation, it was only
on¢ of reproach. They with rancour charged her with
fadrificing the Nation to her partiality for Mazarin ;
gad, what was flill more mortifying, the heard fongs and

' ballads,
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ballads, which are ftill remembered as monuments of
wit and malice, roared out in the ftreets, publifhing the
fufpicions -they affeted to have of her chaftity. Ma-
dame de Motteville faid, with her noble and fincere
sajveté, that ¢ thefe infolences gave the Queen con-
« cern, and raifed her compaffion for the deceived citi-
¢ zens,” , c
She fled from Paris with her children, her Minifter,
Jan.6,  the Duke of Orleans brother of Louis
1649. XII1. and the Great Condé himfelf, to St,
Germain’s, where almoft the whole Court lay upon
ftraw. They were reduced to pawn the jewels of the
Crown. The King often wanted common neceffaries.
The Pages of the Queen’s Chamber were difcharged,
becaufe it was not in her power to maintain them. At
that time the Aunt of Louis XIV, daughter of Henry
the Great, ahd wife to the King of England, then.a
fugitive ‘in Paris, was reduced to the extremes of
poverty 5 and her daughter, afterwards married ta
the brother of Louis X1V, was often obliged to con-
tinue in bed, for want of fire.to fit by ; while the peo-.
ple of Paris, infatuated with their phrenzy, paid not
the leatt' attention to the diftrefles of fo many royal
perfonages.

Anne of Auftria, whofe wit, accomplifhments, and
goodnefs, have been fo much extolled, was hardly ever
in France but unhappy : along time treated as criminal
by her hufband, and perfecuted by Cardinal Richelieu,
fhe bad her papers feized at Val-de-Grace, and was obliged
to fign a confeflion in full Council, of her having been
guilty.againft the honaur of the King her hufband. When
fhe was delivered of Louis X1V. the King refufed to
falute her, though it was the cuftom, on fuch occafions;
and this affront affcéted her health fo much, that it en-
dangered her life.  Finally, in her regency, after having
heaped favours upon all fupplicants that applied to her,
fhe faw herfelf driven from ihe capital, by a fickle and
furious populace. She and her fifter-in-law, the Queen
of England, were both of them memorable exanjples
of the reverfe of fortune, which even crowned heads

‘arg
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e not exempt from ; and her mother-in- law, Mary de
ﬁlcdlcxs was even {till more unhappy. ‘

The Queen, with tears in her eyes, intreated Ce
Prince of Condé to take upon him the charge of being
the King’s protector,  The conqueror of Rocroi, of
Fribourg, of Lens, and of Norlingen, could not counter-
act fuch fignal fervices. He was flattered with the ho-
nour of defending a Court that’ he thought ungrateful,
againft the Fronde, which fought his fupport The Par-
liament had then the Great Condé to contend with, and
yet were determined to hazard the war.

The Prince of Conti, brother to the Great Condé,
cqually envious and ‘ingapable of rivalling him; the -
Duke of Longuevnlle, the Duke of Beauforc, the Duke
of Bouillon; wrought upon by the turbulent 4pirit of
sthe Coadlutor, and fond of change, flattering themfelves
1o raife their grandeur uponthe ruins of the State, and.to
amake the blind rage of the Parliament ferve the private
‘purpofes of their party, went and tendered their affift-
ance to the League. A General was appointed in the
Great Chamber tq an army they had not on foot; and
,every individual fet a tax on himielf to levy troops.
There had been twenty additional Councillors of the
PRarliament created by Cardinal Richelieu; but the ret
of that body, from a poornefs of -fpirit common to all
- popular aflemblies, feemed ftill to perfecute his memo-
ry, through them. They treated .them with contempt,
affe&ed not to confider them as members of the fame bo-
dy, and impofed a fine upon each of" them, of fifteen
thoufand livres, towards carrying on the:war agamﬂ: the
Crown, and to purchafc peace for themfelvcs from the

fratcrmty

The Great Chamber, the Court of Inquefts, the Court
of Requefts, the Court of Exchequer, and the Court of
Aids,which had all exclaimed againft the common flight
and nieceflury taxes, and above all, againit the augmenta-
tion of the Tariff*, which did not exceed two hundred
' thoufand livres, raucd themfelves a fum of ten millions,

* A book of rates, in which the dutics payable on imports and ex-
pom are fet down,
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of our prefent currency, for the fubverfion of their.
country. An arret was made to authorize the feizing on
F%. 15, - any cath belonging to the partifans of the

1649 Court, where-ever it could be found. They
got by this means to the amount of about twelve hundred
thoufand of our livres. - They raifed twelve thoufand

. men by an arret of Parliament. Every Gate-way *fur-
nithed a man and horfe.  This corps was called the Ca-
valry of the Gates. The Coadjutor had a regiment of
his own, which was named the Corinthian regiment, be-
caufe he was titular Archbithop of Corinth.

JWithout the names of the King of France, of the
Great Condé, of the capital of the kingdom, this war of
the Fronde would have been as ridiculous as that of
the Barberini. They could not tell why they had ta-
ken uparms. The Prince of Condé befieged five hun-
dred: thoufand citizens with only eight thoufand men.
‘The Parifians took the field, adorned with feathers and
ribbands. Their evolutions were the jeft of the difci-

lined troops. They would take flight upon {eeing two
£undrcd of the royal forces in a body together. Every
thing that related to them was turned into ridicule. The
regimentof Corinth having been beaten by a handful of
men, that defeat was called The firt Epiftle to the Corin-
thians. '

Thofe twenty Counfellors who had been obliged to
..., fubfcribe fifteen milliens of livres each, received no other
honour than the being called the Twenty Fifteens. -
The Duke of Beaufort-Vendéme, grandfon to Hen-
ry IV. the idol of the people, and the jnftrument made
ufe of to put them into commotion, a Prince of great
popularity, but {fmall talents, was publickly the obje&
of the Court railleries, and even of the Fronde itfelf.
They never mentioned him but under the appellation
of King of the Mosb. A ball having given him a
contufion on his arm, he called it a confufion.
The Duchefs of Nemours fays, in her Memoirs,. that
- the Prince of Condé prefented to the Queen a little

® Porte-Cocheére.

h.“ma‘
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hump-backed dwarf, armed cap-a-pié. * Bchold,” faid
he, ¢ the generalifimo of the Parifian army!” This
piece of contempt wgs pointed at his brother, the Prince
of Conti, who was ‘Crook-backed, and had been chofen
General by theFrondeurs. However, this fame Condé
was himfelf afterwards General of the very fame troops;
and Madame de Nemours adds, that he faid the hiftory
. of this war fhould only be written in Doggerel *.

"Fhe city troops that ufed to march out of Paris, and
come back always beaten, were received on their return
with hooting and laughter. They never repaired all
thefe little checks in any other way than by couplets
and epigrams. Taverns' and brothels were the tents
where they held their councils of: war, in the midft of'

_ jefting, finging, and all manner of diffolute revelry.
Their licentioufnefs was fo unbounded, that, one night,
the principal Officers of the Fronde, having met the
Holy Sacrament carrying through the ftreets to a per-
fon they fufpeted to be Cardinal Mazarin, drove the
proceflion back again, with the flats of  their {words.

+ And once feeing the Coadjutor, Archbithop of Paris,
come and take his feat in Parliament, with a dagger-in-
his pocket, the handle of which was perceived, they cried

» out, ¢ Behold our good Archbifhop’s breviary !”?

A herald at arms was fent to St. Antony’s ..
gate, .accompanied by a gentleman in ordinary of -
the King’s chamber, to offer propofitions. The Parlia-
ment would not fuffer him to enter, though they ad-
mitted into the Great Chamber, an envoy from the Arch-
duke Leopold, who was then at war with France. |

In the midft of all thefe troubles, the nobles affembled

* themfelves in a body, at the Auguftines, appointed their
refidents, and publickly held their fefflions. One would
ave concluded, that this was in order to reform the

Kingdom, and to convene the ftates-general ; butit was
all on account of a ftool, that the Quecn had conceded

® Ratler very luckily'hit off, and happily executed, this thought,
in his Hudibras, in burlefquing a cotemporary war of the fame
fort in England,

to
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to. Madame de Pons*. Nothing furely could be 4 -
ftronger inftance of that lightnefs of character which the
Prench are generally charged with.

The civil ftrife which laid England wafté exaftly af
the fame time, ferved fufficiently to fhew the different
chata&ters of the two nations. The Englifh,. in their
diffenfions, maniféfted a fanguinary animofity, and -a
well-direted rage. They fought defperate battles, and-
the fword decided every thing. They erected fcaffolds for
the conquered; and their King being taken prifoner;
was brought before a court of juftice, interrogated con-
cerning the abufe which he was charged with having
made of his power, condemned to lofe his head, and ex=
ecuted before the eyes of his people, with as much or-
Feb. g, der, and the fame formalities of juftice, as
16491. Would have-been obferved in the cafe of any

. common individual who had beer capitally
fentenced. Notwithftanding fuch horrible commotionsy
London . remained perfectly exempt from any of the
calamities incident to a civil war. ’

The French, on the contrary, hurried thenifelves in<-
to fedition, threugh .caprice and wantonnefs. Women
were at the head of faltions, and gallantry formed and
diffolved cabals. The Duchefs of Longueville engaged
Turenne, created a Marfhal juft before, fo make the
army he commanded for the King revolt from its al-
legiance. ; ' o

This was the fame army which-the fammious Duke of
Saxe-Weimar had raifed. It was commanded, after his
death, by Count d’Erlach, of an ancient family in the
Canton of Berne, It was this Count d’Erlach'who gavé
thefe troops to France; and fecured to her the poffeffion
of Alface. The Vifcount Turenne endeavoured to bring

® Tl granting a tabouret, ot flool, is the permitting a perfon the
honour of fitting in the Royal Prefence. 1t may be fuppofed that this
Council was held in order to difpute the precedency thereby granted.
4 This event happened on the 3oth of Janugry, in that year. An
Hiftorian may miftake a fa&, from the contrariety of relations ; but
* Voltaire is inexcufable for miftaking a dafe, which any Englith Al-
minack might have afcertained, - ‘ : -
: him
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him over, and then Alface woulcf have been loft to
Louis XIV. ; but he was pot to be feduced, and preferv-
ed the Weimarian force®' fteady to their engagements.
He was even commiflioned by Cardinal Mazarin to ar-
. reft the Vifcount. ) .

. That great man, unfaithful then through weaknefs,
was obliged to fly like a fugitive from an army of which
he was General, in compliance to a woman who flight-
ed his paffion; and became, from General to the King
of France, Lieutenant to Don Eftevan de Gamarre, with
whom he was beaten at.Rethel, by Marfhal du Pleffis-
Praflin. _

* Every one knows the billet of the Marfhal d’Hoc-
quincourt to the Duchefs of Monbatzon: ¢ Peronne is
¢ at the fervice of the faireft of the fair;” and the
couplet is alfo remembered, written by the Duke de la
Rochefoucault for the Duchefs of Longueville, when
he received, at the battle of St. Antoine, a mufket-thot
which deprived him of his fight for fome time :

To win her heart, -and gain fo rich a prize,
I war with Kings, and would affault the fkies,

There is a letter preferved in the Memoirs of Mademoi-
felle*, written by Gafton Duke of Orleans her father,
the addrefs of which is, ¢ To Mefdames of the Marfhal-
¢ lefles de Camp, in the army of my daughter againft
¢ Mazarin.” ’

"~ The war was concluded and renewed feveral times;
and thare was hardly any perfon engaged in it, who did
not often change fides. The Prince of Condé, having
brought back the Court in triumph to Paris, amufed
himfelf with making a jeft of thofe he had fo ably de-
fended ; and finding that his glory and fervices were not
proportionably rewarded, began to turn Mazarin in-
to ridicule, to infult the Queen, and brave the Govern-
ment he defpifed. He is faid to have addrefled a billet
to the Cardinal, all’ illuftriffimo Signore Faquino®; and
to have faid to him one day, leaving the room, « Adieu,
 Mars!” Heencouraged a Marquisof Jarfay to makelove

® Montpenfier. ° 4 To the moft illuftrious Scoundrel.
o . to
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to the Queen, and.refented her being offended at it He
leagued with the Prince of Conti, his brother, and the
Duke of Longueville, who had®ieferted the caufe of the
Fronde. They had called the party of the Duke of
Beayfort, at the commencement of the rezency, the Im-
portants; and they called that of the Prince of Condé,
the Petits-maitres, becaufe they aimed at becoming maf-
ters of the State. There remain, at prefent, hardly any
remembrances of all thofe troubles, but this name of
Petit-maitre, now generally given to our young, unedu-
cated gentry, and the appellation of Frondeurs, whichis
applied to all male-contents againft Government.

They employed on both fides, the bafeft and.moft
fhocking artifices. Joly, a Counfellor of the Chatelet, .
and afterwards Secretary to Cardinal de Retz, took it
into his head to make an ingcifion in his arm, and let off
a piftol in his chariot, in order to pretend that the Court

. had attempted to affaflinate him. .

Some days after, to divide the party of the Prince of
Condé and the Frondeurs, and render them irreconcile-
able, a thot was fired at the carriage of the Prince of
Condé, which killed one of his footmep. This was call-

"ed a Foliad impreved. Whofe contrivance was this 7 Was
it the device of Cardinal. Mazarin? He was ftrongly
fufpeled of it. Cardinal de Retz, the Duke of Beau-
fort, and old Brouffel, were charged with it, in full Par-
liament, and acquitted. '

All parties abufed, negotiated with, and betrayed each
ather, by turns. -Every perfon of importance, or who

. aimed at being fo, was in hopes of raifing his fortune
upon the ruins of thé Public, while the Public-Gaod
was in every body’s mouth. Gafton was jealous of the
glory of the Great Condé¢, and of the influence of Maza-
rin. Condé neither Joved or efteemed either of them.
The Coadjutor of the Archbifhopric of Paris wanted to’
be made a Cardinal, by the:nomination of the Queen
and he then devoted himfié r, to obtain this foreign
dignity, which procured him /no alitherity, though. it
prought a confiderable revenue, Such

’ %
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Such was then the force of prejudice, that the Prince
‘of Conti, brother to the Great Condé, would alfo cover
this princely head with thefame red hat; and fuch waslikg-
wife the power of intrigue, that an Abbé, without the
pretenfions either of birth or mérit, whofe name was La
Riviere, difputed this Roman hat with a Prince. But
neither 'of them obtained it: the Prince, becaufe he was
defpifed ; La Riviére, becatife they made a jeit of his am-
bition: fo that the Coadjutor carried it from them
both, by facrificing the Prince of Condé to the refent-
ments of the Queen. e

Thefe refentments had no other foundation than the.
Telf-intérefted quarrels between-Condé and Mazarin, No
crime of ftate could be charged agamft . ,
Condé; however, he and his brothet Conti, 12227 15,
with their brother-in-law Longueville, were ser
- arrefted at the Louvre, without any manner of proeefs
or legal form, but folely becaufe Mazarin was afraid’
of him, This proceeding was atually contrary to all
law; but fone of the pariies troubled their heads, at
that time, about fuch a punétilio. :

- The Cardinal, in order to entrap the Princes, made
ufe of one of his political fineffes. It was preteiided that
the Frondeurs had a defigh to affaffinate the Prince of
Condé: Mazarin made him believe, that hé was about
arrefting one of the confpirators who fhould become evi-
dence againft themy and that it was neceffary his High-
nefs fhould fign an -order to the Gens-d’armes of the
Guard, to furround the Louvre. Thus did the Great
Condé himfelf cértify the warrant for his own détention.
One cannot have a ftronger inftance that politics often
confifts in falfehood, and the fkill is to detect the de-
ceiver. , . :

The Prince of Condé might have governed the State,
if he would only have condefcended to ufe the addrefs of
rendering himfelf agreeable ; but he chofe only to be ad-
miréd. The people of Paris, who had fet up their bar-
ricadoés for an old doating lawyer, lighted up bonfires
when the Defender and Hero ot France was carried off

to the Caftle of Vincennes.
Vou. I, . E ‘What
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‘What fhews how -much appearances are apt to deceive,
is, that this imprifonment ofthefe three Princes, which
" might be expected to have thrown their Fattion into a le-
1649. thargy, was what roufed it the more. The Prin-
, cefs of Condeé, the mother, though exiled, remaine
ed ftill in Paris, and prefented a remonftrance to the
Parliament ; and the Prince of Condé’s wife, after many
perils baving taken refuge in the City of Bourdeaux,
aided by the Dukes of Bouillon and Rochefoucauls,
made that City rife, and armed Spain in her caufe.

Al France re-demianded the Great Condé; and if he
had juft then appeared, the Court would have been mn-
done. Gourville, who from a {imple valet-de-chambre
to the Duke of Rochefoucault, was become a man of
“confequence, from his charafler of a prudent daring,
had formed a plart for delivering the Princes from their
confinement. ~ One of the perfons engaged in this plot,
had the folly te confefs himfelf to a Prieft of the Fronde,
and this unworthy Prieft told thé fecret to the Coadju.
tor, who was then anenemy to the Great Condé. Thus
the enterprize failed, by the revealing a ‘Confeffion ;
which, however, was a common breach of confidence,
in thofe unhappy times. :

One may {ee, ini the Memoirs of the Counfellor of
State Lenet, more curious than known, how much
power, in thofe times of unbounded licentioufnefs, ‘of
trouble, of . iniquity, and even of impiety, the Prefts
had over the minds of the people. He relates, that in
Burgundy, the Dean of the Holy Chapél, attached to
the Prince of Condé, offered his fervices to bring all the
Preachers to harangue in his favour from their pulpits,
and to make all the Priefts ufe their arts in the article
of Confeflions. :
. To give an'example of the manners of the times, the
fame Writer tells us, that when the wife of the Great
Condé took refuge in Bourdeaux, the Dukes of Bouil-
lon_and Rochefoucault marched before her, at'the head
of a troop of young men of fathion, exclaiming, *Long
¢ live Condé!”_adding fome obfcene expreflions againik

’ .o . ..:.. Mazarip,

MR

- s armw




THE AGE OF LQUIS V. st

Mazarin, and calling out to her to repeat the exclama.
tion. . : :
A year after, thefe fame Frondeurs, who had fold the
Great Condé, and the other Princes, to the timid re-
venge of Mazarin, forced the Queen to open their pri-
fon, and banifh her Minifter oucof the King- =~ -
dom. Mazarin went himfelf to-Havre, where hl% b
they were confined,to fet them atliberty,.and = ' >
was received by them-with the contempt which he had
reafon .to have expetted ; after which he retirgd to Licge.
Condé returped to Paris, amidft the acclamations of the
very .people who had before hated him fo much, . His
prefence renewed -the cabals, the diffenfions, and the
murders, _ ‘ : ‘

The nation remained in -this ftate-of confufion for
fome years longer. The Gavernment emploved no mea-
fures but fuch as.were fgeble .and irrefolute, and ap-
peared to be in a very.ynftable condition; but then . the
revolters were not more firmly united among themfelves ;
which was. all that faved the Court. The Coadjutor,
fometimes friend, and fometimes enemy, to the Prince
of Condé, raifed a'party in the Parliament, and among
the people, againft him. He dared, at the fame time, to
ferve the Queen, by appofing the Prince; and to provoke
her, by forcing her to drive Cardinal Mazarin farther
from France, who retired to Cologne. -

The Queen, by a contradiction very common to weak
Governments, was obliged to receive his fervices and his
affronts.at the fame time; and to name to the Cardinal.
ate that very Coadjutor who had raifed the barricadoes,
and had conftrained. the Royal Family to fly from their
capigal, -and then befiege it.

Ea' CHAP,
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CHAP V.

A Continuation of the Civil War, to the End of the
Rebellion in 1654. .

T length the Ptince of Condé refolved upon a war,
~which he fhould have commenced at the time of
.the Fronde, if he aimed at becoming mafter of the State ;
or have never undertaken, if he had been a good fub-
je&. Heleft Paris, and went to ftir up Guienne, Poi-
tou and Anjou, and to folicit againft France the power
of Spain, to which he had been fo lately 2 moft formi-
dable enemy. . .
Nothing can more ftrongly mark the madnefs of the
times, and the fortuitoufnefs which then govermed moft
of the events, than what happened to this Prince, joft at’
that crifis. The Queen fent an exprefs after him from
Paris, with fuch propofals as would have induced him
to return and lay down hisarms. Fhe Courier made a-
miftake, and inftead of going to Angerville, where the
Prince was, he went to Augerville; fo that the letter
came to hand too late. Condé faid, that had he re-
ceived it fooner, he would have accepted the propofition
of peace ; but having by that time got at fuch a diftance
from Paris, it was not worth the trouble of returiing.
Thus did the blunder of a Courier, and the mere caprice
-of the Prince, replunge France into a civil war again. .
Upon this occafion, the Cardinal, who from the ex-
tremity of his exile-at Cologne had ftill governed the
Court, re-entered the Kingdom, not like a Minifter
coming to re-affume his poft, but rather as a
Sovereign who was come to re-take the pof-
feflion of his dominions ; for he was attended
by a fmall army of about feven thoufand men, levied at
his own expence ; or it might be faid, rather at that of
France with the public money, which he had made p1i-
vate property of. '
It was told the King in a proclamation upon that oc-
cafion, that the Cardinal had really levied thefe foreesy
. at

Pecember,
1651,
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at his own coft ; which contradifs the ‘affertions of thofe
who have written, that oa his leaving the Kingdom, he
was not mafter of a fund to yield him neceflary fupport.

He made Marfhal Hocquincourt General of, his lit-
tle army. All the Officers ware -gveen {carfs, the colour
of the Cardinal’s livery. Each party was diftinguifhed
by its.fcarf. The King’s was-white, -and the Prince of
Conde’s Jfabelle®. 1t was matter of furprize that Car-
dinal- Mazarin, who had, till then, affeGted fo much
modefty, fhould prefume to make an army wear his Ji-
very, as if he had a diftin¢t interelt in the State from his
mafter. . But he could pot refift the vain temptation.
This was the very thing that had been donebefore, by
the Marfhal D’Ancre, and which did not a lit'1é contri--
bute to his ruin. But the fame infolence fucceeded with.
the Cardipal. The Queen approved it, and the King,’
then of age, -attended by his brother, went. forth to
meet him, . L

On the firt account of his return,..Gafton, Duke of
Orleans, brother to Louis XIII. who had demanded the.
banifhment of Magarin, raifed troops in Paris, without-
knowing how to employ-them, ' The Pasliament renew=-
ed its arréts, outlawed the Cardinal, and-. offered ‘a re-
ward for his head. The records were fearch- CL
<d, to fee what price was fixed on the head. p °-°°g‘§’.’"‘ :

1 e 1651,

of an enemy to the Kingdom ; and it being
found, that in the reign of Charles IX: the fum of fifty -
thoufand crowns had been voted in Parliament, to whom-
{oever fhould bring in Admira] Coligny I alive or-d@ad;:
it was thought proper, by way of afting according ta:
precedent, to proffer the fame recompence to any one
who would affaflinate the Cardinal Prime Miniftey.

This proclamation, however, did not tempt any one -
to earn thefe ‘fifty thoufand crownss-and which, if they

.#.'The Ifabelle colour ie a-fort of light bay, - -~ - A
" ;t In his thirteenth year. The Kings of Fx_-ance are allowed of age
. f‘ﬂi}}c}ime was turning Proteftant ;. indwt‘}‘xe‘;.per&éinion' he .

fuffered on that account, forced him, in-felf-defence, to take part
with the Huguenots. . .He efcaped from this proclamation, but after-
wards was one of the viQims at the maffacre of St. Bartholomew.

Ez had,
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had, would never lrave been paid. In any ether nation,
or at any other time, fuch a biribe would have found an
aflaffin; but it ferved then only as a fubjeét for mirth and
ridicule. . The Blots and the Marignys,” wits and jo-
. kers of thofe days, whoweré gay and idle enough to
laugh and fport™ if¥ thé midt of tumults and difcord,
pofted up in Piris an advertifement offering the fum of
a hundred and fifty thoufand: crowns, to be divided in
fuch and fuch proportions; fo- mucl for cutting off
the Cardinal’s riofe, {6-much fér an éar, fo much foran
eye, fo much for rendeting himan eunuch, &e.
This piece of ridicule was thé only effe produced by
 the profcription againft the perfon of the Minifter ; but
his moveables and his library were cenfifcated, by a fe-
cond arrét; and the money arifing from the fale, and de-
figned to go in aid: of the affaflinating fee, was embez-
aled. by the receivers, as was that of all the taxes levied:
at that time. : ,
" Ebe Cardinaly ori his part, employed -neither pbifon
nor dffaffination dgainft his-enemies ; and notwithftanding
the malignity and madnefs-of fo. many parties and anmi-
mofities, they committed not fuch enormous crimes, the
principals were. lefs.cruel, and the people lefs furious,
than in the tic of the Lieague-; for this was not areli-’
grouswar® - . (- ‘ o
- " The ftranige: ftupidity thae predaminated at
Recembers  that time; poffeffed: the' whiole -body of the
Saels Parliamént of Paris' fo much, that after hav-
ing formally procldimed an affaflination which every
body laughed at, i¢-made an arrét; by which feveral of
their Counfellors were ordered to proceed towards the
frontiers, to take meafyrés againft the army of Cardinal
Maaarin, that is; te oppefe tii¢ Royal forces.
Two of .thefe Counfellors weir€ inconfiderate enough
to calle¢t together a number of perfants, and break down

® This is the manner of Valtaire. Such difingenuous farcafm runs
through all his writihgs, apdn this fabjed”. He affe@s to impute the
comman frailties, vices and cofruptions of trren; to the principle merely
protended for their altidtis. ‘The Inquifition, ‘for inflance, is not 3

religions, bat a polisieal mftitatian; - : '
fome
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fome of the bridges, over which the Cardinal wa¢ pre-
paring to pafs. One of them, named Bitaut, was im-
mediately taken prifoner by the King’s troops, releafed
through indulgence, and made the jeft of all pérties.

. In the mean.time the King being then of age, diffolved
the Parliament at Paris, and transferred it to '
Pontoife. Forty of the Members who were ™% 652.
attached to the Court, obeyed the mandate, o
but the reft refufed to fubmit. Behold now two Parlia-
ments in the fame body, who, to compleat the confufion
of the times, iffued arréts againft one another, as in the
times of Henry IV, and of ‘Charles VI.-- -

At the fame time that this body proceeded to extremi-
ies againft’ the King’s- Minifter, they declared the
Prince of Condé guilty of high-treafon, who had only
taken arms againft that very Minifter ; and from the moft
tinaccountable abfurdity imaginable, but the belief of
which all their former proceedings may juftify, it ordered
the new-raifed troops of Gafton, Duke of Orleans, to
march againft Mazarin, and at the fame time forbad a
thilling to be iffued out of the public treafury to main-
tain them, = o o

Nothing better-was ta be expeéted from a fet of Magif-
trates, who, acting out of their {phere, and ignorant ei-
ther of their rights, of their powers, and of all matters
both of "politics or wat, affembled themfelves and de-
cided every thing in tumult; declaring frequently on the
fide of parties that they had not even thought of the day’
before; and at which they were themfclves aftonifhed,
immediately after. . :

" The Parliament of Bourdeaux tdok part, at this time,
with the Prince of Condé; but it preferved a more uni-
form conduét: becaufe, from its being further removed
from the Court, it was lefs embroiled with ¢ontending
faltions. But more confiderable objects now began‘to
intereft all'France. e s

Condé having confederated with the Spaniards, took
the field againft the King; and Turenne having quitted
thofe fame Spaniards with whom he had been'beaten at
Rethel, 'had reconciled himfelf to the Court, and again

E 4 commanded
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commanded the royal army. The narrownefs of cheis
. finances permitted neither of the parties to fupport large,
armies, but fmall ones no lefs decided the fate of the
Kingdom. There are times when a hundred ioufand,
men may not be able to take one or two towns; and
there are others, when a battle ‘between {éven or eight,
thoufand fhall overthrow ‘or eftablith 2 Throne.

Louis XIV. nurfed in adverfity, with his mother, his,
brother, and Cardinal Mazarin, wandered from Province
to Province, having hardly mgre troops attcndmg hxm,
than he ufed afterwards to have, ¢ven 1o times of peacc,
for his fole guard ; while five-or fix thoufand men, part
Spanith troops, and the reft fevied by the partxfans of
the Prince of Condé, purfued him into the very heart of
his own Kingdom,

The Prince of Condé, in the mean txmc, rnarched from
Bourdeaux to Montauban, took the towns in his way,
and every where increafed his ftrength, ~

All the hopes ‘of the Court were placed, on “Turenne;,
The royal army was_ftationed at Gien upon the Loire,
"The traops of the Prince of Cpndé were encamped with-
in a few miles of it, under the command of the Duke of
Nemours, and the Duke of Beaufort. _ The diffenfions
between thefe two Generals had like to ‘have provcd fa.
tal to the Prince’s party. The Duke of Beaufort was.

“incapable of -any military command; and. the ‘Duke of’
Nemours was efteeméd rather as an amlablc man, and a
gallam foldier, than as an_expert oﬁiccr fo that between
them - they very near ruined the- army. The foldiers
knew that the Great Condé was at a hundred rhiles dif-
tance, and were fallen into dcxpaxr, when, at mxdmgbt
a Couyrier arrived in the Foreft of Orleéans, and prefentcd
himfelf before the advanced guird.’ The tentinels ‘at
once dlfcovercd this Courier fo be the Prince of Condé& .
in perfon, who had come “poft from Agen, in dlfgm{c,
through many pcrxls, to put hlmfclt at thc hcad of his
arm

I—fxs appearance did much “and his unhoped arrival

had a ftill better effe@. = He knew that whatever is fud-

den and uncxp;&cd is apt w0 tranfport us. Hc pmﬁted
: A on
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enthe inftant of the confidence and the fpirit which his
grefence-had infpired.” The diftinguifhing talent of this
Prince in war, was the forming promptly the moft daring
refolves,- and the executing them with as- much conduct
asvigour., .- T 7 S

The royal army "was divided into two bo-
dies. Condé engagéd the corps that was poft-
ed’at Blenau, commanded by Marfhal d’Hoc-

quincourt, apd this corps was routed

April'7,
1652,
_almoft as foon as
attacked. Turense could pot be apprized of it, Cardi-
nal Mazarin, ina terror, fled, to Gien, in the middle of.
the pight, to awaken the, King, who was in bed, and
acquaipt him with the ill news. " His little Court ‘were .
thiown into confternation. They, propofed ‘to fave the
King by flight, and to conduét him. privately to Bour-
ges. . The Prince of Cond¢,: vitorieus, approached
o Gien,  and augmented fheir- dread and defpair.
urénne raifed their” ipirits’ by his intrepidity,. and
faved thc Court by his admiraple conduct. "He Ration-
ed thie few troops he had Teft, with fo much generalfhip,
and made Tuch advaritage of the ground and. the time,
that he’ P‘reVpﬁtcd.C,qhdé from further profiting of his
fuccefs: ' Itwas difficulc then to determine which of the
‘two dcquired the greateft Jonour 3 Condé by.the vitto-
ty,.0r TLurenne in _dcgriﬁng’, him’of the fruits of ir.,
It i§ ttue, that!in this battle of Blena"u,"iﬁldngfgmods
in France, thefe weré not above four hundred men flain ;
bat the Prince of Condé was not the lefs near the pomt of’
rendering himfelf mafter of all the Royal Family, and
getting his enemy Cardinal Mazarin'in his power, . . Gne,
cin hardly recollect an‘iiiftance of greager interefts, or a,
more preffing danger, dépendent o fo inconfiderablean
attion. : . : ,
* Condé, who did 'not flatter’ himfelf to furprife. Tu-.
* renng, as he had done Hocquincourr, fer forward with
Ris'army towards Paris." ¢ hafteried tothat city; there
to enjay his glory, and to_avail himfelf of the favousable
difpofitions of an infatuated people.. The admiration the
peoplewereftrack with,onaccountoef. thislaftengagement,-
she -particulars of which were cxaggerated ; the hatred,

~

.

<&
1 they.
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they bore to Mazarin ; with the fame and prefence of the
Great-Condé, feenred, for a time, to render him abfo-
lute' mafter of the capital. But in fa& all their
minds were divided; ‘and each party was fubdivided into
factions ; which is generally the cafe in all domeftic
troubles *, ' ’ _
The Coadjutor de Retz, now a Cardinal, and recon-
ciled, though only in appearance, to the Court, which
feared him, and in which he had no confidence, was ne
longer a demagogue of the people, nor bore a principal
ﬁa?cirn their aﬁ'gmblics. [-lpcc gvér_ncd the Dul?c of Sr-
Yeans; and oppofed Condé. The Parliament fluétuated
between the Coutt; the Duke of Otleans, and the Prince,
though the whole * popular clampur was unanimous
againft Mazarin. '-Each of the parfics privately attended
to its own intereft ; and the people were a boir(‘cfous fea,
whofe waves were driven different ways by fo many
contrary winds. The thrine of St. Genevieve was carri-
¢d in proceflion through the ftreets of Paris, to obtain
the expulfion of Cardinal Mazariri; and the cominon
people were as confident of her working this miracle for
theny, as they were that the wéuld caufeit torainf.
Nothing was talked of but segotiationis bétwéen the
chicfs of the parties, ‘deputations from the Pirlianment,
affemblies of the Chambers, feditions among the popu-
Jace, and the country in military array. They mounted
guard at the gates of the monafteries. The Prince had
called in the Spaniards to his aid. = Charles IV, Duke
of Lorrain, who had been driven out of his dominions,
and whofe only remaining property was an army of
eight thoufand men, which he annually hired out to the
King of Spain, marched thefe troops to Faris. Bug
Cardinal Mazarin gave him better pay: to return again,
than the Prince of Condé had been able to'give him for
coming; and the Duke of Lorrain confequently’ foon

< It muftalways be fo'; for in inteftine commotions, a nation can-
not be united by one commen intereft, as they are, when a foreign
enemy becomes the obje@. - S
: + 'ﬁhis Saintefs is 3lways invoked in France, upon occafions of grest:
€rought. N i
quitted
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quitted France, ravaging the country in His route, and
carrying off the pay of ‘both parties. ~ - - - -
" Condé now remained in Paris, with a -decfeafing
. power, and an army fill more weak,” TFu- - July v6¢2
tenne conducted the King and his Court ™ - y 152
towards the capital. The King, then ffteen ytars old,’
was a {pectator, from thehill of Charonne; of the hattle
of St. Antony *, in which thefé two generals, with only
handfuls of troops, performed fuch ¢xploits; that the
feputation of each, before-thought incapable-of increafe,
became augmented by them, -~ - - -7 - 0
-The Prince of €ondé, with a few Lords of his party,
and a fmall ‘number of {oldiers, fuftained and repuifed
- the charge of the whole-royal -army.~ The King and'
Mazarin' viewed' the a&ion from an éminence. The
Puke of Orleans, uncertain' what fide ‘to declare for,’
kept himfelf quiet in his Palace of ‘Luxemburg, Car-
dinal de Retz remeined cafitoned in kis diocefe, The
Parliament: waited che iffu¢ of the battle, to'know what
arréts to make, The Queen in tears wds on” her knees
i the Carmelite Chapel. - The people; who then equally
feared the troops of the-King and of ‘the’Prince, had
fhut' up the gates of the‘city, and would not fuffer a:
fingle perfon to enter or go out, while the greateft*per-
fonages of France were furioufly engaged in battle againft:
each other, and fhedding their blood in the fitburbs. ' Tt
was there that the Duke of Rochefaucaule, foiliufttious
for his wit and bravery, received a wound over his eyes;”
which deprived him of fight for fome time.- A ne-
phew of Cardinal Mazarin’s was killed in the action,
and the peoplé confidered this as fome revenge. It
was a fhocking fight to. fee numbers of "young men of
rank and fafhion carried off killed or wourded, to St,
Antony’s Gate, ‘and refufed entrance. - .. - - -
At length Mademotifelle +, the daughter of Gafton,

taking part with Condé, 'which her father was afraid to

® One of the gates of Paris, in the fubyrbs of which this battle

was fought.- = . .- oo . . :
& Pe Montpenficr,

. do, .
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do, ordered the -Gate to be opened to the wounded, and
had the rathnefs to order the cannon of the Baftile to be
fired . upon the King’s troops. The royal army was
obiiged to retire: Condé gained nothing but glory;
but‘?\dademoi{cfla loft herfelt for ever,. in the affe&ions
of the King her coufin, by the outrageoufnefs of this -
adtion ; ‘and Cardinal Mazarin, who knew the ambition
of that Princels to efpoufe a crowned head, faid then,
“ Thofe cannon bave killed her bufband.”

The.generality of Hiftorians” here make a difplay to
their readers of nothing but battles, and great cha:s of
courage, or policy, performed in the field, or the Cabi-
net; bur thofe who. know what fhameful fhifts were
reforted -to, i what milery the whole people were in-.
volved,. and to what inean praitices, the- principals
themfelves were reduced,. muft refle@t on the heroes of°
that time with more compaflion than admiration. '

One may be able to form a judgment of thefe dif-
trefles, gven from a few particulars confeffed by Gour-
ville ®, who was attached to the Prince of Condé. He
acknowledges. that he himfelf, in the exigences of the
caufe, was ohliged to embezzle a fum of money he had
received for. another purpofe 5 and that he feized a Col-
le&or of the Poft-tax in' his own houfe, and made him
pay aranfom. Hef{peaks of fuch matters as meer things
of courfe in thofe unhappy ‘times. '

" The pound of bread was then fold in Paris at the
price of twenty-four of our fous+. The people fuf-.
fered ; there were not alms fufficient for the poor ; and.
many of the Provincgs felt a famine,

Could any thing be more fhocking than what paffed
during this war before Bourdeavx ? A gentleman was’
taken by the royal forces, and they cutoff hjs head on
the inftant. ' The Duke of. Rochefqucaplt made imme-’
diate reprifal, by hanging up a gentleman; prifoner, of
the King’s party : and yet this fame Duke of Roche-.
foucault paffed for a great philofopher. But the horror

¢ In his Memoirs, 4 Afou'is ;i%my.

.Q‘f'
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of fuch a2&ions was qualified, on “confidering the great
interefts of the party chiefs *. S ,

But, at the fame time, - could ‘there be-any thing more
ridiculous than to behold the Great Condé kifs the fhrine
of St. Geneviéve, in a proceffion, rub -his rofary
againft it, dnd‘then hold-it up to the people ? And does
not fuch mummery fhew how much your heroes are
obiged to condefcend and court the mob + ? '

Neither decency nor decorum were preferved, either
in their words or aétions. Omer Talon relates §, that
he heard fome of the Counfellors, in their Parliamentary
debates, * fpeaking of the Cardinal Prime Minifter,
call him a fcoundrel. One of the Members, named

uatre Sous, openly abufed the Prince of Condé, in
full Parliament. Nor did they ftop here. They ufed
to kick and cuffeach other, in. the very Court of Seffions.

They came -to blows in the Chapel of Notre-Dame,
on a difpute abeut precedency between the Prefident of
the Inquefts and the Dean - of the Great Chamber, in
1644 ; and the women of the populace were fuffered,
in 1645, to get within the bar of the Court, begging
on their knees that the Parliament might be made to
tefcind the new taxes then impofed.

" Such diforder and confufion, of every kind, conti.’
nued from 1644 ’till the year 1653 ; beginning at firft
without tumule, .but eading, at laft, in a general fedi-
tion, from one end of the Kingdom to the other.

The Great Condé: forgot himfelf fo far, as to ftrike
the Count de Rieux, fon to the Pririce d’Elbeuf,
at the Duke of Orleans’ ; which was not the
way to regain the hearts of the Pariftans. The Count
de Rieux returned the blow to the viGtor of Rocroi,
* ® i The juftice of the caufe is Toft in tlte magnitude of the obje&,”
faid a modern great Law Lord, in am argument upon the American
war. . Palitical and religious maxims differ, it feems. ¢ Thoun
¢¢ fhalt-not do evil, even though-good fhould come of it.” _ -

1 This was not the charater that was given of this Prince, a few
pages before, ¢ The Prince of Condé might have governed the
¢ State, if he would only have condefcended to uofe the addrefs of
*¢ rendering himfelf agreeable; but he chofe only to be admired.”
See Page o, laft-paragraph. : o

.t In his Memours. C v ’ )

1652.
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of F ribmirg,.af Neslingen, and.of Lens. ‘This ft
affair endéd in nothing. Monficur * fent the fon of the
Duke d*Elbeuf \to the Baftilg, for 3 few days, and there
1be matter refted.

The quarrel between the Duke of Beapfort and the
Duke .of :Nemours, his brother-in-law, was a more
ferious bufinefs. They.fought a duel, with four feconds
on each fide. The Duke Nemours was killed by the
Duke of Beaufort ; .and the Marquis de Villars, firnamed
Orandates, who fecanded Nemours, killed his antagonift
Heéricourt, whom he had never feen before,

There was not even the fhadaw of _]uﬁ:lcc in-thofe
times. Duels were frequent, depredations centinual,
and debaucheries pratifed in the moft barefaced manner,
but, .in the midft of all thefe diforders, there fill fub-
fifted a gaiety, which rendered them lefs difmal.

After the bloody, but ineffe€ual, battle of St. An.
tony, the King could not enter Parxs, and the Prineg
could not long remain there. A popularinfurredtion,
and the maffacreof feveral of the citizens, of which he
was fuppofed to be the author, rendered him odious to
the people. ‘However, he ‘had ftill his faction in the
Parliament. That body, little awed then by a vagrang
Court, driven.as it were from its capital, overpowered

“by the cabals of the Duke of Orleans, and of the
Prmce, appmntcd by an arrét the Duke of Orleans
. Lieutcnant-General of the ngdom, theugh
.the King was in his majority, This was the
fame title they had given to the Duke of
Mayenne, in .the time of the League. The Prince of
Condé .was alfo declared .Generalifimo of the armies,
(;I‘ he two Pacliaments of Paris and Pontoife, contefting
ach other’s authority, ifluing arréts againft each other,
and by fuch confufion rendering themfelves the gon.
tempt of .the nation, agreed however in one point, the
calling_aloud for the expulfion of Mazarin ; fo much theé
hatred conceived againft that Minifter, feemed then to
be mﬁmmnchmn.\f ‘

* ‘The Duke of Orleans, fo fliled, as *tis the title of the ng of -
France‘s brother, which he was to Louis XIII,

3 ‘ Al

July 20,
" 1652,
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. Al rties, at this. time, were weak ; that of the
Court as much.fo as thereft; monéyand men were
deficient to themall; factions however fittmultiphieds
andtheir battles produced on excirfide only Tofles and
segrets. _ The Court found itfelf, at.laft, under the ne-
ceflity of facrificing Mazarin_once .more, who wag
desmcd by the public voice the caule of thefe troubles,
h "h%?as\ € pretence. e
Kingdo Jecond time ; i Aug. 12
reproach.of this meafure in the Court, thé King, e
in_the wery refcript of his banifhment, pub-
licly commended his fervices, a@w_hmh
" Charles I. King of England,” Toft his head upon 2
fcaffold, for having, -at the commencement of :histsou-
bles, facrificed the life of his friend Strafford po his
Parliament. Louis XIV. on the contrary, became the
. peaceable mafter of his Kingdom, by fuffering -the -
banifhment of Mazarin : fo that the fame weaknef{s-had
‘very different effeéts. The King of England, by aban-
doning his favoufite, emboldened a .peopleswho were
impatient for war, and who hased Kings. W .
or rather the Queen-mother, in banithiag the Cardinal,
" took-away all pretence for revolt, from a people tired of

the'war, and who were fand of royalty. :

, W@&quuillm the
place.of hyﬁz;w_tfgjﬁe_m‘y@agf of. 10,
Paris, from their own fr ion, fentade- 16'5:0-'
putation -to the mﬁ%inw "
his capital. Wntry; and
cvery thing appear peaceable, that it was -hardly

to be imagined that a few days before every thing-
ad been in confufion.

Gafkon d'Orleans, unhappy in his enterprizes, which
he never new how to condué&t, was exied to Blois,
wherg he pafled .the remainder of his life in repeptance,
He was the fecond fon of Henry the Great who lived
" aad.died without much glery *. -Curdinal de Retz, per-

® M. Voltaire feems a little to forget himfelf here. He §:we avery
different charater of this perfonage, before;- in thefewords: -« The
%. Dubke of Orleans, brother to Louis XIII. had fo well fuftained the

¢ charaller
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haps as indifcreet as daring and ambitious, was arrelted
at the Louvre; and after being carried from prifon td
prifon, Ted a long time a vagabond life; which 'he
finithed, at length, in arefrear, where he acquired thofe
virtues, which his a&ive fpmt had kept him a ftrangef
to, during the agitations of his fortune.

Some of the: Counfellors who had been the greatef
delinquents_in their adminiftration; were only punithed
with exile; others refirained thcmfclveq within the bufi-
nefs of their employs ; and fome of the reft were brought
back to their duty, by an annual ftipend of five Hundred
crowns, which Fouquet, Procurator-Genetal, and Supen
intendant of the Finances, paid them pnvatcly
- The Prince of Condé, however, forfaken in F rancé
by all his partifans, and but ill affifted by Spain, con:
tinued an unhappy war on the frontiers of Champagne:.
Some faltions ftill fubfifted in Bourdeaux; but they
were foon after appeafed. ~

This calm in the Kingdom'’ was an effe& of the banifh:
Marcp, PN -of Cardinal Mazarin'; notwithftanding
6ea”  Which, fcarce was he exiled by the general out-

033 ey £ all France;-amd by a mandate-from-the
King, when Louis T callmas
aﬁomm perfet
tranquility, and with as much power as ever. Louis
X1V, received him like a father, and the people as 4
Mafter. An cntertainment was made for him at the
Hotel- dc-Vllle, in the midft of the acclamations of
the citizens ; and he threw money to the populace. But
they fay, that in the midft of his joy upon this happy
reverfe of fortune, he marked a contempt for our in:
conftancy. The Parliament, which had fo lately pros
claimed a reward for his head, as if *he had been an out-
lawed robber, now ftrove who theuld be foremoft t6
folicit his Patronage ; and that very Parliament; imme:

« charalter of a fon of Henry 1V. and the honour of France, by

¢ his conqneft of Gravelmes, Courtray, and - Mndykc »  See

Page 31. ‘ .-

. Memom of Gourvﬂle. . A
: . diately
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liagely after, condemned the Prince of Condé
to death, for contumacy * Such changes are Ma:gh 27
frequent in fuch times as thofe ; but the more 53
humiliating ta the Judges themfelves, as they are obliged
.to. cenfure fo feverely the very perfon, of whofe treafon
they were themfelves equally fharers and abettors.

The Cardinal, who urged this fentence againft Condé,
.married one of his nieces to the Prince of Conti, his
.brother ; which fufficiently proved that this Mjpifter’s
power was without controul.

The King reunited the Parliaments of Paris and-efl
Pontoife; and prohibi allemblies of the Cham-

: m;Thc\@T%‘%%W.
. fcllqum%(otgg%vumm_cﬁjﬁ
:The Parliament became mufe, and things began to weay
a pew face throughoir. | ”
_ e .

CH A P VI

Tbe State of France until the Death of Cardinal Mazarin,
- e iw 1661, e -

=
WHILE the State had been fo divided withip,

. it was attacked and enfeebled from
-without. All the fruits of the battles of
“Rocroi,. of Lens, and of WNorlingen, were laft. The
important town of Dunkirk was retaken by the Spa,
niards ; they drove the Frepch out of Barcelopa, and
recovered Cafal in ltaly.

However, nocwithftanding the tumults of a domeftig
war, and the heavy weight of a foreign one, o
Cardinal Mazarin had the addrefs and good 5

- fortune to eonclude the famous peace of Weftphalia 4,
by which the Emperor and the Fmpire fold to the Kiqg
and Crown of France the fovercignty of Alfacg for

16571,

" * AlLaw t.e_rm for nop-sppearance fo anfiyer a charge, on a legal
fammons. ' §
4 Called’a]fo that of Munfter,

Yoi, I, F ' - . three
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three millions of livres, payable to the Archdike;
that is to fay, for about fix millions of our prefcm
currency.

By this treaty, which became the groundwork of all
future ones, a new Eleftorate was created for the
Houfe of Bavaria. The rights of all the Princes and
the Imperial Cities, with the privileges of the leffer
claffes, were therein afcertained and confirmed. The
powereof the Emperor was reftrained within narrow
bounds, and the French, in conjun&ion with the Swedes,
became the legiflators of the Empire.

This glory to France was, at leaft in part, owing to
‘the arms of Sweden. Guftavus-Adolphus had- firft
fhaken the Empire, and his Generals ftill purfued the
blow, under the reign of his daughter Chrittina. Her
General Wrangel was on the point of entering Au-
ftria ; Count Konigfmark was in poffeflion of one-half
of Prague, and was belieging the other, when this
peace was concluded. To~bring the Emperor to fuch
terms, coft France only about a million a year fubﬁdy to
+Sweden.

Sweden llkcwxfe gained by thefc treaties much greater
advantages than France. She got poffeflionof Pomerania,
.and many other places, befides a confiderable fum™ of
money. She obliged the Emperor to cede to the Luthe-
rans, the patronage of feveral benefices that were for-
merly in the poffeflion of Roman Catholics. Rome
exclaimed againft fuch a piece of facrilege, faying that
- the caufe of God was betrayed ; while the Proteftants
boafted that the peace was fanctified by ftripping the -
Papli’cs Their own interefts naturaily determine the
opinions of men.

. Spain declined being a party in this peace, -and for
~very political reafons: for ‘feeing France involved in
" civil wars, the -Spanith Minifter hoped to derive fome
advantages from the divifions of -the Kingdom. The
German forces being difbanded, became a new refource
to Spain. The Empcror, fince the peace of Munlter,
had marched near thirty thoufand men into Flanders, in
~about four years time, This was a violation-of the
. - 3 treaty,
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treaty. But fuch compa&s are rarely more faithfully
obferved. : _

The Spanifh Minifters had the prudence, on the com-
mencement of the negotiations of Weftphalia, to ftrike
up a feparate peace with Holland.. The Spanifh Mo-
narchy was wife enough, at laft, to confider no longer
as enemies, and to acknowledge for fovereigns, thofe
very people, whom it had for fo long a time trgated as
rebels, and unworthy of pardon; and thofe Xepubli-
can States increafed their riches, and contirmed their
tranquility and_grandeur, by coming into terms with
Spain, without falling out with France. ‘

They became fo powerful, thatiina war they engaged in

fome time after with England, they had atfea . .
a hundred fhips of the line; and the vi&ory 53
_was frequently doubtful between the Englifh Admiral
Blake and the Dutch Admiral Van Tromp, who were at
fea, what Condé and Turenne were at land. France,
at that time, had not ten veffels that could mount fifty
guns fit to be fent out of their harbour ; and her ma-
rine was declining daily. %

Louis XIV. found himfelf, in 1653, abfolutg'mafter
of a Kingdom ftill tottering with the convulfions
it had fuftained; labouring under diforders in every
~ branch of the Adminiftration, but with great refources
in itfelf; having no ally, except Savoy, to affit in
an offenfive war, but having no longer any foreign
enemy except Spain, which was at that time in a weaker
condition than France. All the French who had been
altive in the civil wars had fubmitted, except the
Prince of Condé, and a few of his partifans ; one or
two of whom continued faithful to him through friend-
thip, or greatnefs of foul, as the Counts of Coligni and
Bouteville ; and the reft, becaufe the Court did not think
them worth purchaling at their own price,

Condé, become General of the Spanifh forees, found
himfelf unable to recryit an army, which he had him-
felf rendered weak, by the ruin of their infantry, in
the actions of Rocroi and Lens. He led on newsraifed
troops, which he had not time to train, againft the ve-

F 2 teran
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teran regiments of France, which he had tauglit to
conquer under him, and which were now headed by

“‘Furenne.

The fate of Turenne and of Condé was, to' be always
fuccefsful, when they foughtat the head of the French

“troops; and- to -be beaten,- when they commanded - the
“Spanifh forces: Turenne barely faved' the remains
“of the_Spanith ‘army at the battle of Rethel, when,
“from being General to the King of France,’ he con-
‘defcended to become Licutenant to a Spanifli General *,
“‘The Prince of Condé had the fame ill fortune, before

© 1654

Arras.

- “The Archduke and he laid fiege to that city. Tu-

. ~renne befieged them in their camp, and forced
AU 25, their lines. The troops of the Archduke
were put to flight. Condé, with only two
regiments of French-and Lorrainers, {uftained alone the

efforts of Turenne and his army-; and while the Arch-

- duke fled; defeated the Marfhal & Hocquincourt, re-

pulfed-the'Marfhal de la Ferté, and retired in a manner
viQorious, by covering the retreat- of the beaten Spa-

“niards. The King of Spain wrote a-billet, upon that

occafion, ‘in thefe words : ¢ 1 have learned that every
« rthing was ‘loft, but that you have recovered all

* ¢ again.”

It is hard to fay what the good or ill fuccefs of battles
is owing to. But it.is certain that Cendé was one of
the moft eminent genius’s in war that ever appeared,

- and that -the Archduke and his Council oppofed every

meafure; that-day, that was propofed by Condé.

" 7Arras relieved; the Spanith lines foreed, and the

I

Archduke’ put to flight, crowned Turenne with glory ;
but ’tis worthy of notice, that in-the letter written in

‘the King’s name to-the Parliament 4+, on occafion of

this vi&tory, the intire fuceefs-of the campaign was im-

:puted‘to Cardinal Mazarin, and the name of Turenne
" not even mentioned in it. The Cardinal, ’tis true, had

* Don Eftevan de Gamarra. .
t Dated from Yincenngs, September 11, 31654,
- * been
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been pofted {ome leagues from ‘Arras with the King,-
and had alfo been in the camp at the fiege of Stenai,-
which Turenne carried, in his march to the relief of.
Arras, There had likewife been fome councils of war.
held in his prefence. Upon thefe pretences, he chal-
lenged to himfelf all the honour of the events ; but the
vanity of thefe pretenfions brought upon him fuch a
weight of ridicule, as all the power of his miniftry
~was not {ufficient to fupport him under.

The King was not at the action of Arras, though
he might have been prefent. He had been in the
trenches before Stenai; but Cardinal Mazarin would
not {uffer him further to expofe his perfon, on which
the fafety of the State, and the power of the Minifter,
fo much depended.

(" Mazarin; on one fide, abfolute mafter of France, and

f of the young King ; and on the other, Don Lewis de
| Haro, who govcrncd Spain and Philip IV. continued,

) under the names of their refpeétive fovereigns, this war,
which was but feebly fupported. The name of Louis
XIV. was not yet much {poken of in the world, and
the King of Spain was never fo much as mentioned.
There was at that time only one fovereign in Europe
that had any perfonal charaéter. This was Chriftina,
Queen of Sweden, who' governed alone, and fuftained
he honour of a throne which was neglected, dlfgraced
or unknown, in every other State.

Charles 1i. King of England, a fugitive in France,
with his mother and brother, there amufed his misfor-
tunes and his hopes. A private individual had fub-
dued England, Scotland, and Ireland. Cromwell, an
W’* had taken the Title of

rotector, and not that of King; for the Englith knew
bow far the rights of a King extended, but were unac-

-" quainted with the limits of a Proteftor’s authority.

He confirmed his i ower by knowing how to relax it,
~-3s occafion ferved ; he encroached not upon the privi-

# This is the fecond compliment of the kind Voltaire has paid him.
See befosg the laft lines of his account of England, in his States of
Europe.

T F3 leges
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leges of the people, which they were jealous of ® ; bil-
letted no foKiiers in the city of London ; impofed no
taxes they could murmur at; offended not their eyes
with princely pomp ; indulged himfelf in no pleafures;
hoarded up no treafure; and diftributed juftice with
that ftri® and impartial hand, which diftinguithes not
the Great from the Small.

The brother of Pantaleon S, Ambaffador from Por-
ugal to England, prefuming that his irregularities
would efcape unpunithed, becaufe the perfon of his
brother was facred +, infulted fome of the citizens of
London, and had one of them affaffinated, in revenge
for the refiftance of the reft. For this fa&t he was tried
and condemned to be hanged. Cromwell, who had
the power of pardoning him, fuffered the law to take its
courfe, and the fame day figned a treaty with the Am-
baffador. N

Never was commerce fo free and flourithing; never

was ‘England fo rich. Her victorious fleets rendered
- her name refpected throughout all nations ;  while Ma-
zarin, folely occupied in adding to his fway and his
riches, fuffered in France the juftice, the commerce,
" the marine, and even the finances of the Kingdom to
languifh. Mafter of France as much as Cromwell
was of England, after the civil war was at an end, he
might have done for the country he governed, every
thing that Cromwell had done for his. But he was 3 |
foreigner ; and the foul of Mazarin, though it had not the
barbarity, poffefled not the greatnefs of that of Crom-
well. .
All the States of Europe, which had defpifed the
alliance of England under James and Charles I. fo-
licited it under the ProteCtor. Even Queen Chriftina,
though fhe abhorred the murder of Charles I. entered
into a league with a tyrant whom fhe efteemed.

" Mazarin and Don Lewis de Haro made ufe of all
their political craft to be received as allies by the Pro-

® M, Voltaire feems rather too partial to this ufurper; and fets
hiftory at nought, to compliment him,
1 By the Law of Nations, .
o tetor,
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tefor. He ‘indulged himfelf for fome time in the
- vanity of fecing himfelf courted by two of the moft
werful States :n Chriftendom.
The Spanith Minifter offered to affift him in taking
Calais ;' and Mazarin propofed to befiege Dunkirk, and
put him in poffeflion of that town. Cromwell had then
his choice between the keys of France and of Flan-
ders. He was alfo much courted by Condé ; but he
did not chufe to negotiate with a Prince who was in pof-
feflion of nothing but a name, who was without fupport
in France, and without power in Spain.
TheProtettor at length determined the point in favour
of France, but without entering into any particular
treaty, or parcelling out their conquefts before-hand.
He was defirous of rendering his vfurpation illuftrious
by more fignal enterprizes. JHis intention was to copz,m.
quer Mexico from the Spaniards § but they happened S?’
get a timely hint of it. However, Cromwell’s
fleet took Jamaica from them, which -the
Englith have kept the poffeffion of ever fince, and
which fecures their commerce in the New World.
It was not ’till after the conqueft of Jamaica, that
Cromwell figned his treaty with the King of France, but
without faying a word of Dunkirk, at the time, The
. Prote¢tor treated with him on the foot of equality. He
..obliged the King to give him the title of Bro- |,

ther, in his letters; and his Secretary figned 55-
befare the Plenipotentiary of France, the minute of the
treaty that was to be preferved in England. But he atted
-truly like a fuperior, in obliging the King of France to
banith out of his dominions Charles II. and the Duke
of York, grand-children of Henry IV. to whom France
owed an afylum. A greater facrifice of honour could
not be made to fortune.

While Mazarin was perfecting this treaty, Charles II.
folicited one of his nieces in marriage; but the bad
fituation of his affairs, which prompted the Prince to fuch
a meafure, was the reafon ofP his meeting with a denial.
It was even fufpetted, that the Cardinal had formed

the defign of marrying to Cromwell’s fon the niece he had
o ' F 4 refufed

May 1655,
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réfufed to the King of England. * This is certain, hows
ever, that afterwards, upon finding the recovery of
his rights became a Jefs defperate hope in Charles II. he
wanted to renew the propofal; but it was then declined
in turn, ‘ '

The mother of thefe two Princes®, Henrietta® of
France, daughter of Henry the Great, living in France
without refources, was reduced to the neceffity of folis
" citing the Cardinal to obtain her dower, at leaft, from
Cromwell. This muft have been an extreme of the
moft mortifying humiliations, to be obliged to beg for
fubfiftence from the man who had fpilled her hufband’s
blood upon a fcaffold. Mazarin made but feeble in-
ftances'in England, in the name of that Queen, and then
told her he could not prevail. She remained in Paris
in great poverty, and under the difgrace of having im-
plored the compaflion of Cromwell; while her fons were
obliged to enter into the armies of Condé and of Don
John of Auftria, to learn the art of war againft France,
which had forfaken them.

T he children of Charles I. being thus driven out of
France, took refuge in Spain. The Spanifth Minifters
exclaimed in all the Courts of Europe, and particular-
ly at Rome, both by fpeech and writing, againft a Car-
dinal who facrificed, they cried, the laws divime and
human, honour and religion, to the murderer of aKing;
and who banifhed out of France Charles II. and the
Duke of York, coufins of Louis XIV. to oblige the ex-
ecutioner of their father. The only reply that was made
to thefe outcries of the Spanifh Court, was to produee
the offers they. had made themfielves to the Protettor.

The war was carried on in Flanders with various fus-
cefs. Turenne having befieged Valenciennes, with the
Marfhal de la Ferté, experienced the fame difappoint-

ment that Condé had met with before Arras.
J“,’l’; '7* . The Prince, feconded then by Don John of

%% Auftria, more worthy to fight by his fide

than the Archduke was, forced the Marfhal de la Fex-

® Charles and James Stuart, .
e
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té’s lines, took him prifoner, and delivered Valens

ciennes. Turenne did then what Condé had done

before, on a fimilar occafton. He faved the beaten

- army, and every-where made head againft the ememy:

He even in a month after went to befiege and take the

litdle town. of La Chapelle. This, perhaps, was the

firft time that ever a routed army had darcd to unders
take a fiege.

Fhis march of Turenne, .fo much commcnded after
which he took La Chapelle, was.eclipfed by onc of
more eclat, of the Prince of Condé. Tu-
renne had tcarccly fac 'down before Cambray, M?; 538"' ’
when Condé at the head of only two thoufand )
horfe, forced his way through the army of the befiegers,
and having defeated all that oppofed him, threw himfelt
.anto the city. The inhabitants teceived their deliverer
on their knees. Thus thefe two great men, oppofed to
-each other, difplayed the utmoft powers of ‘their genius.
They were equally admired in their retreats, as well as
in their vi€tories, in their good condu&, and even in
their-overfights, which tney had always the addrefs to
repzir. Their talents put a ftop, by turns, to the pro-
.grefs of each monarchy; but the diforder in the finap-
ces of Spain and France was ftill a greater ob&aclc to
~ the fuccels of either.

The league entered into with Cromwell gave France,
at length, a diftinguifhed fuperiority. On one fide, Ad-
miral Blake went and burnt the Spanith galleons, near
the Canary Iflands, and thus deftroyed the only refources
with which the war was to be fupported.” On the other
hand, twenty Englith men of war went and blocked up
the port of Dunkirk ; and fix thoufand veteran troops,
which- had effc@ted the revolution of England, were
brought over to reinforce the army under Turenne.

" Thus was Dunkirk, the moft important place in Flan-
ders, befieged both by land and fea. ' Condé and Don
John of Auftria, having colleted together all their for-
ces, marched to its relief. All Europe was attentive w
;hc event, Cardinal Mazarin brought Louis XIV. ncg;

L4
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the fcene of aétion, but would not fuffer him to enter in-
to it, though he was then about twenty years old.

The King ftaid at Calais ; and it was there that Crom-
well fent him a fuperb embafly, at the head of which was -
his fon-in-law Lord Falconbridge. The King, in re-

_tarn, fent to England the Duke of Crequi, and Manci-
ni, Duke of Nevers, nephew to the Cardinal, with a
fuite of two hundred gentlemen. Mancini carried a let-
ter to the Protector from the Cardinal. The ftile of it
‘was remarkable. Mazarin fays, that ¢ He is concerned
¢ not to be able in tierfon to pay the refpeéts due to the
¢ greateft man in the world.” In this manner did he
compliment the affaffin of Henry IV’s fon-in-law, and the
uncle of Louis XIV. his mafter. .

In the mean. time, the Prince Marfhal Turenne at-
tacked the armyof Spain, or rather that of Flanders,
near Dunes. It was commanded by Don John of Au-
ftria, fon of Philip IV. by an attrefs, and who, two
years after, became brother-in-law to Louis X1V ®. The
Prince of Condé was in the a&ion, but had no com-
mand, fo that it was the lefs difficult for Turenne to
conquer. The fix thoufand Englith contributed great-
ly to the vitory, which was compleat. The two En-

glith Princes, who were afterwards Kings, faw
J'l"g‘s”’ their misfortunes augmented on that day by
5% - the afcendancy of Cromwell. _

The abilities of the Great Condé could not prevail
-againft the beft troops of France and England. The
*Spanith army was deftroyed. Dunkirk furrendered foon

er. The King haftened with his Minifter to fee the
garrifon march out of the town. The Cardinal would
not fuffer Louis XIV. to-appear cither as a warriouror a
King. He had no money to diftribute among the fol-
diery; nor had he hardly any eftablifhed houfehold.
He ufed to dine at the tables of Mazarin or of Marfhal
Turenne, when he was with the army. This negléét
of the royal dignity did not in Louis XIV. procced
from any difregard of pomp,. but from the narrow cir-

" .+% By the marriage of Louis XIV. to the daughter of Philip IV.
cumftanccs

>
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cumftances of his finances, and the vanity of the Cardy"’
nal, who would affume.all{plendor and authority to hit 5.
felf. - S

Louis only entered Dunkirk to deliver it into the ‘f‘id
feffion of Lord Lockhart, Cromwell’s ambaffador. ﬁTn
zarin endeavoured by fome finefle to elude the treaty;~
and not furrender the place. But Lockhart threatened, _
and Englith fturdinefs prevailed over Italian chi-
canery. -

Many have affirmed, that the Cardinal, who had im<
puted the taking of Arras to his own conduét, endea-
voured to perfuade Turenne to refign to him alfo the ho-
nour of the affair of Dunes. Du Bec-Crepin, Count of
Moret, came, they fay, from the Minifter, to propofe to
the General to write a letter, by which it might appear
that the Cardinal had himfelf arranged the whole plan
of the operations. Turenne rejected the propofition
with juft contempt, fcorning to fuffer a falfehood to ob-
tain which would have been difgraceful to the foldier,
and ridiculous in the church-man. The fame weaknefs
that prompted Mazarin to make the overture, made him
conceive an enmity againft Turenne which continued till
his death. '

In'the midft of this firft triumph, the King fell ill at
Calais, and remained for many days 1n a dangerous
ftate. Immediately all the Courtiers turned their atten-
tion towards Monfieur his brother. Mazarin exerted his
arts, his flatteries, and his promifes, upon the Marfhal
Du Pleffis-Praflin, the old governor of that Prince, and
upon the Count of Guiche, his favourite. -

A party was formed in Paris bold enough to write
to Calais againft the Cardinal, who was taking his
meafures for quitting the Kingdom, and conveying his
immenfe riches into fome place of fafety. AnEmpirick
of Abbeville cured the King with an emetic wine, which
the Court-phyficians looked upon to be a poifon. This
good man fat on the fide of the King’s bed, and faid,
*¢ The young man is very ill, but he thall not die.” As
foon as he began to recover, the Cardinal exiled all thofe
who had caballed againft him, A
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the A few months after, died Cromwell, at
to i?g s> the age of fifty-five®, in the career of the
T 3" ° proje@ts he was forming, both for the con-

wellnation of his power, and for the glory of the nation.
his : had humbled Holland, impofed a treaty on Portugal,
to-anquithed Spain, and obliged France to folicit his alli-
"pance. He faid, a little before he expired, upon hearing
with what haughtinefs his Admirals had behaved at Lif-
bon, “ I would have the Englifh Republic as much re-
¢ fpeéted as ever the Roman’ Commonwealth was.”

His phyficians announced his death to himfelf;-

but I do not believe what has been faid, - that in that mo-
ment he a&ed the enthufiaft and the prophet, declaring
that God would work a miracle in his favour. Thur-
Joe, his fecretary, fays, that he only replied, ¢ Nature
¢ can do more than phyficians.” This expreflion was
wot that of a prophet, but of a man of common fenfe.

Probably thinking that-his Do¢tors might be miftaken, -

he meant, in cafe of his recovery, to aflume the
credit of having predicted his cure, in order to render,
by that pretence, his perfon more refpectable, and even
pore facred. . o

He was buried with all the pomp of legitimate majef-
ty, and left behind him, in Europe, the charalter of an
mirepid man, fometimes fanatic, fometimes knavifh,
and of an ufurper who knew how tareign.

Sir William Temple fays, that Cromwell had formed’

a defign, fome little time before his death, to join with
Spain againft France, apd to get pofieflion of Calais
with the affiftance of the Spaniards, as he had got Dun.,
kirk by the help of the French. -Nothing was more
¢oafonant with his charafter and policy. He would
- have been the idol of the Englith, had he thus defpoil-
¢d, ane after anather, two nations which they equally

hated, '~ But his death put an end to his great defigns,

%0 his tyranny, and to the glory of England.

¢ He was in his fixtieth year; born at Hantingdom, in 1599, and
died in 1658.- Fous or five years in a man'’s life, is nothing with Vol-

.‘jm \'a"% ~ e P/V/id(',“)_ It
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Tt is remarkable that they put on mourning for Cromet-
well at the Court of France, and that Mademoifelle 3-
“was the only perfon who refufed paying that complimiend
“to the memory of a man who had murdered a King thath
was her relation+. -~ Al
‘We have already feen } that Richard Cromwell fuc-
‘ceeded peaceably, and without oppofition, to the Protec-
*torfhip-of his father, as a Prince of Wales would have
‘done to a King of England. Richard foon made it ap-
~pear,_that the character of a fingle man often determines
“the fate of empires. His genius and difpofition werk
-the very reverfe of his father’s. He pofieffed all the
mfild virtues, of focial life, and  had none -of that
" intrepid fcroc1fy which ‘makes every thing bend to its
“own intereft.  He might have preférved the inheritance
“gained him by his father’s labours, if he had taken away
- the lives of three or four of the principal Officers in the
army who oppofed his elevation. But he chofe rather
to refign the government, than to preferve it by affaffind-
tions. He retired and lived a private life, almoft un-
‘known, to the age of Rinety, in the couhtry of which
" he had been the Soveremn
. Aftér his abdication of the Protc&orﬂnp, he’went to
France and it is certain, that at Montpelier, the Prince
-of Contl, brother to the Great Condé, happening -one
“day to be in his company, but without knowing an
thing more of him than that he was an Englifhman,
‘faid, ¢ Your Oliver Cromwell was 1an ;3 but
“ what a %me
¢ to hav% nown_how to enjoy the fruits of hjs fathei’s
¢ crimesT’ However, the fapie Richard lived happy,
wﬁfmwhaﬁ his fgther never had;_9;11-_5\-'2?3
:  Some time before- this event, France beheld another
example, yet more memorable, of the fame contempt for
- & Throne. - Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, came to Paris,
- It was certainly matter of wonder to fee a young Queen,
who, at the age only of twenty-feven, had renounced 3

g DeMontpenﬁer
4 Her uncle by marriage. :
3. ln the foregoing Gcncnl Hxﬁo', N

fovcreignty,
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tofgvereignty, of which fhe was every way worthy, to enjoy
tranquility and freedom.

Wt It is fhameful in the Proteftant writers * to have pre-

hifumed to fay, without any kind of proof, that fhe

.Yquitted the Crown only becaufe fhe could not keep it.

~ She had formed this defign from the age of twenty, and

had kept it maturing in her mind feven years. Such
-a refolution, fo fuperior to all vulgar notions, and fo
long meditated on, fhould ftop the mouths of thofe who
seproach her for levity, and an involuntary abdication.
One of thefe charges deftroys theother. But it has ever
been the fate of whatever is great, to be attacked by per-
fons of little fouls.

To judge of the fingular genius of this Queen, one
need only read her letters. She fays, in a letter fhe
wrote to Chanut, formerly Ambaflador from France to
her, ¢ I have poffefled without pride, and refign with-
¢* out regret ; have no fears therefore with regard to me.
. My happinefs depends not upon fortune.” ~ She wrote
thus to the Prince of Condé: “ I hold myfelf as much
¢ honoured by your efteem, as by the Crown I lately
¢ wore. If after having refigned, you fhould think me
.% lefs worthy-of ir, I fhall then acknowledge that the
¢ tranquility I fo much aimed at, has coft medear: I
¢ fhall not, however, repent my having purchafed it,
¢ even at the expence of a diadem; and I fhall never
¢ obfcure the luftre of a deed which appears to myfelf
¢ fo noble, by an ignoble regret. If you condemn
"¢ this action, all the apology I have to offer is, that I
¢ fhould not have contemned the advantages which For-
¢ tune had made me miftrefs of, if I had found them ne-
¢ ceffary to my happinefs ; and that I fhould have pre-
¢ tended even to the Empire of the World, could I have

® She had turned Catholic at Rome,. which might -perhaps have
provoked their righteous fpirits to fpesk fo difrefpettfully of her. It
were a confummation moft devoutly to be withed, that Priefts of alt
religions could be taught that their provinee extends only to the'morals,
not to the confeiences of men. There would be more of the firt in the
world, if thefe prefumptuous cafuifts would leave the- latter to-fhift

for itfelf.
o ¢ been
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% been as well affured of -fucceeding or dying in thic at
 tempt, as the Great Condé might have-been.? ... .=
Such was the foul of this illuftrious pérfonage; and
fuch'was her ftile in our'language, thougt: e feldomh
fpoke it *. She was miftrefs of eight languages. -She had
been the difciple and friend of Defcartes, who diéd at
Stockholm in her palace,. not being able to obtain'the
. fmalleft penfion-in France, where even his writings wert
prohibited, on account’of the only-good things that were
in them+. - - RN e . :
She had encouraged all thofe to comie ‘to Sweden, who
were ‘capable of affording her inftruction. ' Her mortifi-
cation at not finding any fuch perfons in-her own nation,
had given her a diiguft at reigning over a people who
were merely foldiers: She thought 1t better to live upon
equal terms with perfons of reafon and refletion, than to
hold a fuperior rank over men without genius or learn-
ing. She had ftudied all the arts, in a region where they
were not before known ; and her defire was to fix her re-
fidence in the midft of them, in Italy. She only wentto
France to pafs through it,-as-the Sciencés were but juft
dawning there. Her tafte detetmined her to fettle at

® M. Yoltaire might have remarked on fomething fuperior to ftile,
in this letter. Her %aying ta Condé, *¢ That thongh fhe had facrifi-
. %¢ ced her Crown to purchafe her tranquility, the fhould fill think even
s¢ that bleffing too dearly earned by the lofs of his efteem,” is one of
‘the higheft and politeft compliments that human wit could frame in
any language. ‘The whole letter is admirable. ’
4+ M. Voltaire does not tell us what thofe good ‘things were, His
philofophy was wretched ftuff, with his wortices and his plesusm ; fo that
we are not to look there for any of his good things. He was accufed
of Atheifm ; but it would not be fair to fuppofe M. Voltaire picked
up his good things in thofe parts of his writings againft which this
charge was brooght, as he defends him from it § and fo he does Vani-
ni, at the fame time (2). Our author is a perfon of the moft univer-
fal charity [ know. Turks, Jews, and Infidels, are fure to find him
a ready advocate. If he is any-where deficient in that great principle,
it is towards the Chriftians. Thofe he leavés in abler hands. Chritt
help the poor people, for him.

M. Voltaire differs widely from the Biographer of Defcartes, in the
article of o penfion, who fays that one of three theufand livres had
been fettled on him by the King of France, in the year 1647.

{4) Sce under Defeartes, in the foregoing lift of Writers,
' Rome;
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JRome; ‘and in order to,accommotate hetfelf to her fitv

ation, fhe forfook the Lutherap Church, and turneed
 jCatholic. Indifferent to either onc or the other, the
made no fcruple of. conforming, .in appearance, to-the
opm:ons of the people among whom Ihc was :cfolvcd to
dive®.

Shc had qumed her ngdom in 1654, and at ln—
fpruck publicly performed the ceremony of her abdica-
tion. She was much admired at the Court of France, tho”
there was not 2 woman to be met with in it, whofe fenfe
.or talents were egqual yo her own. The King faw, and ¥,

-paid her due refpect, but feldom canyerfed. with her;

.for being kept in;ignorance. durmg his youth _/ly,gat_uxal
good fenfe rengder ti
obulity and Courtlers faw nothing remarkable
in this, philofophic Queen, except that thé danced ill,

and did hot.drefs in the French, taﬁc .But perfans of
-fenfe found nothing to condemn in. her, except-the
.murder of Monaldefchi, her crcntleman-ufhcr ta. whom

¥

iecond journey to France. Whatever crimeche-had been
guilty, of againft her,-_the opght, after, having re-
nounced her authority, to have applied for jultice elfe-
_where, -and not have commandgd the execution-of. it her-
felf. It was not 2 Queen who pum[hf;d a. fubjet, buga
womanwha terminated an affair of gallantry by a murder.
1t was'one Italian that affaffinated another by the order of
a Swedith woman, in the palace of a King of France.
- Nobaody . Ihould fuﬂ%r punithment but by the laws,
Chriftina even in Sweden would not have had a right
to put any one to death; and furely, what would
) have been a crime at Stockholm, could not be innocent
_-at Fontainebleau, . Thofe who have juftified this action,
- deferve fuchrulérs. The fhame and cruelty of this deed
 tarnilked the glory of that philofophy which had prompt.-
ed hertoquit a throne. Shewould have been punithed in
]:.ngland or in any countrywhcre laws are refpc&cd thp’

* Accordmg to the proverb: e When you are at Rome, &e”.

4 Or.equerry. TheF rench word ecyyer fignifies either,  Monaldef~
¢hi is ftiléd a”Margyis, in the hiftory of this ﬁxzngc event.

4 Franco
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France fhut her eyes to this outrage againft theautho-

rity of the King, againft the right of nations, and againft

.all humanity *. .
, After the death of Cromwell, and the refignation of

his fon, England' remained a year in the confufion of

anarchy. Charles Guftavus, on whom Queen Chriftina
had conferred the Kingdom of Sweden, rendered himfelf
- formidable in Germany, and the North. The Emperor
Ferdinand had died in 1657 ; but his fon Leopold, feven~
teen years old, though King of Hungary and Bohemia,

* A writer named La Beaumelle, who has mifreprefented the Age
of Louis X1V. and who had his work printed at Francfort, with a par-
cel of notes equally fcandalous and falfe, fays, upon this fubje&, that
Chriftina bad a right to put Monaldefchi to death, becaufe fhe did not
travel incognite’; and adds, that Peter the Great, coming into a Cofs
fee-houfe in London quite foaming with rage, becaufe, as he faid, one
of his Generals had told him a lie, declared that he was almoft tempt«
ed to cot him in two with a ftroke of his fabre; and that an Englith
merchant who was by, told the Czar, that if he had done fo, his Ma-
jefty would have been condemned to be hanged. :

One cannot help being aftonithed hgre at the infolent abfurdity of
fuch a flory. Isit poffibly to be fuppofed that the Czar Peter thould
publith in a Coffee-houfe, that any of his Generals had lied to him ?
Do they cut men in two, now-a days, with one firoke of a fabre?
Daes an Emperor go and complain to an Englifh merchant that his
General had told him a fib? In what language did h= fpeak to this
merchant, he that knew not a word of Englith ? How could this Note-
writer fay, -that Chriftina, after her abdication, had a right to get an
Italian to be affaffinated at Fontainebleau, and add, by way of prov-
ing it, that they would have hanged Peter the Great, in London, for
fuch another feat? We fhall be obliged fometimes to contradict the
abfurdities of this fame writer. In matters of hiftory, one fhould not
be too proud to anfwer him ; as there are too many readers who fuffer
themfelves to be impofed upon by the falfitics of an Author who
writes without fhame or referve. VoLTalRE.

Chriftina herfelf had conceived pretty much the fame notion with
La Beaumelle ; for, on being reprehended by the Minifter on account
of this aflion, fthe anfwered, that ¢¢ though fhe had refigned her
¢ Crown, the had not divefted herfelf of the fovereign authority over
¢¢ her own domeftics.” Mazarin, not chufing to involve himfelf in a
quarrel with the King of Sweden, contented himfelf with only hinting
to her Majefty, that her longer refidence in France might not be agree
able to the natign ; upon which fhe decamped forthwith, '

Vou. I. : G * had

’
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had not been eleted King of the Romans*®, in his fa-
ther’s life-time,

Mazarin endeavoured to make Louis X1V. Emperor.
This attempt: was chimerical; it was requifite either to
bully or to bribe the Elettors. But France was nei-
. ther ftrong enough for the firft, nor rich enough for the
fecond purpofc : the firft overtures, therefore, upon this
idea, mace at Francfort by the Marfhal of Grammont
and by Lionne, were withdrawn as foon as propofed.
Leopold wasele¢ted ; and all that the politics of Maza-
rin could effe&, was to enter into a League withthe

German Princes, to preferve t%xc treaty of
Munfter, and give a check to the authority
of the Emperor over the Empire,

France, after the battle of Dunes, was powerful
abroad, by the glory of its arms, and the bad ftate te
which the reft ofg he nations were reduced ; but internally
it fuffered; it was exhaufted of moncy, and required
peace to recruit itfelf.

The people, in the Chriftian Monarchies, have feldom
any intereft in the wars of their Sovereigns. Mercenary
torces levied by the mandate of a Minifter, and com-
manded by a General who implicitly obeys him, make
a number of deftructive campaigns, while the Kings in
whofe rames they keep the field, have neither hope, ner
defign, to conquer or retain one another’s dominions.
The vi€torious nation receives no profit from the fpoils
of the vanquithed; it pays the whole expence; it fuf-
fers equally, in the good or ill fuccefs of its arms; and
a peace becomes almoft as neceflary after the moft fignal
victory, as when the enemy has got poﬁ'cﬂion of its
frontiers.

Two things were requifite to the Cardinal, to com-
plcat his miniftry ; to make a peace, and Tecure the
tranquillity of t ﬁate, by the marriage of the King. -
The cabals during his illnefs, made him fenfible how
much an heir to the Crown was neceflary to the great-

. Auvgeft
. 3658,

® It is neceffary, by the.Germanic Conftitution called the Golden
Bull, thatany Prince of the Empire bc firft made King of the Romans,
t¢ entitle him to be Empcror

2 ’ nefs
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hefs of 2 Minifter. 'Thefe confiderations détermined ki
to negotiate a match for Louis XIV. immediately.
Two parties prefented themfelves to his mind, the
daughter of the King of Spain, and the Princefs of Sa-
voy. The King’s affeCtions were otherwife engaged.
He was mott extremely in love with Mademoifelle Man-
cini, one of the Cardinal’s nieces. Born with a tender
heart, and of a firmnefs in his purpofes, full of paffion,
and void of experience, he might have been capable of
refolving to marry his miftrefs. :
. Madame de Motteville, favourite with the Queen-
Mother, whofe Memoirs carry a great air of veraciy,
fays, that Mazarin was tempted to leave the King’s pafs
fion to its bwn courf¢, and place his niece upon the
throne. He had already married one of her fitters ‘t¢
the Prince of Conti; another to the Duke de Meri
cceur ; and the niece that Louis X1V, had attached him:
felf to, had been afked in marriage by the King of Eng:
land*. Thefe were titles, perhaps, which might have
juftified his ambition. ’ . Lo
He had the addrefs to found the Quees-Mcther updn
this fubject. ¢.J am much afraid,” faid he, one day,
¢ that the King is violently bent upon :marrying my
 niece.” The Queen, who knew the heart of the Mi-
nifter, was very certain that he withed what he pres
tended to apprehend. She anfwered him with the fpirit
of a Princefs of the Auftrian blood, the daughter, wife,
and -mother of Kings, and with that refentment which
the Minifter had provoked her to, by appearing for fome
time before to att quite independantly of her; * If the
¢ King could be capable of fuch a meannefs, I would
¢ put myfelf, with my fecond fon, at.the head of the
‘¢ whole nation, both againft him and againft you.”
Mazarin, it is faid, never forgave the Queen this re-
ply; but had the prudence to comply with her fenti-
ments, and even affumed to himfelf an honour and a
merit in oppofing the paffion of Louis X]V. His pewer
required not the fupport of a Queen of his own blood/
» * Charles II. ;o

v

G 2 , He
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He was alfo diffident of the chara@er of his niece ; and
thought he fhould the more firmly eftablith the influence
of his miniftry, by avoiding the dangerous vanityof
raifing his family too high. ‘

In the year 1656, he had fent Lionne to the Spanifh
Court, to negotiate a peace, and demand the Intanta.
But Don Louis de Haro, convinced that however weak
Spain was, France was not in a better condition, had re-
jected the Cardinal’s propofitions. The Infanta, daugh-
ter of the, firft marriage, was defigned for the young
Leopold. * The King of Spain, Philip IV. had then, by
his !!;cond marriage, only one fon, whofe weakly infan-

cy afforded no great profpect of his living. They chofe,
therefore, that the Infanta, who might probably become
the heirefs of fuch confiderable dominions, thould tranf-
fer her rights rather into the Houfe of Auftria, than into
one that was the enemy of her nation. But foon after,
Philip IV. having another fon, Don Philip Profper, and
his wife proving again with child, the danger appre-
hended in giving her to the King of France, appeared to
him the lefs, and the battle of Dunes had rendered the
. peace neceffary. ; »
ain promifed the.Infanta, and demanded 2

1859 fufpenfion of all hoftilities, Mazarin and Don
Louis met, on the frontiers of France and Spain, in the
Ifle of Pheafants*. Though the marriage of a King of
France and a general peace were the objets of their
conferences, - yet more than a month was idly pafled in
arranging the difficulties which occurred upon pre-
cedence,and inregulating the ceremonies. Cardinals rank
themfelves equal to Kings, and fuperior to other Prin-
ces. France claimed with better pretence a pre-eminence
. before other Kings. However, Don Louis de Haro in-
fifted on, and obtained, a perfet equality between Ma-
zarin and himfelf, between France dand Spain. »
The conferences continued four months. .Mazarin and
Don Louis difplayed their utmoft fkill in politics;

® So called, from the number of thofe birds found there. ;
: __— the
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the art of Mazarin lay in cunning, and that of Haro in
deliberation. The latter made ufe of but few words,
and whatever the other faid was equivocal. The gcnius
of the Italian Minifter was to over-reach; that of the
Spanith Minifter, to keep on his guard* It is faid,
that he made this refle®ion on the Cardinal ; ¢ He pur-#"
¢ fues one great error In politics, whlch is, that he
¢ would ever deceive.”

Such is the viciflitude of human aﬂ"au’s, that of this
famous Pyrenean treaty, . there do not remain two of the
articles at this time fubfiting. The King of France
kept pofieflion of Roufillon, and fo he would have
done independent of the peace; but with regard to
Flanders, the Spanith monarchy retains nothing there.
France was then joined in a neceflary alliance with
Portugal, but fhe is no longer {o ; now every thing is
changed. But if Don Louis de Haro faid, that Cardi.
nal Mazarin could deceive, it might well be faid fince,
that he could forefee. He had a long time meditated an
alliance between the Houfes of France andSpain. They .
quote that famous letter of his, written during the nego-
ciations of Munfter. ¢ If the Moft Chriftian ng could
% get the Low-Countries: and Franche-Compte in
¢ dower with the Infanta, we might then pretend to af-
¢ pire to the fucceffion of Spain, notwithftanding any
“ renunciatibn that might be made to it on the mar-
‘“ riage; and this is not a very diftant profpec, as there
¢ is only the life of the Infant, her brother, to exclude
% it.” This Prince was Balthazar, who died in 1649.”

- The Cardinal, however, evidently deceived himfelf,
in fuppofing that the Low-Countries and Franche.
Comté would be given as a portion to the Infanta. Not
even a fingle town was ftipulated for her dower. On
the contrary, feveral confiderable towns were reftored to
Spain that the French had taken from them, as St.
.Omer, Ypres, ‘Menin, Oudenarde, and other places.
But fome of them were retained. The Cardinal, in-

® The different charatters of their two nations could not be better
dgfcribed, than they are in the perfons of thefe Minifters.
G 3 deed,
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deed, was not deceived in faying, .that the renun.
ciation would one day, ere long, be of no avail;
but then thofe who give him the credit of fuch a pre-
diction, muft make him forefee that Prince Balthazar
would die in 1649; that after him the three fons of
the fecond marriage fhould all die in the cradle;
that Charles, the fifth of all the male children, thould
have no pofterity ; and that this Auftrian King fhould,
one day, make a will in favour of a grandfon of
Louis XIV. In fine, the Cardinal did indeed forefee
how little any renunciation would fignify, in cafe the
heirs-male of Philip 1V. thould happen to fail; and un-
expected events have chanced to juftify his fuppofition,
after an interval of above fifty years.

Maria Therefa being expeéted to have thofe towns
for her portion that France had furrendered, braught
by her marriage contra¢t only five hundred thoufand
gold crowns; and it coft the King more money to ga
and receive her on the frontiers. Thefe five hundred
thoufand crowns, then worth two million five hundred
thoufand livres, became, however, the fubjett of great
conteft between the two Minifters; and France finally
never received more than a hundred thoufand francs
of the money. :

So far was this marriage from producing any other ad
vaniage, prefent and real, except that of peace, that the
Infanta renounced all right fhe might ever be entitled tq
claim to any of the territories of her father; and this
renunciation was ratified by Louis XIV. in the mott fo-
lemn manner, and afterwards regiftered in the Parlia.
ment. ' : :
Thefe renunciations, and thefe five hundred thoufand
gold crowns by way of portion, frem to be the ufual ar-
“ticles of marriage between the Infantas of Spain and the -
Kings of France. Queen Anne of Auftria, daughter ta
~ Philip 111, was married to Louis XI1L on the fame con-
ditions; and when Ifabella, daughter to Henry the
Great, was affianced to Philip IV. King of Spain, there _
was no mare ftipulated for than five hundred thoufand
crowns of gold as her dowry; and of which there never
o ‘ was
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was a livre ‘paid : fo that it appears there was then no-
manner of advantage in thofe great matches; and that
the daughters of Kings were married to Kings. with
fcarcely any thing more than their wedding-clothes giv-
en them.

The Duke of Lorrain, Charles IV: of whom France
and Spain had great-reafon to complain, or rather who
had great caufe of complaint againft them, was compre-
hended in this treaty; but merely as an unfortunate
Prince, whom they ufed as they pleafed, becaufe he had
it not in his power to render himfelf refpeéted. France
reftored him his dominions, after demolithing’ Nanci ¥,
but reftricted him from keeping any troops on foot.
Don Louis de Haro obliged Cardinal Mazarin to get the
Prince of Condé received into favour, by threatening to
give him the fovereignty of Rocroi, of Chatelet, and
other places of which he was then in poffeflion: f that
France recovered thefe cities and the Great Condé ilfo
both together. He had loft his poft of Grand Mafter of
the King’s houfchold, which was afterwards given to his
fon, and brought back nothing to France but his fame.

Charles II. nominal King of England, more unhappy
than the Duke of Lorrain, came near the Pyienécs,
while the negociations of peace were in agitation. He
implored the afliftance both of Mazarin and Don Louis.
He Rattered himfelf that their Kings, who were his
-coufin-germans, being now united, would at laft under-
take to vindicate a caufe common to all Sovereigns;
more efpecially as Cromwell was then dead. But he
could riot obtain even an audience, ¢ither with Mazarin
or Don Louis. Lockhart, the ambaffadorfrom the Re-
public of England, was at St. John de Luz. He made
himfelf refpected ftill, even after the death of the Pro-

" teftor ; and both the Minifters, from the fear of offending
this Englithman, refufed even to fee Charles II.  They
looked upon -his re-eftablifhment as an impofiible
event, and fuppofed that all the Englifh factions,
hoypever at variance with one another, would unanie
,‘ ® The capital city of Lorrain, ’ P

G4 ~ moufly
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moulfly unite againft ever acknowledging a King.” They
happened both of them to be miftaken; for Fortune, - a
few months after, effeted what thefe Minifters might have
had the glory of accomplithing. Charles was recalled
into his dominions by the Englith themfelves, withoutg
any one Power in Europe having attempted to prevent
the murder of his father, or exerted itfelf in any
manner towards the reftoration of the fon. He was
received on the plains of Dover by above twenty
thoufand of" his fubjects, who fell on their knees be-
fore him. Some old people who had been among the
number, told me, that the whole multitude fhed tears
June 1660 upon that occafion. There never was, per-
haps, a {petacle more moving, nor a revolu-
tion more fudden. T his change of fortune was confum-
mated in lefs time than the Pyrenean treaty was can-
cluded ; and Charles II. was in quigt poffeffion of Eng-
land, before Louis X1iV. was even married by proxy.

At length Cardinal Mazarin returned with the King
Avg. 1660. and his new Queen to Paris. A father who

. had married his fon without giving him up
the pofleflion of his fortune, would not have aéted other-
wife than Mazarin did upon this occafion. - He came
back more powerful, and more jealous of that power,
and even of his honours, than ever. He. infifted and
obtained that the Parliament fhould come in a body and
addrefs him. This was without precedent in the Mo-
narchy, but it was not thought too great a reparation’
for the injury the Parliament had dane him. "He no
longer gave his hand to the Princes of the Rlood in the
third degree, as formerly ; and he that was forced ta
admit Don Louis de Haro as his equal, now treated the
_Great Condé as his inferior. ' -

He then appeared in public with regal pomp, having,
befides hisordinary guards, a company of mouiquetaires,
which is at prefent the fecond company of the King’s .
guards. There was no longer: any free accefs to his
perfon ; and if any one was bad politician enough M
a favour from the King, he was ruined. The QueenN
mather, fo longan obfinate patronefs of Mazarin agginlﬁ\

all
f
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all France, was left without influence, as foon as he
found he could rule without her affiftance. - The King
her fon, trained up in an implicit fubmiffion to this
Mm_lﬂcr was not able to thake off the yoke fhe had im-

ofed upon him, as well as on herfelf.” She refpected
Rer own work, and Lcuis XIV, dared not attempt to
reign while Mazarin lived.

A Minifter is excufable for the evil he may do, when
the helm of ftate is forced into his hands by tempefts;
but in a calm, he is guilty of all the good he does not

rform. Mazarin did none to any one but himfelf,
either directly, or through the medium of his famlly
Eight years of abfolute fway and tranquility, fince his
laft return till the time of his death, were not marked
by any eftablifhment, either glorious or ufeful ; for the
College of the Four Nations was only an appointment by
his will.

He managed the finances like the agent of a Lord
who was in his debt. The King afked money fome-
times from [‘ouquet, who anfaered him, * Sire, there
¢ is not a fous in your Majelty’s Exchequer, but Mon-
¢ fieur the Cardinal can lend you fome.” Masgarin was
worth about two hundred millions, according to our
prefent computation*, °Tis faid, in many Memoirs,
that he amaffed great part of thefe riches by means that
were beneath the dignity of his.ftation. ’T'is reported alfo,
that he ufed to be a fharer in the prizes of the privateers ;
though this was not proved againft him. The Dutch,
however, fufpefted him of ir, and they had no fuch
idea of Cardinal Richelieu.

*Tis faid, that on his death-bed he betrayed fome
ftings of confcience, though outwardly he affected
. courage. At lealt he feared, on account of his treafures,
and therefore made a prefent of them all to the King,
hoping he would reftore them to him again; an idea in
which he was not deceived ; for the King returned him the
]¢0acy in about thre¢ days. He died at laft; and there

¥ Teq millions Rerling, reckoning the livre at a fiilling.

did
r
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did not appear to be a fingle perfon in the

M:gz]l‘ 9  Kingdom who regretted him, except the

) King ; for this Prince had already leatned'to

diffemble. The yoke began to fit heavy an him, and

". he was impatient to reigh. He, however, affe@ed to

appear fenfible of a lofs that put him in pofleffion of
his fceptre. '

Louis XIV, and the whole Court went into mourn-
ing for Cardinal Mazarin; an uncommon compliment
to a fubjeét, but which Henry IV, had before paid to
the memory of Gabrielle d’Etrées. - -

We fhall not ftop here to examine whether Cardinak
Mazarin was a great Minifter or no. ’T'is enough for
us to fpeak of his altions, ‘and leave pofterity to form
their own judgments on them. ‘L'he generality of peo-
pleareapt to {fuppofe a great extentof underftanding, and
a genius almoft divine, to be the lot of thofe who
have governed kingdoms with any fuccefs. But it
is not fuperior penetration that makes ftatefmen—
it 1s their character. Men, however differing in theif
portisns of fenfe, fee pretty much alike their own
mterefts. A’ Citizen of Amfterdam or Berne is as
wife in this point, as Sejanus, Ximenes, Buckingham,
Richelieu, or Mazarin; but our condué& and our enter-
prizes depend folely upon the temper of our minds, and
our fuccefs depends on fortune. "

For example : If a General of the charatter of Pope
Alexander VI. or his fon Borgia, had commanded at
the fiege of Rochelle, he would have invited into his -
camp the principal chizfs of the town, under the con-
fiderice of a folemn oath, and then affaflinated them.
Mazarin would have carried the town, two or three
years later, by bribing and dividing the citizens. Don
Louis de Haro would not have hazarded the attempt,
Richelieu raifed a dike in the fea, in imitation of
Alexander, and entered the town a conqueror. But 2
little ftronger tide, or a little more ativity on the part
of the Englifh, would have faved Rochelle, and caufed
the attempt of Richelieu to be deemed rafh. p

o
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The charaters of men may be judged from thexr eh-
terprizes. We may venture to pronounce that Richelieu
“was poffefled of a proud and a revengeful temper; that
Mazarin was prudent, fupple, and avaritious; but to
afcertain to what point a Minifter has underftanding,
we muft converfe with him frequently, or perufe his
writings. It happens often among Statefmen, as it does
every day among 'courtiers, that thofe who have the beft
talents frequently fail, while perfons with more patience,
refolution, fupplenefs_, and confiftency in their charaters,
generally fucceed.

In reading the Letters of Cardinal Mazarin, and the
Memoirs o% Cardinal de Retz, we may ealily perceive
that Retz was the fuperior genius. Yet Mazarin was all.
powerful, and Retz was overpowered, In fhort, it is
certain, that to make an able Minifter, a man need oftcn
poflefs but a middling genius, good fenfe, and good for-
tune; but to be a good Minifter, his ruling paffion
mutt be a love for the public welfare. The grcat ttagef-
man is he who leaves great monuments bchmd him that
are of advantage to his Country.

The monument which immortalizes Cardmal Mazarm,
is the acquifition of Alface. He added this province
to France, at the very time that fhe was exclaiming
againft him ; and by a {ingular fatality, did mbre good to
the kmgdom when he was perfecuted by it, than du-
ring the tranquility of an uncontrouled power.

CHAP,
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C H A P VIIL

Louis X1V. governs Ly bimf:lf. He forces the Spanifb-
Aufirian branch to allow bim precedency, and the Court of
Rome to make bim fatisfattion. He purchafes Dunkirk.
He gives. affiffance to the Empeéror, to Portugal, and to

* the States-Generaly and renders bis Kingdam flourifbing
and formidable. -

HERE was fcarcely, in any . Court, more -cabals
. and hopes than while Cardinal Mazarin lay on his
death-bed., The women who pretended to beauty, flat-
tered themfelves with the.ides of governing a Prince of
two-and-twenty, already fuch a dupe to love as to have
offered his crown to his Miftr¢fs. The young Courtiers
promifed themfelves to have the reign ofy favouritifm re-
newed. Every Minifter expected the firlt place. None of
therrever fuppofed that a King kept in ignorance of all

affairs of ftate, would attempt at once to take upon

him the cares of government. Mazarin had prolonged
. the minority of the King as much as poflible. He 1n-
ftracted him only a’fhort time before his death, and
then only becaufe the King infifted upon it.

, It was {fo far from Being {fufpeéted he would govern
alone, that not one of thote who had acted under the
tormer Minifter, -ever thought of afking the King when
they fhould -confer with him. The. only queition was
from them all, ¢« T'o whom fthall we apply ©** Louis XIV.
anfwered, ¢ To me.” . But they were ftill more fur-
prifed, on finding him perfevere in this determination,
He had, for fome tinde, - confulted his facultics, and
effayed in fecret his talents for governing, His refolu-
tion once taken, he maintained 1 to the laft moment of
his life. He marked out to each of his Minifters the
_ limits of his power, obliging them to deliver in an ac.

count of whatever fell within their departments. to
himfelf at ftated times, repofing in them juft fo much
confidence as was neceflary to give them credit in their

/ Miniftry,
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Miniftry, but watching carefully-over them to prevent
their abufing it.

Madame de Motteville tells us, that the charafer of
Charles II. King of England, who was then faid to v
govern by himfelf, had infpired Louis X1V, with an”
emulation of the fame kind. If that was true, he far
excelled his' example; for he deferved all his life what
was at firft pronounced of Charles.

He commenced his perfonal government with regu-
lating the finances, wRich were “left in confufion by a
long courfe of pcculatlon Difcipline was alfo,as much
eftablifhed among the troops, as in the Treafury.
Magnificence and | propriety gave a luftre to his Court.
Even in its pleafures there appeared both a {plendour
ahd grandeur, -All the arts were patronized, and all
contributed to the glory | both of the King and of the»
kingdom. .

This is no proper place to conﬁdcr him i in his private
charaler, or in the interior of his government. -“This
fhall be performed in another partof this work. Sufficeit
here to fay, that the nation, which fince the death of
‘Henry the Great had never feen a real King, and which.,
abhorred the rule of a Prime Minifter, was infpired with.
admiration and hope, when they faw Louis XI1V.

ating at twenty-two, what Hedry had dorie ac fifty. If
Henry 1V, had had a Prime Minifter, he would have
been ruined, becaufe the averfion to fuch'a perfon would
have incited 2 number of powerful fattions. If Louis
X111 had not had one, that Prince, whofe feeble and
diftempered body had enervated his mind, muft have
funk under the weight of government. Louis XIV.
micht without danger have had, or not had, a
Prime Minifter; for-then there rcmained not the leaft
trace of former factiops ; there was now in France only
a mafter and his fubjeas He, from the firft, demon-
ftrated that he was ambitious of-every kind of glory,
and that he would be as much refpected abroad, as ab-
folute at home.

The former Kings of Europe claimed an exact

- ¢tquality among one anothcr which wag very natural ;

but



94 THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV,

but the Kings of France have ever challenged a prece-
dency, on pretence of the antiquity of their race and
of their Kingdom and if they gave place to the Em-
perors, it was becaufe men are feldom apt to controvere
aright of ufage. )

The head of the German Republic, though an ele@ive
Prince, and of very little power in himfelf, takesthe
lead indifputably before all the other fovereigns, on
account of his title of Cafar, and the fucceffion from
Charlemagne. The German Charcery did not even
allow the other Potentates the addition of Majefty 3
and yet the Kings of France might have juftly difputed
precedency before the Emperors, becaufe France had
tounded the real Weftern Empire, the name of which
only fubfifts in Germany. They had in their favour not
only the fuperiority ot an hereditary Crown over an
elettive dignity, but the further advantage of an unin-
terrupted fucceflion of Kings, which reigned over a great
monarchy many ages before any of thofe families
throughout the world which are now in poffeflion of
‘Crowns, had attained to any degree of elevition.,
They challenged, at leaft, precedence before the
other States of Europe; and alledged for their claim the
title of Moft Chriftian, which the Kings of Spain dif-
puted by oppofing that of Catholic; and ever fince
Charles V. had held a King of France prifoner at Ma-
drid, the Spanifh haughtinefs wasthe farcher from ceding
this pre-eminence. The Englith and the Swedes, though
they alledge not any of thele honorary additions, avoid
as much as poflible an acknowledgment of this fuperjo-
rity to either of them.

At Rome thefe claims were formerly debared. The
~ Popes, who ufed then to confer Kingdoms by their bulls,
_concluded, with much ftronger reafon, they had a right

to fettle the rank between the Crowned Heads. That
Court, where every thing is tranfacted with the greateft
ceremony, was the tribunal which difcuffed thefe vani.
ties of greatnefs. France was there always allowed the
precedence, when fhe was more powerful than Spain;

“but fince the reign of Charles V. Spain Itad negletted
‘ ' no
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no occafion of being admitted to a footing of equality
at leaft. The difpugg gemained undecided ; a ftep more
or lefs'in a proceflion, an arm-chair placed near an
Altar, or oppofite o a Pulpit, were their triumphs,
and eftablithed their titles to this pre-eminence. The
folly of a point of honour in this article, was as ex-
treme, among Crowned Heads, as the madnefs of duel-
ling was among the inferior ranks of men.

1t happened that at the entry of a Swedith Ambaf-
fador into London, the Count d’Eftrade, Am- ..
baflador from France, and Baron Watteville, :

the Spanith Ambaffador, difputed the precefion. The -

Spaniard, having been more liberal of his money, and
having a larger retinue, gained the Londoa pepulace
on his fide. The coach-harfes of the French. Ambaf-
fador were killed, and the fuite of Count d’Eftrade,
wounded and difperfed, left the Spaniards te march
through the ftreets with {words drawn, as in triumph.

Louis XIV. being informed of this infult, recaled his
Ambaflfador from Madrid, and ordered the Spanith one
to quit France; ftopped the conferences that were then
carrying on in Flanders about fettling the Frontiers;
and fent a meffage to King Philip 1V. his father-in-law,
that if he did not acknowledge the fuperiority of the
Crown of France, and make reparation for this affront
by a formal fatisfaction, the war fhould be immediately
renewed. \ : :

Philip IV. not chooﬁné toreplungehis Kingdom into a
new war for the precedence of an Ambafiador, March 3
fent the Count de Fuentes to declare to the ’:'36:4'
King, at Fontainebleau, in prefence of all the )
foreign - Minifters who were then in France, ¢ that the

- % Spanifh Minifters, for the future, fhould never have
“ any competition with thofe of France.” This was,
not an unequivocal acknowledgement, indeed, of the
pre-eminence of France, but it was an authentic proof
"of the weaknefs of Spain. That Courr, ftill proud,
murmured a long time at its humiliation. Several
Spanifh  Minifters .fince then renewed their former
pietenfions, and obtained an equality at Nimeguen.

‘ Buc
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But Louis XIV. then acquired by his firmnefs a real fifs
periority in Europe, in making it.appear how much he
was to be feared.

He had fcarcely made an end of this inconfiderable af-
fair withfo much grandeur, but he marked it ftill more,
upon anoccafion where his glory feemed to be lefsintereft-
ed. TheyoungFrenchOfficers, inthe warswhich had been
long carried on in Italy againft Spain, had given to the
cxrcumfpe& and jealous Italians the idea of their being
a forward and over-bearing nation.. Italy, indeed, re-
garded all the nations with which the was overﬁowed
as barbdrians, and the French to be as barbarous as the
reft, but gayer and more dangerous, who introduced
pleafurcs into every houfe, fhewing a contempt for the
people, at the fame time, and adding infult to /debau*
chery. They were feared every where, but partxcularly
in Rome,

The Duke of Crequn, Ambaffador to. thc Pope, had
difgufted the people of Rome by his <iaughtinefs ; and
his domeftics, who always carry the faults of their
mafters to an extreme, committed the fame fort of licen-
tioufnefs that the ungovernable young men ufed to da
in Paris, who piqued themfelves every night on attack-
ing and driving the city watch before them. -.

Some of the Duke of Crequi’s fuite took it intdtheir
heads to attack, fword in hand, a detachment of the
Corficans, who are the poﬁ'c of the Civil Magiftrate.
The whole corps of Corficans refenting it, and being
fecretly abetted by Don Mario Chigi brother to Popc
Alexander VII. who hated the Duke of Crequi, rofe in

‘ arms, and befieged the Ambaffacor’s houfe.

A:&‘:" They fired at the coach in which the Duchefs

of Crequi was, juft turning into the porte

cochere, killed one of her pages, and wounded {everal
of her attendants,

The Duke of Crequi 1mmed1ately quitted Rome, and
accufed the Pope’s relations, and the Pope himfelf, of
having encouraged this affaflination, The Pope de-
layed, as long as he could, giving any fatisfation,
from a notion that with rc gard to the French it was only

neceflary
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neceffary to procraftinate, and, that every thing would
be forgotten. But after.four months hefitation, he was
obliged to hang one of the Corficans, and one of ‘the
Sbirri. *, and to. banith the Governor from Rome
who was fufpe@ted to have favoured the outrage. But
he was ftruck with confternation when he heard that
the King, not content with this, threatened to be-
fiege Rome; that he had already marched troops into
Italy; and that Marfhal du Pleffis-Praflin was named to
command them. This affair became now & national
qquarrel on both fides, and the King would vindicate
his own. The Pope, before-he would comply with the
fatisfattion demanded, folicited the mediation of the
reft. of the Catholic Princes, exerting all his politics
to roufe them againft Louis XIV.; but the circum«
ftances of the times were not favourable to him. The .
Empire was attacked by the Turks; and Spain was.
embarraffed in an unprofperous war with Portugal. |

The Courtof Rome only irritated the King, -without
being able to refift, him.- :The Parliament of Provence
fummoned - the Pope, and took poffeflion of Avignon,
In other times, the excommunications of Rome would
have been iffued agamft fuch facrilege ; but thefe arms
were now, worn-out, and become a jeft. - The Pope was
obliged to fubmiit; he was forced to banifh his own
brother from Rome; to fend his nephew, Cardinal Chigi,
in the quality of I:cgatg a Latere, to make fatisfattion
to the King; ro difband his Corfican guards; and to
eret a pyramid in Rome, Wwith an infcription reciting
both the affront and the reparation. Cardinal Chigi was
the firft Legate from the Court of Rome that ever was
fent upon the -errand of begging pardon, . All former
Legates. were deputed to give laws, and impofe the
tenths +. ’ . :

The King was not contented with having an affront
repaired by tranfient ceremonies, or by monuments as
perithable alfo, (for he fuffered, fome years after, the

® Conftables. ' . :

+ The tenth quota of all ecclefiaftical benefices Jevied by the Papal
authority, upon any exigency of the Holy See.

" Yor. L H demolition
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demolition of this pyramid) ; but he compelled the Court
of Rome to furrender Caftro and Ronciglioné, at leaft
for a term, to the Duke of Parma; and to indemnify
the Duke of Modena for his claims upon Comachio.
Thus did he derive from this infult the real honour of
becoming the Prote&or of the Italian Princes.

While he was in this manner fupporting his dignity,
he did not negle the increafe of his power. His finan-
oa ccs%)cing well adminiftered by Colbert, enabled
. Tree2?  him to purchafe Dunkirk and Mardike from
the King of England, for five ‘millions of
livres, at twenty-fix livres ten fous the -mark. -Charles
II. both poor and prodigal, thus fhamefully fold the
price of Englifh blood. His Chancellor Hyde, accufed
of having either advifed, or permitted, this mean a&ion,
was afterwards banithed by the Parliament of England,
which punithes often the crimes of favourites, and
fometimes fits in judgment upon its kin)g(s. -

- Louis_fet thirty thoufand men to work upon the for-
1665,  tifications of Dunkirk, both on the land-fide.

and on that of the fea, There was a large
bafon hollowed out, between the town and the citadel,
fufficient for the reception of thirty fhips of war; fo
that England had no fooner fold the place, than it be-
came an objet of their terror. -

Some time after, the King compelled the Duke of
Ak, Lorrain to give him the ftrong town of Mar-
66y fal. This-unhappy Charles IV. an illuftri-

' ous warrior, but a weak Prince, inconftant
and imprudent, concluded 2 treaty, by which he ceded
Lorrain to France after his death, on condition that
the King would permit him to levy a million upon
‘the dominions that he ‘had abandoned to him, and
that the Princes of the Houfe of Lorrain fhould
be ranked as Princes of the Blood in France. This
treaty, ‘regiftered in vain by the Pagliament of Paris,
ferved only to produce new inconftancies in the Duke
of Lorrain; who was glad - afterwards ¢to furren-
‘der Marfal, and throw himf}f upen the clemency of
the King. . C o
e e Lonis
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.- Louis augmented his territories even. during the
peace; and kept himfelf always prepared' for war, by
“fortifying his. frontiers, preferving a ftri@ difcipline in
-his army, increafing his troops, and reviewing them
often. : ,

‘The Turks were then very formidable in Europe.
They at the fame time attacked the Emperor of Get-
many and the Venetians. *The policy of the Kings of
France had always been to preferve an alliance with the
Porte, not only for the advantages'of commerce, but to

- prevent the Houfe of Auftria from becoming too power-
ful. However; a Chriftian King could not refufe aflifting
. the Emperor, when he'was in danger ; and the intereft of
- France was, that the Turks thould raife difturbances in
- Flungary, but not invade it. Befides, his treaties with
the Empire made this honourable meafure his duty. Ac-
cordingly he fent {ix thoufasd men into Hungary, under
the command of the Count de Coligni, the only remainin
defcendant of the family of that Coligni formerly fo
- ¢elebrated in our civil wars, and who merited, perhaps,
-as great renown as that Admiral, both by his courage -
- and his virtue. Friendfhip had attached him to the
Great Condé, and all the offers of Cardinal Mazarin
were never able to feduce him from his conneétion.
. He carried with him the flower of the French Nobi-
lity, and among them the young La Feuillade, a man
- of an enterprizing {pirit, and ambitious of eminence
and fame. Thefe French troops went to Hungary to
~ferve under General Montecuculi, who at that
“time oppofed the Grand Vizier Kiuperli, or Al‘;g““’
- Kouprogli; and who afterward, in ferving i+
- againft- France, balanced the reputation of
Turenne. A great battle was fought at St. Gothard, on
- the banks of the Raab, between the Turkith and the
German armies. The French performed prodigies
- of -valour; even the Germans, who loved them nor,
" were forced to confefs their merit. ' But it would not be
doing the fame juftice to the Germans, to fay, as many
bcoks have done, that the French alone carried away
the honour of the-vitory.

H 2 : ' The
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The King, while he maintained his grandeur by openly
-fuccouring the Emperor, and adding, a luftre to the
:French arms, employed his policy privately to affift
Portugal againft Spain. ~ Cardinal Mazarin had formerly
made a facrifice of the Fortuguefe, by the Pyrenean
treaty ; but Spain had made feveral little tacit infrations
"on the peace. France made one herfelf, both bold and
decifive. Marfhal Schomberg, a foreigner and a Hu-
guenot, marched into Portugal at the head of four
thoufand French forces paid by Louis XIV. though
- he pretended they were hired by the King of Portugal.
Thefe troops, joined to the Portuguefe forces,
] 166<. gained a compleat victory-at Villa-Viciofa,
> which eftablithed the throne in the Braganza
family. Thus Louis XIV. already appearéd to be a mar-
tial and political Prince, and Europe dreaded him even
- before he had yet begun to make war in his own
name. . :
It was this fame poljcy which made him, contrary to
his engagements, elude joining the few fhips he was
then mafter of, to the Dutch fleet. He had entered into
. an alliance with Holland, in 1662. That Republic, about
that time, had renewed the war with England, on ac-
. count of the vain and ridiculous honour of the flag ®, and
for the fake of their fubftantial interefts in the commerce .
of the Indfes. Louis faw with pleafure thefe two mari-
. time powers put to fea every year againft each other, fleets
of more than one hundred fhips of war, and mutually
deftroying one another by the moft obftinate battles that
ever were heard of, and of which the only confequence
was, the weakening of both parties. One of thefe fea-
fights lafted three 1 intire days. It wasin
June 1666.7 '3 thefe actions that the Dutch Admiral De
Ruyter acquired the charater of being
the greateft naval commander that ever lived. It was
he who went and burned the fineft of the Englith fhips
even in their own ports, about four leagues from Lon-

® Was this more vain and 1idiculous than the &ruggle for Preee--
dency between France and Spain ? « e :
+ The Englith Hiftorians fgy four.
" don,
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don ®*. He made Holland mafter at fea +, the empire -
of which England had ever maintained before, and
where Louis XIV. had not yet become confiderable. .
The fovereignty of the ocean had been divided for
fome time between thofe two nations. The art of fhip-
building, and conftructing them either for commerce or
for war, was but little known to any except themfelves.
France, under the miniftry of Richelien, thought herfelf
powerful at fea, becaufe from about fixty thips which fhe
reckoned in hér ports, the could fend out, perhaps, thirty;
of which -there was but one that mounted feventy giins.
Under Mazarin, they purchafed. fram Holland the few
-veflels they had ; but wanted failors, officers, and manu-
‘factures, for-the conftruétion and equipment of them.
The King undertook to repair the ruinous ftate af
‘his marine, and to fupply France with every requifite
for the purpofe, with incredible diligence. But'in 1664,
-and 1665, while the Englifh and Dutch covered the feas
with near three hundred large men of wan, he had not

® At Chatham, in the river Medway. Voltaire is miftaken in his

meafure ; for ’tis thirty miles from London ; and four leagues, by
.any computation, (for it is various in different parts of I'rance) will
not reach it. - ' '

+ This we deny. In the firft engagement of this war, in the year
1665, the Duke of York gained a compleat vi@tory over Opdam and
Tromp ; and if his Royal Highnefs had not taken a aap too foon, he
would not havé left them a f(hip to continwe the war. The a&ion
maintaiied, the next year, in June, between Prince Rupert and the

- Duke of. Albemarle, Admiral or ‘the Englifh fiéet; and De Ruyter,
and Van Tromp, of the Dutch, was fo equally fought, .that both fides
fung Te Deam. But the pext month the matter was pat quite out
of difpute, by an intire defeat of the fame Dutch Admirals by the
fame Englith ones ; after which Admiral Holmes failed triumphantly
along the coaft of Holland, burned two men of war and many mer-
chant fhips in the river Vlie, made a defgent on, Schelling, and de«
molithed the town of Brandaris. oL

The affair of Chatham was a difgrace to the Dutch. themfelves, noe
to the Englith. . It was doné by furprize, during the time that'a con-

. fetence for peace was depending, when the Enghith, looking upoen that

interval-td' be exempt from hofilities, had unmanned ‘and unrigged

_ their pavy. ' .

In the fecond Dutch war, the firft engagement was fo much in our
favour, that De Ruyter fheered off in the night. The fecond, third |
and fourth allions were nearly equal, on both fides.

' H3 ‘ above ';
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above fifteen or fixteen fhips, of the loweft rates, which
the Duke of Beaufort commanded againft the Cor-
fairs of Barbary; and when the States-General prefled -
Louis XIV. to join his fleet to theirs, .there was only
one fingle fire-thip in the harbour'of Breft, which they
were athamed to fend out, ’till preffed to it by repeated
inftances. But this was a difgrace which Louis XIV."
quickly exerted himfelf to efface. :
- He gave the States a more honourable and effential -
1665 fuccour by land. He fent them fix thoufand
French troops, to defend them againft the
-Bifhop of Munfter, Chriftopher-Bernard de Galen, a
martial Prelate, and an implacable enemy, fubfidized by
"England to-ravage the territories of Holland, But he
made them pay dear for his affiftance, and treated them
like a powerful perfon who fells his protection to opu-
lent merchants. Colbert charged them not, only with
the pay of thefe troops, but.added the expences of an
embafly fent to Engﬂ)and, to conclude their peace with
“Charles Il. 'Never was aid given with fo 1ll a grace,
nor confequently received with lefs gratitude,

The King having thus trained his troops, and formed.
new officers, in Hungary, in Helland, and in.Portugal,
refpeted and revenged in Rome, faw not a fingle power

“in ﬁt\rope thathe needed to fear. England ravaged by the
plague ; London burned down by a fire, unjuftly imputed
to the Roman Catholics ;' the continual prodigality and
indigence of Charles 1I. as deftructive to the ftate of his |
affairs, as the burning, or the plague ; fecyred France
fufficiently from any danger on. the fide of England.
The Emperor was ftill {uffering under the weaknefs occa-
fioned by his war with the Turks. ‘The King of Spain,

_ Philip IV. dying, and his Monarchy being as feeble as
himfelf, left Louis XIV. the only powerful, the only for-

- midable Monarch among the States. - He was young,

: rich, well-ferved, implicitly -obeyed, and fhewed an

. impatience to fignalize himfelf, and rank with Con-
QUETOrS. - o o .

0 .t ‘ . ’ B .S
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C H A P VIL

Conqusft of Flanders.

-

' PPORTUNITY prefented itfelf foon to a Ki
who fought it. Philip IV, his father-in-law, died.
Me had by his firft wife, who was fifter. to Louis XIII.
the Princefs Maria-Therefa, married to her coufin Louis
XI1V.; amarriage by which the Spanifth Monarchy has

at length fallen into the Houfe of Bourbc
enemy. By his fecond marriage with Mary
ftria, he had Charles II. a weak and fick
-to his crown, and the fole remaining fon
- children, two of whom had died in the ¢
X1V. Pl‘ctended that. Flanders, Brabant,
- Comté, provinces belonging to Spain, oug
to the jurifprudence of thofe.States, todefce
notwithftanding her renunciation. If t
Kings were to be decided by the Laws of
. fore an impartial tribunal, . this demand mi
doubtful, at leaft, : -
- -Louis had- his rights canvaffed by his
-aflifted by the Theologians, who all decla
irrefragable; but the Council  and the Co
- Dowager of Philip IV. pronounced them
~in, law. - The Queen had, oa her fide, a
ment, namely, the law of Charles V; b
Charles 'V, were not much regarded by

- France. D
One of the pretexts which were affumed
- cil of the King, 'was, -that the five hun
- crowns, ftipulated as the dowry with th
“never been paid ; but then they forgot th
of the. daughter of Henry IV. ren
- charged alfo. France and -Spain difput
at firft by writings, in which were difpl:
culations of a banker, and the pleadings
“but the reafon of ftate was the only legi
- This reafon of ftate \;v{as fomething .
: ) 4 ‘
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Louis XIV. began to attack an.infant, of whom he
ought to have been the guardian;and proteétor, as he
was married to his fifter. Could it be fuppofed that the
Emperor Leopold, confidered as- the head of the Houfe

of Auftria, would have fuffered him to opprefs this ~

-family, and aggrandize himfelf in Flariders ? Who could
.believe that the Emperor and the King.of France had
before divided, in idea, the fpoils of  the young Charles
eof Auftria,. ng of Spam ? Some hints of this fad truth
.are to be met with in the Memoirs of the Marqmq de
-Torcy *, though they are . npt fufficiently’ clear. Time
-has nt length uhfokz:d a myftery, which proves, that
y .amoyig Kings-the intereft and the claims of' the frongeft
power take place of juftice, efpecially whcn that right
I'cenis to be in the leaft doubtful, . ;

"All the brathers of Charles II. King of Spam wore
dead ‘Charles-was-of. a feeble:add unbealehy, conflitu- -
.tion. " Lobis. XIV. and Leapold. concluded;-in his in-.
fanoy, the.fame treaty-of. pamtlon, preuy. nearlyy: thae

carved between them oh “his death, -, By shat com-
ixé{ which is actually anidog ithe records at the Loywre, .
eopold was to fuffer Louis XIV. ta'poffefs bimfeif, at
_prefent, of Flanders; on . condition that::dn £heideath
of Charles, Spain fiould pafs.under tha doininion.of the
- Emperor. .- It is not {aid : whether there:was!dpy.money
paid, in confideration of. zhmruﬂaordmary" Regociation,
{Gcnerally, this, prmcxpal articlé no all tmmcs w ktpt a
CCret. i (R S
Leopold had na fooner, ﬁghcd the deed, tha.n‘hs repent-
ed of it; at leaft, he infifted that this tranfaction
fhould ‘not Be revealed. ta'any.of .the Couness shar no
countérpart thould be executtd of .the agteement; asis
ufual; and that.the fole infirument which: wag-to- fub-
fift bgtwccn them, .fhonld: be-docked up'in an tron box,
of which the. Emperor:-wad to: keep .one key, and
the King of. Frincei the other.. This box was: to be
lepofited .in.she' hands of the Great Duke of Florenge,

The Emperor delivered: itfor. this. putpofe- to " the

“rench Ambaffador, ‘theén at Vicnna, and:the King. font

# Vol. L page 36, of an Edium faid t0.beprineed 2o the FHague;

adetach- |
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‘a detachment af fixteen of ‘his hﬁ:Jguards to the gates of
the city, as.a convoy to the Courier, left the Emperor
might alter his mind, and ‘have the box carried off on
the road - It was carried tg;;] erfaxllcs, and not to Fio-

“rence; which affords caufe to- fufpc& that Leopold had
-~ been bribed to the contrat; ﬁncehcdld not dare to com-

plain of: the fraud, - |
In this, manner did- t'he Empcrar faffer the ng of
Spain to be defpoiled. -
. " The King, trufting more to, hls troops tha.n,ﬁls
reafons, marched into Flanders -as to acertain.con- . 1667
queft. He was himfelf at the:head of thirty-five thoufand
-men ; another body of-eight thoufand was fent towards
Dunerk~ and .ane of four thoufand towards Luxem.
.burgh. Turennc commanded th;: army under him. Col-
bert had multiplied the refources of the ftate neceffary to
fupply thefe. expences. ;. Louvois, .the new Minifter for
.the war depgrtment, had siade immenfe preparations for
.the campaign. Stores of every kind were properly difpo-
-fed oh the frontiers. He was the firft thateftablithéd'the
-advantageous method, which.the weaknefs of Government
‘had before repdered impracticable, of fubfifting armies by
magizines: ~ Whatever fiege the King chofe to under-
- take, -on whichfoever fide he turned his arms, provifions
-of every kind were at hand ; the quarters for the troops
were ‘marked out; and thelr marches adjufted. - Difci-
pline, become more i gyery day by the inflexible fe-
verity of the Migifter, reftrained the Ofﬁce,rs within their
duty: The prefence of a yaung King the idol-of his
.army, réndered the hardfhip of this difcipline not only
_ealy, bur pleafing. Military. rank commepced from this
‘time. to. e an honour muych fuperior tp thac of birth.
Services.and not anceftry’ were now confidered, which
-had. feldom. been the rule before. By this diftin@ion an
+©Officer of the meaneft origin was encouraged; without af-
- fording cauft to thofe of . the nobleft defcent to murmur.,
The Infantry, which bore the brunt of war fince the
tfelefinefs of lances had been difcovered, partook. of: the

. Tewards ‘whith the Cavalry had exclufively pofieffed be

 fore. Ncw' maxims of government infpired new ardoutr
? 2 . Th
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The King, affifted by a General and a Minifter ®* of

equal abilities, and equally jealous of each other ; both,
however, ferving him the better for that reafon; at the
head of the beft troops in Europe, and finally ftrengthened -
by a new league with Portugal, attacked with all chefe
advantages a Province ill défended of a Kingdom al-
ready ruined and torn in pieces. He had only his mother=-
inelaw to contend with, a weak woman governed ‘by a -
Jefuit +, whofe defpifed and unhappy adminiftration had
left the Spanith monarchy without defence. The King
. of France had every advantage that waswanting to Spain.
. ~The art of atracking places,- as at prefent, had not
then been perfetted, becaufe ‘the fkill -of : fortifying
and defending them was alfo unknown. The frohtiers
‘of Spanith Flanders were moftly without fortifications,
and ungarrifoned. ¢ Y0 .o '

Louis had only to -prefent himfelf before them. He
entered Charleroy, as' if ‘it had beea Paris; "Ath and

. Tdurnay were’ taken in two days. ' Furnes,

July f' Armentieres, aid Courtray, did not hold out ‘

-~ longer!" ‘He -entered the trenches before
Douay; and it furrendered tlie next day. - Lifle, the moft
flourifhing city in this Provinee, the only one ‘well for-

tified, and containing 4 garrifon 'of fix thou- -

Augef 37. 504 mien, capitulated, after.a nine days fiege.

The Spaniards had not above cight thoufand troops to (
‘vppofe againft this ¥i¢torious army ; and the rear of this

Ausuft fmall body was cut in pieces by:the Marquis,
Augul 31 o frerwards Matthal, de-Crequi. "The remain-
der fheltered: itfelf under the walls of Mons and Bruflels,
leaving the King a conqueror witheut a battle. .

This campaigh, made in the midft of the greateft
abundance, -and attended by fuccefles fo eafy, ap-
peared to be merely a Court progrefs. Feaftings, luxu-

, and pleafurés, then got foeting in the army, even
' while difcipline was perfeting itfelf. Officers then per-
" ® Turenne and Colbert.’ : - ' .
: ® Rather Nitard, 2 German.. He told the Duke of Lerma once, that
i he ought to treat him with more refpe&, ¢ ashe had every day his

¢ God in his hands, (the Eucharift) and his Queen at his feet.” (He
was her Confeflor.)- o o 5 i

—_—
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formed all their military duties with more exactpefs, but
with more elegant accommodations. Marfhal Turenne
.for.a long time had only eaten off iron plates in camp,
The Marquis D’Humieres was the¢ firft, at:the fiege of
Acrras, in1658, who was ferved in plate in the trenches,
and had his table covered with ragouts and fecond cqurfes.
But in this campaign of 1667, where a young King, who
loved magnificence, difplayed that of his Court amidft
“the fatigues. of war, every one exerted himfelf to exhibit
patterns of fumptugufnefs and tafte in his entertain-
ments, his drefs, and equipage. :

‘T his luxury, the certain fign of the riches of a great
ftate, and often the caufe of decadence in a fmall one,
was, however, nothing in comparifon with what we
have fince become acquainted with. The King, his
Generals, and his Minifters, ufed then to go to the
rendezvous on horfeback 5 whereas at prefent every Cap-
aain of horfe, or General Officer’s fecretary, has his poit-
chaife, with glafics and fprings, to convey: him more
commodioufly, and at his eafe, than one'could formerl
pay a vilit from one quarter of Paris to another.

T he delicacy of the Officers did.not then prevent them
from appearing in the trénches covered with a helmet and
a cuirafs. - ‘The King himfelf fec ‘them -the. example.
He went into the lines' fo armed, before Douay and
Lifle. This prudent caution has faved many a great
‘man 3 but it has been oo much neglected -fince, by gur
_young men of feeble frames, equally effeminate 4dnd

" brave, ahd who feem to dread fatigue more than danger.
*- The rapidity «©f thefeconquefts alarmed Bruffels ; and
the inhabitants began to remove their effeks to Ant-
werp. Theconquetl of altFlanders might have.been the
work of this_fingle campaign. The King had occafion
only for a fufficient number of troops to take pofieffion
.of the places ready ta opén their gates to his f{dmmons.
Louvois advifed- him to put ftrong garrifons into the
‘towns he had already made himfelf maftér of, and to for-
tify them. " Vauban, one of thofe great men and perfons
“of genius'who appeared in this age for the fcrv:iLce of
S - ’ ouis
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Lonis XIV ®, was appomtcd mlhtary archrtc& to per-

form this work. Fle executed it according to his new

method, which has fince bCen adopted by all good en-
ineers.

* The world was amazcd- to fee placcs furrounded only
by works lying on alevel with the open country. High
and bold fortifications were but the more expoled to the
battery of “artillery; while thofe that were ‘hid ‘under
ground; were in lefs-dariger of being deftroyed. He

conftruéted the: citadel of Lifle upon thefe prin-
#668. (ivles: In France, the governmert of'a town had
never before been a detached command from that of the
fortrefs. " The precedentof this was firit made in favoar
of Vauban, who was the firft governor of a citadel. ft
‘may furthér be obferved, that the firft of thefe plans in
relievo, - that is to be feen in the gallery of - the Louvrc,
was that of the fortifications of Lifle. * -

The King haftened back to enjoy the acclamatlon.s
of his’ pcople, ‘the adorations of his Courtiers-and Mif-
trcﬂ"es‘, and to partakc of thc fcﬂ:lvals hc gave his Court.

‘l.

€ H-'A P 1x':

ﬂ» Cazgueﬁ:of Ffdncbe-Com;w, ami the. Peau q)ﬁ , A';x-lq-
.:'c:)c-Cbapea. e

: . i
HE Cotm: was 1mfnerfed in the cntcrsammcnts €%-
hibited at St. Germain’s, when i, the depth of, win-

ter, in the month.of :January, people were f{urprifed

'668' - 1a' fee troops ' marching.on all ﬁdes, pafling and
npamng theroads: of Champagne, in the-Three Bifhop-
ncks and tmns of artillery and ammumuon—waggons

. Wbat a ﬂrokz of French, mthuﬁﬂfm in thls' Vaubaq and other
reat men, and perfons of genius, were on.|y fent into the world, xt

. cems, for the fervice of Louis XIV, ‘This is, to be fure, a more in-
“nocént, 'théugh' not a lefs ridiculbus' nofion than one of the fame
kind thdc fome of the Eaftern nations are pofiefed with; who, upon
the domife.of their-King, pit all his fuite to death; that he may be
_properly ferved in the next -world, u Vol}au-c fays Louxs le Grand

was in ‘this, ™ <
ﬁopped
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ftopped, upon different pretences, on the high-way lead-
ing from Champagne to Burgundy. . This part of France
was in general.rhotion, the caufe of which could not
even-be guefled at. ' Foreigners through intereft, and
the natives, through curiofity, were loft - in conjec-
tures. Germany was alarmed. - “The object of thefe pre-
parations and irregular marches was a myftery to all.
Never was the fecret of a confpiracy better preferved,
than was this expedition of Louis XIV., .

- At length, on the fecond of February, Louis fet off
from St. Germain’s, with the young Duke of Enguien, fon
to the Great Cpndé, and fome of his Court; the other Of-
ficers were gone to the rendezvous of the troops.  He
made long journies on horfeback, till he arrived at Di-
jon. Twenty'thoufan_d men, aflfembled from different
routes, collected themfelves together, the fame day, in
Franche-Comte, at fome leagues diftance from Befan-
¢on, and the Great Condé appeared at their head ; hav-
ing for his principal Lieutenant General,Bouteville-
Montmorency, his friend, become then Duke of Lux-
embourg, always attached to him in his good or ill for-
tune. Luxembourg was the gupil of Condé in the art
of war; and his great merit obliged the King to employ
him, though he did not love him *, o

Intrigues of Court were, parrly, the mgtives of this
unexpected enterprize. The Prince of Condé was jea-
lous of Turenne’s glory, and: Louvois of his favour
with the King. Condé’s {entiment was the emulation -
of a hero; Louvois, the envy of a2 Minifter. The Prince
being Governor of Burgundy, which confines upon
Franche-Comté, had formed the defign of making him-
felf mafter of that Province, in a winter campaign, and
in lefs time than Turenne had taken, the {ummer before,
for the conquett of French Flanders, H® immediately
communicated his project to Louvois, who readily con-

* Luxembourg was afterwards one of the greateft Generals of France.
He commanded in the war againft the Dutch. He was hump-backed ;
and héaring that the Prince of Orange had refle@ted on that circum-

. ftance, he replicd, ¢¢ He can fpeak but by guefs, for he never faw
** my back, though I have often feen his.” '

" curred,

.
. \

. ‘
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curred, in order to keep Turenne at a diftance, and ren-
der him ufelefs, and at the fame time with a view to the
intereft of his mafter. -
_ This Province, poor in riches, but-fértile in foil, well
. peopled,*forty leaguesin length, and twenty in breadth,
. g::c the title of Franche or free,” and was really fo in ef-
fe&; for the Kings of Spain were rather its prote&ors,
than its mafters. Though this country was in the
government of Flanders, it was but little dependant on
it. The entire adminiftration was divided and difputed
between the Parliament-and the Governor of the Pro-
vince. The people poffeffed great privileges, that
were always refpected by the Court of Madrid, which
was obliged to temporize with a diftrit
rights, and fo near a neighbour to France.
~ Befangon ® governs itfelf like an Imperial City, and
no people ever lived under a milder adminiftration, or
were more attached to their Sovereigns. Their affec-
tion to the Houfe of Auftria was tonftant, during two
nerations ; but this affeion was founded in that of
eir liberty. In fhort, Franche-Comte was happy, tho’
_poor; but as it was a kind of Republic, it was not ex-
empt from factions ; and, notwithftanding what Peliffon
has faid to the contrary, force was not the fole means
employed upon this occafion. - v -
me of the citizens were gainéd over by prefents and
promifes, as was alfo the Abbot John Watteville, bro-
" ther to him, who, by infulting the French Ambaffador
in London, had caufed, by that outrage, the humilia-
-tion of the branch of Spanifh-Auftria. This Abbor,
who was formerly an Officer, then a Carthufian Monk,
afterwards a confiderable time a Mufiulman: among the
“Turks, and at laft anEcclefiaftic, was promifed tobe made
High-Dean, with the addition of other benefices.” Some
of the Magiftrates and Officers were purchafed at a fmall
ice; and in fhort, the Marquis ofP Yenne, Governor-
ggneral of the place, became fo traétable, that he was

jealous of its

® The capital of Franche-Comte. -
| apenly
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openly réwarded after the war with a large penfion, and

the rank of a Licutenant-General in France. :
As foon as thefe fecret intrigues were a little advanced,
the'y were -further {upported by twenty thoufand men. .
Befangon, the capital of the province, was invefted by
the Prince of Condé, -and Luxembourg marched againft
" -Salins ®, The next day both,Befangon andsSalins fur-
rendered. - Befangon afked no.-other terms of capitula-
" tion, than the prefervation of the fhrine of St. Suaire,
or the Holy Handkerchief +, moft devoutly worthipped
in that city ; which was readily granted. The King ar-
rived at Dijon. Logpvois, who had flown to the frantiers
to direct all thefe meafures, haftened to acquaint him that
thefe two towns had been befieged and had furrendered.
.The King immediately heftened to pay his obeifance
Fortune, who favoured him in every thing. -
He laid fiege to Dole®, in perfon. This place was
reputed ftrong; and the Count de Montrevel coms«
.manded there, an Officer of  remarkable bravery, and
who was faithful, through a natural noblenefs of mind,
~ to the Spanith Government which he hated, and to the
Parliament that he defpifed. He had not a garrifon of
more than four. hundred foldiers, with the inhabitants,
.and yet he refolved to hold out. The trenches wete not
. .carried on in form; for no fooner were they opened, than
a number of young volunteers who followed the King,
. fu(hed forward: to attack the counterfcarp, and made a
. lodgment there. The Prince of Condé, towhom yearsand
.experience had given a calmer courage, fupported them
properly, and fhared the danger, to refcue them frem it.

® Another confiderable town in Franche-Comte, fo called from
the manufa&ure of falt-works carried on there.
4+ The French word is kaire, which fignifies a awindisg-peet. ‘The
Romifh church has canonized the linen they fuppofed our Saviour to
have beenburied in. But why call it a bandkerchief 7 1 apprehend the cul-
tom of burying in linen to be of a later date. That pious Church
has canonized the grave alfo, by the title of 8¢, Sepulchre. But in this
"they feem to have begun at the wrong end of mortality. Why forget
the cradle? Methinks §:. Cune, or §t. Cuxabuala, would make as
-good a figare in the Kalendar. y
® One of the towas in Fraache-Comté,

Tixc '
A
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The Prince was every whete, with hisfon; and after the
aftion, went to give an account of it to the King, like
an Officer whofe fortune wis yet to make. :

The King remained in his quarters, difplaying rather
the dignity of a Monarch in his Court, than the ardour
of a General in the field, 'and which would have been
perfeitly ufelefs upon this--occafion.. All the etiquette
of St. Gerthain’s was obferved here. He had his pesi¢
coucher *, public drawing-rooms, private parties, and a
hall of audience in his tent 3 nor did he in any thing depart
from the ceremonials of a throne, except 1a permitting
his Generals and Aids-de-camp to dine at-his table. He
did not manifeft in the fatigues of war that impetuous
bravery by which Francis'1. and Henry IV, had diftin-
guifthed themfelves, whofe daring fpirit feemed to chal-
lenge danger. He thought it fufficient not to fear it
himfelf, and to encourage others to defy it for his fer-
vice. S

He took pofleflion of Dole, after four days fiege,

and twelve days after his fetting out from
F “‘6"6;4" St. Germain’s; and finally, in lefs than three
*  weeks the whole Franche-Comté fubmitted
-t0 his fovereignty. TheSpanith Council,equally amazed
and incenfed at the weak defence that had been made,
“wrote to the Governor, that ¢ The King of France
“ might have fent his Valet-de-Chambre to have taken
¢ pofleffion of the country in his name, and faved him-
o Fclf the trouble of going in perfon.” o

So much fuccefs, with fo much ambition, at length
roufed Europe out of its lethargy. The Empire began to

ut itfelf in motion, and the Emperor to raife troops,

he Swifs bordering upon Franche-Comté began to
tremble for their liberty, which was then their fole trea-
fure. The reft of Flanders was liable te be invaded, the
approaching {pring. TheDutch, who had always found
it neceflary to fecure the French as their friends, now
dreaded their becoming their neighbours. Spain had

+ There is no Engli{h term for this expreffion. It means the inter-
Vval between the King's retiring from company, and his going to bed.
. then
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then recourfe te thefe very Hollanders, and was, in faét,
protected by that inconfiderable nation, which it had
formerly looked upon as defpicable and rebellious..

Helland was governied by John de Witt, who from
the age of five-and:twenty had been ele@ted Grand Pen:
fionary ; a man equally jealous of the freedom of his
country, and of his own perfonal greatnefs; conform-
ing himfelf to the frugality and' moderation of his Repu-
blic, he had but one footman and a fervant-maid, and
went on foot at the Hague, while his name ranked with
thofe of the moft potent Kings, in all the negociations of
Europe; a man indefatigable in labour; remarkable
for regularity, wifdom, and induftry in bufinefs ; an ex-
cellent citizen, a great politician, and, notwithftanding
all this, extremely unfortunate.

He had contratted a friendfhip (a rare thing among
Minifters) with Sir William Temple, who was then the
Englith Ambaffador at the Hague. Temple was a Phi-
lofopher, who united letters with bufinefs. He was a
good man, notwithftanding the reproach which Bithop
Burnet has objeéted to him, of atheifm; born with the
fpirit of a wife republican, loving Holland as if it had
been his native land, becaufe it was free; and as tenaci= .
ous of that freedom as the Grand Penfionary himfelf:
Thefe two citizens united themfelves to the Count de
Dhona, Ambaffador from Sweden; to oppofe the pro
grefs of the King of France. ' :

Thisera was marked for rapid events. Thatpart of
Flanders which is now called French-Flanders; had been
taken in three months; Franche-Comté, in three weeks.
The treaty between Holland, England, arid Sweden, to
preferve the balance of Europe, and to fupprefs the ambi-
tion of Louis X1V. was propofed and concluded in five
days*. The Council of -the Emperor 1eopold dared _
not enter into this league. He was bound by the fecret
treaty which he had entered into with the King of
France, to ftrip the young King of Spain of his domi-
nions. He fecretly encouraged the union between Enge

, * This was called the Triple Alliance,
.70'1'.5 L . 1 ' . Jand,
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land, Sweden, and Holland, but ventured not to take
any open meafures. :

L.ouis XIV. was incenfed that fo {fmall a ftate as Hol-
land fhould prefume to form an idea of limiting his
conquefts, and of becoming the arbiter of Kings; and
the more fo, that it was capable of it. This prefumption
of the United Provinces was.an affront which he was ob-
liged to brook, but for which he, from that time, me-
ditated vengeance. "

. All ambitious, powerful, and irritated as he was, he

averted the ftorm which was beginning to rife throughout
all Europe. He himfelf propofed a peace. France and
Spain chofe Aix-la-Chapelle for their place of confer-
ence, and the new-eleted Pope Rofpigliofi, Clement IX.
for their mediator. ' :

The Court of Rome, in order to hide its weaknefs un-
der an appearance of power, left no- means untried to
gain the honour of being arbitrator between the Crowned
Heads ; and though fhe could not obtain it at the treaty
of the Pyrenees, fhe feemed at leaft to have gained it at
the peace made at Aix-la-Chapelle. A Nuncio was fent
to the Congrefs to be the fhadow of arbitration between
thofe phantoms of Plenipotentiaries. The Dutch, alrea-.
dy jealous of their glory, would not divide with any
other power, that of concluding what they had them-
felves begun.. Every thing, in faét, was carried on at
St. Germain’s, by the Miniftry of their Ambaffador, Van
Beuning. All that was fecretly agreed to by him, was
difpatched to Aix-la-Chapelle, to be.fignhed in due form
by the Minifters aflembled at the Congrefs. 'Who would
have imagined, thirty years before, that France and
Spain fhould be'obliged to'receive the mediation of a Ci-
tizen of Holland? ,

This Van Beuning, a Burgomafter of Amfterdam,

' had the vivacity of a Frenchman, with

1\;12282, the pride of a Spaniard. He was pleafed

" with every opportunity to mortify the impe-
rious haughtinefs of the King, and always oppofed are-
publican inflexibility to that tone of f{uperiority which
the French Minifters gffcéted to affume. ¢ Will you

2 : not
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¢ not depend on the King’s promife ?”” faid Monfeur
de Lionne to him, in a conference. I know not what
¢ the King may intend,”’ replied Van, Beuning; *“ I
¢ only confider what he may do.” .

In fine, at the Court of the proudeft Monarch in the
world, 2 fimple Burgomafter concluded, by his own au-
thority, a peace by which the King was abliged to re-
linquifh the Province of Franche-Comté. The Dutch+
would rather have chofen that he had reftored Flanders,
and thereby have rid them of fo dangerous a neighbour;
but the reft of Europe thought that he had condefcend-
ed fufficiently, in furrendering Franche-Comté; and he
was contented with keeping poffeflion of the towns of
Flanders, which left the way open to him into Holland,
whofe deftruction he had deterined upon, at the very
time he was complying with its terms.

. .9
CHAP X

. The Works and Magnificence of Louis Xw. 4 Singalay
Adventure in Portugal. Cafimir in France. Succour
given to Candia. Conqueft of Holland, ’

OUIS XIV.-being obliged for fome time to remain
peaceable, continued, as he had begun, to regu-

late, fortify, and embellifh his Kingdom. He proved
that an abfolute Monarch who wilhes to do good, may
attain every thing without difficulty. .He had only to
command, and the fucceffes in the adminiftration were as
rapid as his conquefts. It was a wonderful thing

to fee-the fea-ports, which were formerly- deferted, and -

gone to decay, now furrounded by works, that were

at once their ornament and: their defence, covered with °

thips and failors, and already containing near fixty Jarge
veflels, ready to be equipped for war. New Colonies
proteted by the French flag, were every day embark-
ing from all quarters, for America, for the Eaft Indies,
and the coafts of Africa. Neverthelefs, in I‘rance, and
under the King’s infpection, there were millions of men

: la employed

L 4 : :

. ‘
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employed in raifing immenfe edifices, and in all thofe
_ arts which architeGture has introduced ; while thofe of a

more poble and ingenious kind adorned both the Court

and City, and conferred upon France both pleafures and

a luftre furpafling even the conception of former ages. -

‘Literature flourithed, and good fenfe and true tafte pe-

netrated even into the fchools of barbarifm. . All thefe

details of . the glory and felicity of the nation fhall find
their proper place in ‘this hiftory; but, at prefent, we
are to fpeak-only of general and military affairs.
Portugal at this' time furnifhed Europe with an ob-
jeét of furprize. Don Alphonfo, the unworthy fon of
the fortunate Don John of Braganza, reigned there. He
was violent and weak. His wife, daughter to the Duke
of Nemours, in love with Don Pedro, brether of Al-
plionfo, dared to conceive a fcheme for dethroning her
hufband, and marrying her gallant. His brutality jof-
tified the bold attempt. He was pofleffed of an un-
common ftrength .of body. . He had had publickly a
child by a Courtezan, which he acknowledged for his
own ; ancthad’ befides cohabited for a long timewith the
Queen ;: neverthelefs fhe accufed him of impatency 3 and
‘having by her addrefs acquired that authority in the
Kingdom which her hufband had loft by his violence,

the had him clofely confined, and {oon after obtained a

difpenfation from Rome for marrying her brother-in-
- law., ' : ‘

- It is not {o aftonifhing that Rome fhould have grant-
ed this indulgence, as it is that perfons fo power-
ful fhould -sequire it. 'What Julius Il. had without
difficulty granted to King Henry VIIL of England, was
conceded by Urban VI1I. to the wife of a King of Bortu-
gal. Theflighteft endeavour may at one time bring about
what the utmoft efforts cannot at another time effeét.
There are always two weights and two meafures for all-
the rights of Kings and of the peaple, and thefe two
meafures were kept at the Vatican ever fince the
Popes had power to influenge the affairs of Ewape: Ik
would be. almoft impoffible to believe that fo many na-
tions fhould have fuffered fo ftrange an authority to ﬁ:ib{i;

e
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aﬁﬁ in the Pontiff of Rome, were we ot acquainted with
¢he powerful effects of cuftom.

. - This'event, which was a revolution only in the Royal
Family, and not in the Kingdom, of Por rtugal, haying
<aufed no change in the affairs of Europe, merits our
attention folely trom its fingularity.

France foon after received a vifit from a King who
quitted his Throne in a very different manner. John
Cafimir, King of Poland, renewed the example which
Queen Chriftina had given. Fatigued with the toils of
government, and defireus of lwmg happily, he chofe his
rvetreat at Paris, in the Abbey of §t. Germain, of which
he himfelf was Abbot. Paris, become within fome years
paft the refidence of all the fine arts, formed a delight- -
ful retreat for a King who fought the focial pleafures,
and who had a tafte for literature. He had been a Je-
fuit and 'a Cardinal before he was King; and being
equally .difgufted with the royal and the ecclefiaftical
ftate, his wifh was to live like a private man, and a
philofopher ; and he would never fuffer himfelf to be a¢
dreffed at Paris by the title of Majefly.

But 2 more interefting affair now-excited the atten-
tion of all the Chriftian Princes.

The Turks, lefs formidable indeed than in the time
of the Mahomets, the Selims, and the Solimans, but
«langerous fill, and the fronger from our difunion, had
for two years been laying fiege to Candia with all the
forces of their empire. It is difficult to fay, whether it
was moft aftonifhing that the Venetians thould have
been able to have made fo long a defence, or that the
Kings of Europe thould have abandoned them, ~

Times were much altered. Formerly, when Chriften-

.dom was.yet in a ftate of barbarifa, a Pope, or even =
Monk, could fend forth millions of Chriftians to make
war on the Mahometans in their own empire. Our
States exhaufted both their men and money in endea-
vouring to conquer the wretched and barren Province of
Judea; and now that the Ifle of Candia, which was con<
fidered as the bulwark of Chriftendom, was over-rum
by fixzy thoufand Turks, . ;t was looked.upon as 2 loff\
- : 3 S
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of no great importance by the Chriftian Powers, A few
gallies, fent from Malta.and from the Pope, were the
only fucccurs gran-ed to this Republic for its defence
againft the whcle Ottoman Empire.  The Senate of Ve-
nice, whofe meafures were as ineffeCtual as they were
prudent, could not, with her mercenary troops and fuch
. weak fupplies, refift the power of the Grand Vizier,
* Kiuperli, who was an able Minifter, a better General,
matfter of the Turkith Fmpire, fupported by a formi.
dable army, and well provided alfo with able engineers.

The King in vain fet an example to the other Princes -
of Europe, in affifting Candia. His galleys, and the.
fhips newly conftructed in the port of Toulon, convey-
ed thither feven thoufand men, commanded by the Duke
of Beapfort; an aid, indeed, very inadequate to the dan-
ger of their ﬁtuauon, as the generofity of the French
was not emulated by any of the other States. .

La Feuillade, a private French gentleman,
performed an action, at this crifis,which had no .
example except in *he ancient times of Chival-

He carried near three hundred gentlemen with him
to the relief of Candia, at his own expence, although his -
fortune was but moderate. If any other nation had ex-
erted itfelf for the Venetians in the fame proportion
with La Feuillade, it is probable that Candia might have
been faved. But thefe fuccours ferved only to retard its .
fate for a few days, and to caufe a great deal of blood
to be thed to no purpofe. | he Duke of Beaufort perithed
in a fally ; and Kiuperli at length by capitulation enter- |
ed the town, which was then cnly an heap of ruins?

" Tn this fiege the Turks fhewed great fuperiority over

the Cher’aans, even in the military art.  The largeft

tannon which had ever been feen in Europe were caft

in their camp.” They were the firlt that formed pa-

rallel lines in the trenches. Itis from them that ‘we

learned this method ; but they had firft adopted it from
an Italian cngmcer " It'is certain, that fucha viforious

people "as’ the Turks were, with their experience,
courage, opulence,’ and that perfeverance in their un-
dcr;akmgs whxch then ° formcd thexr diftinguithing
. ' chara&cr,
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chara&ter, might have conquered Italy, and taken pof-
feflion of Rome, in a very fhort time. But the weak
Saltans which have fince reigned over them, their bad
_ Generals, and the defets in the conftitution of their
Government, have proved the fecurity of Chriftianity.
The King, little affeted with thefe foreign events,
waited only for the ripening of his grear defign, the con-
* queft of all the Low Countries, beginning with Holland.
The opportunity grew every day more favourable. This
little Republic was very powerful at féa, but had no
ftrength by land. Allied with England and Spain, and .
- at-peace with France, fhe relied with too 'much confi-
dence on the faith of treaties, and the advantages arifing
from an immenfe commerce. As much as her naval ar-
.mies were well difciplined and invincible, in the fame
proportion were her land forces irregular and defpicable.
Their Cavalry was compofed of burghers, who never quit-
ted their houfes, but paid fome of the dregs of the people
toferve in their ftead. The Infantry was equally contemp-
_ tible. The Officers, and even thofe who had th: command
of garrifons, were the children, or necar relations of Bur-.
gomafters, bred in idlenefs and inexperience, and confi-
dering their pofts as Priefts do their benefices. The Pen-
fionary-John de Witt attempted to reform this abufe, bue
did not exert himfelf fufficiently for the ptirpofe ; and this
"was one of the great faults of this republican.

. 1t was firft neceffary to detach England from - 167 o
Holland. This alliance once broken, the de- '
firuction of the United Provinces appeared to be inevi-
table. It was notdifficult for Louws XIV. to engage
Charles 1I. in his defigns. The Englith Monarch was
indeed quite infenfible to the difgrace thrown upon his
reign and his nation, when his fhips were burnt even in
the river Thames by the Dutch fleet. He neither me-

" dirtated revenge nor conqueft. He withed to live only for
his pleafures, and toreign without controul. Whatever
coyld conduce towards thefe purpofes, was his price.
Louis, who at that time had but to {peak to be fuppli-
ed with money, promifed a confiderable fum to Charles,
~ Is4 who
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1670. who had not the power to raife any without the

. confent of his Parliament. This fecret lcaguc
between the two ngs was confided to no perfon in
France, except Madame, fifter to Charles I1. and wife tg
Monfieur, the King’s only brothér, to Louvois, and to
Turenne.

A Princefs of twenty-fix years of age was chofen

the” Plenipotentiary to. conclude this treaty with King
Charles. 1.ouis propofed vifiting his new conquetts
of Lifle and Dunkirk, which ferved as a pretence for
Madame’s j journcy to England. The pomp and gran.
deur of the ancient Kings of Afia equalled not the
fplendour which attended this expedition. The King
was preceded, or followed, by thirty thoufand men;
-fome defigned to reinforce the garrifons of the conquered
countries, others to be cmploycd on the fortifications,
and the reft to level the'.roads. Louis was accom-
panied by the Queen his confort, all the Princeffes, ‘and
the moft beautiful Ladies of his Court. Madame ap-
pcarcd in the midft of them with diftinguifhed luftre ;
and in her heart enjoyed the fa{xsfa&mn and glory of
thisvaft parade, under which themotive of her journey was
concealed. "1t was one continued fcene of feftivity
from St. Germain’s to Lifle.
. The King, who wifhed to gain the hearts of his néw
fubjeéts, and to dazzle the eyes of the neighbouring
Princes, diffufed his liberalities, where-ever he went,
with a profufe hand ; both gold and jewels were lavithed
upon every one who had the leaft pretence for being
admitted to his prefence. The Princefs Heririetta em-
barked at Calais, to go and meet her brother, who
‘waited her arrival at Canterbury. Charles, feduced by
~his love for his fifter, and by the bribes of France,
figned every thing that Louis XIV defired, and planned
the dcﬁruéhon of Holland in the midft of mirth and
teafting.’

T hc lofs of Madame *, who immediately on her re-
turn died in a fudden and thocking manner, occafioned

¢ The Dutchefs of Orleans, immediately after her teturn to

rrancc, was, in coufcqucnc; of dnnkmg a glafs of fuccory watcr,hby
er

9
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fulpicions to be thrown out againft Monfeur, but did
not in the leaft change the refolutions of the two Kings.
The Ipoils of the Republic which they purpofed to gc-
ftroy, weie already divided in the fecret treaty between
them, as the French had before divided Flanders with
the Dutch, in 1635. Thus do States frequently
change their views, their allies, and their enemies, and
are as frequently difappointed in all their projects.

The report of this approaching enterprize began to
fpread abroad, but Europe liftened to it  in filence.
The Emperor, fully employed by the feditions in Hun-
gary, Sweden lulled by negbciations, and Spain ever
weak, ever flow, and irrefolute, left a free and:-open
field to the afpiring ambition of Louis XIV.

To' compleat the ruin of Holland, it was at that
time divided into two factions; .the one, a party of fevere
Republicans, who confidered the leaft fhadow of defpo-
tic authority as a monfter deftructive to the laws of
humanity ; the other, a fett of moderate Republicans,
who wifhed to inveft the young Prince of Orange, after-
wards the celebrated William 111, with all the offices of
his anceftors. The Grand Penfionary, Joha.de Witt,
and Cornelius, his brother, were at the head of the
rigid {upporters of L.iberty : but the young Prince’s
party began to prevail; and the Republic, by paying
more attention to its domeftic difturbances than to the
ﬂangcr which threatened it from abroad, contributed’
herfelf to her own ruin. :

An extraordinary change of manners, which has
taken place among the Chriftian States for more than
feven hundred years paft, permitted Priefts to be
temporal lords and warriours. Louis kept the Arch-
bithop of Cologne, Maximilian of Bavaria, and the
poted Van Gale, Bithop of Munfter and Abbé of
Corbie, in pay, as hedid the King of England, CharlesII.

her phyfician’s dire&ion, feized with racking pains in her bowels, of
which fhe died. .
She was fuppofed to have fallen a facrifice to the jealoufy of her
hufband, who was offended at the too great intimacy that fubfifted

petween her and his brother Louis X1V, Tranflater. = -
t : ! S He
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He had formerly affifted the Dutch againft this
.Bifhop, and now bribed him to crufth them. This
was a man of a fingular charalter, which Hiftory
fhould not neglect to make known. The fon-of a mur-
derer, and born in the prifon where his father had .been
confined for fourtcen years, he rofe to be Bithop of
Munfter by intrigues which were favoured by Fortune.
He was {carcely elected Bifhop, when he tried to ftrip the
city of its privileges; and meeting with refiftance, be-
fieged it, laying wafte the country with fire and ﬂaughter
which had chofen him for its Paftor. In the fame man-
L ner did he treat his Abbey of Corbie. He ‘was confi-
.dered as a mercenary bravo, who would fometimes
receive money from Holland to make war with her
neighbours, and fometimes from-Franee to act agam[t
that Republic.
Sweden did not attack the United Provinces, but
“abandoned them as foon as fhe faw the threatening ruin ;
and renewed her treaties with France, on the condition
of her former fubfidies. Infhort, every thing confpired
- 10 the deftruction of Holland.
It is fingular, and worthy to be obferved, that of all
the enemies who combined to fink this little State, not
~one of them could alledge the leaft pretence for war.
It was an undertaking fimilar to the league between
Louis XII. the I:mperor Maximilian, and the ng of
Spain, who had formerly combined together to deftroy
the Republic of Venice, becaufe it was nch and proud.
The States General jn the greateft confternation wrote
to the King to enquire of hlm, in the humbleft terms,
if the preparations he was making were intended againft
them, his old and faithful allies ? how they had offended
him ? and what "reparation he ‘demanded ? To, which
he replied, * That he. fhould make that ufe of his
« troops which his dignity required, and for which he
“ was not accountable to any one.” His Minifters
.conld give no other reafon than that the Holland.Gazette
had been too infolent, and that Van Beuning was faid to
have had a, Medal {truck m'uuous to the henour of

Loms XIV
A tafte

@
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A tafte for devices was then univerfal in France.
They had given to Louis XIV. one of the Sun, with
thefe words, Nec pluribus impar ®*. It was reported that
Van Beuning ‘had had himfelf reprefented with a Sun,
and thefe words for his motto: In confpelfu meo fletit
Sol; ¢ At my prefence the Sun ftood ftill +.” This
Medal never exifted. It is cerrain that the States
General caufed one to be ftruck, whereon they exprefled
all the glorious deeds of the Republic: Affertis legipus,
emendatis facris, adjutis, defenfis, conciliatis regibus, vin-
dicata marium libertate, fiabilita orbis Europe quicte, * The
¢ laws afferted, Religion amended, Kings fuccoured, de.
¢¢ fended, and reconciled, the freedom of the feas vindi-
¢ cated, and Europe reftored to peace.” They in reality
boafted of nothing more than they had actually done,
yet they ordered the dye of this Medal to be broken, to
appeafe the refentment of Louis XIV. '

The King of England, on his part, complained that
their fleet had not ftruck or lowered their flag to an En-
glith boat; and charged them, befides, with a certain
picture, in which Cornelius de Witt, brother to the Pen-
fionary, was painted with all the emblems of a conqueror.
There were fhips reprefented as taken and burnr, in the
back-ground of the picture.  Cornclius de Witt,
who, in fa&, had a confiderable fhare in the maritime ex-
ploits againft England, had, indeed, permitted this trTﬂing
monument to be railed to his fame; but this piture,
almoft unknown, was hung in a private room where
it was fcarcely ever feen.

- ® Not unequal to many. . .

4 Itis true that a medal was afterwards ftruck, in Holland, which
was thought to be that of Van Beuning; but it had no date. It re-
prefents a battle, with the Sun darting its rays upon the combatants,
with this motto, Stetit Sol in medio C#li. . This medal, which was coined
at the expence of fome private perfons, was not ftrack ’cill after the
battle of .Hochitet, in 1704, and was occafioned by thefe two lines,
which were then current .

Alrer in egregio muper certamine Jofua - ~
Clamawit, Sol fia gallice, folgue fletit. :

Now Vay Beuning was not named Jothua, but Conrad. Polaire.

The
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The Englith Minifters, who tranfmitted in writing the
refentments of their King againft Holland, therein {peci-
fied certain abufive piGures. The Dutch, who always
granflated the memerials of foreign Minifters into French,
having conftrued the word abyfive into the French words
Soutifs, trompeurs, falfe, or hing, replied, that they did
" not knew what was meant by thefe Jying pifiures. And
indeed they never once conceived that it related to the
above-mentioned circumftance, and therefore could not
difcover any manner of pretence for the war.-

All that the cfforts of ambition and human forefight
could devife for the deftruction of a nation, was put in
practice by Louis XIV. The hiftory of mankind fcarcely
turnithes ws with an inftance of fuch formidable prepa-
rations being made for fo fmall an expedition. Of all
the different conquerors who hawve invaded any part of
the world, not one ever began the career of conqueft
with fo many regular troops, and {fo much money, as
Louis employed in fubduing the petty State ot the
United Provinces. No lefs than fifty millions, which

were worth ninety-feven millions of our prefent cur-
rency, were expended in thefe pompous preparations,
Thirty men of war, of fifty guns each, joined the En-
glifh fleet, confiting of an humdred fail. The King,
accompanied by his brother, marched at the head of
one hundred and twelve thoufand men towards Maef-
tricht and Charleroi, on the frontiers of Spanith Flan-
ders and Holland. The- Bithop of Munfter and the
"Eletor of Cologne had abeut twenty thoufand more.
The Prince of Condé and Marfhal Turenne were the
Generals of the King’s army, and the Duke of Lux-
embourg commanded under them. Vauban had the
diretion of the fieges. Louvois was prefent in all
places, with his ufual vigilance. "

Never was there fo magnificent an army, and at the
fame time fo well difciplined ; but the King’s houthold
“troops, which were newly reformed, made -a moft glo-

rious appearance. They confifted of four companies of
gardes du corps, or body-guards, each compofed of three
hundred gentlemen, among whom there were a confi-

derable
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derable number of yeung cadets, who ferved withoue
pay, but were equally fubjet to military difcipline with
the reft ; two hundred gendarmes of the guard ; two hun
drect hight-horfe ; five hundred moufquetaires ; all chofen
gentlemen, remarkable for their youth and handfome ap-
pearance ; twelve companies of gendarmerie, fince aug-
mented to the number of fixteen; even the Hundred-"
Swifs regiment accompanied the King on this occafion,
and the royal regiment of French and Swifs guards
mounted before the houfe or the tent he occupied. Thefe
troops, the greater part covered with gold and filver,
were at once the objett of terror and admiration to a
people who were ftrangers to all-kind of magnificence ;
and the exat difcipline which was kept up in his army,
made it appear in a different light to any that had yet
heen feen. ‘ . :

There were at that time no Infpectors of the horfe
and foot, as there have been fince; but thefe offices
were.then performed by two men who were fingular in
their way. Martinet *-put the-infantry upon the footing
of the difcipline in-which we now fee it ; and the Cheva-
lier de Fourilles did the fame with the cavalry. Martinet ¥
had, ayear before, introduced the ufe of the bayonet in
fome regiments : beéfore him, it had never been made ufe
of in a.conftant or uniform manner. This laft effort, of
what perhvaps is the moft terrible of the whole military
art, was already known, but had been little practifed,
becaufe fpears were ftill much in ufe. This fame officer
likewife invented copper boats for bridges, - which might
eafily - be tranfported in waggons, or on the backs of
mules. The King, fecure of fuccefs and glory from all*
thefe advantages, carried along with hira an Hiftorian to -
write his conquefts. This was Peliffon, of whom men-
tion has been-made, in the article of Polite Arts; a per-
fon more capable’of writing well, than of avoiding
flattery, ' t

What advanced the ruin of Holland ftill more, was,
that the Marquis de Louvois had fecretly employed the

* Hence all firi® difciplinarians bhave been diftinguithed by the
xame of Marsinets, Franjiator, ‘ ‘

) Coung
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Count de Benthem to purchafe from themfelves a great

art of the ammunitiondefigned for their own deftruétion,
and by this means had disturnifbed their magazines. It
is not in the Jeaft furprifing that their merchants fhould
have fold thefe military ftores before a declaration of war,
when they fell them every day to their enemies, during
the mcft defperate contefts. ’Tis known to every one
that a merchant of that country formerly replied to
Prince Maurice, who reprehended him for fuch a traffic,
« My Lord, if I could by fea carry on an advantageous
.~ trade with Hell, I would run the hazard of {corching
my fails there.””  But what is Yeally furprifing is, that
they have afferted in print that the Marquis de Louvois
‘went himfelf in difguife, to tranfact this bufinefs in Hol-
land. How. could any one invert a ftory fo abfurd, or
imagine an attempt {fo hazardous and fo unneceflary
too ? : ) ' :

Againft Condé, Turenne; Luxembourg, Vauban, an
army of one hundred and thirty thoufand men, a power-
ful train of artillery, and immenfe fums of money to
bribe the fidelity of thofe who commanded garrifon-
towns, what had the.Republic of Holland to oppofe ?
A young Prince of a weakly conftitution, who had never
feen a battle or a fiege, and about twenty-five thoufand -
bad foldiers, which were all the ftrength of the country.
William, Prince of Orange, who was about twenty-two
years old, had lately been elected. Captain-General of
the land-forces, by the voice of the nation. John de
Witt, the Great Penfionary, was obliged to confent to
it.. This Prince, under the Dutch phlegm -nourifhed
an ardent ambjtion of glory, which ever afterwards
.} manifefted itfelf in his conduét, witheut ever betraying
itfelf in his difcourfe. He was of a cold and fevere
difpofition, but of an ative and penetrating genius,
His courage, which never defponded, fupported his
feeble and languid body under fatigues which feemed
above his ftrength, He was valiant without oftenta-
tion, ambitious tho’ an enemy to pomp, and endowed
by nature with a phlegmatic obftinacy. tormed for com-
bating adverfity, He delighted in war and politics, and

. was
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was equally a ftranger to the joys of fociety, or the plea-
fures attendant -upon greatne{s; in a word, he was in
almoft every refpect the reverfe of Louis X1V,

He was unable at firft to make head againft the tor-
rent which overflowed his country. His forces were
inconfiderable, and even his authority was greatly limited
by the States. The whole power of France was ready
to fall upon Holland, which had no refources. The im-
prudent Duke of -Lorraine, who endeavoured to raife
troops in order to join his fortune with that of the
Republic, had juft beheld his country feized upon by
the French troops with as much facility as they can
poflefs themfelves of Avignon, onany quarrcl with the
papal fee. . oL

In the mean time the King caufed his armies to ad-
vance, on the fide of the Rhijne, into thofe countries
which border upon Holland, Cologne, and Flanders.
He ordered money to be diftributed among the inhabi-
tants of all the villages, to compenfate for the damages
occafioned by the march of his troops through them.
If any gentleman made the leaft complaint to him, he
was fure of being difmiffed with a prefent. An Envoy
being fent from the Governor of the Netherlands to
make a reprefentation of fome diforders committed by
the foldiers, the King with his own hand prefented him
with his picture, richly fet in diamonds, and valued at
above twelve thoufand franks. ‘This behaviour attragted
the admiration of the people, and augmented their re-. .
fpe&t for his power. : '

The King was at the head of his houfhold, and a
body-of his choiceft troops, which amounted to thirty
thoufand men. Turenne had the command under Lim.
The Prince of Condé was likewife at the head of as
ftrong an army. The other corps, commanded alcer-
nately oy Luxembourg and Chamilli, formed occa-
fionally feparate armies, which could afl join vne another
in cafe of neceffity. , »

The campaign was opened by the fiege'of four towns
at once, Rhinberg, Orfoi, Wefel, and Burick ;- names
which merit a place in hiftory only on account of this

- : event.

#
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event. Thefe were all taken, almoft as foon as they
were invefted. Rhinberg, which the ng thought pro-
per to befiege in perfon, did not wait the dxfcharoc of a
fingle cannon ; and, in order to make more fure of its
redu@ion, means had been found to corrupt the Lieute-
nant of the garrifon, one Dofleri, .an Irifhman, whe,
after having been bafe enough to fell his truft, was fo
imprudent as to retire to Maeftricht, where the Prince
of Orange punifhed his treachery with death.

All the ftrong holds upon the Rhine and the Ifiel fur-
rendered. Some of the Governors fent the keys of their
towns as foon as they perceived one or two {quadrons of
the Frenchappear in fight. Several Officers fled from
the places where they were in garrifan, even before the
enemy had entered their territories; in fhort, the con-
fternation was general. The Prince of Orange had not
a fufficient force to take the field. Al Holland pre-
pared to fubmit to the yoke, as foon as the King fhould
crofs the Rhine. T'he Prince of Qrange caufed lines to
be drawn, with the utmoft hafte, on the other fide the
river ; and even after he had done this, he was fenfible
how impoffible it was for him to defend them. Nothing
now remained but to difcover, if poflible, in what part
the French intended to throw over a bridge, in order to
oppofe their paffage. In fa&, it was the King’s intention
to pafs the river on a bridge of thofe little copper boats
contrived by Martinet. At that time the Prince of
Condé had received information from fome of the coun-
try-people, that the drynefls of the feafon had formed a
ford on a branch of the Rhine, near an old cattle, which
ferved as an office for the toll-gatherers, and was called
ol Huis, or, the Toll-houfe. The King ordered this ford
to be founded by the Count de Guiche. According to
Peliffon, who was an eye-witnefs to the whole, and
~ which was fince ¢onfirmed to me by the mhabltants,
there was not above twenty paces to {wim over, in the
midit of this arm of the river. This was in fact no-
thing, for a number of horfes a-breaft entirely broke the
current of the water, which was of itfelt véry. weaks

‘the landing on the oppofite fide was very ealy, as ig
-t was
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was defended only by four or five hundred horfemen,
and two weak regiments of foot, without any cannon.
The French artillery played upom thofe in flank, while
the houthold troops, and fome of the beft of the ca-
valry, croffed the river without any hazard, to the num-
ber of fiftéen thoufand men. o

The Prince of Comdé croffed at the fame time, inone
of the copper boats. Some few Dutch Officers, who at
firft made a thow of advancing into the water in order
to oppofe their landing, betook themfelves to flight the
inftant the French troops drew near the thore, unable to
ftand before the multitude which came pouting upon
them. The foot immediately laid down their arms, and
called for quarter. This paflage was effected with the
lofs only of Count Nugent, and a few horfemen, who
were drowned by miffling the ford; and there -
would not have been 2 (%ngle life loft that day, J“:‘g;:’
had it not been for the imprudence of the
yourtlg Duke of Longueville, who being, as it is faid,
overheated with wine, fired his piftol at fome of the
enemy’s people, who had laid down their arms and were
begging their lives, crying out, ¢ Give the fcoundrels
¢ no quarter ;” and drawing his trigger, thot an Officer
dead.. WUpon this the Dutch infantry, in a fis of defpair,
inftantly flew to their arms and made a general difcharge,
by which the Duke of Longueville himfelf was killed.
A Captain.of their horfe, named Offembrouk, who had
~not fled with the reft, rode up to the Prince af Cond?,
* who was juft got on” fhore, and going to mbunt his
horfe, and aimed his piftol at his head. The Prince
-turned the weapon afide with his band, and received
only a wound in his wrift; which was the only one he
ever received in all his campaigns. The French imme-
diately fell fword in hand upon this fmall body, which
began to fly on all fi‘es. In the mean time the King
croffed the river with the reft of the army, on a bridge
of boats. .

Such was the paffage of the Rhine; an a&ion which
made a great noife, was fingolar in i's kind, and was
celebrated at that time as one of thofe great ¢vents

Vou. I. . K 4 which
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.which ought to remain in the memory of mankind. The
air of greatnefs with which the King performed all his
actions, the rapid fuscefs of his vitories, the glory of
his reign, the adglation of his courtiers, and, laftly,
.the fondnefs which the common people, cfpecially
thgfe of Paris, have in general for every thing that ap-
pears cxtraordinary, joined to that ignorance of military
operations, which prevails among thofe who pafs a life
-@f idlenefs in great cities, made this paflage of the
Rhine be looked upon as a prodigy, which is ftill fpoken
«of with - admiration. It was the common opinion, that
.the whole army had fwam acrofs.the river in prefence of
.the enemy entrenched on ‘'the oppofite fide, and in de-
-fiance . of :the fire from an mpregnable fortrefs called
.the Tall Huis. ltisa certain truth, that the enemy them-
felves wese taken by furpride,- in this affair; and that if
“they had had a body of gaod -troops on the other fide of
tke river, the.attempt would have been extremely dan-
. gerous, . ‘ '

As foon as the French army had paffed the Rhine, ic
:toock  Doefbourg, Zutphen, Arnheim, Nofemburg,
-Nimeguen, Shenk, Bommel, Crevecceur, &c. and these

was {carcely an hour in the day in which the King did
not receive the news of fome freth conqueft. An Officer,
named Mazel, fent Monfieur de Turenne word, * That
" ¢ if he would fend him fifty horfe, he would engage to
“ make himfelf mafter of two or three places.” i
The inhabitants of Utrecht fent the keys of their city
to the conqueror, and it capitdlated, together with the
whole provinee which bears its name. Louis
J:'gc 2% made his entry into this city in triumph, ac-
7% companied by his High-almoner, his Confeflor,
and the titular Bifhop of Utrecht. The high church
was with great folemnity delivered up to the Catholics ;
and the Bifhop of Utrecht, who had hitherto only held
the empty title, was now for a little timg¢ put into poi-
feflion of the real dignity. The religion of Louis X1V.
conquered, as well as hisarms. It was a right which he
had acquired over Holland, in the opinion of the Ca-

- tholics. ‘
. 3 -~ The




THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV: 13

The Provinces of Utrecht, Qveryflel, and Gueldres,
were reduced, and Amfterdam only waited thie hour of
its flavery or deftru@lon. Tl Jews who are fettled
there made intereft with Gourville, the Prince of Condé’s
confident, and chief ‘manager of his affairs, to accept

“of two millions of florins, to fave them from being
plundered. \ :

Naerden, which is in the neighbourhdod of Amfter-
dam, was already taken. Four horfemen, who were
on a marauding party, advanced to the very gatesof
Muyden, which is not above a milefrom Amfterdam,and
where the fluices are fixed by which the country may be
laid under water. The magiftrates, ftruck with a panic.
at the fight of thefe four foldiers, came out and offered
them the keys of the town ; but at length perceiving
that no other troops came up, they took back the keys:
and fhut the gates again *. A momerit’s diligence more
would have put Amfterdam into the King’s hands.
This capital once taken, not only the Republic itfelf
muft have fallen, but there would no longer have been
‘fuch a Republic as Holland, and even the country itfelf
would have been annihilated. »

- Some of the richeft families, and thofe who were moft
zealous lovers of liberty, were preparing to fly to the
extremity of the globe, and embark for Batavia. . There
was aCtually a lift made out of the fhipping fic for un-
dertaking this voyage, and a calculation of the numbers
they would carry ; when it was found, that fifty thou-
fand families might be thus tranfported into their new
country. Holland then would have exifted only in the
farther end of the Eaft-Indies: its provinces in Europe,
which purchafe their corn with the riches they imporc
from Afia, and which fubfift wholly upon their com-
merce, and their liberty, if I may ufe that expreffion,
would have been almoit in an inftant depopulated and
ruined. Amfterdam, the mart and warchoufe of Eu-
rope, where three hundred thoufand perfons- are daily

';‘Thc.caﬁle or citadél of Muyden was preferved by a female fer-
vant, who raifed up the draw-bridge, and fu prevented the French
fragglers from taking poflefLon of irt. : L

: Kz " employed
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employed in cultivating arts and trade, would have
become one vaft marfh. Al the lands round about re--
quire an immenfe expence, and thoufands of men to
raife their dykes : thofe would, in all probability, have
been ftripped at once of their inhabitants and riches,
.and at length buried in the fea, leaving to Louis XIV.
only the deplorable glory of having deitroyed the moft
fingular and moft beautiful monument of human in-
duftry in the world. :

The diftrefles of the State were ftill farther encreafed
by the divifions which commonly arife among unfortu-
nate people, who impute to each other the public ca-
lamities. The Grand Penfionary, De Witt, thoughtthere
was no other way left to fave what remained of his
wretched country, but by fuing to the victors for peace.
Full of a republican fpirit, and jealous of his perfonal
authority, he ever dreaded the aggrandizement of the
Houfe of Orange, ftill more even than the conquefts of
the French King. On this account he had obliged the
Prince of Orange himfelf to fwear to the obfervance of
a tual ediét, by which he was excluded from the
Stadtﬁoldcrihip. Honour, authorig, party-fpirit, and.
felf-intereft, all concurred to make De Witt a firenuous
aflertor of thisoath ; preferring rather to fee his country
fubdued by a victorious King, than under fubje&ion to
a Stadtholder. .

The Prince of Orange, on his fide, more ambitious
than De Witt, but as much attached to his country, more
patient under public ealamities, and haping every thing
from time and his own unfhaken conftancy, tried alk
means to obtain -the Stadtholderfhip, and oppofed 2
peace with equal vehemence. The States, - however,
came to a refolution to fue for it, in {pite of the Prince;
but he was raifed to the Stadtholderhip, in fpite of
DCWitt". : e R

Four Deputies arrived in the King’s camp, to implore

mercy in the name of a Republic, who, fix .
months before looked upon itfelf as the

® He was made Stadtholder the firlt of July. How could’ La
Beaumelle pretend to fay, 1n his furteptitious Edition of the Age of
Louis X1V. that he was only appointed General and Adniiral ? -

2 arbiter

1672,
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arbiter of Kings. Louis’s Minifters did not receive the
Deputies with that French politencfs, which blends the
mildnefs of civility with the feverity of government.
Louvois, who was of an haughty and arrogant difpofi-
tion, and feemed beétter fuited to ferve his mafter well,
than to make him beloved, received the fuppliants in a
difdainful rpanner, and even with infuiting raillery.
They were obliged to attend, feveral times, before the
King would deign to make his pleafure known to them.
At length they were told, that his Majefty expected the
States-General thouldgive up all the places they were in
pofleffion of on the other fide of the Rhine, with Ni-
meguen, and feveral other towns and forts in the heart
of their country ; that they fhould pay him:twenty mil-
lions of livres; that the French fhould be mafters of
tranfporting merchandize on all the principal roads in
Holland, both by land and water, without ever paying
any duty ; that the Roman-Catholic religion thould be
every where eftablithed ; that the Republic fhould fend
‘an extraordinary embafly to the French Court eve
‘year, together with a golden mecal, on which fhould be
engraved a legend, importing that they held their freedom
of Louis XIV.; laftly, that theyfhould make fatisfaction -
‘to the -King of England, and the Princes of the Em.
‘Rirc, the Eleftor of Cologne and the Bifhop of Mun-
"fter, who had joined in the defolation of their cowntry,
A peace on thefe conditions, which were little better
-than articles of flavery, appeared infupportable. The
haughtinefs of the conqueror infpired the vanquithed
with a defperate courage, and it was unanimoufly re- |
‘folved to die fword' in hand.” The hearts and hopes of
every one were now fixed upon the Prince of Orange,
The populace grew furious againft the Grand Penficnary,
who had fued for peace. The Prince by his politics,
and his party by their animofity, increafed the ferment.
An attempt was made upon the Grand Penfionary’s life
and afterwards his brother Cornelius was accufed of 3
defign to murder the Prince, and was put to the rack.
In’the midft of his tortures he repedted the beginning
of this Ode of Horace, Fuflum & tenacem propofits wvi-
‘ L 3 THilty -
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rum *, &c. which perfeétly well fuited with his condition
and courage, and which may be thus tranflated, for the
fake of thofe who do not underftand Latin

The man refolved, and fleady to his truft,
Inflexible to ill, and obftinately juft,
May the rude rabble's infolence defp:fe.
Their fenfelefs clamours, and tumultuous cries 3
The tyrant's fiercenefs he beguiles, .
And the flern brow, and the harfh voice defies,
And with fuperior greatnefs fmiles.

Not the rough whirlwind that deforms
Adria's blai gulf, and vexes it with ftorms,
‘The ftubborn virtue of his foul can move;
Nor the red arm of angiy Jove,

That dasts the thunder from the fky, -

. Acd gives it rage 10 raay, and ftrength to fly,
Should the whole frame of Nature round him break,
" In ruin and confufion hurled,

He unconcerned would hear the mighty crack,
And ftand fecure amidh a falling world +.

R

" ‘At length the two brothers were maffacred at the
. Jague, by the mad multitude, after one of
Aug 29 them had ‘governed the State above nincteen
years with the moft unfpotted integrity, and
the other had defended it by his fword. |he moft
ﬂmcklng crueltics which could enter into the imagina-~
tion.of a furiqus populace, were exercifed ypan their
-dead bodies, Thefe barbarities are common in all
nations; the French themielves had exercifed them upan
the Marfhal d’Ancre, Admiral Coligni, &c. far the
- populace isalmoft every where the fame. They wreaked
their vengeance upon all the Penfionary’s friends : even
De Ruyter himfelf, the Republic’s Admiral, .and who
was the only one who fought her battles with fuccefs,
" had his houfe furrounded by “affaffins at Amfterdam.
. In the midRt of thefe diforders and defolations, the
Magiltrates gave an cxample of integrity rarely met

® QOde III, Lib. III.
+ The Ode extends to fixty-four lines farther; but this is full as
much as 2 man cap be fuppofed to have repeated, on the rack.

with
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with but in Republics *. Thofe private perfons who
were paffefitd of Bank-notes, ran in crouds to the Bank
of Amfterdam, apprehending that the public ftock had
been broken in upon, and every one was for being paid
with the little money fuppofed to be left. The Ma..
giftrates immediately ordered the vaults to be opened,
where this . treafure is kept, when it was found entire,
as it had been depofited there above fixty. years patt..
The money was ftill black and difcoloured with the
fire which had burnt down the town-houfe, feveral years
before. The Bank-notes had been negociated till chat
time, and the money had never been touched: every
one was then paid in cath, who chofe to receive it. So
much integrity, and fo powerful a refource, was at that-
tine the more admirable, as Charles II. of England,
not fatisfied with the money he had received from France,
and wanting a farther fupply to carry on his war againft
the Dugch, and anfwer the.expenceof his pleafures, had
lately become bankrupt. If it was fhameful in this
Monarch. thus to ‘violate public faith, it was the more:
- glorieus in,shie Magiftrates of Amfterdam to preferve i,
3t a time when they :might have had a plaufible excufe
' ‘for a failure, '

To this republican virtue they added that courageoug.
{pirit, which has recourfe to the utmoft extremities in
irremediable evils. They ordered the dykes which keep
out the fea to be thrown down. The country-feats,
which:are in prodigious numbers about Amfterdam, the
villages,. and the neighbouring cities of Leyden and
Delfy, were.in an inftanc laid under water. The peafant
beheld: his locks drowned in the paftures, without once
murmwring. Amfterdam ftood like a vaft fortrefs in the
midft of the waves, encircled by fhips of war, which
had water enough to ride all round the city(YThe peo-
ple fuffered great want ; they were in particular diftreffed -
tor freth warer, which fold for fix fous the pint; but
thefe extremities feemed lefs grievous than flavery. It

. * Why fo partial to Republics ? Is there neither honour or honefty
1a Monarchies ? This compliment was written, probably, for the meri-
dian of Genevs. :

Ky i
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is- worthy- of ohfervation, that Holland, thus diftreflfed
by-land, and no longer a State, ftill retained its power
at féay- which was this natign’s true clement.
i When Louis XiV. was_crafling the Rhine, and re-
ducing. three. provinces, the Dotch' Admiral, De Ruyter,
with an hundred fail of men of war, and about fifty
fire-fhips, failed for the Englifh coaft; in queft of the
combined: fleets of the two. 1overexgns who, notwith-
ftanding they had united their forces by fea, were not
able to. fit out a naval armament fuperior to that of the
Dutch. The Englith and Dutch' fought like people
accuftomed to difpute the empire of the fea with. each
. other. This battle, which was fought near
June7,  Solebay, .lafted a whole day. Ruyter, who
167¢%.
made.the fignal for begirning the engagement,
attacked the. Englih Admiral’s fhip, in which was the
Duke of Yark, ‘the King’s brother. -De Ruyter gained
all the glory of.this fingle combat * ; the Duke ot York
was obliged-to:'30 on beard another. thip, and never
faced the: ‘Duich Admiral afterwards. The French
- fquadron, confifting of . thirty fhips, had little fhare in
this altidn; and fo decifive was the fortune of this day,
that it put ‘the coaft of Holland out of dan Eﬂ
After this bar.tic De’ Ru) ter; notwithitanding the
fcars and ‘oppofition of his countrymen, convoyed the
Reet from the Eaﬁ-lndlcs fafe into the Texel ; ‘thus de-
fending-and cnnchmg his country on one fide, while fhe
was falling toruin -on the other. 'The Dutch even kept
up their commerce, and no colougs but theirs were to be -
feen in thé Indian feas. One day the French Conful
telling the King of Perfia, that his mafter, Louis XIV.
had conquernd, almoft all Holland ; * How cal'that be,
* (teplied .the Monurch’ when xherp is now‘in the port
of Qunus fwenty Dutch fhips, for one French i”
‘. The Prince of. ‘Orange, however, had the ambition
of being a good citizen.” "He made an offer ‘to the State
*® There could bc no glory loft on either fide ; for the Duke did not
quit his fhip "till- fig was difabled, and De Ruyter declared that this

was the moft ob‘tmaze of mo-ana chmy a&mns in whxch he had been
em wcd '
of
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of the revenues of his pofts, and of all his private for-
wune, towards the fupport of the common caunfe. He
overflowed all the paflfes by which the French could pe-
netrate into the reft of the country. By his prompt and
- fecret negotiations he raifed the Emperor, the Empire,
. the Spantfh Council, and the government of Flanders,
from their lethargy : he even difpofed the Englith Court
to liften to peace. In a word, Lovis had entered Hol-
land only in May, and by the month of July all Europe
was in confederacy againft him, R -
: Monterey, Governor of Flanders, fent a few regi-
ments privately to the affiftance of the United Provin-
ges. The Emperor Leopold’s Council' likewife dif-
patched Montecuculi, at the head of twenty thoufand
men ; and the EleCtor of Brandenbourg took the field
with twenty-five thoufand troops, whom he keptdn his
own pay. L -
- “The King now quitted his army, as there  July
were no more conquefts to be made in a coun- 1672
try that was overflowed. * It was-even become difficule
to keep the Provinces which had been conquered.
Louis was defirous of gaining' glory; but not being will-
ing to purchafe’it at the expence of indefatigable labour,
he loft'it again. Contented with having taken fuch a
number of places in the {pace of two months, and leav-
ing Turenne and Luxembourg to finih the war, ke re-
turned to St. Germain’s, ‘about the middle of the fum-
mer, to enjoy his triumphs.  But while his fubjects weré
every where ereting monuments of his conquefls, the
Powers of Europe were at work to fnatch them out of his
hands. 4 ‘

«
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Holland evacyated. Franche Comté conquered a fecond Time.

- E think it néccﬁ'ary to advertifc thofe who may '

read this work, that they are to remember it is
not a bare relation of campaigns, but rather an hiftory
. ' ‘ of
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of the manners of mankind. There are already a fuffi-
cient number of books filled with the minuate particulars-
of military attions, and details of human rage.and mife-
ry.. The defign of this Effay is to defcribe-the principal
chara&ers of thefe revolutions, and to pafs over the mul-.
titude of trifling fa&s, in order to fet to .view thofe only
which are confiderable, and (if it is poffible) the fpiric
by which they were auatede -~ | ‘
France had now ‘arrived at the pinnacle of its glory.. -
The name of her Generals imprinted awe. Her Minif-
ters were confidered in a fupetiar light to the Counfellors
of other Princes ; and Louis was, in cffsct, the fole King
in Europe. The Emperor Leopold never appeared in
+ his armies; Charles I1. King of Spain: was.in his infan-
cy; and the King of England thewed no activity in his
charaéter, except in the purfuit of pleafure. -
Every one of thefe Princes and their Minifters coms
mitted great overfights. England atted agginft the prin-
ciples of all ftate policy, in uniting with France, te
ftrengthen a power that it was her intéreft to keep weakw:
‘The Emperor, the Empire, and the Miniftry of Spain,
were guilty of ftill greater indifcretion, in not joining to<
gether to refift this torrent, at the beginnting. In fhort,
Louis himfelf committed as great an error as any of the
reft, in not purfuing fuch eafy conquefts with more ra-
idity.- . o
d andé and Turenne advifed him to demolith the
greateft part of the places he had taken from the Dutch,
They told him that it is not by garrifons that countries
are conquered, but by armies; and that after fecuring
one or two fortified towns, for the convenience of a-re-
treat, he fhould not delay a moment to compleat his
conqueft. Louvois, on the contrary, was for fortifying
and garrifoning every place they got pofieffion of. This
;{as his genius, and the King’s fentiment concurred with
is. . ' e )
Louvois had by this means more offices to difpofe
of. It extended the power of his miniftry, and gratified
his vanity, at the fame time; to thwart the two greateft
Generals of the age, | Louis took his advice, and decei- -

ved,
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wed himfelf, as he afterwards confefled. . He fuffered the
favourable minute to efcape him for feizing the Capital of
Holland ; be enfeebled his army by occupying too many

lacesy and afforded the enemy time for breathing. A
Eiﬁ:ory of the greateft Princes is often burt a recital of
human errors. :

After the departure of the King, affairs affumed an-
other afpect. Turenne was obliged to march towards
‘Weltphalia, to oppofe the Imperialitts. Monterey, Go-
vernor of Flanders, without the timid Spanifh Council
avowing it, reinforced the fmall army of the Prince of
Orange with about ten thoufand men, which enabled
him to keep his ground againft the French till the win-
ter. It was enough even to hold Fortune at bay, for
the prefent.. . '

At length the winter arrived, and the overflowed '
country of Holland was covered with ice. Luxem-
bourg, who commanded in Utrecht, attempted a new
{pecies of war, before unknown to the French, and
threw Holland into an unforefeen kind .of danger, as
alarming as any it had before experienced.

"He affembled together, one night, about twelve
thoufand infantsy, drawn from the neighbouring garri-
fons, whofe fhoes he had ordered to be froft-fhod. At the
Jhead of this body of men he fet out; and direted his
march over the ice, towards Leyden and thé Hague.
A thaw comes on, and faves the Hague. His army fur-
rounded by water, having neither road nor vi¢tuals, was
in a moft forlorn Gituation. There was no way to get
back to Utrecht but by marching over a narrow marﬁ:y .
dike, where four men could hardly walk a-breaft; nor
was there any gaining this pafs, but by attacking a

_ fort, which feemed impregnable without artillery. If
+ this redoubt had held out only one day, the whole army
-muft have perifhed shrough hunger and fatigue. Lux-
embourg was without refource; but Fortune, who had
- prote¢ted the Hague, faved his army alfo, by the cowar-
dice of the Governor of the fortrefs, who abandoned
his poft, without any apparent neceflity. There are
a number of eyents. in war, as well as in civil life,

which
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which are not to be accounted for. This was one of
them. ’ : :

All the fruit of this enterprize was an action of cruelty,
which completely rendered the French name odious in
this country. Bodegrave and Swammerdam, two confi-
derable villages, rich and populous, and as large as fome
of our middling towns, were abandoned to the plunder
of the troops, as a recompence for their fatigue. They
fet both the towns on fire, and by the light of their flames
rioted in debauchery and barbarity.

Itis matter of furprize, that the French foldiery thould
be fuch barbarians, when we refle¢t that they were com-
manded by fo great a number of Officers, who deferved-
ly bear the charaéter of equal bravery and humanity.
‘I'his pillage was fo exaggerated, that, above forty years
after the event, [ faw Dutch books, printed for the ufe of
reading-fchools, in:which the ftory was related, .to im-
prefs the rifing generatidn witha hatred againft the French,
167 In the mean time the.King was a&ive inthe ca-

73 bineis of all the Princes, by negociations. He
brought over the Duke of Hanover. The Eletor of
Brandenburg, on engaging in the war, concluded a treaty,
which he foon after intringed. In every Court.of Ger-
‘many Louis had his penfioners. His emiffaries foment-
ed in Hungary the difturbances that had arifen in the
Provinces by the feverity of the Council of* Vienna,
Large fums were fent into England, to induce Charles I1.
1o cnter into a fecond war with Holland, in fpite of the
difcontents of the whole nation, which reiented its being
rendered an inftrument towards the aggrandizement of
Louis X1V. whem it ought rather to have humbled.

All Llurope was difturbed by the arms and intrigues of
Louis. He could not, however, prevent the Empe-
ror, the Empire, and Spain, from entering into alliance
with the Dutch, and openly making a declaration of war
againit him. He had {o far reverfed the courfe of poli-
tics, that the Dutch, who were his natural allies, were
become the friends of the Houfe of Auftria. The Em-
peior Leopold fupplied his quota flowly, but expreflfed
- great animofity againft the French, It is faid, that go-
ing
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ing to Egra*, to review the troops he had affembled
thcrc, e received the communion at one of his ftages, and
after the fervice took the crucifix in his hand,and appcal-
ed to God for the juftice of his caufe. At the time of the
Crufades, fuch a piece of religious folemnity might have
had its effet; but Leopold’s invocation did not arreﬁ:
the progrefs of the arms of France.

It was foon apparent how much his marine had been
improved. Inftead of thirty veflels, which had, the year
before, been added to the Englith fleet, he now fupplied
forty fail, exclufive of fire-thips. His naval officers
had been inftructed by the Englith in the expert ma-
nceuvres with which they fought their enemies the Dutch.
It was the Duke of York, afterwards James II. who fifft
invented the art of communicating orders at fea, by the
different fignals of the flags. Before this time the
French knew nothing of the method of arranging a fleet
in a line of battle. Their experience confifted only in
fighting one fhip againftanother, but not 1n bringing fqua-
drons to at. in concert together, and to perform at fea
all the evolutions of an army at land, where the feparate
corps are brought reciprocally to Tuftain and fuccour
each other. They might in this inftance be properly
compared to the Romans, who in one year learned tfrom -
the Carthaginians the art of fighting at fea, and at once
became equal to their mafters.

The Vice-Admiral D’Etrées, and his Llcutenant Mar-
tel, did honour to the military induftry of the French
natxon; in three fucceflive naval engagements, fought in
the month of June, between the Dutch fleet
and the united fquadrons of France and
England. Admiral Ruyter exceeded him-
felf in thefe three actions. ID’Etrées wrote thus
to Colbert: « I would willingly have loft my 'life
¢ to have gained the glory that Ruyter has acquired ;”
and D’Etrées as well defcrved the fame compliment
from Ruyter. The bravery and conduct were fo equally

June 7, 14s.
and21,8.73

* A City in Bohemia,
: matched



143 THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV.

‘matched on both fides, that it was doubtful which

had a right to claim the vi&tory. - .

Louis having made the French good failors by the
aflitance of Colbert, improved the art of field- war by
the help of Vauban. He went in petfon to befiege
Maeftricht, juft at the time of thefe three naval ations.
This town was to him the key of the Low-Countrics
and the United Provinces: The place was well defend-
ed by a brave Governor, whofe name was Farjaux, born
in France, who had been firft in the Spanifh fervice, and
then pafied into that of the Dutch. The garrifon con-
fifted of five hundred men. ’

Vauban, who conduéted the fitge, here made ufe of
the parallels, for the firft time, invented by the Italian
engineers in the fervice of the Turks before Candia.
To thefe he added the place of arms, that is made in
trenches for arranging troops in battle array, and to
rally them the better, in cafe of a fally. Louis fhewed
himfelf more exat ‘and laborious in this fiege, .than he
had ever done before. He accuftomed his Officers, by
his own example, to endure toil with patience ; thereby
vindicating them from the charge formerly urged againft

the nation, of being foldiers of an impetuous
Juae 29, courage, butincapable of enduring fatigue.
Maeftricht furrendered in about cight days.

For the better etablifhment of military difcipline, he
made ufe of a feverity which was thought carried to ex-
cefs. The Prince of Orange, who had at firft only Offi-
cers without emulacion, and foldiers without courage, to
oppofe to the rapidity of thefe conquefts, had formed
them at length to difcipline by the force of rigour, de-
livering over to the executioner every man that quitted
his,po&. The King alfo made ufe of feverity, the very
firft place he loft.

A very gallant officer, named Du-Pas, fur-
rendered Naerden to the Prince of Orange.
: He had, indeed, ftood a fiege of only four
days; but then he did not give up the place till after a
warm altion, which hLeld five hours, upon bad works,

Septem. 14,
1673.

- and 1o avoid a general affault, which fo feeble and dif-

heartened
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“heartened a garrifon was unable to fuftain. The King, - -

provoked at the firft affront his arms had fuffered, fen-.
tenced Du-Pas to be led through the town of Utrecht
with a fhovel in his hand, and to have his fword broke
before his face®. A needlefs ignominy for French Offi-
cers, who are too fenfible of glery, to need their being
governed by a fear of thame+.

It is to be obferved, however, that by a-: Command-
ant’s commiffion, he is obliged to fuftain three affaults;
but this is among the laws that are never regarded +.
Du-Pas, the following' year, fell at the fiege of the little
town of Grave, whither he went a volunteer. His ¢ou-
rage and his death ought to have imprefled the Marquis
de Louvois with regret, who was the advifer of: his too
fevere treatment. Sovereign power may ufe a brave man
ill, but fhould never dithonour him. '

‘The attentions of the King, the talents of Vauban,
the feverity and vigilance of Louvois, the experience
and military knowledge of Turenne, the a&ivity and in-
trepidity of the Prince of Conde; all thefe together were
not able to repair the error that had been committed in -
weakening the army, by keeping ‘too many places gar-
rifoned, and in not taking A mfterdam. T

The Prince of Conde made a fruitlefs attempt to pe-
netrate into the heart of Holland, which was laid under
water. Turenne could neither oppofe the junion of
Montecuculi with the Prince of Orange, nor prevent

* LaBeaumelle fays, in his Memoirs, that he was condemned toim-
‘prifonment for life.  But this could not be true, as the year after, he
was flain at the fiege of Grave. 1 fhould think that he muft have
‘wanted-either. fpirit or brgad, ever to haye ferved under Louis again ;
though he only férved as a volunteer.. -

"t Hereappears-another of Voltaire's partialities to his nation. He
feems to appropriate the general charaéter of a foldier to the French
Officers exctufively. The Englifh, Dutch, Sparifh, and German, are
the fame. Tranflator. ;

\__3~1 here certainly fhould be left a difcretionary power in the Go-
vernor, to ad as circumftances may happen ; or he s not fic to com-
mand, Jiid, ! «

the
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+ the Pririce of Orange from taking Bonn}. The Bifhop of
Munfter, who had vowed the deftruction of
the States-General, was himfelf attacked by .
them, " . . . : .

The Parliament of England forced its King to enter
ferioufly into negociations for a peace, and to ceafe be-
ing the mercenary inftrument of the greatnefs of France.
Louis was therefore reduced to the neceflity of abandon-
ing the three Dutch Provinces as {peedily as he had con-
quered them ; but not till after there had been as much
extorted from them as might have purchafed their ran-
forn. ~ The Intendant Robert had afieffed the fingle Pro-
vince of Utrecht, in one year, in the fum of fixteen hun-
dred and fixty-eight thoufand florins. But in fuch a hur-
ry were they to evacuate the country, which they had
poffefled themfelves of with fo much rapidity, that
twenty-eight thoufand Dutch prifoners were redeemed at -
a crown a-head. The triumphal arch of St. Denis’s gate,
and the other monuments of the conqueft, -were fcarcely
finifhed, when the conqueft itfelf was furrendered.

The Dutch, during the courfe. of this invafion, had
the honour of difputing the empire of the fea, and the
addrefs of removing the theatre of . the land-war out of

. their own country; and Louis X1V. was thoughr through-
out Europe to have cnjoyed too prematurely, and toe
haughtily, the glory of a tranfient triumph. ~
. The fruit of this cnterprize was to have a bloody. war
to fuftain againft Spain, the Empire, and Holland, uni-
ted ; to be abandoned by England, and at length by
Muntfter, and even by Cologne ; and to leave the coun-
tries he had invaded, and was forced to relinquith, im-
prefled with more hatred than admiration of him.

The King fupported himfelf alone againft all the ene-
mies he had made. The forefight of his Government,
and the refources of his ftate, appeared the greater, now
that he had {uch ftrong Powers leagued againft him, and
fuch experienced Generals to contend with, than whep
he ook, en paffant as it were, French Flanders, Franche-

Nov. 1673.

1+ A town of Germany, the Capital of Cologne. ,
: Comté,
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Comté, and half of Holland; from unprepared adver-
faries. ' '

It may be remarked, upon this occafion, the advan-
tage an abfolute Monarch, whofe finances are well admi-
niftered, poflefles above other Sovereigns. He at one
and the fame time fent an army of twenty-three thou-

" fand men againft the Imperialifts, under-the command

of Turenne; furnifhed the Prince of Condé with another
of forty thoufand, to oppofe the Prince of Orange; had
a body of troops ftationed on the frontier of Rouffillon *;
difpatched a fleet of tranfports freighted with land-for-
ces,: to carry the war into Spain up to the gates of Mef-
fina; and marched himfelf at the head of an army to
make a fecond conqueft of Franche-Comté. 1In fine, he
at once. both defended himfclf, angl attacked his enc-
mies.

On the very commencement of this new expedition
againft Franche-Comté, the fuperiority of his admini-
ftrazion vifibly appeared. He exerted himfelf to gain
over the Swifs to his party, or at leaft to lull into a neu-
trality a nation as formidable as poor, always in arms,
jealous to the laft degree of their liberty, invincible on
their own frontiers, and already murmuring and alarm-
ed at feeing Louis XIV. a fecond time in their neigh«
bourhood. ‘ '

The Emperor and Spain folicited thefe Thirteen Can.
tons to permit, atleaft, a free pailage to their troops to

be fent to the relief of Franche-Comté, left without de- -

fence by the negligence of the Spanith Miniftry : Louis,
on the other hand, prefled them to refufe this paffage.
But the Emperor and Spain were liberal only in argu-
ments and intreaties, while Louis with ready money in
hand + determined them in his favour, and the paffage
was accordingly refufed. .

Louis, accompanied by his brother and the fon of
the Great Condé, befieged Befangon. He was fond of
this part of the military icience, and underftood it as well

* Bordering on Catalonia, a Province of Spain. Tranflator.
1 The bribe paid down, as mentioned in fome.memqirs, was amil-
lion of livres, 2nd a promife of fix hundred thoufand more. 14id.

Yot. I. L B A3
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_as Turenne or Condé. But however jealous he was of
glory, he acknowledged that thofe two Generals were
greater mafters of the field-war than himlfelf. - Befides, he
never laid fiege to a town, without being morally certain

. of carrying it; for Louvois always made fuch excellent
difpofitions, the troops were fo well provided, and Vau-
ban, who generally ccnduéted the manceuvres, was fo
great a malter of the engineering art, that the glory of
the King was fecured before-hand. :

Vauban directed the attacks againft Befan-
¢on, which was taken in nine days; and in
about fix weeks time all Franche-Comuté fub-
mitted to the King. It has remained to France ever {ince,
and feems now to be annexed to it for ever, as a monu-
ment of the weaknefs of the Auftrian-Spanith Miniftry,
and of the vigotr of that of Louis XIV. .

CH A P. XIIL

A glorious Campaign.  The death of Marfbal Tirenne. The
loft Battle of the Great Condé, at Senef *.

HLLE the King was .carrying every thing be-
‘ fore him in Franche-Comté with that rapidi-
ty, eafe, and eclat, which hitherto feemed to attend his.for-
, tune; Turenne, who only acted defenfively on the fron-
tiers towards the Rhine, difplayed all that was great and
confummate in the art of war. Our efteem for men is
meafured by the difficulties furmounted ; and it was this
- confideration that intitled Turenne to {o great a reputa:
tion on account of this campaign.
At fetting-out he made.a long and forced
march, paffed the Rhine at Philipiburg,
marched all night to Sintzheim, took it by ftorm, and
_at the fame time attacked and put to the route Caprara,
the Emperor’s'General, with the old Duke of Lorrain,

June, |674.

e A tewnof Brabant, in the Auftrian Netherlands. 7 ranflator.
‘ ‘ Charles
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Charles 1V.; a Ptince whofe whole lifé had paffed in
lofing his territories and raifing forces, and who had
juft then joined his little artmy to a detachrhent from that
of the Emperor.

Turenne, aftet having defeated, putfied  july;
him; routed his cavalry at Ladxmburg 3 . 1674.
and from thence without paufe preffed forward torheet and-
ther of the Imperial Generals, the Princé of Bournonville;
who only waited the arrival of frefh troops to open 4
paffage for himfelf into Alface. He prevented the junc-
tion of thefe forces, attacked and made¢ him 0&. 16
quit the field of battle. 74

‘The Empire collected all its forces aoam& him: Se-
venty thoufand German troops were in nlface ; and Bri-
fac and Philipfburg were blockaded. Turenne was not
then at the head of more than about twenty thoufand ef-
fective men, and the Prince of Condé had fent him &
fmall fupply of eavalry from Flanders. 'With thefe for-
ces he traverfed the mountains covered with
fnow, by Tanne and Befort, and unexpected-
ly enters Upper Alface, in the midft of the enemy’s quar-
ters, whothoughthimrepofing kimfelfin L.orraing and con-
cluded the year’s campaign to beat anend. He defeated
the corpsat Mulhaufenthat refifted,and took two thoufand
of them prifoners. He marched to Colmar, where the
Elector of Brandenburg, who was ftiled the Great Elec-
" tor, then General of the armies of the Empire, was {ta-
tioned. He happened to arrive juft as thefe Princes and
the other Generals were fitting down to dinner. They
had but juft time to make their efcape, and the whole
¢country was covered with fugitives. .

Turenne thinking he had dane rotﬁm
while there remained any thing to be done *, Ja“'“ar; o
lay in ambufh near Turckhelm, for a party o7
of the enemy’s foot paffing that way. The advantage of
the poft he had taken; rcndcred his fuiccefs certain. He
eonfequently defeated this body of Infantry. In thort,

Dec. 1674.

® This charadter is borrowed from Salluft, without acknowledgmg
it. *Twas fad of Calar, N7l aftum tredesis, cum quid fupereffes dgen=

dum. Tranflator; !
4 . xz 2 fh 18
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this army of feventy thoufand men was broken and dif-
perfed, even without any pitched battle. Alface fell in-
to the pofieflion.of the King, and the Generals of the
Empire were obliged to repafs the Rhine.

All thefe exploits, following one another without in-
terruption, conduéted’ with fo' much fkill, planned
with fo much deliberation, and executed with fo
much promptnefs, were objets of equal admiration, both
to France and her enemies. The glory of T'urenne re-
ceived a confiderable increafe, when it was known that
every thing he had done throughout this campaign
was againft the opinion of the Court, and contrary to
the repeated orders of Louvois, fent him in the name of
the King. To oppofe the all-powerful Louvois, and
take upon himfelf the confequences of the event, with-
out regarding the remonftrances of the Court, the com-
mands of his mafter, and the refentment of the Minifter,
was by no means the¢ leaft mark of the refolution of Tu-
renne, nor the leaft fignal circumftance of the cam-
paign. .

It muft be acknowledged, that thofe who were im-
:prefled with more humanity than admiration for military
- exploits, lamented this glorious campaign, which
was as memorable for the miferies of the people, as for
the enterprizes of Turenne. - After the battle of Sintz-
heim he laid wafte the Palatinate with fire and {fword, a
champaign and a fertile country, full of cities and opulent
villages. TheElector Palatine, fromthebattlementsof his
caftle of Manheim, beheld two cities and twenty-five vil-
lages in flames. This unhappy Prince challenged Tu-
-renne to fingle combat, in a letter filled with reproaches *.

* During the courfe of this edition, Mr. Colini, private fecretary
and hiftoriographer of the prefent reigning EleQor Palatine, has
called in quettion the ftory of this ¢hallenge, upon very fpecious argu-
- ments, delivered with good fenfe and fagacity. He fhews very judici-
oufly, that the Eleétor, Charles-Louis, could not have written the
letters that Sandras de Courtils and Ramfay have imputed to this
Prince. More hiftorians than thefe have often attributed to their he-
roes both writings and fpecches of their own invention.

Neither the original letter of the Ele&or Charles-Louis nor the an-
fwer of Marthal Turenne have ever been feen. It has only been

' taken




) ”

THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. . 149

T urenne having fent this letter to the King, who forbad
him to accept the challenge, only anfwered the upbraid-
ings and defiance by an empty compliment that was no-
thing fatisfaGory. This was the ftile and manner of
Turenne, who always expreflfed himfelf with modera-
tion and ambiguity. .

With the fame fang-froid he deftroyed the ovens and
fet fire to all the corn-fields in Alface, that were within
his reach, to prevent the fubfiftence of the enemy. He
afterwards permitted his cavalry to .ravage Lorrain;
where they committed fuch fcenes of devaftation, that the
Intendant, who on his fide ravaged it as much with his
pen *, wrote and {poke often to him to ftop thefe excef-
fes; to which he coldly replied, ¢ I fhall do it in the
¢ Orders.” ' ,

Turenne chofe rather to be called the: father of the
troops under his'command, than of the people at large; |

taken upon truft, that the Ele®or, juftly incenfed at the ravages and
corflagrations which Turerne had committed in his country, did- fend
him a defiance by a trumpeter, named Petit-Fean. I know that the
Houfeof Bouillon gave credit to the fa&. The Grand Prior of Ven-
dome and the Marﬁxal de Villars neverdoubted it; and the Memoirs of
Beauveau, a co-temporary, affirms the anecdote.

However, poflibly, the challenge might not have been propofed, in
exprefs terms, in the irter letter which the Ele€or himfelf faid he had
written to the Prince Marfhal Turenne, upon that occafion. Would
to God that it was alfo a matter of doubt, whether the Palatinate had
fuffered two conflagrations or no ! But this is a certainty, is a thing of
infinitely more confequence, and what will ever remain a reproach to
the memory of Louis X1V. , :

Mr. Colini reprehends the Prefident Henault for having faid,
in his Chronological Abridgment, that the Prince de Turenne replied
to the challenge ‘¢ with a moderation that rendered the Ele&or
¢ athamed of his bravado.” The fhame lay rather with the incendi-
ary, as there was no open war then with the Palatinate; and it could
not -be deemed a bravado, in a Prince fo juftly irritated, to defy to
fingle combat the perpetrator of fuch cruel exceffes. The Eleétor was
2 warm mah, ard the fpirit of chivalry not then extin&. In the Let-
ters of Peliffon ’tis faid, that Louis XIV. himfelf confulted whether"
he might, in confcience, fight perfonally with the Emperor Leopold.” .

‘The above note is Mr. Voltaire’s. This fcruple of confcience, we
are to fuppofe, ty that expreffion, muft have been propofed to his Con-
feffor. Tranflator. ’

* By the impofition of exorbitant taxes, Jbid.

L3 which
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which, according to the laws ® of war, are always facri-

ficed.  All the mifchief he did, might have appeared tq

him neceflary ; his glory covcrcd every thing, Befides,

the feventy thoufand Germans whom he intercepted in

their march towards France, would haye committed more

devaftation there, than he did in Alfacc, Lorrain, and the .
- Palatinate.

Such had been, fince the commcnccmcnt of the fix-
_tcenth century, the firuation of France, that in ¢very war
in which fhe was engaged, fhe had Germany, Flanders,
Spain, and Italy, to contend with at the fame time. The
Prince of Condé made head in Flanders againtt the young
Prince of Orange, while Turenpe drove the Germans
out of Alface. The campaign of Marfhal Turenne was
fuccefsful, and that of the Prince of Condé bloody.
The fmall ations of Sintzheim and Turckheim were
decifive ; the great and famous battle of Scnef was,only
flaughter. The Great Condé, who fought it during the
ﬁolcn marches of Turenne in Alface, drew no man-
ner of advantage from'it ; whether it was that the circum-
ftances of the place were lefs favourable, or that he had
taken lefs prudent meafures ; or rather, that he had abler
Gengrals and better troops tg contend with, The Mar-
quis de Feuquicres fays, that the battle of Senef can be
only called z fight, becaufe the attion was not between
two armies properly-arranged againft each other, and
that all the troaps on’ ¢ither fide ‘were not engaged
init.” Buf it feems generally agreed to ftile this hot
and bloody day & battle. An attion between three
thoufand men, though arrangcd according to the utmoft
exaltnefls ‘of military parade, and where every part was
cngagcd ‘might be called only a fight. ’Tis always the
importance of a thing that determines its appellation.

The Princé of Condé was to keep the field with about
forty-five thoufand men, againft the Prince of Orange,
ar the lead, as computcd of fixty thoufand. 'He wait-
Cd for the enemy’s army { that was to pafs a defile at Se-

i) Voltaire fhou]d have faid pmﬂm, mRead of Iaw: —Parare Sub-.
e .{?u, is the Iaw Yrm;/htor.
v an’
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nef, -near Mons. He there attacked. part, of the rear-
guard compofed of Spanifh troops, and ob- “Asoulk 110
tained a fignal advantage over them. 'T'he "%‘37 N ’
Prince of Orange was cenfured for not hav-

ing ufed more precaution in pafling this defile; but the
manner in which he retrieved the difadvantage, was .
much commended; and Condé was blamed for hav-
ing renewed the. attack againft enemies fo ftrongly in-
trenched. The combat was renewed three times, and
the two Generals, in this medley of overfights and great
actions, equally fignalized their courage and prefence of
mind.

Inallthe battles which the GreatConde ever fought, this
was the attion in which he hazarded his own life and that
of his foldiers the moft. Heé had three horfes killed un-
der him that day ; and after three bloody attacks, would
yet attempt a fourth, ¢ It feemed,” faid an Officer who
was prefent, “ as if the Prince of Condé was the only
<« perfon who was poffeffed with a rage for fighting.”
The moft fingular circumftance recorded of this action,
was; that the troops on both fides, after the moft obfti--
nate and bloody confli&, betook themfelves to flight in
‘the night, through the impreffion of a panic.

The next morning both armies retired, each to itsown’
camp, neither of them keeping the ﬁcldof battle, or claim-
ing the vittory ; both of them being rather equally weak-
ened and defeated. Of the French, there were about fe-’
ven thoufand killed, and five thoufand made prifoners ;
and the lofs on the part of the enemy was nearly
the fame. So much blood fpilled in vain, prevented
either army from attempting any thing confiderable.

.To acquire reputation to his arms was a point of fo.
much confequence to the Prince of Orange, that to have
it thought he had obtained the victory, he laid fiege to
Oudenard immediately after; but the Prince of Condé
proved alfo that he had not been defeated, by raifing the
fiege, and purfuing him in his retreat.

The idle ceremony-of finging T¢ Deum for a victory
not gained, was then equally the praétice both of France
aad of thc Allies, This ufage has obtained with the

L, view
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view of encouraging the péople, who muft be always im-
pofed on. .

Turenne in Germany, with his {mall army, continued-
to make a progrefs which refulted merely from the force
of his own gentus. The Council of Vienna, not ventur-
ing any longer to confide the fate of the Empire to
Princeswhohad defended it hitherto fo badly, placed at the
head of its armies General Montecuculi, who had van-
quifhed the Turks at the battle of St. Gothard, and who, .
notwithftanding the endeavours of Turenne and Condg,
had joined the Prince of Orange, and given a check to
the fortune of Louis XIV. after he had conquered three
of the Provinces of Holland. '

It has been remarked, that the greateft Generals of
the Empire have been generally natives of Italy. This.
Country, notwithftanding its decadence and its flavery,
ftill produces men who revive the remembrance of what
it was formerly. Montecuculi was the eoly man worthy
to be oppofed againft Turenne. They had both redu-
ced the pra¢tice of war to an art. They fpent four months
in foilowing and obferving each other’s marches and
encampments, more applauded than their victories by
the French and German Officers. Each judged
what the ather intended, from the meafures he hin-
felf would have purfued in the fame fituation; and
their conclufions were always juft. They oppofed.
to each other patience, cunning, and activity; and
ere at length come to the very point of joining if-
ue, aad of itaking their reputations on the ¢vent of a
battle, near the village of Saltzbach, when.
Turenne, ingoing to a ftation to fix a batte-
. ry, was killed by a cannon-balL

The following anecdote cannos. be too often repeated.
The fame ball that ftruck him, carried off the arm of St.
Hilaire, 1.ieutenant-General of artillery ; and his fon.
falling into tears by him, ¢ It is not me,” faid he, it
 is that great man you are to lament;” an expreffion
equal to any thing recorded in hiftery ot heroic fenti-
ment, and an ¢logy worthy of Turenne, %

L

July 27,
<1675,
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It happensvery feldom in a monarchical o'overnmem:,
where men are chiefly occupied about their own private.
interefls, that thofe who have ferved their Country are re-
gretted by the public. But Turenne was mourned both
by the foldiery and the people. Louvois was theonly per-
fon who lamented him not, nay rather rejoiced at his
death. The honours paid to his memory by the King
.are known to every one, and that he was interred at St.
Denis, as the Conftable du Guefclin had been; above
whom the public voice has elevated him as much as
the Age of Turenne was fuperior to that of the Con-
ftable.

T urenne had not always proved a fuccefsful General.
He had been defeated at Mariendal, at Rethel, and at
Cambray. He owned himfelf, that he had committed
fome faults,  and he was great enough to confefs
them. He had never gained ﬁgnal vx&orxes nor fought
any of thofe pitched battles which determine the fate of
nations ; but having always retrieved his defeats, and
done much with fmall refources, he was looked upon
as the moft abl: Commander in -Europe, at a time that

~ the art of war was better known than ever it had been
before. In like manner, though he was blameable for his
defedtion in the wars of the Fronde ; though, at near
the age of threcfcore, love had mduced him to reveal a
State-fecret ; 'and though he had exercifed in the Palati-
natecrueltlcs whichfeemed unneccﬂ'ary 5 hc, notwithftand-
ing, preferved the reputation of an honeft, prudent, and
moderate man, becaufe his virtues and great talents,
which were pecuharly his own, caufed his faults and
foibles, which hehad in common with the reft of mankind,
to be forgotten. If one was to draw a parallel for-
him, it might be faid, that of all the Generals of paft
ages, Gonlalvo de Cordova, firnamed the Great Cap-
tain, was the hero whom he mott refembled.

Though bred a Calvinift, he turned Catholic in the
year 1668.  Weither Proteftant nor Philofopher can ima-
gine that conviction alone had wrought this change of
fentimens  in a foldier apd in a politician fifty

years
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ycars old®, and who ftill retained his amours. It is
known that Louis XIV. on creating him Marfhal-Gene-
ral of his armies, mace ufe of this expreflion, as related in
the Letters of Peliffon and other authors: ¢ I with you
< would put it in my power to do fomerhing more foryou!*?
Such a hint, according to them, might in time have
"brought about his converfion. The office of Conftable
was a bait to an ambitious mind. It was poffible alfo,
that this converfion might have been fincere. The hu-
man heart often comprchcnds politics, ambition, the
weaknefles of love, and fentiments of religion, at the
fame time. In fhort, it is probable that Turenne did not
forfake the faith of his anceftors, except from mere
temporal motives. However, the Catholics, who tri-
umphed in fuch a profelyte, would not_admit that'the
great foul of Turenne was capable of difimulation.

What happened in Alface immediately after the death
of Turenne, rendered his lofs the more fenfible.  Mon-
tecuculi, kept for above three months on the other fide
of the Rhine by the manceuvres of the French General,
paflfed that river the moment he found he had not
Turenne to cope with. He fell upon a part of the ar-
my, which remained in confufion under the command of
Lorges and Vaubrun, two Lieutenant-Generals at
variance with each other, and undetermined in their mea-

‘fures. This body of troops, which however defended
afelf with great bravery, was not able to prevent the
Imperialifts from penetrating into Alface, from which
Turenne had kept them at a diftance.

This army not only wanted a leader to conduét it, but
to retrieve the late defeat of Marfhal Crequi,a man of an
enterprifing chara&er, capable at once of the braveft and
moft precipitate ations, and equally dangerous to his
couritry and its enemies. He was juft then defeated,
through his own ill condu&, at Confarbruck. A body

* He was then fifiy-feven ;. an age to0 old to change opinions, and
" 100 )cnrg 10 dote. 7rarjlator

of
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of twenty thoufand Germans, who werebefieg- , - "
ing Treves*, cut his litrle army in pieces, °fg7 '
_and put it to flight. He hardly efcaped him-, 5
felf, with a_fourth part of his troops. He encounter-
«ed new perils to throw himfelf into the town, which he
might have fuccoured with prudent condué, but which
he defended with courage. He was refolved to bury
himfelf under the ruins of the place; and even after the
breachhad beenrendered practicable, he was ttill obftinate-
ly bent upon defending it. But the garrifon muti-
nied; and Captain_Bois-Jourdan, at the head of the
mutineers, entéred into a capitulation at the breach., Ne-
ver was an act of cowardice. performed with fo much
effrontery. He even threatened the Marfhal with in-
ftant death, if he refufed to fign the terms of. the fur-
render. But Crequi took refuge in a church, with a
few Officers who continued attached to him, choofing ra-
ther to be made a prifoner at dlfcrctxon, than confcm. to
a capitulation *,
" To recruit the men which France had loft in fo many
battles and fieges, Louis XIV. was advifed not to con-
fine himfelf to thc levies from the militia, in the ordinary
courft, but to call out the banand arriere-ban to the fer-
vice, By an ancient cuftom, now difufed, all pof-
feflors of fiefs were obliged to attend their Lords para-
mount to the wars, at their own expence, and to remain
io arms there a certain number of days. This military
fervice compofed the greateft part of the laws of our bar-
barous nattons. But this cuitom is quite changed, at pre-
fent, in Europe; for there is no State now that does not
levy its own troops, which it keeps always in pay, and
which form difciplined corps.

Louis X1I1. once fummoned the Nobleffe of his King-
dom. Louis XIV. now followed his example. The
body of the Nobility marched under the command of the
Marquis, fince Marfhal, de Rochefort, to the frontiers
of Flanders, and afterwards to thofe of Germany. But
;hls corps was neither confiderable nor ufeful ; nor could

-r ’Ijreveo, or chxs,
K it
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it be made fo. Thofe gentlemen who were poffeflfed with
a military ardour, and capable of ferving, were Officers
already in the troops ; and thofe who, through age or dif-
eontent, had been ufed to live at home, remained there.
The remainder, who were employed in the cultivation of
their own lands, went with repugnance, making only
about four thoufand in all.

Nothing lefs refembled a military body than this:corps.
Mouated and armed differently, without experience or
dlfClplme, they neither could, nor would fubmit to re-
gular fervice, caufed nothing but confufion, and raifed
fuch difguft as prevented their ever being called out
again. This was the laft trace in our. regular troops
that was feen of the ancient Chivalry, which formerly- .
ecompofed our armies ; and which, notwithftandipg the
natural courage of the nation, never made good fol-
diers.

Turenne dead, Crequi defeated and made prifoner,
Treves taken, and Montecuculi laying Alface under con-
tribution, the King thought that the Prince of Condé
was the only. perfon capable of reviving the confidence
of the troops, which the death of Turenne had abated.
Condé left Marfhal Luxembourg to fuftain the fortune
of France in Flanders, and flew to .oppofe the progrefs
of Montecuculi. The coolnefs he manifefted:
on this occafion was equalled only by the im-
petuofity he had difplayed at Senef. His ge-
nius, which could conform itfelf to every thing, difplay-
ed the fame art that Turenne had done. Two encamp-
ments alone checked the progrefs of the German armiy,
and compelled Montecuculi to raife the fieges of Hague-
nau and of Saverne.

After this campaign, lefs brilliant than that of Senef,
but more approved, the Prince of .Condé quitted the
- theatre of war., He folicited to have his fon appointed
Commander in his room, and offered to affift him with
his inftructions : but the King did not choofe either
young men or Princes for his Generals; and it had been
with relu&ance that he had fuffered the Prince of Condé

to be employed. The Jealoufy of Louvms againft

. Turenne

Auguft and
Sept. 1675.
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Turenne had contributed as much as the name of Condé,
to place him at the head of the army.

The Prince retired to Chantilly, from whence he fel-
~ dom went to Verfailles, where his glory fuffered an eclipfe
among Courti¢rs, who refpect nothing but favour. He
pafled the reft of his life tormented with the gour, and
confoling himfelf in his agonies and retreat with the con-
verfation of the men of genius of all kinds which France
had at that time to boaft. He was worthy of fuch fociety,
being himfelf converfant with all chofe arts and fcien-
.ces in which they were diftinguifhed.

He was ftill admired, even in his retreat ; till at length
that quick fpirit which had rendered him in his youth an
impetuous hero, and given him fuch ftrong paffions,
having confumed the forces of a body created rather ac-
tive than robuft, he fuffered a total decay of his facul-
- ties before his time ; for his under&tanding keeping pace
with the weaknéfs of his body, there remained no trace
of the Great Condé during the laft two years of his life ®.
He died in 1686.

Montecuculi retired from the fervxce of the Emperor,
at the fame time that the Prince of Condé refigned the
-command of the armies of France. .

A common, but a filly ftory has prevailed, that
Montecuculi laid down his truncheon, on the death of
Turenne, ¢ becaufe,” he faid, *“ he had now no ‘ri-
¢ val worthy of him.”” .This would have been an ab-
furd fpeech, even if a Condé had been ftill exiiting. But,
{o far fromutteringfuchanabfurdity as they meantto com-
pliment him with, he fought againft the French, and made
them repafs the Rhmc, ‘that very year. Befides, what
General would have faid to his mafter, ¢ J don’t chufe
“ to ferve you any longer, becaufe your enemies are too
“ defpicable, and my merit is too fuperior ?”

* A parallel might be drawn between him and the Duke of Mayl-
borough, ia this, as well as in other particulars. Tranflator.

A
' CHAP
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CH AP XIIL.

From._the Death of Turenne, to the Pmce qf szegmm
in.1678. '

FTER the death of Turenne, and thc retirement

of the Prince of Condé, the King did not carry on
the war with lefs advantage againft the Empire, Spain,
and Holland. He had many Officers formed by thefe
two great men 3 and he had Louvois, who was more ufe-
ful to him than General, becaufe his addrefs in making
all neceflary provifions, enabled his Generals to under-
take whatever enterprize theythought proper. The troops
alfo, long vittorious, were re-animated with the fame {pt-
rit, on the prefence of a King who was always fuccefsful.

He took in perfon, in the courfe of the war, Condé¢ ¥,

. Bouchain +, Valenciennes 1, and Cam-
* April 26, 1676. bray |. He was cenfured, at the fiege
+ May 11, 1676. f Bouchain. for h declined gl
1 March 17, 1677, ©f Bouchain, for having declined en
Il April 5, 1677.  gaging-the Prince of Orange, who
prefented himfelf before him at the
head of ffty thoufand men, in order to throw fuccours
into the place. On the other hand, the Prince of
Orange was cenfured for having it in his power to have
given battle to Louis XIV. and not doing it.* Such is
the lot both of Kings and Generals, that they are {ub-
Jject to be equally blamed for'what they do, or what they
do not do. But neither he nor the Prince of Orange
deferved cenfure. The Prince did not give battle, though
inclined to it, becaufe Monterey, who was Governot
of the Netherlands, and was in- his army, refufed to
hazard his government on the event of a fingle 2¢tion’;
and the g]ory of the campaign was fufficiently fecured o
the King, in carrying his point, and taking the town
before the face of his enemy.

As to Valenciennes, it was carried by affault, by one
cf thofe fingular events which charatterize the 1mpe-
tuous courage of the nation. ~

The
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The King conduéted the fiege, in concert with his
brother and five Marfhals of France, d’Humieres,
Schomberg, La Feuillade, Luxembourg, and de Lorges.
The Marthals commanded each their day, one after
another. Vauban directed all the operations.

They had not yet taken any of the outworks of the
place. They were firft to attack two half-moons. Be-
hind thefe was a great crown-work, pallifadoed, and
lined with fraifes *, furrounded with a foffz 4, crowred
with divers traverfes, or retrenchments. Within this
was another work encompafied by another foffé. After
becoming mafter of all thefe entrenchments, it was ne-
ceflary to pafs a branch of the Scheld. This difficulty fur-
mounted, another work ftood in the way, called a paté 1,
behipd which ran the main courfe of the Scheld, deep
and rapid, which ferved asa foffé to the walls, furthec
defended by ftrong ramparts. All thefe works were
covered with cannon ; and a gamion of three thoufand
men was likely to hold out a long time.

The King held a council of war for attacking the
outworks, It'was the ufual way to make thefe attacks
by night, in orcer to fteal upoa the enemy without being
perceived, and thereby fave the lives of the men. Vau-
ban gave his opinion for making the attack by day. Al
che Marfhals of France exclaimed againft the propofi-
tion, and Louvois condemned it alfo, -

Vauban continued firm in his opinion, with the confi-
dence of a perfon felf-convinced of his argumeént
¢ You would, faid he, be fparing of the lives of your
“ men; you will fave them much more by a day-light
attack which will be free from confufion or tumult,
and without the danger of one party falling foul of
another, as is often thc cafe in nocturnal enterprifes.
You would furprife the enemy, who are always more
¢ particularly on their guard by night; but we fhail
¢ more effctually furprife them, when, after the fatigues
“ of the night-warch, they are obliged to fuftain the
« affault of our frefh troops. To this may be added,

(13
(13
&6

(13

* Pointed flakes. + A moar, * A rouad tower.
: that
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«¢ that if there fhould be found any faint hearts among
¢ our forces, the darknefs would favour their timidity ;
¢ butin the open day the eye of the Commander isapt to
< infpire valour, and elevate men above themfelves.”

The King yielded to the arguments of Vauban, in
oppofition to Louvois and the five Marfhals of France.

At nine o'clock ih the morning, the two companies
March of moufquetaires, with a hundred grenadiers,
;?;7.”’ a battalion of the guards, and another of ‘the
" regiment of Picardy, fcaled the great crown-
work on all fides. The order was only to make good
a lodgment there; and this was as much as could be ex-
pected. But fome of the black moufquetaires having
penetrated by a private paffage they difcovered, upto the
mner intrenchment of this fortification, foon made
themfelves mafters of it. At the fame time the grey
moufquetairesforced their way throughanotherpafs. The
battalions of guards followed them; they flew and pur-
fued the befieged : the moufquetaires had let down the
draw-bridge that joined this work to the reft ; they fol-
lowed the enemy from intrenchment to intrenchment,
both on the arm and the main body of the Scheld ;
the guards preflfed forward 'in compaét bodies; and
the moufquetaires had made their way into the town, be-
&ore the King knew that they had been able to carry the
firft work attacked. '

This, however, was not the moft extraordinary cir-
cumftance in this a¢iion. It was naturally to be fup-
pofed that 2 number of young moufquetaires, intoxicated
with fuccefs, might have tallen tumultuoufly on the
troops and the citizens that would have afiembled to op-
pofe them in the ftreets ; and that either they would be
all killed in the'fcufile, or get tre better and fall a pil-
laging the town. Inftead of this, thefe young {ol-
diers, under the command of a Cornet, named Moiffac,

~ at once drew up in rank and file behind fome waggéns;
-and while the troops that followed formed themfelves
without the leaft contufion, other moufquetaires got pof-
feffion of the houfes on each fide, to protect by their
fire their frichcs in the ftreet. Hoftages were quickly
exchanged
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€xchanged on each part, the Council of the city was
fummoned, which difpatched a deputation to the King ;
and all thefe matters were tranfacted without pillage,
confufion, or the leaft excefs of any kind. The King .
made the garrifon prifoners of war, and entered Valen~
ciennes, aftonifhed at becoming mafter of it o eafily.
He had, befides, the glory of taking Gheiit in eight
days time®,” and Ypres in feven+.
Thefe were all his own exploits; but
he had ftill greater fuccefs by his Ge-
nerals. ~
In Germany, ’tis true, the Marfhal Duke of Luxems
burg, at the commencement of the war,
fuffered Philipfburg to be taken before his
face, ‘attempting in vain to fuccour it at the head of
fifty thoufand men. . The General who toock Philipfburg,
was Charles V. the new Duke of Lorrain, heir to his
uncle Charles IV. and, like him, defpoiled of his domi-
nions. :
He poflefled all the qualities of his unfortunate uncley
without any of his faults. He commarided the
forces of the Empire a confiderable time with great
credit. But though he had taken Philipfburg, and was
at the head of fixty thoufand regular troops, he could
never get footing in his own dominions. In vain did he
bear this motto on his ftandard, Auz nunc, aut nunguam,
¢ Now, ornever.” ‘Marfhal Crequi, ranfomed from his
imprifonment, and become more prudent from his de-
fear at Confarbruck, ever kept the entrance into Lor-
rain barred againft him. He defeated him in the fmall
action of Kokersberg, in Alface; and har-
rafled and  fatigued him without intermiffion.
He took Friburg while he was looking on,
and beat a detachment from his army, at Rhidfields
He pafied the river Kins in his prefence, purfued him
towards Offenburg, attacked him in his regreat, and
having immediately after carried ‘the fort of Keil
fword in hand, he proceeded to Strafburg, where he
deftroyed the bridge, over which that city, which re=
mained ftill free, had fo often granted a paffage to the
* Vou. L, M Imperial

¢ Marchg; 1678-._
% March 25, 1678,

Sept. 1676, -
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Imperial armies: fo that the Marfhal de Crequi thus
repaired one rath action by a feries of fucceffes intirely
owing to a more prudent conduét 3 and might, perhaps,
have acquired a reputation equal to that of Turenne,
had he lived a little longer,

The Prince of Orange was not more fuccefsful in
Flanders, than the Duke of Lorrain in Germany ; he
was not only obliged to raife the fieges of Maeftricht and
Charleroi, but a%tcr having fuffered Condé, Bouchain,
and Valenciennes, to fall into the hands of Louis XIV.
he loft the battle of Montcaffel to Monfieur, in at-
tempting to relieve St. Omer. The Marfhals Luxem-
]l:,ourg and d’Humieres commanded the army under

m

It was faid that an overfight of the Prince of Orange,
and an expert movement made by Luxembourg, decided
.the fortune of the day.. Moniieur -charged with a
bravery and prefence of mind not at all expected from
fo effeminate a Prince. - There never was a ftronger in-
ftance to prove that valour is not always inconfiftent
with fuch a chara&er. This Prmcc, who ufed fre-
quently to drefs himfelf in female attire, and had all the
manners of a woman about him, behaved on this occa-
fion as became a General and a-foldier. The King his
brother, *tis faid, was jealous of his glory. He fpoke
but litcle to him on’ the fubjet of the victory, nor did
he even go to view the field of battle, though he was near
the fpot.” Some friends of the Duke of Orleans, who
March 1. Were more quick- fighted than the reft, .pre-
':g;?‘"’ diced to him at the time, that he would never

have the command of an army agam and
they were not miftaken.

So many towns taken, with fo many battles won, in
Flanders and Germany, were .not the only fuccefies of
Louis XIV. in this war. Count Schomberg and Mar-
fhal Noailles defeated the Spaniards in the Lampour-
dan, at the foot of the Pyrenées; and attacked them
“even in Sicily. |

Sicily, ever fince the time of the Tyrants of Syra-
‘ cufc, dunng whlch ®ra it had bccn of fome conﬁdcra-
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tion among the States of Europe, was always under the
dominion of ftrangers 3 being fubject fucceflively to
the Romans, the Vandals, the Arabians, the Normans,
under the vaflalage of the Popes, the French, the Ger-
mans, and_the Spamards, ftill hating its mafters, and
- revoltmg from them, without makmg any effectual
efforts worthy of liberty, and continually exciting fedi-
tions for no other purpofe than merely to change their .
fetters.

The Magiftrates of Meffina had juft then commenced a
civil war againft their governors, and invited the French
to their afliftance. A Spanifh fleet had blocked up their
port, and reduced them to the extremities of famine.

The Chevalier Valbelle was immediately fent to their
relief, quite through the Spanifh 'fleet; and carried a
fupply of provifions, arms,” and men into the town.
Afterwards the Duke of Vivonne arrived- with feven
men of war .of fixty guns each, two more of exghty, ‘
and feveral fire-fhips. He defeated the cncmy s fleet,
" and éntered Meflina in.triumph.

Spain was now obliged to folicit an alliance with the
Dutch, its ancient enemy,’ to affift in the de-
ferice of* Sicily, as'they were generally confi-
dered to be mafters of the fea. Ruyter failed
to its fuccour from the fartheft part' of the Zuyderzée,
paffed the Streight, and joined to twenty Spamfh fhips
twenty- three large men of war.
7+ And now the French, who, though joined with the

Englith, were not able to beat the fleet of 8
Holland alone, gained fingly a victory over {6"76 ’
the Dutch and Spquh fleets combined toge-
ther. The Duke of Vivonne, being obliged to remaitr
at Meflina in orcer to keep the people quiet, already
difcontented with their defenders, left the condu& of

this altion to Du-Quéne, Vice-Admiral of the fleet;
man equally fingular with Ruyter; who had, like hxm,
arrived to his rank in the navy bv his pcrfenal merit
aJone, but never before had the fole command in afeas
engagement, having hitherto only diftinguithed . himfelf
 as the Caprain-of a privateer, and never as an Admiral,
Ma But
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- But thofe whio are born with a genius for any art of
fucnce, particularly for command, arrive ‘quickly, and
with cafe, from the commencement to the perfetion of
their purfuits *.  Da-Quéne thewed himfelf an able fea-
officer againft Ruyter, in being able to obtain even the
inconfiderable advantage over him he did, in the 6rft ~
March aion. But he engaged the two adverfe fleets
!2';6."’ a fecond time, off Aoufta +, in which battle
Ruyter received a2 mortal wound, which puta
period to his glorious career.

He was one of thofe men whofe memory remains ftill
in veneration among the Hollanders. He commenced
his fea-faring life as a cabin-boy, or captain’s fervant §,
which circumftance only renders himthe more refpectable.
His name is not held inferior to the Princes of Naffau.
The Council of Spain gave him the title and the patent
of a Duke; anodd and an abfurd dignity to be conferred
on a Republrcan But this grant did not arrive ’till
after his death; and his children, worthy of fuch a
father, fpurned at a diftinction fo folicited in monarchi'es,
but to which the chara&er of a good citizen is in-
finitely fuperior,

Louis XIV. had greatnefs of foul enough to be af-
fe€ted at his death ; and when he was congratulated on
having got rid of a formidable enemy, he replied, « I
¢ cannot help feeling for the lofs of a grear
¢ tman.”

Du- %em, the De Ruyter of France, attacked the
combined fleets a third tirne, after the death of the
Dutch Admiral, and gave them a total overthrow, burn- .
ing’ and makmg prizes of many of their thips. The
Malfhal Duke,of Vivonne had the principal command
in this attion; but Du-Quéne had ncvertheicfs, the
lionour of the viory, - .

» Lucullus, Condé, &c. were inftances of the latter charaQer. Tmﬂﬂ

+ Aoulta, Avofta, or Agufts, a Duchy in Piedmont, belongiog to
Serdinia. Jéid.

1 Sir Cloud:fly Shovel, one of our.diftinguithed Admm!s, was the
ddre, iid,

Europe »
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Europ€ was aftonifhed to fce France become in fo
fhort a cime as formidable at fea as at Jand; but thefe
armaments and viCtories ferved only to fpread an alarm
throughout all the European States. The King of
England, who had commenced the war for the fervice
of ‘France, was now ready to take part with the Prince
of Orange, who had lately married his niece. Be-
fides, the glory acquired in Sicily was purchafed at too
expenfive a rate. [n fhort, the French eva-
cuated Meflina, at a time that it was thought Alpb"lgs
they weré becoming mafters of the whole 7
Ifland. Louis XIV. was much blamed -for havmg,
during this war, undertaken enterprizes which he did
not fupport; and for abandoning Meflina, as well as
Holland, after fuch fruitlefs conqucﬁs of then both.

Howcvcr, tis to be ftillformidable, to have fuftained no
other misfortune than merely not being able to keep
all that one has gained. He harraffed his enemies from
one end of Europc to the other. The war in Sicily had
coft him lefs than it did Spain, weakened ‘and defeated
every-where. He alfo raifed up new enemies to the
Houfeof Aufltria; fomenred the troubles of Huno'ary 5
and his Ambaﬂ'adors at the Ottoman Court preﬂ'cd it to
carry the war into Germany, though he ought, for the
fake of decency, to have fent troops to oppofe thofe very
Turks, whom his intrigues had broughtinto the Empire,

He was fingly an over-match for-all his adverfaries ;
for at that time Sweden, his only ally, waged but an
unfuccefsful war againft the Elector of Brandenburg.:
This Prince, father to the firfy King of Pruffia, had
begun to give his country an importance among the .
States, that has been greatly augmented fince. Hc had
Jately taken Pomeramia from the Swedes.

It is remarkable, that during the whole courfe
of this war, there were continual conferences in agita-
tion for peace ; “firft at Cologne, through the ineffectual.
mediation of chdcn and afterwards at Nlmcouen, by the
ufelefs interference of England ; wholz mtcrpoﬁnon was
then become a piece of ceremony as futile as the ar-

bitration of thc Pope was at Aix-la-Chapelle.  Louis -
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XIV. was, in effe@, the fole arbitrator. He delivéred
in his propofitions on the gth of April, 1678, in the
midft of his victories, and gave his enemies only to the
tenth of May to accept them. He afterwards in-
dulged the States-General with a further interval of fix
weeks, upon their moft fubmiffive application.

His ambition was no longer turned towards Holland.
That Republic had been either fo lucky, or politic, as to
appear only as an auxiliary in a war undertaken for its
deftruction. The Empire and Spain, at firft merely auxi-
liaries, were now become the principal parties.

The King, in the conditions he impofed, favoured
the commerce of the Dutch. He furrendered Maeftricht
to them, and reftored fome towns to Spain, to ferve as
barriers to the Unjted Provinces ; viz. Charleroy, Cour-.
tray, Cudcenarde, Ath, Ghent, and Limburg; but he
referved to himfelf - Bouchain, Condé, Ypres, Valen-
cicnnes, Cambray, Maubeuge, Aire, St. Omer, Caflel,
Charlemont, Popering, . Bailleul, 8&c. which compre-
hended a confiderable part of Flanders. To thefe
he added Franche-Comté, which he had twice con-
quered ; and thefe two Provinces were an acquifition
worthy of the war, ,

He ftipulated only for Friburg, or Philipfburg, in
the Empire, and left the choice to the Emperor himfelf.
He reinftated the two brothers Furftemberg in the
Bifhoprick of Strafburgh, and in theireitates, of which the
Emperor had defpoiled them, and who held one of them’
at that time in prifon. . . '

He was the inflexible protetor of Sweden his ally,
and now unfortunately-at variance with Denmark and
Brandenburg.. He obliged Denmark to_ reftore every
thing fhe had taken from Sweden, to lower the impoft
of pafiage to the Baltic Sea®, and to re-eftablifh the Duke
of Holitein in his eftates;;compelled the Elector of Bran-
denburg to deliver up Pomerania, which he had con-
quered ; and confirmed the treaty of Weftphalia in eve-

* Through the Sound, a ftrait betweeq Sweden and Denmark, be-
longing to the latier, which takes toil of all fhi?s paﬂing from the
‘Oecan to the Baltic, Tranfater, S '

2]
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ry artlolc His will was a law throughout Europc In

vain did the Ele&or of Brandenburg write him a moft

fubmiffive letter, in- which he ftiles “him My Lord, ac-
cording to ufage *, conjuring him to leave him in pof-
feflionof what he had acquired, and affuring him of his at-
tachment and his fervices. His fubmiffion proved as in~
effetual as his refiftance, and the vanquifher of the
Swedes was compelled to reftore them all his conqucﬂ:s.

At this time the Ambafladors of France claimed pre-
cedence before the Eletors. The Eletor of Branden-
burg propofed various forts of modes to qualify this
pun&llxo, before he would treat at Cleves with the
Count, fince Marfhal, D’Eftrades, Ambaflador to the

States-General, But the King would not fuffer a per-

fon who reprefented him to give place to an Elettor;
fo that the Count D’Eftrades could not negotiate.
Charles V. had eftablifted an equality between. the
Grandees. of Spain and the Eleftors; the Peers of
France claimed therefore the fame rank. At prefent
we fee how this point is adjufted, as the Ambaffadors of

the Electors are put on:the fame footing with thofe of

Kings, in the Diets of the Empire.

With regard to Lorrain, he offered to re-eftablifh the
new Duke Charles V.3 but referved his dominion over
Nanci, and all the high-ways.

Thefe conditions were impofed with all the haughtl-
nefs of a Conqueror ; but yet were not fo very unreafon-
able as to exafperate his enemies fo far as to unite them
together in one defperate effort againft him: - He dicta-
ted to Europe as a vi&tor, but trcatcd with them at the
fame time as a politician.

He contrived, at the conferences of Nimeguen, to fow
jealoufy among the Allies. - The Hollanders were ‘impa-
tient to fign, againft the opinion of the Prince of Orange;
who was at all events for continuing the war: their
argument was; that Spain was -too wcak to fccond
them,. thould they. continue it.

® I cannot fee how thé expreflion of My Lord could bc dcemed any
part of the condelcenfion, when Voltaire “acknowledges it.to be frlom

Pufage. A perfon who concludes a letter with “ | am your moft obe-
dient fervant,” docs not demean himfelf as a vaflal.” Translator,
M 4 The
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The Spaniards finding that the Dutch had accepted of
peace, complied alfo, pleading that the Empire had not
fufficiently exerted itfelf in the common caufe.

In fhort, the Germans, abandoned by Holland and
Spain, acceded at laft ro the terms, lcavnng the King in

offeffion of Friburg, and - confirming the trcaty of
%Vc{tphaha :

Nothing was altered in the conditions prefcnbcd by
Louis XIV. His enemies indeed, at firft, made fome
extravagant requifitions, in order to dlfgulic their weak- -
nefs § but Europe received its laws and peace from him,
The Dukc of [.orrainwas the only party who rcfufed to
accede to a treaty which appeared to be fo injurious to
him. * He chafe rather to remain a wandering Prince in
the Empire, than a mock Sovereign in his own domi-
nions, wichout power or canfequence, and waited till
time and his own valour fhould effe&t fome favour-
able revolution.

While the conferences of Nimeguen werg
carrying on,andfourdays after the plcm paten~
tiaries of France and Holland had figned the

peace, the Prince of Orange made Louis XIV. fenfible
.what adangerous enemy he had in him. Marfhal Luxem-
bourg, who had blockaded Mons, having received an ac-.
countof the peace, became inattentive ta any further ope-
rations of the fiege, and was at dinner in the village of
St. Denys, with the Intendant of the army, when the
Prince of Orange with all his troops falls upon the
Marfhal’s quarters, which he forced, after a lang, abfti-
pate, and%lo'my allion.

From this cxploxt he expetted, and with
reafon, ta have obtained a fignal victory; for
he not only attacked, which is alwaysian advantage, but
he aitacked troops who .were not preparcd relying
on the faith of treatigs. Marfhal Luxembourg with diffi-
culty {uftained this unexpelled charge; but whatever
advantage there was in the event of this action, appear-
ed to be on the fide of the Prince of Orange, as his mtan-
try remained mafters of the ficld of battle.

If heroes in the leaft regarded the lives of common
aen, the Prince of Orange would not have hazarded

Auguft 1q
8565

Avgutt.g,




THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 169

this battle. He had certain intelligence thar the treaty
of peace was figned ; he knew. alfo that this peace was
advantageous to his country ; and yet he hazarded his
own life, and facrificed thoufands of men, as the firft-
. fruits of a gencral peace, which he could not have pre-

vented, even had he cut the French army to pieces.
This aétion, equally inhuman as vain-glorious, which,
however, was at that time more admired than cenfured,
produced notany new article in the treaty, and coft, with-
out any manner of advantage, the lives of two thoufand
French, and a8 many Dutch foldiers*.

On refleCting upon this peace, it may be obferved how
purpofes may be thwarted by events. Holland, againft
whom alone the war had been undertaken, and who was
likely to be inevitably deftroyed, loft nathing by it ; but,
on the contrary, gained a barrier: while all her Allies,
who had faved her trom deftru&ion, fuftained all the lofs.

The King was now arrived at the very pinnacle of his
greatnels ; victorious ever fince he had begun his reign,
having never laid fiege to a town without carrying it;
fuperior in every circumftance 1o all his enemies united ;
the dread of Europe for fix fucceflive years, and finally,
its arbiter and peace-maker; adding to his dominions
Franche-Comté, Dunkirk, and- half of klanders; and,
what he ought'to have confidered as the greateft of al]
advantages, fovereign over a people now rendered hap-
Py, and become the model to all other nations. .

The Hoétel-de-Ville, or Town-houfe of Paris, fome
timé after, in the year 1680, conferred upon him by a
public aét the epithet of Grand or Great, and ordered
that this title alone thould for the future be placed upon
all the public monuments. Some medals had been
before ftruck in honour of him, containing this addi-
tion, from the year 1673; and Eurepe, however

jealcus of him, did not exclaim againft this di-
ﬁin&iono '

* This was 2 moft unwarrantable and difingenuous a&, zs it could
not' L e juflified but by adding the meannefs of a falfehood to it, in
plea: ing an ignorance of a falt he was apprifed of, There was more
fpitc than {pixit init. ramslator. ’ :

3 How.
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However, the appellation of Louis XIV. has prcvanl.
ed in the world over that of the Great. Cuftom rules
every thing. Henry, who was with fo much juftice fur-
named the Great, after his death, is now commonly call-
edonly Henry IV. ; but the name alone exprefles enough.
Monfieur le Prince is always called the Great Condé, not
only on account of his heroic actions, but for the fake
of diftinguifhing him by fuch addition from the other
Princes of that houfe. I he had been ftiled Condé€ the
Great, thart title had not furvived fo long *.

Thcy fay the Great Corneille, to drfhngul{h him from
his brother; but wenever fay the Great Virgil, nor the
Great Homcr, nor the Great Taffo. Alexander the Great
is no longer mentioned but under the fimple appella-
tion of Alexander. Charles V. whofe fortunes were
more illuftrious than thofe of Louis XIV. neves obtain-
ed the furname of Great. It has not remained to Charle-
magne but as a proper name+. Titles are never re-
garded by pofterity. The fimple name of a man who
has performed noble actions, impreflfes on us more re-
fpect than all the epithets that can be invented.

®:Here appears to be what the School-men call a diffin&ion without
a difference, beiween the Greal Condé, and Condé the Great. . But
the argument is flill more curious ; the logic of which is, that a. Cog-
roinen, which only notes a man from thereft of his family, is immor-
tal; but that which denotes his pre-eminence to all of his name, which
i mﬁmtely the greater number, foon pesithes. Tranmslator. = -
+ This is a ftrange medley of comparifons, without any propriety
of diftin€tion ; and cne of the remarks is, we apprehend, not founded
"upon reality : That, for example, which relates to Alexander ; whois
univerfally knewn by the name of Alexander the Great. The fame
epithet is conltantly beflowed upon Pompey. the rival of Julius Czfar.
But whatever M. Voltaire may think of the importance of bis own na-
tion in gencral, and of thofe chara&ers in particular which his na-
tion has honoured with the appellation of Great, the confent of the
Freach nation alone is not fufficient to cftablifh this epithet. Alexan=
der deferved the name of Great, in the opinion of ali the enlightened
nations then in being. Pompey was furnamed Great, by the undoubt-
ed Metropolis of the World, Both the one and the other had perform-
ed fuch ex.loits as intitled them to that glorious addition.  They had
fubdued the moil formidaple powers of Afia, and filled all the world
with allonithment at the brilliancy of their viftories. Henry 1V. of
France had never extended his fuccefs beyond his own dominions.
tiis grandfon, Louis X1V, had over:run Franche-Comié and Flanders,
. when
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The taking of Strafburgs Bombartdme;zt of Algiersy Sub-
miffion of the Genoele; Embafly from Siam; the Pope
infulted in Rome 5 and the Electorate of Cologne difputed.

HE ambition of Louis X1V. wasnot in the leatt re-
ftraired by this general peace. The Empire, Spain,
and'Holland, difbanded their extraordinary troops, but
he ftill kept all his on foot. Fle made conquetts in the
midR of peace; and was fo affured at that time of his
power, that he eftablithed in Metz and in Bri- oo
fac *, Courts of Jurifdi¢tion to re-unite to his

when they were both defencelefs; but he was not able to complete the
conquelt of Holland, even'though he was at the gates of Amfterdam,
and the Dutch had not an army to oppole his career. 1n.the fe-
quel, though his Generals obtained fome viories over thie Prince of
Qvraage, they never ftruck fuch a decifive ftroke, but that he was sl-
ways able to keep them at bay, and to give them battle in fix weeks
again after every defeatj nor could they, with all their efforts, evee
make another conqueft on the tersitories of the States-General.

In the war that-fucceeded the death of King William, Louis had
the mortification to fee his furname of Great melted down, as it were,
in a feries of defeats and difallers, until he was at length obliged to
fue for peace to thofe very States which he had treated with jafolence
in his profperity. How was it poffible for a Prince to retain the epi-
thet of Great, in the mid®t of {ubjets who found themfelves reduced
to mifery by his ambition? who faw that ambition blafted, and that
idolized Monarch finking under diftemper, and overwhelmed with dif-
gracc ? Befides, the pcrl%nal charaler of Louis was eviden:ly deficient
10 thac enterprizing courage and intrepidity, which are reckoned by
all the world eflcntial ingiedients in the conflitation of a hero.
Tramlator, -

- * In the compilation intitled Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon, may
be found thefe words, in the tkird Volume, page 23. ¢ "U'he re-union
*¢ of the Chambers of Mciz and of Befangon;” from whence we con- .
cluded that there had been a Council of Befangon united to that of
Meiwz. Upon this we confulted all the authors, but found that there
siever was 4 Council at Befancon, ioftituted for afcertaiaing what
neighbouring lands might have belonged to France. There was in
1680, only the Council of Brifac, and that of Metz, commifioned to
re-unite to France the eltates that they fhould judge might have beea
difmembered from Alface, and the Three Bithopricks. 1t was the Par-
liament of Befangon that annexed, for a time, Mont-beliard to France.
t’o{(u(rﬁ

Crown
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Crown all the Jands that formerly might have been ap-
pendages of Alface, or the Three Rifhopricks, but which
had been in the pofitflion of other mafters time im.
memarial. ¢

Several Princes of the Empire, the Elettor Palatine,
the King of Spain himfelf, who had fome bailiwicks in
thofe countries, and the King of Sweden, as Duke of
Deux-Ponts, were cited before thefe Councils, to do
homagg to the King of France, or fuffer the confifcation
of their poffeffions. Since Charlemagne, no Prince had
been ever known to affume the power of mafter and judge
of crowned heads, and to conquer countries by refcripts *,

The Ele&or Palatine and the Ele&tor of Treves werg
deprived of the feigniories of Falkemburg, Germer.
fheim, Veldentz, &c. They preferred their complaints
in vain to the Diet of the Empire, then affembled at Ra-
tifbon, which contented itfelf with entering 3 formal
protett in their favour,

But it was not enough for the King to obtain the pre-
feGure + of ten free cities of Alface, under the fame title
that the Emperors had held it.  Already no perfon pre«
fumed to talk of liberty in any of thofe free cities. Straf-
burg, indeed, yet remained a great and opulent city, and
miftrefs of the Rhine, by the means of a bridge it had "
over that river, and formed in itfelf a powertul repub-
lic, famous for its arfenal, containing nine hundred
picces of artillery.

Louvois had meditated a long time to put his mafter
in poffeffion of this place, Money, ftratagem, and fear,
whrch had opened the gates of {o-many towns to him,
prepared the way for his entrance into Strafburg. The
Magiftrates were bribed ; and the people were in a con-
fternation at feeing, unexpeltedly, their ramparts fur-
rounded by twenty thouland French.” The forts which
defended them o the fide of the Rhine, were no fooner

* M. Voltaire fhould have excepted the Pope. But perhaps he
would not rank his Holinefs in th= jubordinate clafs of tempora) Prine
ces, confidering him as Sgvereign of the Hierarchy, Translator.

+ Command, or Office of Govgrnment.  Jbid. )

: o attacked
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attacked than taken. Louvois ‘was at their _
gates, and the Burgomafters capitulated. °Ge.°
The tears and defpair of the citizens, fond of -

liberty, prevented not the treaty of furrender from be-
ing offered by their Magiftrates, and the town from be-
ing taken poffeffion of by Louvois, in the fame day.-
Vauban, by the fortifications with which he has fince
furrounded it, has rendered this city the ftrongeft barsi~
er of France, I

The King preferved no better meafures with Spain,
He demanded the town of Aloft,with all its bailiwick, in
the Netherlands, which his Minifters, he pretended, had
forgotten to infert in the articles of the peace; and up-
on Spaijn’s hefitation, he blockaded Luxemburg. _

At the fame time he purchafed the, ftrong town of
Cafal from 4 petty Prince, the Duke of Mantua, ..,
who. would have fold all his eftate to fupply his
pleafures. : . -

On finding this Power extending itfelf on all fides, and
acquiring, during a'time of ppeace, more than ten pre-
ceding Kings of France had' gained by all ‘their wars,
the alarm of Europe commenced anew. The Empire,
Holland, and even Sweden, being much difpleafed with
the King, entered into an affociation againft him. Eng-
land threatened ; Spain determined on war; and the.
Prince of Orange.exerted himfelf to bring about an open
declaration of it. But none of thefe Powers dared imme-
~ diately ro commence hoftilities *. .

* It has been pretended, that it was on this occafion the Prince of
Orange,. afterwards King of England, had publicly faid of Louis XIV.
¢ I could not Eain his friendthip, but I will deferve his elleem.”” This
expreflion has been repeated by feveral of the anecdote-writers, and the
Abbé Choifi fixes it in the year 1672, It would meric fome attention,
as feeming to give a diftant hint of the leagues that King William af-
terwards formed againft Louis XIV. 3 but it is not true, that it was on
the peace of Nimeguen that the Pringe of Orange faid fo; and it is
ftill lefs likely that Louis XIV. wrote to the Prince, ¢ You atk my
*¢ friendthip, I fhall grant it to you when you deferve it.”” Thiswas a
Yeply adapted only to a vaffal. Such infulting expreflions could never be
made ufe of towards a Prince with whom he. was concluding a treaty.
This letter is no where to be met with except in the compilation of

Maintenon’s Memoirs 3 and this colleétion has been much decried on
account of the numberlefs falfities contained in it. FPolraire.
‘ ' The



n4 THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV.

The King, already dreaded every-where, thought of
nothing but of rendering himfelt ftill more formidable.
He advanced the power of his Navy beyond the hopes of
the French themielves, and the conceptions of the reft
of Europe. He kept fixty thoufand failors on his efta-

blifbbment; and thefe ynruly crews were re-
::g‘l’ ftrained by the fame ftrict difcipline which govern-
1682, ¢d his land-forces. England and Holland, tho®

great maritime powers, had neither fo many fea-
men, nor fuch good navil laws. Several corps of.Ca-
dets were ffationed on the frontiers, and marine guards
embodied in all the fea-ports, compofed of young men
trained up and inftruted in every art neceflary to their
profefiion, by mafters paid out of the public treafury.
* The harbour of Toulon on the Med:terranean, con-
ftruécd at an immenfe expence, was.capable of contain-
ing a hundred men of war, with an arfenal, and magnifi-
cent ftore-houfes. Tkhe port of Breft was formed after
the fame model. Dunkirk and Havre-de-Grace
were filled with fhipping; and Nature was forced at
Kochetort.

In fhort, the King had above a hundred fhips of the
lmc, many of wh:ch were mounted with a hundred ouns,
and fome with more. He did not fuffer them to remain
tdle in thefe ports. The fquadron under the command
of Du-Quéne, fcoured the feas infefted by the Corfairs

“of Algiers and Tripoly. He avenged himfelf on Al-
giers by the means of a new invention, which was dif-
covered in confequence of that active fpirit which his at-
tention to the arts had excited in all peifons of genius in

-his age. - This barbarous but ingenious contrivance
was the ufe of bomb-ketches, by Which devieg mari-

'nmc towns might be reduced to athes. , {

A young man, whofe name was Bernard- Renaud
{known by the appellation of Litile Renaud)- wuh-
out ever having ferved on board a fhip, became
an excellent mariner by the mere force of genius °
and application. Colbert, who ufed to beckon merit
trom the fhade, had frequently confulted this mari at the
Admiralty-board, even when the King was prefent.
It was owing to the afliduity and inftrutions of Renaud,
« that
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that the French from that time were taught amore regular
and eafy manner of conftructing veflels. He ventured to
propofc in Council the bombardment of Algiers from
fhips at fea. No one before had ever conceived the
idea that a mortar could difcharge its bomb to any
effe®, except fixed on fterra firma. The. propofition

was treated as an idle theory, and be fuftained all thar

contradi&ion and_ raillery which every projector’ muft
expect to meet with; Buc his firmnefs, and that fort of
eloquence which men are generally poffefied of who
are ftrongly impreffed with a conviction of their art,
determined the King to permit an experiment to be
made of this new invention. ,

Renaud had five veflels conftrufted, leffer than ordi-
nary, but ftronger built in timber, without upper decks,
but with a falfe one'in the hold, upon which were fra-
med cavities to receive the mortars. With this equip-
ment he fet fail, under the command of old Du-Quéne,
who was charged with this enterprize, but fromwhich he
bad no hopes of fuccefs. DuQuéne and the Algerines were
equally aftonifhed at the effet of the bombs, when they.
faw great part of the town beaten down, and -
reduced to athes. But this art, extending to 0?(;8:8‘
other nations, ferved only to multiply the ca- )
lamitiesof mankind,arid has been more than once deftruc-
tive to France, for whofe fervice it was firft contrived.

- The Marine being thus brought to perfettion in fo

few years, was the effe& of Colbert’s affiduity; and

Louvois emulated him in caufing above a hundred ci-
tadels to be fortified, and building Huningen, Sar-Lou-
is, the fortrefles of Strafburgh, = Montroyal, &c.
‘While theKingdom was acquiringfuch outward ftrength,
the arts were held in- honour within; pleafures and
plenty every-where abounding. "Paris was crowded
with foreigners, who came to admire the Court of
I_puis.XI\?, whofe name wag knowa throughout all the

world. o
His glory and good-fortune were encreafed ftill more
from the weaknefs of the generality of the cotemporary
"Princes, and the diftreffes of their ftates. ~ The Empe-
1 ror
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rot Leopold was apprehenfive of the Hungarian
malecontents, but more fo of the Turks, who, invited by
them, were preparing to invade Germany. The policy of
Louis made him perfecute the Proteftants in France,
thinking that.he ought to put it out of their power to
hurt him, at the fame time that it led him to proteé,
clandeftinely, the recufants and rebels  of Hungary, as
it might tend to his advantage. His Ambaffador at the
Porte had preflfed the armament of the Turks, before
the peace of Nimeguen 3 but the Divan, from a fingular
caprice, has ever waited until the Emperor was at peace,
before it emitted a declaration of war againft him.
The war in Hungary was not commenced until ¥682 ;
. and the year afterwards the Ottoman army, amounting,
as' has been reported, to the number of two hundred
thoufdnd men, augmented ftill by a large ‘fupply of
Hungarian troops, and obflructed in its courfe by no
fortified towns, fuch as there were in France, nor any
forces capable of interrupting its career, advanced
to the gates of Vienna, after having laid all the coun-
try wafte in its paffage.

The Emperor Leopold quitted Vienna with precipi-
tation, and retired to Lintz; on ‘the approach of.the
Turks ; and when he was infprinted that they had invefted
Vienna, he took no other meafure than to retire fill
farther from it to Paffau; leaving the Duke of Lorrain’
‘at the head of a {mall army, already harraffed by the
Turks on its march, to fuftain the fortune of the Em-
pire as well as he was able *, -

There “was not then the lealt manner of doubt
but that the Grand-Vizier Cara-Muftapha, who com-
manded the Ottoman army, would foon become mafter
of Vienna, an ill-fortified city, abandoned by its fove-
reign, and poorly defended by a gdrrifon, which, though -
nominally fixteen thoufand, was not above ten thou-
fand effettive men, This was the crifis of a moft dread-
ful revolution, : ' '

* See the extraordinary particulars of the fiege of Vienna, in the
Effay on the Manners, &c. addrefled to Madame the Marchionefs
Chiéler. Polraire. . ' L

' -+ Louis
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Louis XIV. was in hopes, and with good reafon, that
Germany, overwhelmed by the Turks, and having no
chief to oppofe them but one whofe flight had encreafed
the common terror, would Be reduced to apply to the
proteétion of France. He had an army on the frontiers *
of the Empire, ready to defend it againft thofe very enes-
mies which his own intrigues had raifed up againtt it.
He might thus have become the Prot-¢tor of- the Em-’
ﬁire,. and procured his fon to be elected King of the
Romans. Hehadbefore joined agenerous conduct with his
political views, when the Turks had threatened Auftria;
not indeed by fending fuccours a fecond time to the
Emperor, but by decliring that he would not invade
the Netherlands, but leave it in the power of the Au-
- ftrian-Spanifh branch of the family to affift that of Ger-
-many, then likely to be over-matched.” He demanded
no other confideration for this inaftivity than that he
fhould be fatistied with regard to feveral doubtful Ar«
ticles in the Treaty of Nimeguen, and principally, re~
fpecting the Bailiwick of Aloft, which had been forgotten
among the preliminaries. He had raifed the blockade
of Luxemburg in 1682, without waiting to receive fa-
tisfaction in this po.nt, and abftained from all hoftili-
ties during a whole year atter. ' :

But at length this generofity became exhaufted during
the fiege'of Vienna.  Vhe Spanifh Miniftry, -inftead of
foothing, rather incenfed him; and Louis X1V. fent an
army into the Low-Countries, at the very time that Vi-
enna was ready to furrender, which was about the be-
ginning of Sepiember; but, contrary to all probable
_hopes, Vienna was refcued from its diftrefs. The pre-
fumption of the Grand Vizier, his effeminacv, his brutal
contempt tor the Chriftians, his ignorance, and dilatori-
nefs, occafioned his deftiuction. It required an excefs
of all thefe taults combined, to have faved Vienhna from -
perdition. _ , LT

John Sobiefki, King of Poland,. had.
tithe to arrive to its relief; and with the S,eplt:;" 12,
jun&ion of the Duke of Lorrain, had only '~ °
to prefent himfelf before the Ottoman multitude, to put
~ Vou. 1. N ) them

‘v
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them to the rout *. The Emperor returned to his ca-
pital, with the mortification of having quitted it. He
juft paffed by as his delivérer was coming out of the
church, after having fung 9¢ Deum, and where the
preacher had given a difcourfe wpon this text: ¢ There
was a man fent from God, and his name was John +.””
We have already feen that Pope Pius V, had applied
thefe words to Don John of Awftria, after the vitory
of Lepanto 1. We know, alfo, that many things which
appear to be new, are only repetitions. The emperor
Leopold was at once triumphant and humbled.

The King of France having now no further meafures to
keep, ordered Luxemburg to be bombarded, feized upon
Courtray and Dixmude, in Flanders, took pofieffion of
Triers, and rafed the fortifications. All this was to fulfil,
as was faid, the fpirit of the Treaty of Nimeguen. The
Imperialifts and the Spaniards negotiated with him at
Ratifbon, while he was taking their towns; and the
peace of Nimeguen, thus violated, was changed to a
truce 'of twenty years; by which the King was per-
mitted to  keep poffeflion of Luxemburg, with
the principality belonging to it, which he had juft
conquered. .

April He was even yet more formidable on the coaft
1684, Of ‘Africa, where the French were. bardly
known, before his time, except by the flaves
"made by the Corfairs of Barbary.. Algiers, twice
bombarded, fent Deputies'to make fubmiffion, and fue
for peace. . They fet all the Chriftian flaves at liberty,
and paid a mul& alfo inftead of receiving a ranfom,
which is a double mortification.to Firates. Tunis and
Tripcli made the fame fubmiffions.

It may not be foreign to our fubje&t to mention the
following circumftance. Damfreville was the name of
the Caprain of the French thip which was fent to Al-
giers to receive the Chriftian captives, in the name of

. ~_ ® He had defeated them twice before.
+ See the Efuy on the Manners; &c. in which the difcourfe is al-
ways addrefled to the fame perfon.
1 Gained over the Turkith Flest in 1571, Tranflator.

the
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the King of France. After they were all aboard, fome
Englithmen who were amongft them, boafting to Dam-
freville that it was in deference to the King of
England they were fet at liberty; the French Cap-
tain fent for one of the Algerine Magiftrates, and de-
livering them over to him, ¢ Thefe people, faid he,
< pretend that they were not releafed but in the name
of their own King ; mine, therefore, will not prefume
to offer them his protection. 1 return them to you
again, and fhall leave you to fettle the point with the
« King of England;” upon which they were all put
into chains again. The pride of the Englith, the weak-
nefs of Charles the Second’s government,. and the re-
fpe&t of the Nations for Louis XIV. are all fhewn by
this ftory *. -~

And fuch was this univerfal refpect, that new honours
were conferred upon his Ambaffador at the Ottoman
‘Porte, particularly thar of the Sofa+, even while he
was humbling the people of Africa, who are under the
protection of the Grand Seignior.

The Republick of Genoa humbled itfelf ftill more
fubmiffively towards him, than that of Algiers. The
Genoefe had fold gun-powder and bombs to the Alge-
rines; and had likewife built four gallies for the fervice
of Spain. The King forbad them, by his Envoy St.
Olon, one of his Gentlemen in ordinary, to launch rhofe

(13
({3
(11

* 1 don’t think that the ftory proves any one of thefe three articles.
The Englithmen muft have been miftaken in the point, or it would
have been folly, not pride, to have fported with their liberty. ‘The
fubmiffion of the Algerines fhewed only their fear, not their refpect;
and I do not fee why Charles the Second’s name is brought here into
.queftion, as no requifition had been made on his part, 1n this tranf-
action. All that appears plain from the ftory is, the pride of the French-
man in fo highly refenting the folly or ignorance of a parcel of unhappy
wretches, his inhumanity in punifhing them fo feverely, and his info-
Jence in daring to alter the cartel, which had been given him in charge
only to fee executed. At the fame time, it muft confiderably leflen
oyr refpe& for Louis the Great, that he fhould have acquiefced both
in the cruelty and irregularity of the a&tion. Tranflasor.

4 This privilege of the Sofa in Turkey, is the fame with that of the
Tabouret in France, a right to fit in the Prefence. Jéid.,

N2 E thips,
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fhips, and menaced them with immediate chaftifement,
if they did not inftantly comply with his demand.

The Genoefe, incenfed at this violation of their liber-
ties, and denending too much upon the fupport
of .Spain, n.ude him no fatisfaction. Immediately
fourteen men of war, twenty gallies, ten bomb-
ketches, with feveral frigates, fet fail from the port of
Toulon. Seignelai, the new Secretary of the Admiral-
ty, whom the famous Colbert *, his father, had got ap-
pointed to this poft before his death, was aboard the
fiecet. This young man, full of ambition, courage,
wit, and a&ivity, would be a foldier and a minifter at the
fame time. He was covetous of every kind of glory, ar-
dent in all his'undertakings, and blended his pleafures
with his bufinefs, without interruption to either. Old
Du Quéne commanded the large fhips, and the Duke of
Magntemar the gallies; both of ‘whom were the creatures
of the Secretary of State.

* John-Baptift Colbert, Marquis de Seignelai and Chauteanenf fur-
cher, Baron de Sceaux, de Lenieres, d’Ormos, Minifter and Secretary
of State, Commander and High Treafurer of the King’s orders, Comp-
troller-General of the Finances, Superintendant of the buildings, arts,
and manufaltores of France, may be jutily ftiled the ableft and beft Mi-
nilter that any kingdom in Europe ever produced. He attached him-
felf to Cardinal Mazarin, who favoured him with his confidence, and
recommended him to the King as a man of unfhaken fidelity, indefa-
tigable application, and extenfive capacity. After the Cardisal’s death,,
Louis appointed Colbert Comp:roller-General of the Finances, which
were in terrible diforder ; and he had all the teafon in the world to'be
pleafed with this difpofition. 'To Colbert alove, all the glory which
T.onis acquired by his external wass, and internal adminifiration, may
be juftly auributed. Colbert improved and eftablithed the finances in
fueh a wanner, as enabled the King to maintain armies that all Eu-
rope could rot oppofe. Colhert introduced and fupperted manu-
fattures,, extended and protefted commerce, and raifed the marine of
France to a moft formidable pitch of power. He advanced the liberal
arts, by -inftituting academies, induftrioufly fearehing afrer and re-

. warding merit ; iaviting artilts from all parts of Europe, and gratify-
ing them with penfions adequate to their defert. He opened a com-
munication between the two ieas, by completing the canal of Langue-
doc, 'He formed and fortified harbours; built docks and arfenals : in
aword, there was not a remarkable work, either of magnificence or uti-
Kty in Prance, that did net owe jts origin to Calbert, whom we would

* propofe as a perfe€ model of a minitter, Tranflator. :

They
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They atrived before Genoa, and the ten
-bomb ketches difcharged fourteen thoufand Ma:%};;"'
fhells into the town, which reduced to athes a &
principal part of thofe marble edifices which had intitled
this city to the name of Genea the Proud. Four thoufand
men were then landed, who marched up‘to the gates,
and burned the Suburb of St. Peter of Arena. It was
now thought prudent to fubmit, in order to prevent the
total deftruction of the place. . ‘ ‘
The King exacted that the Doge of Genoa, with four
of the principal Senators, fhould come and implote his
clemency in the Palace of Verfailles; and left the Ge-
noefe fhould elude the making this {fatisfaction,
and leflen in any manner the pomp of it, he infifted
farther that the Doge, who was to perform this embafly,
thould be continued in his magiftracy, notwithftanding
the perpetual law of Genoa, which deprives a Doge
of his dignity who is abfent but a mo:sent from the °
city. -
Imperialo Lercaro Doge of Genoa, attend- Feb.
ed by the Senators Lomellino, Garibaldi, Du- | 28;.“'
razzo, ana Salvago, repaired to Verfailles, in
order to fubmit to every thing the King fhould require of
them. TheDoge, apparelled 1n hisrobes of ftate, his head
covered with a bonnet of red velvet, which he often took -
off during his fpeech, made his fubmiffion, the very words
and demeanour of which were diGated and prefcribed
to him by Secignelai. . .
The King gave him audience, fitting and covered:
but as in all the actions of his life he joined politenefs
with dignity, he behaved towards Lercaro and the Sena-
tors with as much gracioufnefs as ftate *. The Mini-
fters, Louvois, Croifly, and Seignelai, treated them
with more haughtinefs ; which gave the Doge occafion
" «to fay, * The King captivates our hearts by the man-
“ ner in which he receives us, but his Minifters fet
* them at liberty again.” The Doge was a man of a

* Yet with all bis gracioufacfs and politenefs, tle-e is fomething
very difgufting in the pride and infolence of this al.ox of Louis XIV.

Franflator,
N3 ' lively
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lively wit. Every one has heard the reply he made to
the Marquis of Seignelai, when he afked him what he
found moft remarkable at Verfailles? ¢ To fee myfelf
here,” faid he.

The extreme paffion that Louis XIV. had for every
fpecies of parade, was ftill further gratified by an em-
bafly which he received from the Kingdom-of Siam, a
country, which, till then, was ignorant that France
had an exiftence. This happened through one of thofe
fingularities which prove the fuperiority of the Euro-
peans above all other nations of the earth *. A Greek,
named Phalk Conftance, the fon of a Publican at Cepha-
lonia, chancing to be appointed Barcalon, that is, Prime
Minifter, or Grand-Vizier of the Kingdom of Siam; in
order to confirm himfelf in his ftation, and perhaps with
a view towards an higher one, required fome foreign affif-
tance for his purpofcs, but did not choofe to confide in
the Englifh or the Dutch, who are dangerous neighbours
in the Eaft-Indies. The French had lately eftablifhed
fome Facttories on the Coaft of Coromandel, and had
tranfported the character of their King along with them
_ into this extremity of Afia.

1684. Conftance thought Louis XIV. a likely

perfon to be flattered by a homage fo little
expected, and coming from fuch a diftance. He made
religion too, themafter-pring of all earthly politics, from
Siam to Paris, fubfervient to his {cheme. He fent, in
the name of the King of Siam, his mafter, a folemn em-
bafly, with rich pre nl%nts, to Louis XIV. informing him
that the Indian Potentate, enamoured of his glory, was
defirous of entering into a treaty of commerce with the
French nation, excluﬁve]y, and that he was alfo very
near becoming a Chriftian himfelf.

The greatnefs of the King, thus flattered, and his re-
ligion impofcd upon, induced him to depute to the King

* This curious remark is perfeftly in the impofing manser of our
Author. In what way does this inftance prove the fuperiority of Eu-
rope over Afia, Afri.a, and America 2 Tran/flator.

2 - of
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of Siam two Ambaffadors and fix Jefuits ; to-whom he
afterwards added a body of eight hundred infantry, pro-
perly officered and equipped. But the fame of this Si-
amefe Embafly was all the advantage that accrued fremit;
for Conftance fell, about four years after, a viétim to
his ambition: thofe few French who remained with -
him were maffacred, the reft of his partifans obliged to
fly, 'and his widow, after having been within r(:ach of
the crown, was condemned by the fucceffor of the King
of Siam to ferve as one of the cooks in his kltchcn, an
office the was born to. .

This thirft for glory, which led Louis X1IV. to dif-
tinguith-himfelf from the reft of the Kings of Europe,
thewed itfelf again in the haughty manner with which
he behaved towards the Court of Rome. Odef-
calchi, Innocent XI. fon to a banker of Milan, was
at that time on the Ecclefiaftical Throne. He was a
man of virtue, a fage pontiff, and, though an indifferent
divine, a courageous, refolute, and magnificent Prince.
He fuccoured the Empire and Poland againft the Tucks
with his meney, and the Venetians with his gallies 5
and loudly exclaimed againft the conduct of Louis XIV
who affifted the Turks againft the Chriftians.

It was remarkable that a Pope fhould fo warmly cf-

oufe the caufe of the Emperors, who ftile themielves
Kings of the Romans, and who would, if they could,
reign perfonally in Rome. But Odefcalchi was ‘born
undcr the Auftrian fovereignty, and had made two cam-
paigns in the Mllancfe army. Habit and humour go-
vern moft men.

His pride was plqued at the infolence of the King,
who, on his part, gave him every kind of mortification
that a King of France could pofiibly offer to a Pope,
without fcparatma from his communion. There had
for a long time obtained an abufe in Rome, which it
was difficult to remedy, becawfe it .was founded on a

_ punctilio of which the Catholic Princes were tenacious.
Their Ambaffadors at Rome had extended their privile-
ges, and the rights of afylum attached to their charaéter,
to an unreafonable extent, which they comprelended

N&._ | under
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. under the denomination of Quartier*. Thefe pretenfions
.being always maintained, rendered one-half of the city
a fan&uary for all manner of ciimes. By another abufe,
whatever was brought into Rome under the name of
the Ambaffadors, was exempted from duty, Com-
merce fuffercd, and the ftute was impov« rithed, undcr
this pretence.

. Pope Innocent X1I. obtained, at length, from the- Em-
pcror, the King of Spain, the King of Poland, and the
new King of England James II. “who was a Catholic
Prince, a renunciation of thefe unconfcionable claims.
The Nuacio Ranucci applied to Louis X1V. to concur
with the other Kings towards the peace and regular
government of Rome. But Louis being diffausfied
with the Pope, replied, * That he would never conduct
““ himiclt by the example of others; i bring his place
¢ rather to give, than take, example +.”

Nov. 168 He fent the Marquis de Lavardin on an
. 1687, : .
-emb:fly to Rome; on purpoife to infult the

Pope. Lavardin made his entry into_the city, in de-
fiance of the Poniiff’s interdition, efcorted by four
hundred marine guards, an equal number of volunteer
officers, and two hundred men-fervants in livery, all
armed. He took pofleflion ot the Vatican, of its en-
virons, and of the Church of St. Louis, about which

he pofted centinels, and ordered them to go the rounds,
as in a garrifon.

Tae Pope is the only fovereign power to'whom fuch
an' embafly could be fent; for the authority he aflumes
over crowned heads, makes them ever inclined to hum-
ble him; and the weaknefs of his ftate leaves them at
liberty to do fo, without danger. All that Innocent X1.
was able to oppofe to the Marquis de Lavardin, was the
worn out weapon of excommunication; arms which have
now as little force in Rome itfelf, as they have elfe-
whcrc-, but which, howcver, are ftill made ufe of as a

. * A privileged dift-iék. R

'+ I fee rothing magnarimous in this anfwer. It was merely vain
and inlolent. He defirved 10 have been made an example of, for- fuch
a fpeech. But there was R0 fpiric.in 1l times. Tranjiator.

3 fort
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fort of -anciént, ceremony, as the Popcs foldlers wear
anns merely as an uniform.

The Cardinal d’Eftrées, a man of fenfe, but often un-
fuecefsful in his negotiations, was at that time Refident
from France at Rome. D’l.ftrées being obliged fre-
quently to ‘confer with the Marquis de Lavardm, could
not afterwards be admitted to an audience of the Pope,
without firft receiving abfolution. He endeavoured to
evade this form, in vain; for Innocent XI. would"

. pronounce the words, in order flill to preferve this
imaginary authority by the ufages on which it had .
been originally founded.

Louis, with the fame haughtipefs, but always fup-
poricd by his refources of policy, would give an EJec-
tor to Cologne. Ever occupied in fowing divifions in,
or making war upon, the Empire, he was refolved to
elevate to this Electorate Cardinal Furftemberg, Bi-
thop of Strafburg, his creature, the vitimn of his inte-
refts, and an irreconcileable enemy to the Emperor, who
had imprifoned him in the preceding war, asa German
who had fold himfelf to France.

The Chapter of Cologne, like all the other Chap-
ters of Germany, pofieffes the right of nominating its
Bithop, who from thence becomes Lilettor of courfe.
The perfon who now filled this fee, was Ferdinand of
Bavaia, formerly the ally, but afterwards the enemy of
the ng s as was the cafc of other Princes. He was then

_ atthe pomt of death. The King, liberal of his money, of
his intrigues and his promxfcs, among the Canons, pre-
vailed upon them to elect Furftemberg as his Coadjutor;
and after the death of the Prince, he was again elected
by a majority ‘of the fuffrages.

‘I'he Pope, by the Germanic Concordat, has the right
of conferring the Bifhoprick on the perfon eleéted, and
the Emperor has that ot confirming him in the Eleéto-
rate. " The E mpcror and Pope Innocent X1. being con-
vinced that it would be almoft the fame thmg to
leave Furftemberg in poffeffion of the EleCtorate; as to
plat.c Loms ‘(lV himlelf there, joined their m;crcﬁs

- to
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to confer this Principality on young Bavaria, brother to
the deceafed. .
The King avenged himfelf on. the Pope, by

1688. taking Avignon from him, and prepared for war

againft the Emperor. He fued the Eletor Pa-
latine, at the fame time, for the rights of the Princefs
Palatine, Madame, fecond wife to Monfieur; rights
which fhe had herfelf renounced in her articles of mar-
riage. The war waged againft Spain in 1667, for the
claims of Maria-Therefa, notwithftanding it was a fimi-
lar_renunciation, proves plainly that covenants are only
regarded by private perfons.

Thus did the King, in the fummit of his greatnefs,
difturb, defpoil, or humble, almoft all the Princes of
the other States; but, in return, they almoft all of
them .confederated againtt him *,

C HA P XV

King Fames dethroned ly'b;'.r Son-in-law, William II1. and

protetted by Louis XIV.

HE Prince of Orange, more ambitious even than
T Louis XIV. had conceived fuch vaft projects as
might have appeared vifionary in a Stadtholder of Hol-
land, if they had not been fupported by his courage and
abilities. He refolved to humble the King of . France,
and dethrone the King of England. There was not much
difficulty in uniting the States of Europe, feparately,
in a league againft France. The Emperor, with a
part of the Empire, Holland, and the Duke of Lorraig,

* Thus, notwithftanding the vaft encomiums lavifhed upon Louis
by the French writers, and whatever proofs he exhibited of magni-
ficence, of opulence, of oppreffion and power, he fhewed but very few
of real wifdom orpolicy ; for, by his rapacity, infolence agd cruelty,
he provoked all the States of Evrope to form a confederacy againft him,
which Qripped him of all his vain-glory, and redaced his people to
indigence and mifery, . o

What Salluft fays-of the latter Romans, may juftly be applied to
Youis X1V ; Proinde quafi injuriam facere, id demum effet imperio utie
s And all this ] can'do, bgcaulg I darg,” Tranflarirs = -

had



had at firft contralted a fecret alljance at Auzfburg;
Spain and Savoy afterwards joined them. The Pope,
without being exprefly linked in thé confederacy, was,
however, the political foul of it, by his intrigues. Ve-
nice affifted, without dcclarmo openly ; and all the
Princes of Italy were on their fide.

In the North, Sweden was at that time conne&cd
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with the lmperiali{ts, and Denmark was an ufelefs ally-

to France. Above five hundred thoufand Proteftants,

flying from the perfecution of Louis, and carrying with
them out of France their induftry, and their enmity to.
the King, were a new body of enemies difperfed through-.

out Europe, fpiriting up the Powers to a war which
they were fufficiently inclined to already. (We fhall
{peak of the emigration of thefe Refugees, in the chap-
ter on Religion). The King was furroundcd by ene-
mies on all fides, and had no other ‘friend but King
James.

James, King of England, fucceflor to his brother
CharleslI. wasaCathohc, as wcll as Charles,who, however,
did not conform ’till towards the latter part,of his life,
armd only then in compliance with his miftrefics and his

brother; and this was the more eafy to him, as in rea--

lity he had no religion except that of pure Deifm. His
perfet indifference about' all the articles which divide
the minds of men, had not a little contributed towards
the tranquility of his reign over England.

James, on the contrary, from his youth attached by
perfuafion to the Romith Communion, joined to his
creed a fpirit both of party and of zeal. 'Had he been

a Mahometan, or a difciple of Confucius, the Englith |

would never have diftyrbed his reign upon that account;

but he had formed the dzfign of eftablifhing Catholicifin

in his kingdom, which was confidered by thefe Royal
Republlcans ina very alarmmo hght, 3s the religion
-of flavery'®,

It

* In Vol. Ill. of the Memoi's of Malame de Maintenon, in the

fourth chapter, entitled, Of sbe King and Queen of England, we meet.

with an unaccpunmble Jumblg of faltities, It is (bcte faid, thatthe
follow.
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It is fometimes eafy enough to eftablith -a re-
ligion in a nation, Conftantine, Clovis, Guftavus Vafa,
and Queen Llizabeth, introduced a new one without any
danger, each by different. means; but for fuch revolu-
tions there are two things indifpenfibly requifite, a
profound policy, and lucky circumftances ; but both of
thefe were wanting to .James. .-

He was piqued at feeing fo many Kings in Europe
defpotic 3 that thofe of Sweden and Denmark had lately

following queftion was propofed by the Civilians : * Whether the
* people have a right to rebel againft the auchority which endeavours to
‘force a belief upon them 2™ But here the'sffair was quite the reverfe ;
the Englifh oppofed the King's intention of tolerating the Roman-
Cataclic religion. The point in difpute was, ¢ Whether the King
'had a power to difpenfe with the teft-oath, ia_thofe whom he admiited
to employments ?”’ .

The fame writer fays, that Pope Innocent X{. made the Prince of
Orange a prefent of two hundred thoufand ducats, to go and extirpate
the Roman-Catholic religion in England. ’

_ He likewife affirms, in the fame rath manner, that Innocent XI. or-
dered feveral ihoufand maffes to be faid for the Prince of Orange’s fuc-
-cefs, Itiswell known that this pontift favoured the league of Augf-
burg, but he never afled in a manoer o ridiculoas, and fo cantrary to
what he owed 10 his dignity. The Spanith Envoy at the Hague, in-
deed, ordered prayers to be publicly faid in his chapel for thefuccefs of
the Daotch fleer, of which Monfieur d’Avaux fent advice to his malter
Leuis,

‘This writer alfo gives us to underftand, that the Count d’Avaux
corrupted the members of the ftate; bat he is miltaken here again,
it was the Count d’Efirade. He is likewife wrong in point of time ;
this happencd.twenty-four years before. See Mr. d*Eftrade’s letier to
M. de Lionne, cated Sept. 17, 1664,

The fame author bas the affurance to quote Bithop Barnet, whom he -
mazkes 1o fay, in expreiling a particular vice in the Prince of Orange,
that ¢ he was fond only of back-doors *.”” Now there is not a fingle
‘word in all Bureet’s Hiflory which bears the lealt refemblance to fo low
an expreflion, snd fo unworthy the pen of an hiftorizn ; and though
fome compiler of anecdotes may have pretended that Bithep Burset
fuflered fo indecent a phrafe to elcapec him in converfation, fuch
an obfcure teftimony ought not furely to prevail againft an authentic

- ‘hiftory.  Folraive. . ’ :

* Fhough Burnet did not ufe the grofs expreffion mentioned above,
yet certain it is, h2 infinuated fomething almoft equivalent, to the
prejodice of William’s charadler, by recording a fcaodalous report
‘that the King avas addiSed to a Jecret wice. But “this paffage is
omitied ir the late editions of B:ra:Us Hifory,© Tranfiator.

rendered

~
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rendered themfelves fo; and that, in fine, Poland and En-
gland were the only nations in the world, where liberty
" and royalty fubfifted together. Louis XIV. encouraged
him to become abfolute at home, and the Jefuits prefled
him to re-eftablifh their religion and their power along
with it. -

But he condu&ted himfelf in both thefe attempts with
fo little difcretion, that he only roufed a fpirit of refenc-
ment in the people againft him. He began, at firft, as
if he had already accomplifhed his views; entertaining
publickly at Court a Nuncio from the Pope, with a num-
ber of Jefuies and Capuchins ; fending feven Englith Bi-
thops to prifon,” whom he might have gained over ; in-
fringing the Charter of the City of London, when the
policy would have been to have enlarged its privileges ;
fubverting with a high hand the laws, of which he might
filently have fapped the foundation: finally, condu&t-
ing himfelf with fo little management, that the Cardinals
of Rome ufed jeftingly to fay, * that he ought to be ex-
¢« commundicated, as one who was active for the deftruc.
“ tion of the fmall remnant of Catholicifm ‘that fill
¢ exifted in England *.”

Pape Innocent XI. founded very little hopes on the
proceedings of James, and conftantly refufed his Con-
feffor Peters a Cardinal’s hat, which he demanded for
him. "This Jefuit was an impetuous, artful man, who,
giddy with the ambition of becoming a Cardinal and
Primate of England, hurried his mafter to the brink of the
precipice. The principal perfons of the kingdom united in
fecrer againft the King’s defigns, and fent a deputation to
the Prince of Orange. Their confederacy was conduéted
with fo much fecrecy and prudence, that the Court had
not conceived the leaft idea of a defection.

The Prince of Orange equipped a fleet to tranfport
between fourteen and fifieen thoufand men+. This

- Prince

" ® M. Voltaite is a perfe@ Machiavel. He gives conning advice for
wickegd purpofes. Tranflator.- )

-4 The anthor of Maintenon’s Memoirs afferts, that the Prince of
Orange, upon the States-General refufing to grant him a {upply, ea-

tered the affembly, and addreffed them in this manner ; ¢ Gentlemen,
there will be awar, next fpring, and [ defire thiat this prediCtion may

i
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Prince was only an eminent individual, whofe private
fortune exceeded not five hundred thoufand florins + a-
year. But fuch was his admirable condué in public
affairs, that he had made himfelf intire mafter of the
treafures, the fleets, and the confidence, of the States-
General. He'was King, in effe®, in Holland, by his
fpirit and addrefs; and James had forfeited all regal
power in England, by his folly and rathnefs.

At firft it was pretended that this fleet was deftined -

againft France. The fecret was preferved inviolably
by above two hundred perfons. Barillon, the French
Ambaffador at I.ondon, a man of pleafure, and better
acfjuainted with the intrigues of James’s miftrefles than
with thofe of Europe, was deceived ; but Louis X1V,
was not impofed upon. He offered affiftance to his al-
ly, who then declined it, out of a weak confidence;
and requefted it, foon after, when it was too late, and
when the fleet of the Prince, his fon-in-law, was under
fail,
oa. _ Every thing failed him at once; but he had been
1688. firft wanting to himfelf. He wrote to the Emperor
Leopold in vain, whofe anfwer was, * Nothing
has happenedto you, but what we had foretold.” Hede-
pended on his Fleet, but it fuffered that of the enemy to
pafsby. He mighthavedefended himfelf by land, atleaft,
as he had an army of twenty thoufand men; which had
he led on to adion, without affording them time to hefi-
tate, would probably have fought with fuccefs; but he
gave them leifure to confider and refolve.
Many ofhis General Officersabandoned him. Amongft
thefe was the famous Churchill, as fatal afterwards to

be regiftered.” 1In proof of this he quotes the Count d’Avaux, and
fays, that this Minifter faw thrqugh the whole defign of the Prince of
Orange. It is hardly poffible to jumble together falfities in a worfe
manner. Nine thoufand failors were ready affembled in the year
1687. The Count d’Avayx does not mention a fyllable of this pre-
tended fpeech of the Prince of Orange ; nor had he the leaft fufpicion
of that Prince’s real defign, till the zoth- of May, 1688. See his
letter to the king, of that date. Poltaire.

1 The Dutch florin is two fhillings—fifty thoufand pound, pcn_-‘ann. -

Louis
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Louis as to James, and fo illuftrious under the title
of the Duke of Marlborough. He was a favourite
with James, his creature, brother to his miftrefs, and a
Lieutenant-General in his army; netwithftanding all
which he quitted him, and went over to the Prince of
Orange’s camp. The Prince of Denmark, fon-in-law
to James; and his own daughter, the Princefs Anne,
both forfook him. !

"Upon finding himfelf attacked and purfued by one
of his fons-in-law, and abandoned by the other ; defert-
ed by both his'daughters, his natural friends ; and hated
even by thofe fubjeéts who remained ftill of his party ;
he faw his fortune defperate ; and flight, the laft refource
of a conquered Prince, was the only refolve he was capa-
ble of forming, without waiting the event of a baule.

Finally, after having been ftopped in his flight by the
populace, maltreated by them, and carried back again to
London ; after having tamely fubmitted to the commands |
of the Prince of Orange in his qwn palace; after fee-
ing his own, guards replaced by thofe of the Prince; ba-
nifhed from his houfe, and made prifoner at Rochefter,
he took advantage of the unguarded manner in which
he was purpofely attended there, to quit the kingdom,
and feek an afylum in France.

This was the zra of true Englifh liberty. The Na-"
tion, reprefented by its Parliament, drew the line, fo
long contefted, between the prerogatives of the Prince
and the privileges of the People ; and havin%‘ prefcribed
to the Prince of Orange the conditions on which he was
to reign, chofe him for their King, jointly with his wife
Mary, the daughter of James. From this time this
Prince was no longer known in the greateft part of
Europe, but under the title of William IIJ. lawful King
of England, and the Deliverer of the Nation : in France,
howeyer, he was only confidered as the Prince of Orange,
and an ufurper of his father-in-law’s dominions.

. The fugitive King came, with his wife, daughter Jan.
of a Duke of Modena, and the Prince of Wales, yet '989-
an infant, to implore the prote&tion of Louis XIV,
The Queen of England, who had arrived before her huf-
/ band,
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b--.},wisaflonithed at the fplendor which furrounded the
K ot France, at that profufion of magnificence which
e beheld ac Verfailles, and ftill more at the manner in
wiich fhe was received. The King advanced to meet
her!. as” far as Chatou ®. * I come, now, -Madam,

- {iid he, to pay you a melancholy fervice; but I hope
<¢ foon to render you one more confiderable, and more
¢« fortunate.” Thefe were his very words. * He then
conduéted her to the Palace of St. Germain’s, where
fhe met with the fame attendance as if fhe had been
Queen of France; was fupplied with every thing that
convenience or luxury could require ; with prefents of
all kinds, of gold, filver, plate, jewels, and filks.

Among thefe prefents was a purfe of ten thoufand
louis d’ors laid upon her toilette. The fame attentions
were paid to her -hufband, who arrived the day after
her. He had fix hundred thoufand livres a-year efta-
blithedfor the fupport of his houfchold, befides a number
of prefents that were alfo made him. He had the King’s
officers and guards to attend him. All this reception,
however, was nothing, in comparifon of the preparations
thar were fet on foot for reftoring him to his throne.

-The King never appeared fo great, as upon this oc-
cafion; and James appeared as mean. Thofe perfons
of the Court or City whofc opinions were thought to
be decifive upon the charaters of men, held him in no
manner of cfteem. He affociated chiefly with Jefuits.
He alighted at their College in St. Antony’s-Street, in
Paris. He told them he was a member of their fraternity,
and, what is ftill more extraordinary, what he faid was
true. He had got himfelf affociated in this Order, with
certain' ceremonics, by four ‘Jefuits, when he was Duke
of York. _ ,

7 his meannefs of fpirit in a Prince, joined to the man-
ner in which he had loft his crown, rendered him fo con-
temptible, that the Court Wits amufed themitlves every
day in writing ballads upon him. Driven from England,

* See the Letters nf Madame de Sevigné, and the Memoirs of Mae
dame dc ia Fayeute, &c, . -

he
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he was thc jeft of France; nor was his being a2’ good
Catholic of the leaft fervice to him. The Arch-
bithop of Rheims, who was brother to Louvois, faid
publickly at St. Germain’s, in his anti-chamber, *¢ There
¢ is a good Chriftian for you, who has facrificed three
¢ Kingdoms for a Mafs I

He received nothing from Rome, except Indulgencies
and Pafquinades. In fhort, throughout the whole of
this revolution, his rehgnon was of fo little fervice to
his caufe, that when the Prince of Orange, at the head
of the Calvinifts, fet fail to dethrone the King, his fa-
ther-in-law, the Minifter of the Catholic King * at the
Hague diretted Maffes to be faid for the happy fuc-
cefs of his’ voyage.

In the midit of the humiliations of this fugitive King,
and the liberalities of Louis XIV. towards him, it was
an object worthy of attention to fee James touching for
the King’s Evil, in the little Convent of the Englith
Nuns ; whether it is that the Kings of England arrogate
to themfelves this peculiar pr1v1lcge, as pretending to  the
Crown of France ; or thart this ceremony had been eftab-
lithed among them from the time of Edward the Firtt.
~ The King foon fent a convoy with him to Ireland,
where the Roman Catholics ftill formed a party that was
thought confiderable. A fleet of thirteen fhips of the
ﬁrﬂ:-l‘ate, lay in Breft road to efcort him. All the
Officers, the Courtiers, and even the Priefts, who had
~ followed James to St. Germain’s, had their journey to
Breft defrayed at the expence of the King of France.
The Jefuit Innes, Reftor of the Scotch College i
Paris, was appointed his Secretary of State. An Am-
baflador, Monfieur d’Avaux, was named to attend the
dethroned King, and followcd him in all the pomp of
his public chara&er. .

Arms and ammunition of every kind were ftored aboard
the fleet, with furniture and utenfils, from the higheft
-accommodations to the meanett ufes. The King went
to take leave of him at St. Germain’s, where, as his laft

: ¢ Kinz of Spain, 3
Vor. L. ’ o : gift,
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gift, he prefented him with his own cuirafs, faying, i
embra ing him, ¢ The beft with I can make for you
“ is, that I may never fce you again.”

" Scarcely had King James landed in Ireland,
» % with his retinue, when twenty-three other large
1689 . : > Y g

fhips of force, under the command of Cha-

teau-Renaud, with a number of tranfports, followed

him. This fleet having defeated and difperfed the

Englifh Navy thatoppofed its paffage, and fafely landed

the troops, and on its return taken feven Dutch Mer-

* chantmen, came back to Breft victorious over the Eng-
lifh *, and laden with the fpoils of Holland.

Soon after this, a third fupply fet fail again from
‘Breft, as alfo from Toulon and Rochefort. The ports
of Ircland, and the fea of the Englith Channel, wete
filled and covered with French fhips. At length Tour-
ville, Vice-Admiral of France, with feventy-two fail of
Targe men of war, met with the Englith and Dutch
fleet, conlifting of about fixty fhips; and they had an
engagement, which continued ten hours. : '

Tourville, Chateau-Renaud, d’Etrées, and Nemond,
fignalized their courage and abilities in fuch a manner,

March, 35 refle®ed an honour on France which the
15go. had not been ufed to. The Eqglith and the
July,  Dutch, *till then mafters of the Ocean, and
1692-  from whom the French had but a little time

Before learned the art of arranging their thips in battle-
array, werc entirely defeated. Seventeen of their men
of war, difabled or difmaftcd, were run afthore, and
burned by themfelves. The reft retreated to the
Thames, or fled towards the coafts of Holland. The -
French did net lofe a fingle vefiel .
: And
* Who would not imagine from this expreffion that the French flect
had fubdu-d Englaad > whereas the truth of the matrer is this :- The.
French fguadron falling in with the Englith fleet under #Herbere,
.which was grea:ly inferior to them -in nwmber, an engagement en-
fued, .in" w hich there was not one veflel kift on either fide y7and the
_two fquadrens {eemed to part by confent. Herbért put to fea; and
~Chytesu-Renaud retired into Buniry-vay, in lrcland.  Fragfarr.
+ The French fleer contitted of feventy. eight thips of war, and two--

~and-twenty fire-ihups ; wacreas' the” combined fquadrons of England
' and
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And now, what Louis XIV. had been wifhing for
twenty years, and which appeared before to be fo very
improbable, happeried at laft ; he had obtained the em-
pire of the Sea. But this empire was indeed of
thort duration. The enemies men of war fled before

his fieet. ' Seignelai; who dared attempt every thing;

brought the galleys of Marfeilles upon the Ocean 3
and the coafts of England now faw this kind of . veflels
for the firft time. By this means an eafy defcent was
made at Thhmouth, and in that bdy above thirty mer-
chant-thips 'were bursied. The privateers of St Malo
and the new harbour of Dunkirk; enriched both them-
felves and the State by continual prizes. [na word, for
the fpacé of two years there was not a thip to be feén on
the fea, except thofe of France. : :

King James did not fecond in Ireland thefe efforts of -

Louis XIV. He had with him near fix thoufand French;
and fifteen thoufand Irith. Three-fourths of the King-
dom had declared in his favour; and his antagonift;
William, was abfeat. However, he profited nothing
- from thefe advantages. His fortune received the firft
check, before the little town of Londonderry. Hé
prefled it by an obftinate but ill-conducted fiege, during
four months. The town was defended only by a Pref-
bytetian Elder, whofe name was Walker: This preacher
had fet himfelf at the head of the armed citizens; and
led them forth, as occafion ferved, ecither to pray or
fight. He infpired them with hardinefs to brave death
and famine ; and at lehgth the Prieft obliged the King
to raife the fiege. o "
This firft diigrace in Ireland was foon followed by a

greater misfortune; William arrived, and marched . .

dgainft him. The rivéer Boyne feparated their armiess

ind Holland did not exceed fifiy-fix, fo that the enemy had a fupe- _

riority of twenty-two, In this engagement the Dutch lo® fix thips of
the line ; and the lofs of the Englifh amounted to two. Admiral Her-
bert,, then Lord Torrington, was deprived of his command, and fent
prifoner to the Tower, in confequence of the complaints of the States-
General, who affirmed that he had facrifized the Dutéh fquadion ia
theé engagement, Tranflators .

P O 2 . William
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-William undertook to pafs it, in fight of the enemy. It
was barely fcrdable in three places. The Cavalry fwam
over, and the Infantry waded acrofs,” with the water up
to their fhoulders ; but on the other fide they had a
-morafs * to traverfe ; after which théy were oppofed by
a fteep afcent, that formed a fort of natural intrench-
ment.. King William overcame all thefe obftacles,
brought up his forces in three columns, and gained the
battle. a

The Irith, whom we have feen fuch good foldiers in
France and Spain, have never deferved that charaier
in. their own country +. There are among nations,
fome which feem formed to be fubject to others . The
Englith have always had over the Irifh a fuperiority in
genius, in opulence, and arms §. Ireland has never
been able to throw off the Englith yoke, fince it was
conguered by a fingle Englifh Nobleman |.

The French ftood their ground at the battle of the
Boyne, but the Irith gave way, and were put to the

. * ‘Hibernicé, a bog. Tranflator, , ‘

+ This fhews they are not Dunghill-Cocks, at 1ezt, Mr. Voltaire. 15,

1 What a hazarded pofition is here ! The Cappadocians themicives
were not narurally formed o be flaves; andif not xarurally to, the ar-
gument can borrow no force from occafional contingency,  Sach an ex-
preflion coxld never have efcaped from Montefquien’s pen.  Iéid.

§ M. Voltaize here feems to impute thefe advantages to the Englifh,
as if they were narural ones, and to reproach the Irith with the acciden-
zal difadvantages they have laboured under of circumftances, fitnation,
and oppreflion, as if thefe were nataral too. But the fame ipfe dixit
would ferve to prove the fuperiority of Englifimen themfelves over
their own countrymen, by comparing the County of Middlefex with
the Shire of York, "Zéid, R :

.| With what contamely does this fame bap- bazard hiftorian fpeak
of the poor Irith! ¢ Conquered by a fingle, or, as the French is,
a fimple Nobleman.,”” Would rot one imagine that he was {peak-
ing here of Quinbus Flefiin towing away the whole Blefufecun
fleet with a twifted packthread ? But the real flory was briefly this :
The nation was divided 2gainft itfelf. “Two of its Kings, of which
there were five, happened 1o be at variance with each oiher, .and one
of them called in Henry II. to his aid. M. Voltaire does not name the
Notlsman, to whom fingly, or fimply, he atiributes this mighty fea: 5
but I fuppofe he muft mean Richard Strongbow, Earl of Strigul, af-
. terwards Chepftow, becaule hie happened to command the firtt paity of

the Englith that landed, and afterwards married the Irith King’s daugh=
ter, Jbid. ’ :

- rout.
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rout. Their King, James, who appeared not in the en:-

gagement, eithier at the head of the French or of the

Irifh, was the firft ¢o retreat; and yet he had ever be-
fore given proofs of perfonal valour: but there are

times when a depreffion of fpirits may become an vver- .

match for courage *..

King William having had his thoulder grazed by a
cannon-ball before the battle, was reported to be dead,
in France. This piece of falfe intelligence was received
in Paris with an indecent and thameful rejoicings Some
of the fubaltern Magiftrates encouraged the citizens
and populace to light bonfires on the occafion. The
bells were fet a ringing, and in many parts of the town
were burned ftraw-images, defigned to reprefent the
Prince of Orange, as they burn the Pope, on fome oc-
cafions, in Lendon. The cannon of the Baftile were
alfo fired, not by the King’s-order, but through the in-
difcreet zeal of the Commandant. :

It might be imagined, from all thefe tokens of joy,
and upon the credit of a number of writers, that {fuch
extravagant rejoicings upon the fuppofed death of an ene-
my, were the effe& of the great terror with which he had
infpired them +. All thofe who have written upon
this fubject, both French and Foreigners, have faid,
that thele marks of feftivity were the higheft eulogium
that could be made on King William. However, if
one  confiders the circumftances of the times, and the
fpirit which then predominated, he muft plainly fee that it
was not fear which produced thofe tranfports of joy. The
¢itizens and populace are not apt to dread an enemy,

® There are fuch chara@ers in life, of men with valignt hearts,
but coward minds, Tyrenne, under whom he ferved, fpoke hand.
fomely of him ; and Marlborough, upon hearing the courage of King
James quettioned, faid, ** No, my old Mafter was perfonally brave;
¢ but waated the beft part of a foldicr, refolution.”” T ranflator.

+ And fuch imagination was right, notwithftanding M. Voltaire’s
invidious and difingenuous manner of folving the appearances. He
certainly muft have been an obje& of dread, as well as of averfion, to
France, both to its religion and flate ; as Generalifimo of Holland,
Kiog of Englsnd, and head of the Prowftant league. They were
afhamed of their hafty joy, and gave, this turn to it, alterwards, ~ Jbid. .

(0] 3 unlefs
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unlefs he is at their gates. So far from being impreffed

with terror at the name of William, the common people .
of France had the injuftice to defpife him. He had been
generally defeated by the French Generals ; and the Vul-
gar were incapable of judging how much true glory this
Prince had gamcd even in his defeats. William, con-

. queror of James in Ireland, appeared not yet to the eyes
of the Fiench an enemy.worthy of Louis XIV. Paris,
jdolatrous of its King, abfolutely believed him to be
mv1nc1blc

Thofe rqmcmgt, thcn, were not the cffc& of fear, but
of hate. The major part of the Parifians, born under
the reign of Louis X1V, and inured to defpotic rule,
~ regarded a King at that time as a Dlvmlty, and an
Ufurpcr as guilty of facrilege. The common people,
who had feen James go every day to Mafs, abominated
William as” an herctic.  The idea of a daughter and
a fon-in-law driving their father from.a throne, of 2
Proteftant reigning in the place of a Catholic, in a
word, of an encmy to Louis XIV. tranfported them to:
a degree of fury ; but the wifer fort behaved themfelves
wuh more moderation.

James returned to France, leaving his competitor
to win more battles in Ireland, and to eftablifh him-
" felf on the throne. The F rench Fleets were then oc-
cupied in bfinging back the French treops which had:
fought in vain, and the Irifh Catholic: families, who
being ftripped of every' thing in their 6wn country,.
chofe to go and fubﬁﬁ in Francc on the hbcrahty of
the King: -~ =

It is believed that what is called Fortune, had very
little part in this ‘revolution, from ‘firft-to laft. The
charalters {olely of William and James effected the wholé.
Thofe who love to trace thé fources of events in the
conduét of men, may remark, that King William, aftér
his w&ory, proclalmed a general pardon and that
King James, after his defeat, in paffing through a lirtle
town, ‘named Galway, hanged up fome of the Citizens,
who' had advifed the fhutting their gates' againft him.,
Of two men a&mtr in fuch dxﬂ"crent manﬂers, ‘it was-

. NS an
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an eafy matter to forefee which- was meft likely to
prevail.

There ftill remained, however, fome towns in Ireland,
which held out for James ; among which was Limerick,
garrifoned with above twelve thoufand men; and the '
King of France, ftill fupporting the fortune of James,
fent over three thoufand regular troops to its affiftance.
To this fervice he added the further liberality of fup-
plying every thing neceflary both to the forces and the |
relief of the numerous inhabitants of the city. Forty fail
of tranfport thips, convoyed by twelve men of war, car-
ried over all poffible fuccours of men, urenfils, and ac-
coutrements ; enginéers, gunners, bombardeers, with twa
hundred mafons faddles, bridles, and houfings, 'for above
twenty thoufand horfe; cannon, with their carriages ;
mufkets, piftols, and fwords, for twenty- -fix thoufand .
men; befides provifions and fhoes.

leCI‘le though beﬁeged being thus provided with
every thing Tofficient for its defence, expe@ed to fee its
‘King_draw his fword upon that occafion. But James
appearcd not,” the town furrendered, and the French
thips made a fecond voyage to Ircland to bring back
to France above twenty thoufand Irifh "foldiers and in-
habitants,

What is, perhaps, more extraordmary, is, that Louxs

X1V, was not difcouraged by all thefe fruitles attempts, - .‘

He had a heavy war to fuf’ram, oo his own part, againft
the greateft part of Etrope; and. yet he frove il
to reverfe the fortune of James by one decifive attion,
and to make a defcent in England with twenty
thoufand men. He had afifembled them between Cher-
bourg and La Hogue *. Above three hundred tranf-
ports were ready to receive them at Breft. Tour- _ .
ville, with forty-four men of war, kept cruifing J““' 29
off the Coaft of Normandy, to efcort them, and

D’Ectrees arrived from the Port of T ou»on with thirty -
ﬂnps more.,

* Two fea-po;t's in France, on the coalt of Nermaody., T7anfarer.

Q4 . - 1
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If there be fome misfortunes which are owing to.bad
condudt, fo there are others which arife merely from bad
fortune. The wind, which was at firft favourable to
D’Etrees’s fquadron, happened to change; which putit
out of his power to join Tourville. His forty-four
fhips were attacked by the united ficets of England and
Holland, which confifted of about a hundred fail. Su-
periority of numbers carried the day, and the French

were obliged to yield, after an engagement of ten hours.

Rufel, the Englith Admiral, purfued them for two days.
Fourteen large fhips, two of which mounted a hundred
and four guns each, were run athore, and the Captains
fet fire to them, to prevent their beipg burnt by the-ene-
my *. King James, who faw this difafter, ftanding on
the fhore, {faw .at the fame time all his future hopes
fwallowed up in the waves.

This was the firft check which the fortune of Lauis
XIV. had received by fea. Seignelai, who, after Col-
bert, his father, had brought the Navy of France to
its  height, had died towards the latter end of 1690.
Pontchartrain, who from the poft of firft Prefident of
Brittany, had been raifed to the office of Secretary of
State for the marine department, fuffered it not to de-
cay. The fame {pirit reigned ftill in the adminiftration.
France had, the very year after the difgrace at L.a Hogue,
as large a fleet at fea as the had before ; for Tourville
was at the head of threefcore fhips of the line, and d’E-,
trees commanded thirty ; befides thofe that remained in
In 1696 harbour. And even four years after, the King

fitted out an armament, more confiderable ftill

* The Englith hiftorians fay the French fleet amounted to fixty-three
thips of the line, and that a greater number of the French than of the
Englith were engaged. Certain it is, Ruffel’s own fhip difabled the
Rifing Sun, a fhip of one hundred and four guns, commanded by Tour-
ville in perfon. She was burned by Sir Ralph Delaval, near Cherburg,
together with the Admirable, another firft-rate, and the Coeqoerant, of
eighty guns. Eighteen other great fhips of the French flect ran 1nto
J.a Hogue, where they were attacked by Sir George Rogke, who de-
firoyed them, and a great number of tranfports laden with ammuni-
tion, in the midft of a terrible fire from the enemy, and in fight of the
Irith camp.  Tranflator, ot
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than any of the former ones, to convoy James over to
England, at the head of twenty thoufand men. But
this fleet only juft fhewed -itfelf; for the meafures of
James’s party in England, were as ill conducted, as
thofe of his protettor were well planned in France.

There was now no refource left for the. partifans of
the dethroned King, but in confpiracies againtt the life
of his rival. Almoft all thofe who engaged 1n thefe plots,
fuffered capital punifhment; nor was it believed that,
even had they fucceeded, he would have recovered his
kingdom again. He paffed the remainder of his days
at St. Germain’s, where he was maintained by the
bounty of Louis, and a penfion of feventy ‘thoufand li-
vres, which he was mean enough to accept privately
from his daughter Mary, in whofe favour he had been
dethroned. :

He died in the year 1700, at Sr. Germain’s; and
fome Irith Jefuits pretended that miracles were pei-
formed at his tomb *. . They even talked at Rome of -
canonizing after his death, a Prince whom they had
abandoned during his life. ‘

Few Princes were more unhappy than James ; and there
is no inftance, in hiftory, of any tamily being unfortunate
for fuch a length of time. The firft of his anceftors that
was King of ‘Scotland, whofe name was likewife James,

. after being detained prifoner in England eighteen
years, was affaffinated, with his queen +, by the hands
of his own fubjects. James 1I. his' fon, was kill-
ed, at nincteen years of age, fighting againft the En.
glith 1. James Lil. after being imprifoned by his fub-
jects, was flain by the rebels in an engagement. JamesIV.
perithed in a battle which he loft. Mary Stuart, his
grand-daughter, driven from her throne, and a fugitive
in England, after having languithed eighteen years in a

* Tt was ridicoloufly pretended that bis keliques had cured the Bi-
fhop of Autun of a filtula. Poltaire.

1+ The queen was only wounded, and recovered. Tranflator.

1 He was killed by accident, at Roxburgh, M, Voltaire writes *
pfien without bock, J&id. ~ ‘

‘ 4 prifon,
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prifon, faw herfelf condemned to death by Englith

Judges, and loft her head on a fcaffold. Charles L

grandfon of Mary, King of Scotland and England, was

fold by the Scotch, fentenced to death by the Englifh,

and died on a fcaffold before the eyes of his people.

James, his fon, the feventh of his name in Scotland, and

the fecond in England, who is our prefent fubject, was

driven out of his three kingdoms; and, to add to his

misfortune, even the legitimacy of his fon was dif-

puted, This fon, in attempting to regain the throne .
of his anceftors, only broughe his friends under the

hands of the executioner; and we have fince- feen

Prince Charles-Edward, uniting in vain the virtues of
his forefathers and the courage of King John So-

bietky, his grandfather by the mother’s fide, perform-

ing exploits and f{uffering misfortunes almoft incredi-

ble *.

If ‘any thing could juftify thofe who believe in an
unavoidable fatality, it would be the continued fuccef-
fion of niisfortunes which have befallen the Houfe of -
Stuart during the fpace of above thrée hundred
years.-

* M. Voltaire is the firft hiftorian that ever made a hero of him.
He might have faid the fame of him as he ‘does of his father, i the
{cntsncc before, and neither moré or kefs.  Tranflator. -

~ CHAP.
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C H A P XVIL

Of what paﬂéd on the Continent while King William was
- invading England, Scotland, and Ireland, till the year 1697
The fecond burning of the Palatinate. The Viilories of
the Marjbals Catinat and Luxembyrg, €9’c

NOT being willing to interrupt the chain of the
affairs relative to England, I now. return to what
pafled on the Continent.

The King, while he was thus forming fuch a naval
force-as was never exceeded by any other ftate in Europe,
had to contend with the Emperor and the Empire,
Spain, the two maritime powers of England and Hol:
land, both become more formidable under one head *,
Savoy, and almoft all Italy. Onealone of thefe enemies,
England or Spain, was formerly fufficient to have ruin-
ed France ; but all together now were not able to make the -
leaft lmpreﬁion upon her.

Louis XIV. had almoft conftantly five armies on foet
. during the céurfe of this war,. fometimes fix, ‘but never
“lefs than four. The troops in Germany and Flanders
" often amounted to the number of a hundred thoufand
effective men. The frontier places were not, however,
left ungarrifoned. The King had four hundred and fif-
ty thoufand men in arms, mcludmg his marine forces.
The Turkith Empire, fo powerfulin Europe, Afia, and
Africa, never had fo many; and eden the Roman Em-
pire had not more,. hor had it-ever fo many wars to fuf-
tain at any one time. Even thofe who blame
Louis XIV. for having made himfelf fo many enemies,
admire him for the meafures he took, not only to defend
hxmfelf but to prevent attacks.

' Thefé, enemies had. not yet either intirely dcclarcd
. themfclvcs, or united together: the Prince of Orange
had not yet fet {ail from- the Texel to drive his father-
in- law into. cxlle, when France had her armxcs upon zhc

i * William m ;
frontiers
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frontiers of Holland and on the Rhine. The King had
fent his fon, the Dauphin, who was ftiled Monfeigneur,
into Germany, at the head of an army of a hundred
thoufand men. This Prince was m:ld in his manners,
modeft in his behaviour, and feemed to be the very
counterpart of his mother. He was then about twenty-
feven years of age. This was the firft time he had ever
been in:rufted with 2 command, after his character had
afforded fufficient affurance that he would not make an
ill ufeof it. The King faid publickly to him on his de-

parture, * My fon, in deputing you to com-
s:%'éa"’ “’mand my armies, I furnith you with. an
‘ ) ¢ opportunity of proving your merit. Go
“ and difplay it before all Europe; fo that when 1 die,
“ it may not be perceived that the King is no .
¢ more.” '

The Prince had a fpecial commiffion given him for the
command, as if he had been merely one of the Generals
whom the Kin% had chofen for the campaign. His father
ufed to addrefs his difpatches ¢ To our .fon the Dau.
«¢ phin, our Lieutenant-General, commanding our armies -
*¢ 1n Germany.” .,

All matters had been fo provided and difpofed before.
‘hand, that the fon of Louis XIV. whofe nameand pre. -
fence was to contribute to the eclat of this expedition,
might not fuffer any kind of difgrace. Marfhal Duras
was in effect the Generaliflimo. Boufilers had a body of -
troops on this fide the Rhine, and Marthal d’Humieres
another towards Cologne, to watch the motions of thg
enemy. ot S

Heidelberg and Mentz were taken. The fiege of
Philipfburg, which is always the firft manceuvrein a -
war with Germany, was commenced.” Vauban condué-
ed the fiege, and all the articles not included in his
department were intrufted to-Catinat, then Lieutenant-’
General, a man capable-of every thing, and formed for
all kinds of bufinefs. , .

Monfeigneur arrived at the Camp fix days after the
trenches were opened. He imitated the conduét of his .
father, hazarding his perfon only where it was neceffary,

T
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but not rafh]y, affable to every one, and liberal to the
_foldiery.. The King was fenfible of a perfe&t fatisfac-
~:tion in having 2 fon who copied without excelling him,

and who rendered himfelf beloved by every one, thh—
* out giving caufe of fear to-his father.

Phlhp{burm was taken in nineteen days; Nov. 11,
Manheim in three; Franckendal intwo; and  1683.
Spires, Triers, Worms, and Oppcnhcxm fur. Nov. 15,
rendered as. foon as the French prefented 1688
themfelves before their gates.

The King was determined -to make a defert of the Pa-
latinate, ‘as foon as thefe towns were taken. © His defign .
. in this was to cut off the means of fubfiftence from the
enemy, rather than to take revenge of the Elettor Pala-
, tine, who wis guilty of no other offence than having done
‘his duty, in uniting with the reft of the Empire againft

France. An order was fent to the army from Lou1s,
figned Louvois, to reduce the whole country to afhes.
The French Generals, who could not refufe obedi-
ence, gave notice, in the very midft of wirter, to the ci-
tizens of all thofe flourithing and well-built towns, to the
inhabitants of the v111aores, and “to the Lords of above
fifty caftles, to quit their dweHings, as every thing was
immediately to be deftroyed by fire and
fword. Men, women, old people and chil-
dren all fled away with thé utmoft precipita- '
tion. Some wandered about in the fields, and the reft
took thelter ih the neighbouring countries; while the
military, who are generally quick to execute and exceed
commands of rigour, and ilow to obey thofé of clemen-
cy, burned and pillaged théir country. They began
" with Manheim and Heidelberg, the refidence of the Elec-
tor, whofe palaces were dcﬁroycd with as litsle remorfe as
the citizens houfes. Even tombs were broke open by the
rapacity of the foldiers, who expected to have found
fome concealed treafures there ; and the afhes of the dead
were fcattered in the air. ,
© This was the fecond time that this fine country had
been laid waite by Louis X1V, But the flames with
whlch Turcnnc had burned two cities and twenty vil-
lages

Febroary, -
8
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lages of the Palatinate, were but fparks in comparifon of
this laft conflagration. All Europebehé¢ld this attion with
horror, The Officers who executed the command, were
afhamed of being the inftruments of fuch barbarities,
The blame was thrown upon the Marquis de Louvois,
become more inhuman g'om that calloufnefs of heart
which a long miniftry is apt to produce. He. had, in~
deed, iivcn fuch advice; but Louis had it in his power
not to have followed ir. If the King had been a witnefs
of this fpectacle, he would himfelf bave extinguifhed thg
flames. But he figned the order at his palace of Ver-
failles, in the midft of his pleafures, for the deftruc-
tion of a whole country, becaufe he faw nothing in fuch
a command except his power and the unhappy right of
war ; tho’, had he yiewed the fcene, He would have confi-
dered nothing but the horror of it.  The nations of Eu-
tope, who till then had only blamed his ambition while
they admired it, now exclaimed againtt his cruelty ; and
all condemned his politics : for fhould the enemy ever
penetrate into his dominions, as' he had done into theirsy
they would reduce his towns to athes, in turn.

This danger was to be apprehended. Louis, in co-
vering his frontiers with one hundred thoufand foldiers,
taught Germany to make the fime efforts. This coun-
try, being better peopled than Franee, might be able
to raife larger armies: They have more difficulty, in-
deed, in levying, aflembling, and paying them; and
they are longer before they take the field : but their
ftrit difcipline and patience ugder fatigues make
them at the end of a campaign, as fermidable as the
French are at its beginning. The Duke of Lorrfin,
Charles V. eommanded them, This Prince, though
ftill kept out of his dominions by Louis XIV. had pre-
ferved the Empire for Iéopeld, and rendered him con<
quesor over the Turks and Hungarians, He now came;
with the Eleétor of Brandenburg, to balance the for-
tune of the King of France. He retook Bonn and

Mentz, two towns that were very badly fortified, but

defended in a manner which’ was efteemed a model for

the defence of places. Bonn did not furrender till afteé
' & fiege

.
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a fiege of near four months, and after Baron d’Asfeld,
who commanded there, was mortally wounded in a ge-
* neral affault. .

The Mirquis d’Uxelles, afterwards Marfhal of
France, a moft prudent and wary General, had made
difpofitions fo admirably contrived for the defence of
Mentz, that his garrifon fuffered hardly any fatigue in
the great fervice it performed : befides the care he took
to provide for every thing within, he made one-and-
twenty fallies upon the enemy, and killed above five
thoufand of their men. = He fometimes made one or two
fallies in a day: ir fhort, he defended the place feven
weeks, and furrendered at length only for want of
powder. .

This defence deferves a place in Hiftory, both on ae-
count of its own merit, and the manner in which it was
received by the Public. Paris, that immenfe city,
whofe indolent inhabitants pretend to judge of every
thing, and who have fo many ears and tongues with for
few eyes, looked upon d’Uxelles as a timorous perfony
and deficient in judgment. When this man, on whom
every good officer conferred juft praife, after his return
from the campaign, went to the play-houfe, the popu-
lace hooted him, and cried out Mentz; upon which he
was obliged to retire; not without heartily contemning,
‘as every wife man muft do, a people who-are fiich bad
judges of merit, but whofe praife, neverthelefs, is fo
much the object of ambition. :

About ‘the fame time, Marfhal d’Hunmiieres . :
was beaten at Walencourt®, on the Sambre, in Junes
the Netherlands, by the Prince of Waldeck ;
but this check, though it injured his reputation, very
litcle affeted the French arms: Louvois, whofe crea«

* The Prince of Waldeck, who commanded the Dutch army, was
reinforced by eleven thoufand Englith, under the Earl of Marlbo-
rough. Marfhal d’Homieres attacked the foragers at Walencourt, and’
an obllinate engagement enfuing; was obliged to retreat in confufien,
with the lofs oflwo thoufand men, and fome pieces of artitlery. Mean-
while," a'littls army of obfervation, commanded by the Prince de Vau-
demont, levelled part of the French lines, on the fide of Courtray, and:
railed coatiibutions ie the teniitories of France, Zranflator.

ture
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ture and friend he was, found himfelf under the necef-
fity of taking from him the command of his army. Ano-
ther General was to be fent in his reom. The King
chofe Marfhal Luxemburg, againft the inclinations
of his Minifter,- who hated him, as he had done Tu-
renne.  “ I promife you,” faid the King to him, < that -
¢ I have had fome pains to make Louvois aét rightly.
I have obliged him to facrifice to the good of my fer-
‘¢ vice the enmity he bears to you. You are to write
“ only to me; your letters are not to pafs through his
¢ hands *.” I.uxemburg then commanded in Flan-
ders, and Catinat in Italy. Marfhal de Lorges defend-
ed himfelf very well in Germany. The Duke of Noail-
les had fome fuccefs in Catalonia+; but under Luxem-
burg in Flanders, and Catinat in Italy, there was‘a
continual fucceffion of vi€ories. Thefe two Gererals
were at that time efteemed the greateft in Europe.
. The.Marfhal Duke of Luxemburg, in fonde parts
cof his charatter, refeinbled the Great Condé, whofe pu-
pil he was; 'a fiery genius, a promptexecgtion, a quick
difcernment, a mind eager for knowledge ; but too ex-
tenfive and irregular; continually engaged in female
intrigues, always in love, and even fometimes beloved, -
though deformed and ill-favoured ; having more of the
qualifications of a hero, than of a'wife man. - :
" § Catinat had an application and activity in his difpo-
fition, that made him capable of every thing, though
he never piqued himfelf upon any one particular quali-
fication: He would have been as good a Minifter, or a
Chancellor, as he was a General. In the earlier part of

* Memoirs of Marthal Loxemburg. Poltaire. .

+ His fuccefs in that country was but fmall. He had, indeed, re-
duced Campredon in the month of May ; but he wss afterwards oblig-
ed to withdraw the garrifon, difmantle the place, and retreat to the
frontiers of France with greart precipita-ion. ~ Tranflator,

t We may perceive, by Madame de Maintenon’s Letters, that fhe
was no friend to Marfhal Catinat. She appears to bave a very indif-
ferent opinion of him, ard calls his modefly pride. It would feem,
that the little kuowledge which this Lady had of men and byfinefs,
srd the bad choices fhe made, contributed not a little to the misfor-
tunes which afterwards befel France. Foltaire, ' b

1S
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has life, he pradifed in the law; but quitted that profef-
fion at the age of twenty-three, becaufe he loft a caufe’
in which he had juftice on his fide. He then went into .
the, army, and was at firft an Enfign in the Frerch
_guards. " In the year 1667, at the attack of the coun-
terfcarp of Lifle, he performed an attion in the prefence:
of the King, which required both underftanding and
courage. The King took noticé of himj and this was
the beginning of his good fortune. He rofe by degrees,
without making ‘any intereft; a philofopher in the
midt of war and grandeur, thofe two fatal rocks to
moderation; exempt from all prejudices, without the
affeGation of appearing to defpife them too much; a
ftranger to gallantry and the arts of Courts, but a
fincere friend, and an honeft man. He lived an enemy
both to felf-intereft and vain-glory, .and was a philo-
lfio}phcr in every thing, in his death as well as in his
c. '

Catinat commanded at that time in Italy, where he
was oppofed by Vitor-Amadeus, Duke of Savoy, who
was a wife, .politic, sbut ftill more unfortunate PRrince;
a warrior of remarkable courage, who always led his
own armies, and expofed his perfon like a common
man: no one better underftood that fhifting kind of
war which is carried on in 2 mountainous and uneven
country, fuch as his was: he was attive, vigilant, a
Jover of order, but fometimes guilty of errors, both as
a Prince and a General. He is faid to have -committed
one in the bad difpofition he made of his army before
that of Catinat. The French General took
advantage of his miftake, and gained a com- AUE: 19
plete victory over him in fight of Saluces, near
the Abbey of Stafarda, from which that battle took its
name. When there are a number of men killed on
one fide, and hardly any on the other, it is a certain
proof that the army which is beaten, was drawn up
on a ground where it muft neceflarily be overpowered.
The %rcnch had -only three hundred men killed, and
- the allied army, commanded by the Duke of Savoy,

above four thoufand. . After this battle, all Savoy, ex-

Vor. L. P cept.
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cept Montmelian, fubmitted to.the King. Catinat then
marched into Piedmont; forced the: enemy’s
entrenchments near Sufa; took that town, to-
gether with Villafranca, Montalban, Nice, deemed im-.
pregnable, Veillano, Carmagnola, and returned after-
wards to Montmelian, of which he made bimfelf mafter
sfter an obftinate fiege.

After all thefe fuccefles, the Minifiry leflened the
army which he commanded, and the Duke of Savoy
avgmented his. Catinat, inferior in numbers to his
conquered enemy, remained a long time upen the de-
fenfive ; but at length having received a reinforcement,
oa he defcended the Alps, towards Marfail, and
s693." there gained a fecond pitched battle, which was

the more glorious, as Prince Eugene of Savoy
was then one of the enemy’s Generals *.

At the other extremity of France, towards the

Netherlands, Marfhal Luxemburg gained
{‘g;: 3% the battle of Fleurus; and, by the confeffion
* of all the Officers, this victory was entirely
owing to the fuperiority of genius in the Freach Ge-
neral over Prince Waldeck, who commanded the allied
army. Eight thoufand men taken prifoners, fix thou-
fand killed, two hundred ftands of colours, the cannon,
the baggage, and the flight of the enemy, were fuffi-
cient proofs of ‘the vitory t.
King William was juft returned back from his vitory

1691,

® In this battle the Duke of Schomberg, fon to him who fell at
the Boyne, waswmortally wounded, fighting glorioufly at the head of
a body of Vaudois 1n the pay of Great-Britain. In the preceding cam-

aign, Catinat had been obliged to abandon Piedmont, when the
5nkc of Savoy penetrated into Dauphiné, and filled all the fouth of
France with confternation. Had be profecuted his fuccefs, he might
have reduced Lyons, and all the towns in that neighbourhood 5 bat
be was feized with the fmall-pox, and foppofed to be foothed into
forbearance by the intrigues of the French Miniftry. Franflator.

4 This victory, get by a great fuperiority of numbers, was dearly
purchafed. The Dotch infantry fought with furprifigg refolution.
The Doke of Luxembarg owned with furprize, that they had fur-
pailed the Spanifh foot at the battle of Rocroy. ¢ Princg Waldeck
*¢ {faid he), ought alwaysto remember the French Horfe ;- aad I fhall
“ " newey forget the Dutch intantry.”  Zdid. : .

: . IoLever
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6vér his! father-in-law.” This great ‘genius; ever fertile

in refources, made more -advantage of a defeat of his
Earty; than the French often did of their viftories. He

ad been obliged to have recourfe to intrigties and nego-
ciations, to proctire menh and money fufficient to oppofe
to a King who had only to fay; ¢ I will>: ]
Neverthelefs, afeér the defeat at Fleuriis, he fgp"' 19

. . A 1.

came to oppofe Marfhal Luxemburg with an
army as ftrong as that of the French. - g

. They éach confifted bf about eighty thotifand mieni;
but Marfhal Luxethburg had already invefted®
Mons, when I{ing William  thought the
French had hardly left their wintér-quarters. Louis
himfelf came to be prefent at the fiege, and entered the
town thé ninth day after ‘opening the trenchés. in fight
of the enemy’s army ; aftér which he returned to Ver-
failles, and left Luxembutg to difpute thelfield dur-

Apr.i6g1.

ing the whole campaigh, which ended with’ the battle of -

Leufe; a very fingular action, in which
twenty-eight fquadrons of the-King’s Houfhold
troops, with the gendarmerie, defeated feventy-
five {quadrosis of the énemy’s army.

* Sept. 19,
- 1691.

The King next repaired to the fiege of Namur, the -

ftrongeft place in the Nethetlands; both by its fituation;
which is at theé confluenee of the Sanibre dnd the
Maefe, .dnd by its citadel, which is built on rocks,
He took the town in eight days time, arid the '
caftles in twenty-two; whilé the Duke of Luxems 1692,
burg prevented King William from pafling the c
Mehaigne, at the head of ‘eighty thoufard men, to raife
the fiege. After this conqueft -Loifis returmed . again
to Verfailles, and Luxemburg ftill continued to make,
head againft the forces of the enemy. At this timeé
the battle of Steinkirk was fought, celebrated for the’
art and courage difplayed upon that occafiori. A fpy;
which the French General had in the army of King’
William, was difcovered, and eompelled, befdre he was’
led to execution, to write a falfe intormation t¢ Marfhal
Luxemburgj who, immediately upon the réceipt of

this intelligenee, took fuch meafures as rhuft probably

- Pa . ocgafion

——
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occafion his defeat. His army was attacked at day:
break, while every one was aflecp in their tents, and 2
brigade put to flight, before the General was apprifed
of it. Without the extremeft aftivity and bravery, all
would have been loft. .

It is not enough to be a great General to prevent a
defeat; it likewife requires well-difciplined troops, ca-
pable of rallying ; General Officers fufficiently fkilful
to recover the troops from their diforder, and well dif-

fed to do fo; for a fingle Officer of rank, who:is
inclined to take advantage of the general confufion te
caufe his General’s defeat, might eafily do it without
ex¥fm “himfelf to a dete&ion. :

hc%vl:u'(hal was then ill; a fatal circumftance, ata
A time when uncommon adtivity was required 5

"8 3 but the danger reftored him to his ftrength.
It required prodigies not to be overcome, and
he dperformc:d them. He changed his ground, gave a
field of battle to his army which before had none, re-

covered the right wing, which was all ia diforder, ral-
lied his forces three times, and three times charged at
the head of the houfhold troops; and all this n lefs
than two hours. He had with him in his army Philip,
Duke of Orleans, then Duke of Chartres, afterwards
Regent of the kingdon, a grandfon of France, who was
then not above fifteen years old. He could be of no
{ervice for a decifive ftroke; but it contributed not a
little to animate the foldiers, when they faw a grandfon
of France, a mere boy, charging at the head of the
King’s houfhold troops, and, though wounded in the
- fight, returning again to the charge.
A grandfon and grand-nephew of the Great Conde
both ferved in this army as Lieutenant-Generals. . One
of thefe was Louis of Bourbon, called Monfieur the

Duke, and the other Francis-Louis Prince of Conti,-

both rivals in courage, wit, ambition, and fame. Mon-
fieur the Duke was of a more auftere difpofition, and
had perhaps more folid qualities, and the Prince of
Conti more brilliant ones. Being both called by the
public voice to the command of armics, they earneftly

: i . -longed
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fonged for that honour, which, however, they never
obtained ; becaufe Louis, who knew their ambition as
well as their merit, never ‘forgot that the Prince of
Condé had made war againft him.

The Prince of Conti was the firft who recoveréd the
army from its confufion, by rallying” fome of the bri-
gades, and making the reft advance. Monficur did juft
the fame, without ftanding in need of emulation. The
Duke of Vendéme, grandfonto Henry IV. was likewife
a Lieutenant-General inthis army. He had ferved ever
fince he was twelve years of age; and though he was
then above forty, had - never yet commanded in
chief. His brother, the Grand Prior, 'was by his fide.

It was neceffary that all thefe Princes thould put them-
felves at the head of the King’s houfhold troops, with
the Duke de Choifeul, in order to drive a body of Eng-
{ilh from an advantageous poft, on which the fuccefs of
the bawle depended.’ The French houthold and the
Englifh guards were the beft troops in the world, The
flaughter was great; but the French, animatéd ‘by the
croud of Princes and young nobility who. fought about
the General’s perfon, at length carried “the pot. The
regiment of Champagne defeated King William’s guards,
and wlhcn the Englith gave way ®, the reft’ were obliged
to yield. o ’

Boufflers, who was afterwards Marfhal of ‘France, flew
with a body of dragoons from his" ftation, 4t fotite
diftance from the field of battle, and completed the
vitory, King William, after having loft about feven
thoufand men, retired in as ‘good order as he had at-
tacked ; and always beaten, and always formidable, he
ftill kept the field. This vi@ory, which was owing to
the valour of the young Princes and the flower of the

* The Prince of Wirtemberg, who commanded the attack on the
fide of the:allies, with a body of Britith, Danith, and Dutch-troops, _
finding himfe]f in danger of beiag overpowered by numbers, fent an
Aid-de-Camg twice to demand faccours of Count Solmes, who headed
the center; but that Oficer derided his diftrefs, faying, “ Letus fee
4¢ what fport thefe Englith bull-dogs will make.” #n this battle; the
EBarl of Angus, Gengral Mackay, Sir John Lamer, Sir Robert
Douglas, and maoy other gallant Britith Officers, loft their lives. Tran/l.

Ps nobility
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robility of the kingdom, -produced an effet_at .Count,
ip .he City, and_ in' the Proviices, that no former fuc-
‘¢efiful hattle. had ever done. .
Monficur the Duke, the Prince of Conn, M. de
© Vendbme, and thejs friends, on_their return home from
this campaign, found the roads lined with peaple, whofe
:acclamations apd ‘expreflions of joy were carried even to
.2 degree of madnefs. The women all firove to attradt
their rcgards-- The men,_ at that tim¢ wore lace-cravars,
which took up fome time and pains to adjuft. The
Princgs having dreffed themfelves in a hurry, threw
thcfc cravats negligently about their necks. The ladies
‘wore “handkerchiéfs made ‘ip’ this ‘fafhion, which they
zalled Stemk:rb, Every new toy was a Steinkirk.. Any
young maly who, happened to havc been prcfcnt at this
batt.lc‘ was looked upon with dehght The, populace
afollowed the }.’npcgs _every-where in crouds, and they
.Weré thé more beloved, becawle the reccpmon they met
wuh at Court; was not qqual tQ their merits. |

- Ir wis, 10 this - bgftlc .tbar the young Prince of
Tu*enne, ncphcw to the hero. w};o was, klllcd in Ger-
mqny, 1ot hus, life. - e. had alxcady given hopes that

would,haye,equaﬂcd his. uncle, His.- ﬂfc and ac-
.comph{bm tﬁbad renderéd him  dear. 1o thy Cuy, ta the

Gurt, and to thc Army

:[‘h; Gc eral §wmg.gn . Account tq thq.—};uxg of
thls mpmqrab ﬁ a,t.t e fcomed to meption t,hc gireum-
{’sance of his be %l 11 when b was attacked .. .

. The, [amc “Gengral, with. the fame Princes, and the
famc troops wbufﬁ l:hpw:h furprxff.d, were viarigus at
Steinkirk, the cnfmng fampaign at.tcmpted to furprife
King Wll}l apy by a forced. marcb of feyen leagues,” and
.came yp. Wwith hi, . qu inde+, a village on the
“Layette, within a few leagues of Broffels. illiam had
- 1. % This.was sruly,voble, . ﬂz;q@ur%malmﬁhﬁblcof the ‘imbeci-
;a,ty dariag the agiom;and hia fpigit qug@d @ make a merit of itafter-
_wards Sych chariBiers render she spading of hifory pleafant. Tran/l.
-. .4 -This a&ion. the, Englih diftingyifh by. ;e name of the .Batdle of
J‘,md,. King. Hu'hsm m1degrgg: efiants of cqurage apd ‘perfeve-
_rangs - bus the eriginal difpafizian of his froops was fo erroncous, that
when Luxembu;g 'obfervcd ie, he .cried oyt, 6 Now I behgve xhat

L8 Vraldeck is really dead.” Jbid, o ) .
. 3 tume

v el
.
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time t0 entrench himfelf during the night, and to put
his army into order of battle. They attacked him at
break of day, when they found him at the head of the
_regiment of Rouvigny, compofed cn:iijeix of French
Gentlemen,- which the fatal revocation of the Edi¢t of
Nantes and the Dragonmades® had forced to quit and
hate' their country. - They revépged upon her the in-
trigues ‘of the Jefuit La Chaife, and the cruelties of L.ou.
vois. Williamy, followed by a body of men fo animat- .
ed, -overthrew the firft fquadrons that oppofed them-
felves to him. = At length he was overthrown him-
felf, falling under his horfe that was killed; but he
was foon extricated, and continued the batgle with the
greateft obftinacy. T R

- Luxemburg entered the village of Nervinde twice,
fword in hand. The Duke de Villeroy was the firft who
leaped into the enemy’s entrenchments. The village
was twice taken and recovered. ' :

- At Nervinde alfo, - Philip Duke de Chartres fhewed
himfelf a grandfon worthy of Henry IV. He charged
thrice at the head of a fquadron; which being repelled,
he found himfelf in a hollow way, furrounded on all
fides. with men and horfes killed or wounded. A fqua-
dron of theenemy came up, and called out to him to
furrender, They feized him: he defended himfclf fingly .
againft them, wounded the Officer who held him pri-
foner, and difengaged ‘himfelf. His party flew to his
relief, and refcued him from his danger. The Prince,
of Condé, who was called Monfieur the Duke, and the
Prince of Conti, his emulator, who had fignalized them-
felves fo greatly at Steinkirk, fought here likewife for
their lives, as well as for their glory, and were obliged
to kill their enemies with their own hands; which rarely
happens now a-days to General Officérs, finee fire-arms
decide every thing in battles, )

Marfhal Luxemburg diftinguifhed. and - expofed
himfclf more than ever, His fon, the Duke of Mont,
- * A fort of military fervice, {0 ca'led in France, employed by Lous
vois and La Chaife to terrify the Huguenets fiom quitting Mother
Church, Tranflater. - ‘

Py - - morency
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morency, ftepped before when he faw a piftol rcfcntcd
at him, and received the wound aimed at his fat‘l:cr.
length the General and the Princes retook the vxllagc a
third time, and won the battle.

Few a&ions were ever more bloody. There were
about twenty thoufand men killed; twelve thoufand
on the fide of the Allies, and eight thoufand of the
French. It was upon this occafion faid, that there was
more reafon to fing De frofundn * than T¢ Deus.

If any thing can foften, the horrors which attend on
war, it is what Count Salm faid, when he was wounded
and a prifoner in Tirlemont. - Marfhal Luxemburg
paying great attention to his fituatien, * What'a nation
¢ are yc'” faid the Prince: ¢ There are no enemies
¢ more fofmndablc ina bat;le, nor more gcnerous friends
¢ after a victo

All thefe battlcs gained much glory, but fcw gvcat
advantages. The Allies, though defeated at Fleurus,
Stcinkiri, and Nervinde, had never been compleatly
routed. King William always made mafterly retreats ;
and ih a for:night after the lofs of one barttle, it was
found neceffary to fight another with him, to be mafter
of the campaign. '

The Cathedral of Paris was filled with the colours of
the Allies.. The Prince of Conti called Marfhal Lux-
emburg “ the Upholfterer of Nétre Dame.” Nothing
was fpokcn of but viftories. However, Louis XIV. had
before conquered one-haif of Holland and Flanders, and
all Franche-Comté;” without fighting a fingle battle;
and yet now, after the utmoft efforts, and the moft
bloody v1&oncs, they had fcarcely got footing in the Unit-
ed Provinces ;- they could not even lay fiege to Bruffels.

Marfhal de Lorges had likewife on his
fide gained a confiderable battle near Spire-
bach and had even taken the ald Duke of
Wirtemberg pnfoncr, and Penctratcd inte his country 3
but, after’ Txavmg entered ‘it as a’ ¢onqueror, he was
obllgcd 10 quit it again.  Monfeigneur took: and plun-

Sept. 1 cnd 3
1692

* A hymnp fung in the ﬁmeral fenucc in the . Romqn 'Catlohc
hugehes, 77 rary’iaur ‘
‘ dered
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dered the City of Heidelberg a fecond time; which the
enemy had retaken; but afterwards was obliged to ack
upon the defenfive againft the Impérialifts, -
-~ Marfhal Catinat, notwithftanding his vi€ory at Sta-
farda, and'the conqueft of Savoy, could not ‘prevent the
Duke of Savoy from making’ an irruption int6 Dau.
- phiné; nor, aftér his victory at Marfail, could he fave
the important city of Cafal.----- ~ Cd
" In -Spain, ‘the Marfhal dé Noailles alfo gained a
battle on the banks of the Ter; he took Gi- _
rone and fome fmall places; but his army was-Ml'g'g 4’7'
weak, and he was obliged, dfter his vikory, - =
to retire from before Baréelond. The French, every~
where vi&torious,’ but weakehed by their fuccefles, had
an hydra foengage in’ thé’ Allies, that was continually
rifing' up 4frefh. -~ France' began to find* it difficult to
faife recrisies, and fill more {o to procure money. - The
rigour of the:{¢afon, by whi€k the fruits of the 1691,
carth were at'that time ‘deftrdyed; brought -6na’ :
famine. -‘They were perilhing=fof want, while the king-
dom refounded with ¥e -Peums and rejoicings. The
fpirit’ of confidence and ‘fupofiority, whith had been
the foul - of the French'“trobps, began vifibly to
diminifh. Louis XI¥. no"longer appeared at -their
head. Louvois was dead; and they were much difcon-
tented with Barbefieux, his fon: finally, the death
-of Marfhal Luxemburg, under whom they '
thought themfelves invincible, feemed to put
an end to the rapid vi€tories of the French. .
The art of bombarding maritime towns with fhips,
now turned upen its inventors : not that the infernal en-
gine with which the Englith atcempted to barn St,'Malo,
and which was wrecked without producing-its intended
effe@®, was of French contrivanee, Machines,of this
kind had been a long time attempted in Europe. It was
the art of throwing bombs with as much certainty from
g moving veffel as from the folid grqund, that the
French had invented ; and it was by this art that the
Englith h;fl from their fhips bombarded 'the towns of

Janpary,
‘1695

Piegpé’, év’x"g‘-de-gmc, St. N{al_o, Dunkirk, and Ca-
! z T o N i A R A

fais,
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. -2 lais. Dieppe, as being the moft-eafy of ac-
Ll oot cefs, was L oaly place which ﬁ:;”?red an

_ " real damage. . ‘Fhis town, which is now .fo
delightful on account of the regularity of its buildings, .
and which owes its beauty to its misfortune, was almoft
reduced to athes. There were not above twenty houfes
beaten down and burnt in Havre-de-Grace by the
bombs; but the fortifications of the place were entirely
deftroyed.  In this fepfe is is. that the medal ftruck by
the Dutch 18 true, ootwjthftanding fo. many French
Writers “have inveighed againft its falfity. = In the ex-
ergue’ we find thefe; words -in Latin:..Tbe barbowr of
Havre barnt and defiroyed,, &c.. This . infeription does
not fay that the tgwn was burnt, which would have been
falfe . only that theharboup was burnt, which istrue.

Sopn:afteswards the Freach loft Nampr,; which they
had takep, The, natign had layithed encomiums on
Louis X1V.ifor having conquered this; placgly and rail,
leries had. beqp thrown out,as well as-indegent ballads
printed, sgain{; King, Willias, for not having fuccoured
it with an army of -eighty thoufand mgn *.., William at
lenggh hecame maftes of 1t, by;the fame manner in which
it had beep loft. . He attagked: it in the face of anarmy
much ftronger than his .own, was" at the:timg that Louis
XIV. laid fiege toit. He now met with.new-fortifications
of Vauban’s raifing. ‘Ths French.garrifon which-defend
ed this town.was an army.of itfelf ; for. while they wera
preparing to inveft it, Marfhal Boufflers found means tq
throw himfelf into it, with feven regimengs of -dragoons 3
fo-that Namur was not only defended by fixteen thou-
fand men, but was daily in expe&tation of being relieved
by an army of an hundred:thoufand. .

Marfhal Boufflers was a man. of great merit ; an active
and diligent General,. and a- good Citizen, who had ng~

* See Boileau’s Ode upon this fubje&, and the Hiftorical Fragment
of Racine, " * Experience,’ faid  the latter, ¢ has convinced the
Price of Orange how vain the atteshpt is 1o oppofe any atchievement
that the Kiog condulls in perfon.” * Polzaire, Ty

Afeer this sead Prior’s Ode dn' the retaking of Namer, which will
have the, pcng‘r‘effe&, -if comparcd‘,v'itl}ﬁpi.leau’s, 7"“5'74“’"'

;hing.
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‘thirfg fo much at heart as the ‘welfare of the fervice,
promote which: he valued neither his pains nor his life
The Marquis de Feuquicres, in his Memoirs, accufe:
him of feveral faults in the defence. of the place and ci
tadel; and even blames his. condu@ in the defence o
‘Lifle, by which he gained fomuch honour. Thofe whe
-have writtem;dw.hil%ory of ‘Eouis XIV. ‘have' fervilely
copied the Mérquis de Feudpuieres in military matters
:and the. Abbé de Choifi in private anecdotes. 'The)
could not know that Feuquieres, who was an excellen'
DOffiter, and perfectly well verfed.both in the theory anc
practice of war, was of a difpofition as morofe as difcern.
ing,’ the Ariftarchus; and femietimes the Zoilus of Ge
nerals®*.  He .alters facts; to have the pleafure :of een
furing faults; he complains. -of. every éne, -and:every

. oneof him. It was faid he was the braveft man in Eu.

rope, becaufe he flept in the midft of a hundred thoufanc

.enemies.  His ‘merit not having been rewandecbwith the
- ftaff of Marthal of Franoe, -he employed his great part:
-t06 much againft the fervants of the State, -which: would
-have been extremely ufeful; - had he been as coneiliating

and candid;as hewas difcerning; afive, and brave.
He charged:the Marfhal ~de -¥illesoi with a greater
number of faults, and more efferrcial bnes, than he had
imputed to Bouflers.  Viileroi, .at the head ‘of fourfcore
thoufand men,. was to have relieved Namur ; but even
had the Marfhals Villeroi and Boufflers done every thing,

:generally fpeakingy that might have beed.done (which
‘18 very feldom ‘the cafe), the fituation- of the .ground
.was fuch, that Namur could not-be relicved,-and muft

be taken fooner or later, An army of obfervation poft-
ed along the banks of the Mehaigne, which: had pre-

‘vented King William from bringing up his fuccours,

now neceflarily prevented Marfhal Villeroi from . doing

‘the fame. o :
.- Though- Marfhal Boufflers, the Count de Guifcard,

Governor of the town,’ the Count de Laumont du Cha-

* The firft denied fome verfes in Homer to be his, and the oth=z
abufed thgle thas were. Tranfatir,

telet,
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telet, commandant of the infantry, and all the officers
and foldiers in the place, defended it with remarkable

obftinacy and bravery, it retarded the capitulation only .

two days. When a town is befieged by a fuperior army,
when the works are well carried on, and the feafon fa-
vourable, they can judge nearly within what time it will
s be taken, be the defence ever fo vigorous. King
lgg;'. William at length made himfelf mafter of the
town and citadel, though not in fo- fhort a time

as Louis XIV. had done. - o '

The King, while he was. thus lofing Namur, bom-
barded Bruffels; an ufelefs revenge which he took
upon. the Emperor for ‘his towns that had been bom.
barded by the Englith.  All this occafioned a war equal-
ly.ruinous and fatal to:both parties.’

One of the effefts of human a&ivity and frenzy, for
thefe two centuries paft, has been that of not confining
the havock of war to our own continentof Europe. We
drain ourfelves of men and money to deftroy one ano-
ther in the farther parts of Afia and America. The
Indians, whom we have compelled by force or artifice
to admit our fettlements amongft them; and. the Ame-
ricans, from whom we -have wrefted- their Continent,
after having dyed it with their bload ; look upon us as
the foes of human kind, who come from the fartheft part-
of the globe to butcher them, and afterwards to maffz-
cre one another. ’ C..

The French had no other Colony in. the Eaft Indies
than that of Pondicherry, which Kad been formed by
Colbert wigh great pains, and at an immenfe expence,
and from whence no confiderable advantage could be

drawn forfeveral years, The Dutch eafily made them--

fclves mafters of it, and thus deftroyed the trade of the
Frenchin the Eaft Indies, almoft inits infancy. . .
‘ Our plantations in St. Domingo were deftroyed
the Englith ; apd one of the Breft privatecrs
laid wafte theirs at Gambia, on the coaft of Africa. The
privateers of St. Malo carried fire and fword ifito the
eaftern part of Newfoundland, of which they were in
pofiefiion;-and opr fquadrons”ipfulted their 1fland ef

1695. by

Jamaica,
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. Jamaica, took and burnt -their fhipping there, and ra-
vaged the coaft. : : ’

Pointis,. commmander of afquadron of our fhips of war,
and fome privateers of America, failed as far as
the line, and furprifed the town of Carthagena, the
magagine and- mart for the Spanith- treafures .
which come from Mexico. The damage he did 169);’.
there was computed at twenty milions of our
* livres, and the booty’ he got at about half that fum.’
There is always fome deduction to be made from fuch
calculations, but none from the grievous calamities oc-
cafioned by thefe glorious expeditions.

The Dutch and Englith merchant-thips' were every
day a prey to the French privateers, and efpecially to
Du-Gué Trouin, a man fingular in his way, and who
wanted only a good fleet to have acquired as great a re-
putation as Dragut or Barbaroffa. :

John Barth was alfo famous among the Corfairs: From
a common failor he arrived to be a Commodore, as well
as Du-Gué Trouin. Their names are illuftrious ftill.

The enemy made fewer prizes from the French, be-
caufe they had lefs to be taken.” Our trade was greatly
impaired by the death of Colbert and the war.

A general mifery then was the refult of thefe expedi-
tions by fea and land. Thofe who delight more in hu-
manity than politics may obferve, that in this war Louis
XIV. took up arms againft his brother-in-law the Kin
of Spain; againft the Eleftor of Bavaria, to whoi%
fifter he had married his fon the Dauphin ; and againft
the Elettor Palatine, whofe country he burnt, though
Monfieur, his brother, was married to the Princefs-
Palatine. King James likewife was driven from his
Throne, by his fon-in-law and his own daughter,
Since that time we have feen the Duke of Savoy in league
agiinft France, where he had one daughter a2 Dauphi-
nefs, and againft Spain, where another was Queen.
Moft of the wars between Chriftian Princes are, in fome
fort, civil wars. "

The moft criminal enterprize in all this war proved
the only truly fortunate one, William was perfeétly fl’uc-

' - cefsful






